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DEATH OF LORD ASTOR

We record withdeep rcgret the death of our President in March,

Members who have attended our Annual General Mechbings will remember
that he presided over all bubt one since the Society vias formed, But they
nay be less well avare of the other work which he did for the Scciety
behind the scenes. Lady .stor glso attended several of our meetings and
we offer her our sincere sympathy,

OUTRIGE

No other word can describe the abominations which are now being
erected in Taplow Village on the site of the Bible College by Span
Developments Ltd.

How has it come about that these frigdful constructions could be ap-
proved for the centre of a village famous for its quiet charm? How has it
happened that the efforts of this Society and of the Parish Council to limitk
the nunber of new buildings and to see that what does go up is in harmony
with the rest, have been in vain?

In the first place, it nust be said plainly that the Bton RDG refused
quite categorically to allow this Society to see the plans and elevations
for the new buildings, In 1961, we wrote to ask that we might be allowed
to- have a-say .in. the design of the Council houses now being erected at the
northern end of Taplow v1llage. The Clerk veplied on Xovember 7th, as
follovis:

YT have to say that your request has now been considercd by the
Council's Housing Committee and I an to inform you with regret that the
Connittee is unable to agree to make available to the Society plans of the
above-nentioned proposed development.

¥You will appreciate that if the Committee were to agree to your re-—
quest it would create a precedent which could cause interminable difficulties
in view of the enormous numbexr of Socileties and fssociations of various
descriptions which operate in the rural district. Such action might also be
regarded as an affront to Parish Councils, which authorities are not afforded
the privilege you nowr seck,

"Plans for any development proposed by the District Council must, of
course, be approved by the Bucks County Council as Planning futhority, and
will also be the subject of appropriate consultation with the Ministry of
Hcousing and Local Governnent.

"In conclusion, I can assure you that therc will be caroful considera-
tion of design and clevational treatment of the dwellings 4o be srected on
the site within the linitations imposed by economic factors.™

We have raised this matter informally on several cccasions, and we
have invariably been told that this 1s none of our business,

It is true thatwe have been led to believe that we could trust the
Judgenent of the Local futhority. We have noted with approval the terrace
houses at Stockwells; we have been assured both in the lctter quoted above,



and on other occasions, that the design of the Council houses would blend

in with the rest of the village: we have seen the houses om the Priory
estate, without enthusiasn indeed, but without a sense of shock and outrage,
4ind we have heard officials promise that special consideration will be given
to the new buildings in Taplow, because it was reccognised as being worthy of
rather nore than usually careful planning, So it was hordly to be expected
that after all this the Council would perpetrate such a gross biunder.

48 to the guestion of why so many houses have been permitied in place
of one; Members will rccall that the Buclks Bounty Council drew up a
"Village Plan" to sover this very point, but this Socicty has never heen
allowed to see it, We have only had an mcount of what it contains, and
assurances thet it would protect us from excessive building, Bub apparently,
when it came to the test, it vas found that the plan allows for new tuildings
t0 cover the same area of living space, which appears to include attic bed-
rooms and outhouses, The Span estote does not infringe the Plan if it is
read in a striot legalistic sense, whatever may have been the intention bLe-
hind i%, So this Plan, which Mr, Pooley, the County Planning Officer,
announced at one of our early IGH's, burns out to be very much less of a
protestion fron the cxcessesm of development than we trere propised; it is a0t
clear what more we could have done,

It remains something of & nystery how the RDC acccpbed this situation
and agreed these plans ond elevations., We do not believe that they are
happy with what thoy have approved, nor do we suggest that thoy have done it
with the deliberate intention of ruining Taplow. It scoms to us thas it is
mich more likely thot it vas Just plain incompetance and middle, coupled with
the belief that dosigns by Span Developments Ltd, are bound to be good, Cor~
tainly they are of a sort which are mch favoured by the County Council,
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There is only one way to prevent & repetition of this dreadful blunder.
Plans nust be published in advance, and the public rust be allowed to comment
on them before it is too late, We intend to press very hard for thisg in the
future, FEton IDC is ruch too fond of scerecy, MNo doubt it would set a pre~
cedent (something which the official always fears) and no doubt it would add
to the work if the people of Hitchan and Taplow, who have to live with the
new buildings, werc allowed the opportunity for objection. The necessity for
it has clearly beoen denonstrated.

Shooking though this story is, therc is a brightor one to tell about the
future of Taplow villoge, The Village plen ney prevent - indeed probably has
prevented - gone bullding, and preserved sone lond ond sone trees. And the
Village grecn is 4o be in the proper place, nancly on the corner opposite
the church, Our congratulations are due to the Parish Council which has
carried out a series of delicate negotiations to correct o number of stupid
Planning decisions by carlier R.D. Councils.

GOODBYE TO THE ETON R,D.C.9

The Slough and Maidenhead take~over bids are in cold storage. s youxr
Chairpan predicted at the 1965 A.G.H,, the Boundaries Commission has decided
that it cannot usefully continue its work while the Ministry for Town and
Country Planning is considering changes of a ouch nore fundanental character,
Subsequently, the Minister announced that a Commission would be seb wp to ro-
commiend a new fornm of Local Government, ft the present tinme we cannot Fforesce
what forn this is likely to take, except that it is very probable that the
pajor units will be vory much larger than at present, Ve can only hope that
local peeple will be pernitied some say in local affairs; the Hinister has
promised as ruch,
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GRAVEL

The Planning /pplication to dig a large area near Borge Farn was do
have been the subject of an Inquiry in Decerber., It was uncxpectedly can-
celled (or postponed). Meanwhile a ruch morc nodesdt proposal was subnitted,
by the same applicants, and was alsc rejected by the County authorities, So
far no appeal has been reglstered.

The chief argunent of those who support these and sinilar proposals is
that "Gravel must be got fron somewhere!, Until very recontly, Ysonewhere!
peant grayel beds most of which are situnted in fine countryside, and often
in the Thanes valley. It was vory intcresting, thercfore, to learn that the
gravel companies have begun to win very large amounts fron the seabed. Ve
believe that London is getbing substantial amounts fron the Horth sea, and
that the Bristol Chamnel is proving to be another good source, No doubt
transport costs will make it unecononic to usc sea gravel for inland disw
tricts initially. i7lso, the sea cannot be a source of hogein for roadworks,
lioggin has a clay content, which is needed t0 bind the stono. Despite this,
the coastal gravel schene is an inportant developmnent for those of us whe
live on riverside gravel beds, )

Meanwhile we are trying to discover just what is happoning at
Wreysbury, and vhet is planned at Datchet., At both those places, vast re-
servoirs are to be built. The Datchet onc has not yet been started, but we
are told that it will be about 90 acres, and all the gravel o be dug outk
(which will be top grede "DPerrace™ material) is to be used in o wall around
the reservoir, which will be well above river level, It scoms to us an
appalling waste of gravel to use it in this way., At Wroysbury a huge army
of machines is excovating another 80-90 acres; there is sone nystery about
What is happening to all this gravel, but we have heard disturbing rumours
that it is being disposed of as if it is a waste materinl to be got rid of
by whatever neans cones to hand, rather than a precilous and scarce comnodity.

OIHER SOCIETTES

We are in touch, from time to tine, with the following (ond nany others) -

River Thanes Society
G.P.R.E. Penn Country Branch
Haidenhecd Givie Society
The Chiltern Society

We are glad to cclmowledge our appreciation of their work, which often
inpinges on our local interests, :

The Chiltern Socioty is & very new one, and its first objective was to
get the Chiltern Hills officially rogistered as an "irca of OQutstanding -
Natural Beauty®, (a,o,n.b,) The Chiltern Society, so as to cnsure the
preservation and cnhancement of the area, organised a deputation to the
Minister of Town and Country Planning last autwm and was entirely and &g
nediately successful. The arca was designated os an a,0.n.b. late last year,
Taplow is, of course, not included, but we do not heve to go very far. Horth
to recch the Chilterns. 1iic hope the official registration will help to pre-
serve this beautiful countryside.



The Chiltern Socicty held o Conference on 2nd Lpril ot High Wyoconbe on
the subject of the Chiltern ‘rea of Outstanding Natural Beauty; the Conference
Wwas attended by two of our Cormittee Members who reported as follows: -~

The Chiltern a.0.n.b, streteches fron near Luton and Dunstoble in the
north to Goring in the south, and averagesgbout 8 niles in breadih, fs the
aren spreads ovor part of four counties, co-ordination is essential, and
the Chiltern Society's exccutive council and nembership is representative of
Bucks, Berks, Herts and Oxfordshire,

4% the Conferonce, lr. J. R. Jomes, C.B.E., Chief Plonning Officer of
the Ministry of Housing and Local Governuent, explained the practical neaning
of an a.o.n,b. Ho cuphasised that nothing in conpeetion with preservation
happens autonatically, but the designetion a.o.n.b, gives the opporiunity
of faking the initiative %o confer certain benefits, Govermnent grants,
usually 75% of the total cost, are nade available for o wide range of inoe
provenents, including: restoration of derelick land, removal of unsightly
bulldings, cost of land, materials and labour reguired for tree planting,
tree preservation including compensation when felling is disellowed, acqui- =
sition of lend for public access, the provision of a wardening service, cost
of erecting notices, fences, stiles etc. Local asuthorities can pake hyes-lars
to protect landowners,

Mr. Hockway, of the Notional Parks Comzission, said that the Conmission
wes responsible for designeting a,o.n.b. although the final decision rested
with the Minister, It should be mode clear thet such arcas are distinet in
purpose from Green Belt lend in which Hitchenm and Taplow are situated, but
it is good to know thnt the Chilterns a,0.n,b, cones s cloge as the oul-
skirts of Marlow,

The President of the Chiltern Sbciety, Viscount Esher, emphasised the
importance of the Chilterns being designated ag a.o.n.b,

The talks wercefbllowed by a "forum" when the sudience put questions to
a panel nade up of the chief speakers, plamners fron Chiltern area local
authorities, and ropresentetives of amenity societics.
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"LEISURE TI{ THE COUNTRYSIDEM

The Governuent Vhite Paper (Crmd.2928) contains threc sections of ime
nediate paussible interest to us., We quote -

TGravel pits

39. Excellent opportunities for the creation of recreational facilities
ore provided on a substoential scale by disused gravel pits, In south-east
England especially these are nostly wet workings, The Govermment intend to
examine, with the local authorities and the industrinl intcerests concerned,
the possibility of crecting vell~landscaped legoons in neny places; especially
necr to towns, for the enjoyment of sailing and other woter sports,

"rees and woodlands

51. Changes in agricultural practice and the continuing emphasis on
increased efficiency in farning are together making for a striking change
in the face of the countryside because of the loss of trees and hedgerows,
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porticularly noticecble in lowland England, which for generctions has
characteristically been o country of small fields, scotbicred woods and
hedgerows, Chornges therc must be, but the losses conbe mode good by new
plenting, Trees moy also be used with good effect to scrcen obtrusive buil-
dings and eyescres ond to cover spoil tips; and even & well-designed group

of buildings can often be improved by judicious tree-plenting, The Govern-
ment will therefore zsk local authorities to embark on en extensive progranne
of tree-plonting in the ccuniryside, nct in the pain in lerge woodlands bub
in scall vicods, dlumps and rows, and to manage them themselwves or arrange
for their nenagenment by other public authorities or londowmers. It night be
convenient in sultable cases to enter into agreement with landowmers for the
planting and mencgencnt of thees on their own land., Local plonning authori-
ties alrcady hove pover to acquire lend end plant trecs on it, but an
Excheguer grant is poyable only in the National Porks and lroas of Cutstonding
Baturcl Beauly. In fubure, cpproved expenditure will be eligible for grant
elsevhere in the counbryside.

u52, Llthoush the felling of trees and hedpgerows is often necessary
if changes in agricultural practice or planned developnent are to proceed,
not all fellings are justified by genuine econonmic or practical needs; and
sore tiees or clumps of trees nay Inve specicl value in the landscape which
entitles then to speciel consideration, The Governnment thercfore propose
to ask local planning cuthorities to review, in coasultotion with the Foresiry
Commission, their srrangenent for the nmaking of Tree Prescrvation Orders, with
2 view to identifying thosc trees and woodlands which arc of particular irpoxr-
tance as features of the landscape and which ought not no be felled without
the consent of “the planning euthority and before arrangements cen be nade for
their replacement, The Governnent have been reviewing the procedure for the
naking of Tree Presorvation Orders and its relation to the felling licence
provisions of the Morestry fct 1951, and will propose any necessary legista—
tive changes. ™ ' ’ - : :

"Zyesores.

55, Much of the countryside is disfigured by structures such as huts,
shacks, ond dumps of abondoned cars and other unwanted moterial, It can be
expensive to get rid of these cyesores, both because of the cost of removel
and because compensation nmey haveto ke paid., Bub the problen has to be
tackled, The Governnont propose, thorcfore, that the Countryside Comnission
and the local plenning cuthorities should combine to work out a prograrmme of
action, covering sopme years, concentrating at first on renmoving the npore ob-
trusive eyesores fron the nost attractive places. Ipproved expenditure by
local planning cuthorities, including compensation under discontinuance
orders, will be eligible for grant aid, This proposal is scparate from the
Governnent's recently announced proposals for the rchabilitotion of land
which hes been so donaged by industrial or other development as to be un~
usable without treactnent.

"56, Volunbory offort can be very useful here. The Civic Trust hopes
to announce very shortly its campaign (for tomm as well as country-side) -
under which locel bodics and orgenisations, civie socictices ond all others
interested in the environmont, will be encouraged to co-operate with the local
authorities, largcly by undertoking the work of physical removal or improve~
nent, The Governnont will cncourage local authorities to fznke full use of
their powers to assist voluntary efforts of this kind by lending equipnect
and contributing to cdninistrative expenses,™

Section 51 ig very relevant to us, because we hove been urging the
County Council to plant trees in Taplow in just the wey described., 8o far,
County has flatly refuscd to plant even in roplecenent of what it cuts down,
We are calling their attention to the new lead by the Government, and hope
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Tor a change of hear:t,
15.8.66



