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H itch am  and Taplow  Pre s e rvation Socie ty
Form e d in 19 59  to prote ct H itch am , Taplow , and th e  s urrounding countrys ide  from  be ing spoilt by bad 
de velopm e nt and ne gle ct.

Pre s ident : Lincoln Lee
Vice Pre s idents : Tony H ick m an, Dr J Kennedy, Leonard M iall, Dere k  Walk er
Ch airm an: Anne H anford
Vice Ch airm an: Eva Lipm an
Treasurer: Joh n H anford (co-opted)
Secretary: Jerem y Vanstone
Com m itte e : Jeannie  Beave s , Euan Felton, H eath er Fenn, Karl Law rence , Andy M cKenzie , M artin 

M aund, Barrie  Peroni, Fred Rus s ell, H elen Wogan

Cove r picture : part of th e  Sh e ila H orton M ural in th e  Village  Ce ntre

It w ould appear from  recent articles  in th e  local 
papers  th at th e  Environm ent Agency (EA) are  h aving 
som e  trouble explaining aw ay th e  apparent failure  of 
th e  Jubilee  R iver in doing its  job. Th e  Advertis e r 
claim ed th at th e  EA are  in th e  proce s s  of redrafting 
th e  flood plain m aps  but w ith out inclus ion of th e  
flood defence  system s . Th e  EA spok e sm an, Ian 
Tom e s , said “It is  not intended th at flood defence s  
w ill be  s h ow n on th e s e  m aps  as  th ey aim  to s h ow  an 
undefended flood plain” It is  apparent th at th e  Jubilee  
R iver river w as  never intended to stop flooding, 
m erely to reduce  th e  lik elih ood of it. Th is  new  flood 
plain policy of th e  EA m ay w ell re sult in difficultie s  
in h om e  insurance for th os e  of us  in Taplow  living in 
th is  new ly defined flood plain. Th at said, w h e re  is  th e  
logic in defining a flood plain th at doe sn’t include th e  
m eans  to protect it? Perh aps  th e  EA fe el guilty and 
h ope  th e  Jubilee  w ill dry up lik e  th e  York  Stream  in 
M aidenh ead w h ich  th e  EA adm it w as  th e ir fault due  
to low ering of th e  w ater table.
In th is  is sue  w e  are  s ignaling th e  ne ed for public 
input to th e  em erging Village Plan w h ich , w e  are  
h oping, w ill be  incorporated into th e  District 
Council’s  Local Developm ent Docum ent as  a 
‘Special Planning Guidance’ to as s ist rem ote 
planning officials m ak e  inform ed decis ions  about 
developm ent in Taplow . Th is  is  vital to us  all becaus e  
of th e  w ay Regionalisation is  cre eping up on us  w ith  
no justification offered as  to w h y it is  de em ed 

nece s sary. A s h ort tim e  ago I attended th e  AGM  of 
th e  Ch iltern Society at w h ich  th e  Strategic Planning 
M anager of Buck s  County Council outlined th e  
future  of planning in th is  new  regionalis ed England. 
Th ere  is  already a staff of about 20 people in th e  
Regional Planning O ffice  in Guildford, and one  
w onders  w h o is  actually paying for th is . If w h at w e  
are  h earing about regionalisation is  true  both  District 
and County Councils w ill disappear and be  replaced 
w ith  a tw o-tie r system  of regional governm ent w ith , 
below  th em , a few  Unitarie s  adm inistering a m uch  
larger area th an th os e  covered by th e  pre s ent District 
Councils . Som eone  recently pointed out, th at w e  are  
all sleepw alk ing our w ay into a Bureaucratic 
dictators h ip, so little do m ost people k now  or s e em  to 
care  about regionalisation. M eanw h ile, our ow n 
planning O ffice  is  relocating from  Slough  to a new  
office  in Copsw ood O ffice  Park  in Denh am . I 
suppos e  it is  logical enough  th at our planning office  
s h ould be  in its  ow n district but for a num ber of us  
w ith  developer problem s  th e  ability to drive a few  
m ile s  into Slough  to look  at docum entation w as  a 
us eful as s et.
Its  nice  to be  able to report th at th e  w onderful m urals 
in our village h all are  to be  protected by an additional 
coat of varnis h . th e  m urals w ere  in som e  danger of 
deterioration so your Society decided th at it w as  
w orth  funding th e  repair and protection of w h at is  
now  a village treasure .

Th e 45th  Annual General M eeting w ill be h eld in th e  Village Centre
on Friday 29 th  O ctober 2004 at 8 p.m .



Th e  Taplow  Paris h  Plan
Dr. Joh n Ke nne dy
Since th e  form ation of th e  Steering Group for Th e  
Taplow  Paris h  Plan at th e  Public m e eting in M arch  
2004, w e  h ave m et four tim e s . W e h ave ch os en a 
slogan “A Ch ance to Sh ape  our Future” and form ed 
into th re e  Groups  to cons ider w h at is sue s  to regard as  
prioritie s  in:
• Th e  South ern Area: Th am e s  and Jubilee  

R ivers ide , Institute Road, Bath  Road and south
• Taplow  Village and outlying Areas
• Th e  Rural North : Cliveden and Dropm ore  

Estate s  and surrounding w oodlands  and farm land
W e th en reform ed into four topic groups  and agre ed 
th e  follow ing m ain is sue s , w h ich  w e  cons ider w ill 
affect Taplow  over th e  next s everal years :
• H ous ing and th e  Environm ent
• Com m unity and Leisure  facilitie s
• Bus ine s s  and Com m ercial activitie s
• Public Transport and Traffic M anagem ent
Th e  topic groups  are  now  cons idering various  
pos s ible options  to put before  th e  Public on th e  above 
is sue s  so th at w e  can include th e ir view s  w h en w e  
com e to m ak e  final recom m endations  to th e  Paris h  
Council.
A sub-com m itte e  h as  m et to cons ider h ow  w e  s h ould 
consult th e  Public in order to obtain th e  w ide st 
repre s entative re spons e . It w as  decided to consult 
s eparately w ith  both  Intere st Groups  (e .g. sporting, 
educational, leisure) and Taplow  Re s idents . Th e  
Intere st Groups  are  be ing as k ed e ith e r to re spond in 
w riting or by h aving m e etings  w ith  us . A flyer 
de scribing th e  Paris h  Plan proce s s  and re q ue sting 
view s  h as  be en produced and w ill be  delivered to all 
concerned. Som e re s idents  w ill be  as k ed if th ey w is h  
to be  interview ed and w e  w ill try to s e e  oth ers  in all 
parts  of th e  paris h . H TPS w ill discus s  th is  at th e  
AGM  on 29 th  O ctober.
W e h ope  to com plete our initial consultations  by th e  
end of Novem ber and produce our draft 
recom m ended Paris h  Plan by th e  year end. W e w ill 
th en consult th e  public form ally on th is  in January 
and th en discus s  our recom m endations  w ith  South  
Buck s  District Council in order to ensure  th at th e s e  
are  acceptable. W e w ill th en revis e  th e  Plan if 
nece s sary.
O ur propos ed vers ion of th e  Taplow  Paris h  Plan w ill 
th en go to th e  Paris h  Council for approval at th e ir 

February 2005 m e eting. Th ey w ill th en pre s ent it to 
SBDC, w h o w ill note th e  contents  and incorporate 
Taplow ’s  preference s  into th e ir Local Developm ent 
Docum ent, w h ich  w ill start to be  w ritten next spring. 
SBDC w ill th em s elves  be  consulting th e  public 
acros s  th e  w h ole district, starting in M ay/June next 
before  com pleting th e ir LDD and depos iting it by 
spring 2006.

Environm e ntal Prote ction?

It w ould s e em  th at th e  natural environm ent is  not th e  
only sort th at ne eds  protecting. Th e  h um an 
environm ent is  be ing got at as  w ell. Vandalism  at th e  
Canadian Red Cros s  H ospital is  cas ing s e rious  
concern for th e  safety of both  re s idents  of th e  nearby 
O rk ney Court and th e  vandals th em s elves .
Apparently th e  Covered tennis  court w as  brok en into 
and dam aged, w ith  som e  upper w indow s  sm as h ed. 
th e  s ide  gate s  of O rk ney Court h ave also be en 
dam aged and som e  unpleasant type s  congregate 
round th e  entrance to O rk ney Court, to th e  natural 
discom fort of th e  re s idents .
George  Sandy, our District Councillor, w rote  
form ally to th e  council in th e  follow ing term s :
You are  no doubt aw are  of th e  continuous  nuisance  
caus e d by youngste rs  partying, raving, drug-tak ing 
e tc. w ith in th e  grounds  of th e  Royal Canadian 
H ospital s ite  at Clive de n. Th is  h as  be e n going on for 
a good num be r of ye ars  and still th e  National Trust 
doe s  little , if anyth ing, to e ith e r s e cure  th e  s ite  w ith  
prope r fe ncing or tak ing ste ps  to re m ove  tre spas s e rs  
from  its  prope rty. Th e  w h ole  th ing is  a running sore  
to local re s ide nts , and I be lie ve  th at Dr. Robinson 
m ay be  absolutely corre ct in sugge sting th at th e  
w h ole  s ite  s h ould be  conde m ne d and th e re afte r raze d 
to th e  ground. It w ill ne e d to be  done  anyw ay w h e n 
th e  s ite  is  de ve lope d and I can s e e  no re ason w h y th e  
National Trust s h ould not be  re quire d to m ak e  th e  
s ite  safe .
W e  saw  for ours e lve s  during th e  Planning s ite  vis it 
just h ow  ve ry dange rous  th e  com ple x is , and it m ust 
be  only a que stion of tim e  be fore  som e one  is  
s e riously injure d.
No doubt an e nforce m e nt orde r could be  is s ue d fairly 
quick ly.
Lets s e e  w h at h appens ...



Sh e ila H orton

Not m any people s e em  to k now  th at w h en I finis h ed 
th e  m urals in about 19 9 3 I m ade  a k ey, w h ich  is  in a 
book  I pre s ented to th e  Paris h  Council, and w h ich  is  
k ept in th e  office  in th e  village H all.  So, h opefully, 
people can identify th em s elves  and th e ir fam ilie s , 
events  and friends  for as  long as  our Village H all still 
stands .
A m ural is  painted directly onto th e  w all, a fre sco is  
painted onto w et plaster.  M ine  are  th e refore  m urals - 
painted in today’s  excellent q uality acrylic paint and 
treated w ith  exterior varnis h  for durability.
Th ey h ave recently be en cleaned and re -varnis h ed. 
After 10 years  th e  paint s h ow ed no s ign of fading or 
w ear at all, de spite  m any activitie s , partie s  and 
clas s e s  in th e  H all.
I h ave painted s everal large m urals in very different 
locations , and h ave enjoyed creating th em  all, 
h ow ever, I th ink  th e  m ost enjoym ent I h ad w as  in 
doing th e s e  large  paintings  of Taplow , w h ich  took  
about 800 h ours  over a period of 2-3 years .
Brian and I h ave lived h e re  for nearly 50 years , our 3 
daugh ters  w ere  all born h e re , and now  w e  h ave 
grandch ildren living h e re  too, so w e  all k now  and 
love th e  place .
W h at a w onderfully ch allenging project it w as , 
e specially as  Alistair Forsyth , w h o w as  Ch airm an of 
th e  Paris h  Council at th e  tim e , bravely gave m e  a 
com pletely fre e  re in, w h ich  really allow ed th e  
creative spirit to flow . I decided to paint it rath er lik e  
a tape stry, spreading th e  H igh  Stre et and Rectory 
Road on e ith e r s ide  of th e  ch urch  and including as  
m uch  as  I could of th e  action th at goe s  on around th e  
Village Gre en, and carrying th e  scene s  and events  
and ch aracters  righ t round th e  room  on every w all.
All th is  ne eded m uch  careful planning, going up and 
dow n th e  scaffolding, draw ing and re -draw ing th e  
com pos ition before  even th ink ing of putting on th e  
colours .  M eanw h ile, at social events , ch urch  
occas ions  and every k ind of h appening th at I could 
track  dow n over th is  period, I w ould be  th e re , trying 
to be  invis ible, lurk ing in th e  back ground w ith  m y 
s k etch book , m ak ing note s  and obs e rving and 
recording as  m uch  as  I could.

It w as  a pleasure  to discover as  I progre s s ed w ith  th e  
w ork , and people dropped in to s e e  h ow  I w as  getting 
on, th at th ey as k ed for th e ir scout group, ballet clas s  
or ch oir to be  included. Som e people w h o are  very 
active in Village life  appear s everal tim e s  - notably 
th e  Grelliers’ beloved cat is  featured 3 tim e s . I even 
w ent to draw  h e r as  s h e  slept in th e  airing cupboard.
W e h ave a psych ic Australian friend w h o saw  an 
alarm ing apparition aris ing and rus h ing from  th e  
Burial M ound, w h om  s h e  took  to be  th e  Saxon 
Ch ieftain w h o w as  buried th e re .  So, on an im pulse  
and in trepidation, I w alk ed up th e re  in th e  dark  on 
All saints  Day at M IDNIGH T, w ondering if I w ould 
h ave a s im ilarly dram atic experience ....no such  luck ! 
Th e  s ecurity ligh ts  m ust h ave put h im  off, and sadly 
th ere  w as  no gh ostly m anife station for m e . I included 
h im  neverth ele s s , as  I did also th e  Profum o Affair, St. 
Berinus , St. Nicolas and th e  Canadian M em orial 
H ospital - all H istory now .
I h ope  m y m urals continue  to give pleasure  for m any 
years  to com e, becaus e  th ey are  inde ed a 
“Celebration of Taplow ”

A Ce le bration of Taplow
Th e  Murals  in our Village  H all - Te n Ye ars  On

Acid Te s t
Th ere  is  a developing s ituation in Ellington gardens , 
part of th e  R ivers ide  Cons ervation Area, th at is  going 
to provide  an acid te st as  to w h eth e r a Cons ervation 
Area really doe s  m ean anyth ing in term s  of 
protection from  overdevelopm ent. Th e  area in 
q ue stion is  th e  last stand of tre e s  rem aining in th e  
Cons ervation Area and it s e em s  a grouping of 
developers  h as  decided th ey w ill de stroy th em  all and 
replace th em  w ith  h ous e s . Th ere  appear to be  no le s s  
th an s even developers  or people k e en on developing 
th at area, nam ely, M aST, Ch urch , Pers im m on, 
Butch er, Alea, Beni and H us s e in.
Th is  sm all piece  of land h as  apparently just ch anged 
h ands  for about £1.5M
So th ere  is  now  s e rious  m oney at stak e .



Pe ople
Th is  Society is  as  m uch  about people as  scenery, and 
alth ough  m any of th os e  w h o live in th e  area h ave 
retired from  re spons ible pos itions  th e re  are  som e  w h o 
are  still w ork ing. O ne  of th e s e  w as  m entioned 
recently in th e  Pre s s  - Anth ony H us h e r. Anth ony is  
w ell k now n as  a land-m ine  specialist - not laying 
m ine s , but rem oving th em . H e  m ay not h ave th e  
glam our w h ich  Lady Diana h ad, but h e  h as  w ork ed in 
m any parts  of th e  w orld lifting m ine s , and w e  w is h  
h im  w ell.

Are  you a s lave  to your pos t-code ?
Becaus e  our m ail is  h andled in M aidenh ead, it s e em s  
h ardly surpris ing th at th e  post-code  in Taplow  is  SL6, 
as  it is  in M aidenh ead. O ur m ore  com plete post-code  
is  said to be  Taplow  , M aidenh ead, Berk s ., SL6 0.. 
But th at doe sn't m ean th at Taplow  re s idents  live in 
Berk s h ire  - de spite  th e  w orst th at th e  Post O ffice  (and 
for th at m atter th e  BBC) can do.  W h at it doe s  m ean 
is  th at becaus e  of th os e  m agic letters  SL, w h ich  stand 
for Slough , our car insurance costs  m ore . Perh aps  
oth er am enitie s  also ch arge  m ore? O f cours e  Berk s  
h as  m ade  s everal attem pts  to tak e  over th is  part of 
Buck ingh am s h ire , and th at county's  succe s sful tak e -
over of Slough  - w h ich  in turn h as  be en said to be  
trying to grab part of Burnh am  - illustrate s  th is . If 
only Berk s h ire , or for th at m atter th e  Royal M ail, w as  
m ore  efficient!

Taplow  W alls
If th e re  is  one  th ing w h ich  m ak e s  th e  village part of 
Taplow  look  uniq ue  it is  th e  w all. (I nearly said w alls, 
w h ich  w ould be  m ore  th an one  th ing) Th e  story goe s  
th at som e  of th e s e  w alls w ere  built during tim e s  of 
depre s s ion just in order to h elp k e ep people 
em ployed. W h eth e r th at is  true  or not I do not k now , 
but th e  w alls certainly de s e rve a s econd look . M any 
of th em  are  rem ark ably h igh , som e  be ing ten or 
tw elve fe et from  th e  ground, and som e  of th em  are  
suffering from  eros ion, or from  attack  by ivy. But 
alth ough  th ey are  all m ade  of brick , th ey are  w orth  a 
closer look  not just becaus e  of th e ir construction but 
becaus e  som e  of th em  are  as sociated w ith  entrance 
pillars  w h ich  h ave to be  s e en to be  believed. Next 
tim e  you go up Berry H ill, or along to s e e  th e  burial 

m ound, or even dow n Rectory Road and into 
Boundary Road, s e e  for yours elf.

Th atch ing
Don't as k  m e  w h y, but a th atch ed roof invariably 
look s  m uch  better th an any oth er k ind. Before  about 
19 00 probably m ore  roofs  w ere  th atch ed in Taplow  
th an w ere  protected by tile s , s h ingles , or slate s . 
Now adays  th e re 's  only one - th e  th atch ed cottage on 
Berry H ill. So w e  w ere  all deligh ted w h en Brenda 
Burns , w h os e  h ous e  it is , h ad th e  h ous e  re -th atch ed 
during th e  recent sum m er. It look s  splendid, and 
h elps  to rem ind us  of th e  m ore  beautiful Taplow , as  
de scribed by H eath er Fenn in th e  previous  is sue  of 
th is  New sletter.
Th at said, perh aps  M rs . Burns  w ill forgive m e  if I 
recount th e  anecdote about th e  m an w h o w alk ed into 
a H ealth  Centre  only to be  m et by a fearsom e  nurs e  
w h o dem anded: "W h at h ave you got?" "Sh ingles", 
said th e  m an. "Righ t" said th e  nurs e , "go into th at 
cubicle and strip to your underpants ." O f cours e  h e  
did as  h e  w as  told, and w h en th e  nurs e  eventually 
follow ed h im  into th e  cubicle and dem anded "W h ere  
h ave you got th e  s h ingles?" h e  replied in a tim id 
voice  "O n th e  truck  outs ide" Perh aps  it's  a m istak e  to 
recount a jok e  about s h ingles , w h ich  in som e  
circum stance s  can be  very painful.

W indm ill Fie ld?
Th e Victoria H istory of th e  County of Buck ingh am  
w as  publis h ed about a century ago h ad um pteen 
s ections  about different aspects  of life  in our County.
Th e  s ection on early m an says  a reasonable am ount 
about th is  area, m entioning th e  circular h ut floors  at 
H itch am , and th e  flints  and of cours e  th e  exotic spear-
h ead discovered in Taplow . It is  th e  s ection on Anglo-
Saxon rem ains  w h ich  is  of m ore  intere st to us  - th at 
era be ing nearer to our ow n. Not surpris ingly th e  
volum e h as  coloured illustrations  and s everal w ritten 
page s  about th e  burial m ound in th e  old graveyard at 
Taplow .
H ow ever on page 204 th e  H istory goe s  on to say: "In 
th e  Britis h  M us eum  are  a sw ord and s h ield bos s  from  
a w arrior's  grave in W indm ill Field, H itch am ". I h ave 
no idea w h e re  W indm ill Field w as , or is . Doe s  any 
oth er reader?

Lincoln's  Corne r



Je re m y Vans tone
Now  th at w inters  are  no longer as  cold as  once th ey 
w ere , w h en it snow s  in Taplow  now  th e  falls are  not 
as  h eavy nor as  long lasting as  previously.  Th e s e  
days  if w e  get a fall of snow  it w ill am ount only to a 
covering and be  gone w ith in th e  day.
Tim e  w as  th at a good fall of snow  could be  expected 
m ost w inters  and w h en th at h appened all h ardy, fun 
loving folk  w ould m ak e  a be eline  for Taplow  H ill at 
M ill Lane to enjoy th e ir ow n interpretation of w inter 
sports . O n a fine  w e e k end th e  H ill could be  as  busy 
as  any alpine  re sort. Th e  only difference  be ing th e  
variety of objects  th at people w ould us e  to slide  dow n 
to th e  bottom . Everyth ing from  bin bags  and tea trays  
to  toboggans  and s k is  could be  s e en and th e  range of 
cloth ing w as  as  e q ually varied and im provis ed. W h en 
th e  tem perature  w as  e specially cold, so th at th e  snow  
froze , th en you could slide  alm ost as  far as  th e  Bath  
Road. Also th e  various  undulations  and dips  of th e  
H ill and buried h edgerow s  provided a ride  as  
exh ilarating as  going over any m ogul in th e  Alps . In 
th os e  days  people w ere  intent on h aving fun and did 
not m ind th e  bum ps  and sprains  or collis ions  th at 
invariably h appened.
Th e  last tim e  th at w e  experienced th e s e  conditions  
th at I can  recall w as  in th e  w inter of 19 82. I h ad just 
bough t m y first cros s  country s k is  and th e  h eavy and 
lasting snow  on Taplow  H ill of th at w inter provided 
th e  perfect opportunity for trying th em  out and 
practis ing in advance of a real te st in Norw ay. Be ing 
cros s  country s k is  th en I could go back  up th e  H ill - 
m ak ing up for th e  only th ing th at th e  H ill did not 
s h are  w ith  its  alpine  cous ins  –  a drag lift!
Not only h as  th e  w eath er ch anged but sadly so h ave 
peoples’ attitude s . It is  unlik ely th e s e  days  th at such  
carefre e  abandonm ent w ould be  allow ed for fear of 
th e  law suits  th at w ould inevitably follow  if anyone 
got h urt. M ore  drastically w ith  th e  building of th e  
drainage ch annel, th e  w h ole s ide  of th e  H ill h as  be en 
reconfigured so th at not only h as  th e  area th at w as  
previously us ed for tobogganing and s k iing be en 
s everely reduced but you w ould now  ris k  a cold bath  
if you got too good a slide! Perh aps  if w e  ever get a 
s evere  w inter again th e  sluggis h  w aters  of th e  ch annel 
w ill fre eze  over and th e re  w ill be  s k ating instead!
O n th e  occas ions  th at I go dow n th e  black  Furgg / 

Furi run at Z erm att I often th ink  back  to th at H ill in 
Taplow  w h ere  it all started…

W inte r Sports  at Taplow

Village  Gre e n Party 2004
Barrie  Pe roni
It w as  s h ortly after daw n on Saturday June 19  th at 
th e  final run dow n com m enced tow ards  th e  start of 
th e  party th at evening. Already w e e k s  before  and on 
th e  previous  Friday evening all th e  m ultitude  of 
details so e s s ential for th e  sm ooth  running of such  
an event h ad be en com pleted.  By 6.30am  on th e  
Saturday m orning th e  logs  for th e  roast w ere  in 
place . Th e  fire  w as  soon aligh t and th e  roasting of 
th e  be ef w as  under w ay. At 6.30pm  th e  roast w as  
ready for carving. Prior to th at th e  m eat h ad be en 
turned every h alf h our. Lik ew is e  th e  Bar B Q w as  
ready h aving be en lit at 5.00pm .  It w as  now  tim e  
for th e  carvers , cook s  and s e rvers  to begin th e ir s h ift.
Th rough out th e  day a careful w atch  on th e  w eath er 
h ad be en m aintained.  Fortunately th ere  w as  no 
s e rious  rain until after th e  event started, but even th is  
did not dis suade  th e  band from  playing th rough out 
and soon th e  dancing w as  in full sw ing. Raffle tick et 
s ellers  m oved round th e  gre en s elling tick ets  to rais e  
m oney to cover th e  refurbis h m ent costs  of th e  Sh e ila 
H orton m ural in th e  village centre . To ensure  its  
succe s s  H eath er Fenn h ad gath ered a splendid 
collection of prize s .  It w ould s e em  th at all enjoyed 
th em s elves  if only becaus e  virtually all th e  food w as  
sold, and m ost stayed to th e  end at 10.15pm   W e are  
indebted to all w h o w ork ed so h ard to put on a good 
s h ow  and to th e  band and th e ir excellent caller w h o 
m ade  sure  th at no one  w as  left out.
Th e  2005 Party tak e s  place on Saturday June 18. W e 
h ope  to s e e  you all th en at th e  20th  Village Gre en 
Party.

Note : th e  te n w arm e st ye ars  on re cord h ave  all 
be e n s ince  19 9 0. If th is  tre nd continue s  th e n, by 
th e  m iddle  of th is  ce ntury, th e  Gre e nland ice  w ill 
start to m e lt! Would th at m e an th at s e a w ate r 
com e s  up th e  Th am e s  inste ad of fre s h  w ate r going 
dow n? W h at about th e  w e irs?



Earlier th is  year H eath er Fenn w rote to th e  
Cons ervation O fficer of DEFRA (Departm ent of th e  
Environm ent, Food and Rural Affairs) about th e  
overs eas  vis itors  and im m igrants  and th e  effect th ey 
w ere  h aving on th e  local w ildlife populations  of th e  
Th am e s . Th ere  m ust obviously be  m ixed fe elings  
about th is  s ince  im m igration adds  to th e  biodivers ity 
everybody s e em s  to w ant yet if th e  new com ers  are  
too vigorous  and dem and th e  fe eding and bre eding 
grounds  of our ow n specie s  th en w e  m ust be  th e  
los ers  in th e  long run. M rs . Fenn w rote :
Th e  problem  s e em s  to be  th at our friends  from  th e  
W e st, East, North  and th e  South  s e em  to be  replacing 
th e  indigenous  population. W e now  h ave parrots  and 
parak e ets , m ink  and Norw ay rats , and are  overrun 
w ith  Canadian ge e s e  and vis its  from  Egyptian ge e s e  
and even s e e  som e  of th e  m ore  exotic birds  lik e  
curlew s . W h at w e  do not h ave are  m allards  and 
k ingfis h e rs , and great-cre sted grebe s  s e em  to be  
declining as  fast as  th e  s illy old coots .
“It is  very difficult” H eath er w rote  “to w atch  th e  
cruel w ater dance of th e  Canadian ge e s e  drow ning 
duck lings  every Spring. Th e  only consolation th is  
Spring w as  th at th e re  w ere  too few  duck lings  to 
w atch ”. Clearly H eath er w as  h oping for an upbeat 
re spons e  from  DEFRA but th e  answ er s h e  got w as  
full of paragraph s  lik e  th is :
“...R e cognis ing th is  th re at (invas ive  non-native  
spe cie s  th re ate ning native  spe cie s) th e  Gove rnm e nt 
conve ne d a w ork ing group com pris ing a w ide  range  
of stak e h olde rs  to unde rtak e  a fundam e ntal re vie w  of 
policy and practice  on non-native  spe cie s . Th e  
Gove rnm e nt w e lcom e d th e  re port and 
re com m e ndations  on tack ling th is  im portant m atte r. 
Th is  is  a com ple x and w ide -ranging is s ue  and th e  
Gove rnm e nt (including Scotland and Wale s  again) 
w ill be  cons ide ring th e  re vie w  re port care fully in 
de veloping th e  Gove rnm e nts  strate gy to tak e  
forw ard. Th e  Gove rnm e nt w ill ne e d to give  care ful 
cons ide ration to th e  com ple x and im portant is s ue s  
rais e d in th e  re port (no, I’m  not repeating m ys elf, 
th ey are) w ork ing up a fram e w ork  in orde r to 
prioritis e  late r w ork ” .
Anyw ay, H eath er w as  as sured by th e  Cons ervation 
O fficer th at countryw ide , M allards . K ingfis h e rs , 
great-cre sted grebe s  etc. w ere  all doing w ell and h ad 

actually increas ed in num bers . So our problem  h e re  is  
a local m icrocosm  of som e  greater and h ealth ie r 
ecosystem . Th at be ing so w h y w as  th e  Governm ent 
and, pre sum ably, th e  w ork ing group, so concerned by 
th e  re sults  of th e  survey? Th ey h ave recognis ed a 
th reat th at doe sn’t exist and tak en appropriate  action. 
W e can w ait w ith  bated breath  for a Gre en Paper or 
tw o in a few  years . M eanw h ile, w h ith e r our duck s?

Save  Our Duck s !

W as te  trans fe r s tation
H e ath e r Fe nn
An application h as  com e in to Buck s  County Council 
w h os e  cons e q uence s  w ill be  sw e eping if it succe eds . 
Th e  application is  for a w aste  transfer facility on 
`land East of M ill Lane'. Th e  applicant is  a rich  and 
pow erful com pany so th e  fact th at th e  s ite  is  
em inently unsuitable m igh t eas ily be  overlook ed in 
W e stm inster and our ow n Council O ffice s .
Buck s  County Council h ave put in w riting th at Th e  
propos e d de ve lopm e nt doe s  not accord w ith  th e  
provis ions  of th e  de ve lopm e nt plan in force  in th e  
are a in w h ich  th e  land to w h ich  th e  application 
re late s  is  s ituate d. Subm is s ions  s h ould be  addre s s ed 
to Planning Developm ent Control, County H all, 
Walton Stre et, Aylesbury H P20 1UY or em ail 
planning@ buck scc.gov.uk  q uoting reference  num ber 
SBD/8217/04. Th e  applicant is  St. Regis  Paper 
Com pany, part of DS Sm ith  Plc, w h os e  annual 
turnover is  approach ing £200 m illion. Th e  s ite  is  not 
th e  e stablis h ed Taplow  Paper M ill, but located acros s  
th e  Lane, running along th e  Jubilee  R iver.
Th e  activitie s  are  de scribed as  sorting and baling 
re cove re d plastics  and m e tal tins  for re cycling and 
lim ite d us e  as  a transfe r station for w aste  pape r. 
Quite  h ow  th e  increas ed activity can be  
accom m odated on th is  s ite  along w ith  increas ed lorry 
m ovem ents  is  a m ystery s ince  it is  re q uired to cope 
w ith  56,000 cubic m etre s  of plastics  and m etal cans , 
in addition to th e  paper already flooding onto th e  s ite  
each  year?
It is  recom m ended th at if any reader w is h e s  to 
com m ent th en th ey s h ould be  lim ited to th e  m aterial 
planning cons iderations .Pleas e  w rite  as  a m atter of 
urgency. You ow e  it to yours elf. 



As th e  article by Joh n Kennedy points  out, a Steering 
Com m itte e  w as  s et up in M arch  of th is  year tas k ed 
w ith  th e  problem  of identifying and defining th e  
future  developm ent of th e  Paris h  w ith  th e  th em e  A 
Ch ance  to Sh ape  our Future .
Th e  Steering Com m itte e  is  as k ing local intere st 
groups  involved in sport, am enity, le isure , education 
as  w ell as  local bus ine s s e s  for th e ir view s  and 
proposals . Th e  consultation period of th is  first ph as e  
w ill be  until 15th  O ctober. It is  s e en as  a m eans  of 
augm enting th e  m atters  already identified by th e  
Work ing Groups  and w ill form  th e  bas is  of a draft 
docum ent outlining is sue s  and proposals . Th is  draft 
w ill th en be  th en be  s h ow n to th e  Paris h  and as  m any 
paris h ioners  as  pos s ible w ill be  approach ed 
individually for th e ir view s  and furth er input. Th e  
District Council is  at pre s ent e q uivocal as  to th e  date  
w h en th e  Paris h  Plan is  re q uired in order for it to be  
cons idered as  part of Special Planning Guidance for 
th e  Local Developm ent Docum ent. Th e  Steering 
Group, h ow ever, is  w ork ing to a com pletion date of 
th e  end of M arch . Th e  acceptance of th e  Paris h  Plan 
by th e  District Council is  by no m eans  a foregone 
conclus ion so a period for s e rious  consultation m ust 
be  built in to th e  calendar.
You m ay be  unsure  about w h at opinions  you are  
expected to h ave about th e  future  of our Paris h , so in 
view  of th is , I decided to contact a m an nam ed Jim  
Watson w h o m aster-m inded th e  Village Plan for 
W h eatley (near O xford). I th ough t you m igh t be  
intere sted in th e  re sults  of th at m e eting as  a bas is  for 
your ow n input to our Paris h  Plan.
Th e  W h eatley team  identified th e  follow ing areas  for 
attention:
1. A Farm er’s  M ark et in th e  Village (our Gre en?)
2. M ore  activitie s  and inform ation acce s s  for th e  

elderly.
3. Im proved footpath s  and cycle path s .
4. M ore  stre et cleaning.
5. M ore  car park ing facilitie s .
6. Im provem ents  to paving.
7. M ore  activitie s  for youth , place s  for youth s  to 

“h ang out” and m ore  acce s s  to sports  fields .
8. Im prove recreation grounds  for young ch ildren.
9 . Bus e s  from  London and airports  to stop 

occas ionally at W h eatley.

W h at do you th ink  a com parable list for our Paris h  
w ould look  lik e?
Th e  W h eatley Plan w as  bas ed on a com plete 
appraisal of th e ir current “as s ets ” and h ow  th ey spent 
th e ir m oney and tim e . Som e instance s  are :
1. Age analys is  of inh abitants . Us eful to predict 

sch ooling and elderly people’s  ne eds .
2. W h y people ch os e  to live th e re .
3. H ous ing is sue s  - e .g. for young people and not 

in Gre en Belt.
4. Caring for each  oth er in ne ed.
5. Re -cycling and energy efficiency of h om e s .
6. Adult education and h ow  m any attend.
7. Us e  of Internet and a village s ite .
8. Public Transport utilisation.
9 . Traffic problem s .
10. Ch urch .
Th ere  w ere  fascinating statistics  on all th e s e  is sue s  
and m any m ore , and it is  safe  to say th at W h eatley 
really doe s  k now  its elf. Doe s  Taplow ? H opefully our 
existing Com m unity Plan w ill provide  an ade q uate 
bas eline  to w ork  from .
W h eatley, w h ich  is  m uch  larger th an us , is sued th re e  
type s  of q ue stionnaire s , targeted at different groups . 
Individual, h ous e h old and youth  view s . A team  of 
about 100 volunteers  distributed th e s e  q ue stionnaire s , 
and, w h e re  nece s sary, provided h elp in com pleting 
th em . About 5,600 w ere  is sued, and a return rate  of 
60% w as  ach ieved, w h ich  w as  h igh  enough  to be  
statistically s ignificant.
W h eatley w as  supported in all th is  w ork  by th e  
Paris h  and District Councils, th e  Countrys ide  Agency 
(w h o gave th em  a grant of £4,000), and anoth er 
group called O xford Rural Com m unity Council (our 
e q uivalent is  called Buck ingh am s h ire  Com m unity 
Action). Th e  w h ole operation is  also supported by an 
outfit called Th e  South  East Econom ic Developm ent 
Agency - but s ince  th e re  are  le s s  th an 3,000 of us  no 
support can be  expected from  th at q uarter. Also th e  
m oney supply h as  dried up from  th e  Countrys ide  
Agency, so oth er source s  are  be ing look ed at.
Th e  draft plan for W h eatley is  illum inating. Alth ough  
w e  s h ould not as sum e  a one -to-one  m apping onto 
Taplow ’s  future  ne eds  (if only becaus e  of th e  
difference  in scale) th e re  are  m any parallels for you 
to cons ider. For instance :

Your Part in Planning Taplow 's  Future



PLANS AND NEEDS FOR: Under 11s  Youth  
activitie s , th e  Elderly, Village Service s , Environm ent, 
Litter, garbage, h ous ing (de s ign, pos ition etc.), Gre en 
belt, Security (ligh ting, police  pre s ence , 
ne igh bourh ood Watch  etc.) Car park ing, pavem ents , 
public transport Footpath  and Cycle w ays  Sports  
activitie s  and facilitie s
Under each  of th e s e  h eadings  th e re  is  cons iderable 
detail relevant only to W h eatley of cours e  but one  
can eas ily s e e  th e s e  apply to Taplow ; som e  obvious  
candidate s  are :
Special problem s  of th e  Bath  Road com m ercial 
divide  Th e  rivers ide  and Jubilee  river m aintenance 
and safety Rivers ide  us e rs  ne eds  W h at m igh t be  done  
w ith  th e  Sk indles  s ite  Tre e  and w ildlife cons ervation 
Th e  im pact of Cliveden and dropm ore  developm ents  
etc.
W h eatley m ay s e em  far aw ay up in O xfords h ire  but, 
in fact, once th e  Regionalisation program m e is  in 
place th en W h eatley becom e s  a ne igh bour and 
subject to th e  sam e  planning constraints , 
opportunitie s  and abus e s  as  Taplow  s ince  w e’ll all be 
part of th e  sam e  South  East Region. Planning for th e  

w h ole of th is  Region, w h ich  extends  from  Kent to 
O xfords h ire , w ill be  m anaged by people from  
Guildford w ith  no local k now ledge . Th e  only ch ance 
w e  h ave of m ak ing sure  th at Taplow ’s  special needs  
are  addre s s ed w ith  som e  understanding by th is  
rem ote bureaucracy is  to ensure  th at our ne eds  are  
em bedded in th e  new  vers ion of th e  Local Plan w h ich  
w ill becom e th e ir Bible. Taplow  w ill th en becom e a 
place w ith  a defined identity rath er th an just a nam e 
on a m ap. Th e  South  East Region w ill be  one  vast 
planning zone and w e  m ust not get ours elves  lost in 
th is  place .
Anyw ay, w h y w ait to be  contacted? W h y not get in 
touch  w ith  th e  Steering Group directly? If you h ave 
som eth ing to say about Taplow ’s  future  w rite  to:

Th e Taplow  Parish  Plan Steering Group
c/o Th e  Clerk , Taplow  Parish  Council
Th e  Village Centre
H igh  Stre et
Taplow , SL6 0EX

H aving com pleted 4 years  of general nurs ing training 
at Univers ity College H ospital I decided to leave 
London to com plete m y m idw ifery training in th e  
country. Look ing dow n th e  list of available 
M idw ifery Sch ools m y eye  caugh t s igh t of th e  nam e 
of Th e  Canadian Red Cros s  M em orial H ospital in 
Taplow .  Th us  started a life  long as sociation w ith  
Taplow  w h ich  continue s  today. I applied to th e  
Sch ool and w as  accepted.
M y 6 m onth s  of training from  August 19 59  to April 
19 60 w as  a m ost h appy and enjoyable tim e  in an 
h ospital w ith  th e  m ost w onderful atm osph e re  de spite  
th e  up m ark et nis s en h uts  w h ich  com pris ed both  th e  
actual h ospital and our accom m odation w onderfully 
k now n as  North w ood. Its  location w as  be h ind th e  
tennis  court but still attach ed to th e  m ain h ospital. 
Th e  area around th e  h ospital w as  very countrified 
w ith  th e  h ospital actually in th e  grounds  of Cliveden 
w h e re  th e  Astors  still lived. Th ey entertained q uite  a 
lot but w e  w ere  never invited!  H ow ever, som e  of us  
w h en off duty w ould scram ble under th e  h edge s  to 

w atch  th e  m anneq uins  parade  on th e  terrace  of 
Cliveden organis ed by Lady Astor, s h e  h e rs elf h aving 
once be en a m anneq uin.
Th e  bus  s e rvice  into M aidenh ead ran every 2 h ours  
from  outs ide  th e  h ospital, but I rarely us ed it 
preferring to go w ith  m y friend w h o h ad a m otorcycle 
w ith  m e  on th e  pillion. Even in th os e  days  I w as  
regularly up and dow n Berry H ill w ith  not a cras h  
h elm et in s igh t. If you h ad a lecture  on your day off - 
bad luck  - th e re  w ere  no conce s s ions . W ith  m y h om e  
in Tring I q uick ly learnt th e  journey back  and forth  
and even today th e  countrys ide  its elf h as  rem ained 
relatively unch anged - long m ay it rem ain so. 
Ch ristm as  at th e  h ospital w as  as  m agical as  it can be  
e specially in th e  m idw ifery departm ent. If one  w as  
fre e  w e  m anaged to get to th e  m idnigh t s e rvice  at St. 
Nicolas w h e re  th e  rector w as  th e  Rev. Ch ristoph er 
H are . It saddens  m e  w h en driving past th e  h ospital to 
s e e  such  a w reck  of a place but fortunately m em orie s  
cannot be  e ras ed.

Th e  Canadian Re d Cros s  Me m orial H os pital 19 59 /19 60
Sh e ila Pe roni SRN SCM



Planning Applications
Rem em ber, readers , w h ilst your Society is  re sponding to th e s e  
applications  on your be h alf, it h elps  if you also w rite  to th e  
District Council stating your view s , for or against.

04/01003/FUL. O dds Farm ,
Erection of block  of four stables , construction of new  acce s s  at land at Wooburn Com m on Road, adjacent to 
H om er Wood. Pending
04/01070/O UT. Ellington Gardens
Dem olition of garage s  and erection of th re e  detach ed h ous e s . A bad one  th is  s ince  it is  in a Cons ervation Area 
and m eans  de stroying th e  only stand of tre e s  now  left in th e  area. Th ere  appears  to be  about s even different 
developers  colluding h e re  in an attem pt to do w h at H e rm itage and Ch urch  Bros  failed to do som e  years  ago. 
Pending
04/08215/CM  Berry H ill Farm
Section 73 application for th e  variation of condition 1 attach ed to cons ent no. SBD/8203/01, to extend th e  
com m encem ent date for a furth er 2 years  to 16th  Jan. 2007, for th e  construction of a new  acce s s  to th e  
cons ented m ineral extraction s ite . (Buck s  CC !?) Pending
04/00119 /LBC. W ellbank  Cottage R ectory R oad Taplow
Listed building application for alterations , dem olition of s ingle storey s ide  extens ion and acce s s . Replacem ent 
tw o storey s ide  extens ion. Pending
03/00649 /FUL. Th e  Nutsh ell, R iver R oad.
Th e dem olition of existing h ous e  and replacem ent w ith  terrace s  of four tw o and a h alf storey dw ellings  w ith  
integral garage s . Th e s e  are  s im ply tow nh ous e s  w h ich  in style and context are  totally at odds  w ith  th e  line  of 
Edw ardian cottage s  alongs ide  th em . An Antler’s  h om e s  intiative, not be ing content w ith  th e  Sunnys ide  s ite . 
Granted on appeal
04/00353/FUL. O ld Court H otel, Bath  R oad
Dem olition of Old Court H otel and building of block  of 14 flats . W e h ave be en expecting th is  for som e  tim e  but 
m ost of th e  re s idents  dow n by th e  Bath  Road h ave be en h oping th at th e  developer w ould convert th e  h otel to an 
apartm ent block  s im ilar to th e  w onderful convers ion of Landsdow n H ous e  next door. W e really h ave to try for 
th is  solution. Developer busy converting for Im m igrants , w e  are  told. Refus ed 
04/000744/REM , Cliveden.
Application for re s e rved m atters  under conditions  in 00/00282/OUT for dem olition of redundant h ospital and 
erect 135 dw ellings . Gone to O ffice  of Deputy Prim e  M inister, m ay be  called in.
04/00132/FUL, M arconi, Berry H ill Farm .
Erection of ph one  m ast 21.65 m etre s  h igh  w ith  8 polar antennae plus e q uipm ent and 4 cabins . Th is  w ill be  an 
abom ination in our s igh t, a m onstrous  ph one  m ast loom ing over th e  w h ole of Taplow  and ruining th e  outlook  in 
a Gre en belt area. Pending
03/01115/FUL and 04/00179 /FUL, Bish ops Centre , Bath  R oad.
Erection of car s h ow room , roundabout and traffic ligh ts  on th e  Bath  Road w ith  a new  acce s s  to th e  Bis h ops  
centre . I am  (still) spe ech le s s ... Pending
SBD/8217/04 Paper M ills, M ill Lane
Th is  is  an application to Buck s  County Council (Aylesbury) for w idening of th e  us e  of land to th e  East of M ill 
Lane to include recycling of cans  and plastics . I understand th at th is  extens ion of us e  h as  already occurred and 
one  cons e q uence  appears  to be  an increas e  in verm in in th e  area. Anoth er ris k  is  th at th e re  m ay be  an increas ed 
ris k  of pollution to both  th e  Th am e s  and th e  Jubilee  R iver from  industrial w aste  run-off. Both  th e s e  ris k s  s h ould 
be  carefully as s e s s s ed before  any perm is s ion for such  a s ignificant ch ange of us e  is  granted. Pending

South  Buck s District Council
Director of Planning Services
Council O ffices
W indsor R oad
Slough . SL1 2H N



W .I. Banne r
On th e  front of th e  last is s ue  I printe d th e  W I banne r 
and rais e d th e  que stion of w h e re  th os e  s h ie ld m otifs  
cam e  from . M urie l re sponds :
Th e W .I. banner w as  de s igned by th e  arch itect of th e  
H all, M r. Salter (h usband of a m em ber).  It w as  m ade  
by th e  m em bers   w h o ch os e  th e  m otto “Love and 
Serve” at  th e  W I’s  inception in 19 26/7.  Th e  de s ign 
on th e  left repre s ents  Taplow .  Th e  sw an be ing typical 
of th e  R iver Th am e s  and th e  w ar galley sugge sting 
far off days  w h en battles  w ere  fough t in th is  area. 
 Th e  de s ign on th e  righ t repre s ents  H itch am . Th e  
s h ield w ith  th e  red cros s  can be  s e en in H itch am  
Ch urch  as  part of th e  coat of arm s  of th e  Clark  
fam ily.  Th e  coat of m ail and th e  Prince  of Wales  
feath ers  refer to th e  Black  Prince  w h o is  reputed to 
h ave vis ited H itch am  M anor.

Many of you w ill h ave  notice d th e  w ork  be ing carrie d 
out at th e  Th atch e d Cottage  in Be rry H ill ow ne d by 
Bre nda and w onde re d th at th e  s k ills to do such  w ork  
are  still around, e ve n to still h aving appre ntice s , in 
th is  cas e  David, a colle ge  unde rgraduate .  W h at 
follow s  is  th e  e s s e nce  of a talk  Bre nda gave  to th e  
Wom e n’s  Institute .  Th e  cottage  s e e m s  to go back  to 
th e  1700s  and I h ave  a lot of m ate rial about its  
h istory and its  inte rtw ine d re lations h ips  w ith  th e  
gre at h ous e s  ove r th e  ye ars  th at w ill h ave  to w ait for 
th e  ne xt Ne w sle tte r ow ing to lack  of space   in th is  
is s ue . Ed.
Th e tw o m aster th atch ers  and an apprentice , Glen, 
Barney and David, arrived at daw n early in June 
com plete w ith  bales  and bales  of beautifully com bed 
golden w h eat-re ed and m any of th e ir intere sting tools 
- m etal cradles , w h ich  h ook  onto th e  th atch  to h old 
th e  bales , m etal and w ooden s q uare  bats  called 
leggats  to tap in and sm ooth  th e  ends  of th e  re ed, 
spars  of h azel w ands  pointed at both  ends  w h ich  are  
soak ed in w ater th en tw isted and bent to to h old th e  
bales  in place .  th ey also h ad rak e s , a belt of sm all 
tools and m as s e s  and m as s e s  of pink  binder tw ine  for 
every us e  under th e  sun!

Th e  first job w as  to rem ove th e  old w ire  netting 
covering th e  th atch  th en cam e th e  filth ie st job 
im aginable - donning th e ir protective face m as k s  and 
k ne e  pads  th ey rak ed off th e  old th atch  (dust and 
straw  everyw h ere)  I h ave raspberrie s  25 yards  aw ay 
and th ey becam e a very strange colour.  Th e  s q uirrels 
h ad left em pty h oles  w h e re  th ey h ad stolen straw , 
birds  and m ice  h ad nibbled th em s elves  m ore  h oles . 
Seven dead w asps  ne sts  em erged plus one  new  ne st, 
w h ich  h ad to be  dealt w ith  pronto of cours e .
Th e  real s k ill of th e  craft cam e next, th e  large golden 
bales  w ere  banged and banged on a h ard surface to 
m ak e  th e  cut ends  of th e  w h eat level and even.  th e  
bales  w ere  th en divided into sm aller one s  and tied in 
th e  m iddle w ith  tw ine .  Th e  first layer called ‘bottles’ 
form  th e  overh ang of th e  th atch  is  laid on an under-
roof (flatcoat) on battens  about a foot w ide .  Th is  is  
th e  bit th at drips  on one  after rain (no gutters !)  Th e  
th atch er place s  about four bales  s ide  by s ide  - th e  
w idth  of h is  stretch ed arm  - and each  one  of th e  first 
layer is  tied and s ecured to th e  fascia board, th en th e  
one s  above are  tied by plaited re ed and s ecured 
individually by th e   spars  of bent and tw isted h azel. 
Th e  th atch ing is  done  upw ards  to th e  ridge , alw ays  
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starting at th e  bottom  overh ang layer.  Th e  
plaiting at th e  ridge  is  m uch  m ore  ornate 
and is  Barney’s  special s k ill.  Th ere  w ere  
four s eparate th atch e s  to be  done , th e  
sm aller one  at th e  front w as  very w orn and 
h ad developed into a real m e s s .  th e  
th atch ers  h ad to do q uite  a bit of carpentry 
to renew  th e  w ooden battens  and now  it 
look s  splendid.

Th e  garden w as  covered in straw  for w e e k s  but th e  th atch ers  
did a w onderful job of clearing up. O nce th e  th atch  is  finis h ed 
th e  edge s  h ave to be  cut straigh t - a trick y job. Th e  th atch  is  
th en brus h ed and patted all over and th e  final job w as  
covering th e  four s eparate th atch e s  w ith  w ire  netting and 
fastening it all s ecurely to th e  w ooden fascia.

Th e finish ed 
product -  a 
tribute to 

British  
craftsm ansh ip

Barney




