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Notw ith standing th at th e D istrict 
Council is w idely regarded as th e 
m ost inconsistent, centrist and 
inflexib le in th e land  (lik e  every 
oth e r council?), th e re  are  signs th at 
just m aybe  th e re  is a ch ink  of ligh t 
clim bing over th e  h oriz on. For 
m any years th e  Planning O ffice rs 
h ave  repeatedly told us th at each  
planning application m ust be  
tre ate d  on its  ow n m e rits, 
independently of any im pacting 
parallel developm ents, and  
specifically refuse  to tak e  into 
account th e  d eveloper’s lik ely 
intentions. I w as given a copy of of 
th e  Council’s reasons for rejecting 
an application for retention of th re e  
portable  buildings ow ned  by th e  
Paper Mill on th e  grounds of 
‘pre sum ption against new  building 
in th e  Gre e n Be lt’ A ND  ‘if 
pe rm itted, w ould be  liable  to act as 
a precursor of furth e r proposals for 
sim ilar form s of developm ent’.
Th is is a rem ark able  ch ange  of 
policy, w h ich  opens th e  door to a 
m ore  rational basis for exam ining 
developers’ strategic or tactical 
applications in w h ich  th e  real 
purpose  is m ask e d  be h ind  a 
relatively innocuous application. A  
classic of th is form  is th e  15-year-
old struggle  to prevent ‘proposed’ 
d evelopm ent in Ellington Gardens. 
Everyone  h e re  k now s quite  w ell th e  

real intent of th e  d eveloper is to 
open th e  w ay to th e  lovely old 
h ouse  ‘H e rm itage’ w ith  its acre  of 
garden so th at th ey can replace  it 
w ith  an e state  of h igh -d ensity 
h ousing.
A tte nd ance  at th e  Clive d e n 
Enquiry w as d isappointing since  
only a sm all num be r of stalw arts 
sat th rough  th e  stupefyingly 
detailed  argum ents advanced  by 
th e  National Trust / Countrysid e  
barriste rs to prove  th at 19 1 h ouse s 
w as a better d eal th an 135. Th e  tw o 
opposing counsels spent an 
im m ode rate  am ount of tim e  
arguing about th e  actual area to be  
consid e re d  for d ensity calculations. 
For exam ple, d id  you k now  th e re  
w as  a s ignificant d iffe re nce  
b e tw e e n ‘land s cape  incid e ntal 
s pace ’ and  ‘s ignificant b uffe r 
z one’? A pparently it all depends on 
w h eth e r you are  stand ing unde r 
th e  oute rm ost tw ig of a tre e  or 
h ave  ope n s k y above  you! Your 
Ch airm an and Treasure r, A nne  and 
Joh n H anford, sat th rough  th e  
w h ole  th ing w ith  a sm all num be r 
of us turning up at fre quent 
inte rvals to support ‘our sid e’. Just 
as w ell w e  d id  turn up, oth e rw ise  
th e  Inspector could easily h ave  
draw n th e  conclusion th at SBD C 
w e ren’t te rribly inte re sted  since  
th e re  w as h ardly anyone  th e re  from  

th e  Council at all! I h ave  h ave  no 
new s of th e  outcom e  at th e  tim e  of 
w riting but w e  are  assured  w e  sh all 
h ave  our answ e r before  th e  7th  of 
D ecem be r.
O ur w e bsite  is up and running w ell 
and inte re stingly is be ing acce sse d  
by old Taplovians across th e  planet. 
W e  se em  to be  form ing a Friends 
Reunited  se rvice  for exile s. I am  
deligh ted  to se e  th at th e  Parish  
Council also h as a nascent w e bsite  
unde r d evelopm ent so w e  sh ould 
be  able  to h ave  firm  link s betw e en 
your Society, th e  Parish  Council 
and SBD C.
Th e re  h as  b e e n a cons id e rable  
am ount of com m unity activity 
around th e  parish  th is last 6 
m onth s including th e  evolution of 
th e  Parish  Plan (se e article). Th is 
plan is now  entering th e  ‘h ow  to 
im plem ent’ stage  and w e  sh all soon 
se e  h ow  se rious th e  D istrict 
Council is about consulting w ith  
th e  local people  in d eveloping th e ir 
Local D evelopm ent Fram ew ork .
It h as be en a sad  year since  w e  lost 
A nne  Milne , w h o saved  our village  
gre en, H elen Le e , a past pre sid ent 
and great contributor, and H arold 
Elsey, w h o led  th e  original battles 
to save  th e  H e rm itage  from  
developers.

Fred  Russell
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Bordering th e  road b y Cliveden 
is  a s trip of lan d  w h ich  
tech nically seem s  to b elong to 
th e  Paris h  as  com m on land. Th is  
m ay be  a new  battle ground  in th e  
on-going d eve lopm e nt argum e nt 
w ith  th e  National Trust.
D e spite  its d ism issal from  th e  
d e cis ion e q uation at th e  Canad ian 
R e d  Cross Me m orial H ospital 
A ppe al, th e  is sue  of com m on land  
re m ains one  of th e  m ost 
tantalis ing aspe cts in th e  figh t 
against th e  atte m pt to plant an 
urban h ousing e state  at Clive d e n.
A  strip of re giste re d  com m on 
land  runs unbrok e n along th e  e ast 
s id e  of th e  application s ite . Th is  is  
one  of th e  last re m nants of Gre at 
Taplow  Com m on, m ost of w h ich  
w as lost to th e  b ig e state s during 
th e  Enclosure s  m ove m e nt. At th e  
last public e nq uiry into its 
ow ne rsh ip, in 19 82, no one  cam e  
forw ard  to claim  it and  it w as 
re giste re d  as b e ing of ‘no k now n 
ow ne r’, th us le aving Taplow  
Paris h  Council re sponsible  for it 
und e r Se ction 9  of th e  19 65 
Com m ons R e gistration Act. Th is  
m e ans th e  Council can act as if 
th e y are  ow ne rs  and  d e fe nd  th e  
land  against e ncroach m e nt and  
tre spass.

D oes  it m atter?
A lth ough  th e  appe llants’ law ye r 
trie d  to argue  it doe sn’t re ally 
m atte r w h o ow ns th e  land , th is  is  
far from  th e  case . H e  w h o ow ns 
th e  land  controls th e  acce ss. 
Unle ss th e re  h as b e e n re levant use  
on w h ich  to claim  an e ase m e nt, 
th e n th e re  can be  no acce ss  by car 
across com m on land  w ith out th e  
ow ne r’s pe rm iss ion, and  und e r a 
Se ction 9  stew ard sh ip no one  
appe ars able  to grant th is  righ t. 
Th e  O pe n Space s Socie ty h as said  
eve ry re s id e nt w h o crosse d  th e  
com m on land  by car w ould  be  
com m itting a crim e  of tre spass, so 
off to th e  Magistrate s’ Court!
Acce ss  is  not th e  only issue . Th e  

National Trust also ne e d s  land  for 
vis ib ility splays. A  re ce nt H igh  
Court judge m e nt h as asse rte d  
th at it is  unre asonable  to expe ct 
an adjoining ow ne r to provid e  
land  for th is  and  turne d  dow n an 
application on th e  ground s th at 
th e  d eve lope r d id  not ow n th e  
ne ce ssary land. Th e  vis ib ility 
splays argum e nt applie s  not only 
to th e  m ain acce ss  to th e  

propose d  d eve lopm e nt but also to 
th e  propose d  e m e rge ncy exit at 
W oodgate  Lodge  w h e re , alth ough  
th e  com m on land  strip is  brok e n 
for th e  e xisting acce ss, th e  
vis ib ility splays w ould  e ncroach . 
Th e  propos e d  d e ve lopm e nt 
w ould  also include  road  
im prove m e nts th at w ould  involve  
cutting into th e  com m on land  
e m bank m e nts. Th is  is  anoth e r 
activity th at w ould  ne e d  
pe rm iss ion from  th e  ow ne r.

H ow  im portant is  it to th e  
National Trus t?
Th e  National Trust th e m se lve s do 
se e m  to th ink  ow ne rsh ip of th e  
land  is  im portant. Th ey h ave  
re ce ntly gone  to th e  trouble  of re -
re giste ring th e  H ospital Site  at th e  
Land  R e gistry, us ing a m ap th at 
sh ow e d  th e  land  th at Lord  A stor 
donate d  to th e  National Trust. 
Th is  include d  som e  of th e  
com m on land  th at w as not h is  to 
donate . Th e  Paris h  Council h ave  
ch alle nge d  th is  re gistration and  
th e  m atte r w ill be  going to 
m e d iation if th e  National Trust 
re fuse s  to w ith d raw  th e ir claim .
Th e  Trust h ave  also claim e d  th e re  
w as an acce ss  s h ow n on a 19 25 O S 
Map, so th e y cannot be  stoppe d  
from  cross ing th e  com m on land. 
H ow eve r, th e y do not m e ntion 

th at th e  acce ss  w as to th e  Te nnis  
Court and  th e re fore  m ay not be  
re levant.
Th e re  is  not only th e  Canad ian 
R e d  Cross Me m orial H ospital Site  
to consid e r. Th e  m ain gate s to 
Clive d e n are  also built on 
com m on land  and  m aps sugge st 
th at th e  road  be tw e e n th e  m ain 
gate s and  Gre e n D rive  is  a public 
road , anoth e r little  purloining by 
th e  A stor fam ily!

W h at now ?
If th e  Paris h  Council can prove  
th e  com m on land  sh ould  stay as 
‘of no k now n ow ne rsh ip’, th e n 
out could  go th e  vis ib ility splays, 
th e  road  im prove m e nts and  
poss ibly th e  acce ss  to all th e  
d eve lopm e nts propose d  at 
Clive d e n. W ith  no acce ss, no 
vis ib ility splays and  no road  
im prove m e nts, th e re  can be  no 
d e ve lopm e nt! Expe rt le gal 
opinion is  now  ne e d e d.
Is th e re  a law ye r in th e  h ouse ?

Mary Trevallion

‘Clive de n 170’

Turne d Dow n

W e  are  d eligh te d  th at South  Buck s 
D istrict Council turne d  dow n th e  
National Trus t’s  planning 
application to build 170 units at 
Clived en. Th e  H itch am  &  Taplow  
Pre se rvation Society oppose d  th is 
application. It w as alm ost id e ntical 
in d e s ign to th e  19 1 application, 
w h ich  w ent to public enq uiry on 
th e  8th  August (se e  page  11). Th e  
footprint w as approxim ately th e  
sam e  but th e  42 sm all affordable  
units w e re  replaced  by 20 large r 
units. It w as propose d  to give  an 
unspecifie d  sum  to SBD C in lieu of 
build ing th e  affordable  h om e s. It 
rem ains to be  se e n if th e  National 
Trust w ill appeal th is d ecis ion.

... one  of th e  last 
rem nants  of Great 
Taplow  Com m on

Com m on Land Battle  at Clive de n
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I h ave attended m any m eetings  
of planning b odie s  and am enity 
groups  during th e  past year or so 
and  so far h ave  found  no one  w h o 
could  d e fine  for m e  h ow  th e  
pre se nt new  planning syste m  is  
suppose d  to w ork , not eve n th e  
planning auth oritie s  th e m se lve s. 
Th e  old  syste m  h ad  tw o leve ls, 
th e  county leve l Structure  Plan 
and  th e  d istrict leve l Local Plan. 
Th e  tw o plans 
w e re  supporte d  
by various type s 
of gove rnm e nt 
‘gu i d e li n e s ’, 
w h ich  w e re , as 
th e  saying goe s, 
inte nd e d  for th e  
ob e yance  of 
fools  and  th e  
gu i d ance  of 
w i s e  m e n. It s oon  b e cam e  
appare nt th at gui d ance  w as  
i nte rpre te d  b y  th e  planning 
auth oritie s  as law , s ince  it m ad e  
th e ir job e as ie r to be  able  to cite  
(for e xam ple ) th e  PPGs (Planning 
Policy Guid e line s) as gove rnm e nt 
‘re q uire m e nts’. Th e  inte rpre tation 
of th e se  guid e line s  b e cam e  an art 
ge ne rating its ow n bure aucracy 
w ith in th e  Planning O ffice  
h ie rarch y.
It now  appe ars  th at th e  
gove rnm e nt d e cid e d  th at th is  
e xisting tw o-tie r syste m  w as far 
too com plicate d , and  th at a 
syste m  th at h ad  e xiste d  
succe ssfully for 50 ye ars m ust be  
in ne e d  a m ajor ove rh aul.
So th e y ove rh aule d  it, but th is  
tim e  th e y m ad e  sure  th at 
guid e line s  b e cam e  law  in fact, 
and  th e re  is  little  pre te nce  now  
th at local d eve lopm e nt is  d rive n 
by local ne e d s and  involve m e nt. 
Th e  structure  is  not so m uch  a 
logical fram ew ork  as a se t of 
ne ste d  re lationsh ips and  Planning 
O ffice s  are  indulging in a fre nz y 
of pape r production to sh ow  th at 
th e y und e rstand  w h at th e  
gove rnm e nt w ants and  w ill 

d e live r it. Most of th e  ch ange s 
w ill affe ct th e  plan-m ak ing 
proce ss  itse lf rath e r th an th e  
ope rational s id e  of d e aling w ith  
ind ividual applications. Th is  new  
syste m  is  confusing eve n for 
e xpe rts and  se e m s d e s igne d  to 
place  th e  com pre h e ns ion of it 
be yond  norm al h um an k e n, m uch  
as th e  Mandarin language  and  
gove rnance  bure aucracy in 

ancie nt Ch ina 
w e re  d e s igne d  
spe cifically to 
e nsure  th at th e  
con trol of 
Ch ina alw ays 
lay w ith  th ose  
w ith  th e  le isure  
to le arn th e  
language , 
th us e nsuring 

a se lf-pe rpe tuating ruling class.
Th e  gove rnm e nt h as b e e n m ak ing 
lots of noise s  about liste ning to 
us. H ow eve r, in re ality w e  se e m  to 
h ave  a syste m  w h e re  you and  I 
h ave  a voice  in th e  e arly stage s of 
th e  ‘bottom -up’ planning syste m  
(e .g. our Taplow  Paris h  Plan), but 
th e n it runs into th e  irre s istible  
force  of th e  'top-dow n' plans 
e m e rging from  an une le cte d  
R e gional A sse m bly 
w h o h ave  th e  force  
of law  be h ind  th e m . 
It's  still too e arly in 
th e  gam e  to se e  w h at 
w ill h appe n w h e n 
th e se  tw o force s 
m e e t in th e  m iddle , 
but it's  h ard  to 
im agine  th at local ne e d s w ill 
ove rrule  th e  national or re gional 
ne e d s.
W h e re  w as  I? (E ve n  I’m  
confuse d.) O h  ye s, trying to 
explain h ow  th is  new  syste m  
w ork s. It's  probably be st to sh ow  
th e  structure  as a d iagram , so tak e  
a look  at th e  opposite  page .
Th is  structure  is  still ve ry loose ly 
d e fine d  and  one  suspe cts th e  local 
auth oritie s  are  h aving to m ak e  

th ings up as th e y go along. W h at 
doe s se e m  to be  cle ar, h ow eve r, is  
th at th e  Planning Auth oritie s  
h ave  ge ne rate d  a bliz z ard  of 
pape r and  bod ie s  th at fe e d  th is  
structure . No one  se e m s te rribly 
cle ar w h at a Local Strate gic 
Partne rsh ip (LSP) consists of, 
e xce pt th at w e  are  told  by SBD C 
th at unle ss  w e  are  re pre se nte d  on 
one  w e  are  not lik e ly to h ave  
m uch  of a voice  in th e  
pre paration of th e  LD F (th at’s th e  
Local D eve lopm e nt Fram ew ork  - 
ple ase  try to k e e p up). W e  h ave  
form ally ask e d  SBD C to be  
form ally involve d  but th e  answ e r 
so far h as b e e n vague , to say th e  
le ast.
A noth e r are a th at re m ai n s 
unexplained is w h at opportunitie s  
th e re  w ill be  for public 
participation at re gional leve l. W e  
do k now , h ow eve r, th at th e re  w ill 
be  no righ t to be  h e ard  at public 
exam ination of policy. Surprise , 
surprise ! A s th e  R SS (R e gional 
Spatial Strate gy) w ill be  a k e y 
d rive r for w h at e nd s up in our 
LD F - w h ich  is  not allow e d  to 
d e part from  th e  R SS - it w ould  
se e m  th at w e  are  not involve d  in a 
fair and  d e m ocratic proce ss.

Th e  LD F 
consists of th re e  
docum e nts: th e  
State m e nt of 
Com m u n i ty  
Involve m e n t 
(SCI), th e  Action 
Plan and  a 
Local Poli cy  

Plan. Th e se  m ust be  revise d  
annually and  re place d  eve ry th re e  
ye ars, so to all practical purpose s  
policy w ill alw ays be  und e r som e  
form  of revie w . It w as m y 
(obviously m istak e n) vie w  th at 
policy  w as  a longe r- te rm  
fram ew ork  w ith in w h ich  to build  
strate gic and  tactical actions. Now  
it appe ars th at policy is  a plastic 
th ing, ch ange able  accord ing to 
th e  late st gove rnm e nt th ink ing. 

Puzzle d by Planning

… little pretence 
now  th at local 

developm ent is  
driven b y local 

needs…

… a b liz z ard of 
paper…
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O ffice  of th e  D eputy Prim e  M inister (O D PM )

South  East Region (SER)

Regional Com m unities  Plan
Th e  Gove rnm e nt’s vis ion for us. It se ts out strate gic grow th  options.

Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS)
Th is  w ill be  a le gally b ind ing docum e nt and  d eve lopm e nt plan, and  Local 
D eve lopm e nt Fram ew ork s  (se e  b e low ) w ill h ave  to be  in ‘ge ne ral conform ity’ 
w ith  it. So, if th e  R SS d e cid e s  th at our re gion is  to be  d e s ignate d  as, say, a 
Busine ss  Grow th  Z one , w e  h ave  a b ig proble m . It w ill be  d ifficult to argue  ‘back  
up th e  line ’ from  th e  local leve l once  an R SS h as b e e n adopte d. A lso th e  R SS w ill 
h ave  sub -se ts, calle d  Sub-R e gional Plans, for all m anne r of topics, e .g. h ousing.

Local D evelopm ent Fram ew ork  (LD F)
Inste ad  of a Local Plan, D istrict and  Unitary Councils h ave  a Local D eve lopm e nt Fram ew ork . Th e  
Fram ew ork  is  inte nd e d  to be  a le ss  form al, m ore  flexible  plan and  w ill h ave  th re e  parts:
1. Local Strate gic Policy

Th is  docum e nt w ill h ave  a m ap, w h ich  w ill plot m ajor planning d e s ignations such  as Gre e n Be lt 
and  m ajor d eve lopm e nt s ite s. Th e  policy w ill be  brie fe r and  m uch  le ss  d e taile d  th an curre nt Local 
Plans. It w ill se t out w h e re  th e  Action Plan (se e  b e low ) w ill tak e  place .

2. Action Plan
Th is  w ill offe r a d e taile d  d e scription of th e  w ay spe cific are as w ill d eve lop. It is  suppose d  to be  
pre pare d  for are as of ch ange , such  as tow n ce ntre s  or m ark e t tow ns.

3. State m e nt of Com m unity Involve m e nt
Th is  w ill lay out h ow  our local council sh ould  consult th e  public in plan-m ak ing and  d eve lopm e nt 
control. W e  don’t k now  w h at sort of standard s th e se  docum e nts w ill contain but, in th e ory, local 
pe ople  could  h ave  a say in th e ir pre paration. Th e  conte nts of an SCI w ill be  subje ct to a public 
e nq uiry. 

Local Com m unity Strategies
Local Com m unity Strate gie s  w e re  introduce d  und e r th e  Local Gove rnm e nt Act 
2000. Th e se  strate gie s  are  suppose d  se t out a long-te rm  vis ion for our are a. Th ey 
are  im portant be cause  Local D eve lopm e nt Fram ew ork s  are  m e ant to be  base d  
on th e  obje ctive s of th e  Local Com m unity Strate gy. H ow eve r, oth e r bod ie s  such  
as Local Strate gic Partne rsh ips  also h ave  a b ig input to th e se  docum e nts.

… one  of nine  in England
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Each  part of th e  LD F can be  
d eve lope d  se parate ly but SBD C 
are  re q uire d  to pre pare  th e  SCI 
be fore  starting th e  re st of th e  
w ork . A s I und e rstand  it, th e  SCI 
is  suppose d  to d e scribe  H OW  
local participation is  to w ork ; th is  
d iscove ry is  im portant to us s ince  
th at last tim e  our socie ty trie d  to 
ge t a com m itm e nt out of th e  
planning auth oritie s  to e nsure  our 
voice  w as h e ard  w e  w e re  told  it 
w as still m uch  too e arly - th is  in 
spite  of th e ir alre ady h aving 
produce d  a m ass ive  docum e nt 
labe lle d  ‘Scoping Report for South  
Buck s D istrict’ in May of th is  
ye ar…
A t a re ce nt Ch ilte rn Soci e ty 
m e e ting to revie w  th e  South  East 
Plan, it w as pointe d  out th at our 
socie ty ne e d s  to be  part of th e  
South  Buck s LSP (Local Strate gic 
Partne rsh ip - you se e  w h y I h ave  
to k e e p  re p e ati ng th e s e  
acronym s?) I trie d  to find  a global 
d e finition of th e se  LSPs but all I 
cam e  up w ith  is  th e  local variant 
of it. H e re  is  one  e xam ple :
A  local strate gic partne rsh ip (LSP) 
is  a s ingle  body th at:
• brings toge th e r at a local leve l 

th e  d iffe re nt parts of th e  public 
se ctor as w e ll as th e  private , 
bus ine ss, com m unity and  
voluntary  s e ctors  s o th at 
d i ffe re nt i n i ti ati ve s  and  
se rvice s  support e ach  oth e r 
and  w ork  toge th e r;

• i s  a non  s tatutory, non -
e xe cutive  organisation;

• ope rate s at a leve l w h ich  
e nable s strate gic d e cis ions to 
be  tak e n and  is  close  e nough  to 
ind ividual ne igh bourh ood s to 
allow  actions to be  d e te rm ine d  
at com m unity leve l;

• sh ould  be  aligne d  w ith  local 
auth ority boundarie s.

A s a com parison, it is  inte re sting 
to look  at th e  East R id ing of 
York s h ire  LSP, w h ich  com prise s  
120 k e y local organisations from  
th e  public, private  and  voluntary 
/ com m unity se ctors. Th e re , th e  
LSP provid e s  th e  d ire ction for 

partne rs to w ork  toge th e r to 
im prove  th e  q uality of life  in th e  
East R id ing. Th e se  are  se riously 
b ig ope rations and  th e re  is  no 
evid e nce  th at I can find  th at 
South  Buck s h as such  a 
partne rsh ip in place  to w h ich  
your socie ty can contribute . 
H ow eve r, I d id  d iscove r th at th e re  
is  a Buck s Strate gic Partne rsh ip, 
w h ich  contribute d  its d raft 

‘vis ion’ for Buck s in Se pte m be r 
2004:
w w w .b uck sonline.gov.uk /BSP
I am  com ing to th e  d ism aying 
conclusion th at pe rh aps th e se  
LSPs are  d e s igne d  to function 
only at County or D istrict, and  
not at Paris h , leve l.

Fred  Russell

Curious  Conve yance s

Spotted on th e  Th am es  opposite  th e  Row ing Club

W e aving th e  W e bs ite

Th e  Socie ty w e bs ite  is  grow ing - s ince  th e  last New sle tte r w e  h ave  
add e d  part of th e  Taplow  Paris h  Plan and  th e re  h ave  be e n seve ral 
contributions to th e  Forum . A  good  start pe rh aps, but not e nough : th e  
w e bs ite  is  inte nd e d  as a re source  for eve ryone  - all th e  pe ople  of Taplow  
- and  th at m e ans you!
It is  re ally e asy to add  com m e nts to th e  w e bs ite : you just ne e d  to 
re giste r your e -m ail addre ss  and  th e n you can add  your vie w s to any 
page  w ith  a com m e nts box. Be tte r still, start a new  topic in th e  Forum  
and  m ak e  your id e as k now n. Th e  W e b  h as give n us som e th ing th at h as 
not be e n se e n s ince  Rom an tim e s : an e ffe ctive  w ay for ind ividuals to 
‘h ave  th e ir say’ on any topic, so w h e th e r you w ant to ve nt your 
frustration w ith  th e  state  of th e  road s or adve rtise  an unw ante d  rabb it 
h utch , do give  it a try.

Th e  addre ss  is : w w w .taplow society.org.uk

Andrew  Findlay
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Th e concept of th e Parish  Plan 
and its role in th e  developm ent of 
a m aster plan for th e future of a 
village com m unity is  new  to th e 
arcane w orld of planning.
In its Rural W h ite  Pape r Our 
Countrysid e  –  Th e  Future , th e  
Governm ent h as set out its clear 
intention th at a Parish  Plan is to be  
an integral elem ent in reach ing 
d ecis ions on d evelopm ent and  
se rvice  provision relating to a 
com m unity. Local Auth ority 
Planning Auth oritie s are  re q uire d  
to prepare  a Statem ent of 
Com m unity Involvem ent setting 
out h ow  it w ill ensure  th e  active , 
m eaningful and  continuing 
involvem ent of local com m unitie s 
in th e  preparation of d evelopm ent 
docum ents and  th e  consid e ration 
of planning applications.
Th e  Governm ent h as m ad e  it clear 
th at com m unity involvem ent is 
not to be  a rigid  tick -box proce ss 
nor is it to be  d elayed  until a stage  
is  re ach e d  at w h ich  th e re  is  little  
flexib ility to m ak e  ch ange. Th e  

Taplow  Parish  Plan is publish e d  
and  th e  first stage s of m ak ing it 
h appen h ave  starte d.
It h as be e n adopted  by th e  Taplow  
Parish  Council, w h ich  h as se nt 
copie s to th e  Local Planning 
Auth ority, South  Buck s D istrict 
Council and  to th e  H igh w ays and  
Landscape  D epartm ents of th e  
Buck ingh am sh ire  County Council. 
For inform ation copie s h ave  be e n 
se nt to th e  constituency MP 
D om inic Grieve , to th e  
Governm ent of th e  South  East, 
and  to seve ral environm ent and  
com m unity organisations.
Th e  Parish  Council h as th e  prim e  
re sponsib ility to enable  th e  
im plem entation of th e  Plan and  to 
ensure  th at th e  im plem entation is 
in accord  w ith  both  th e  spirit and  
th e  d etail of th e  publish e d  Plan.
A  w ork ing party from  th e  Ste e ring 
Group is d eveloping proposals to 
subm it to th e  Council for a 
structure  of project team s and  
advisory groups to carry forw ard  
th e  im plem entation of th e  Plan.

Follow ing th e  Parish  Council 
d efining th e  path  forw ard , th e re  
w ill be  a call for re s id e nts to 
participate  in th e  gath e ring of 
inform ation and  th e  form ulation 
of action plans to tack le  th e  seven 
issue s –  Environm ent: Traffic: 
Footpath s, Cycle  Track s and  Bridle  
W ays: H ousing: Com m unity 
Facilitie s : Public Transport: 
Com m unication. First and  
forem ost in bringing th e  Plan to a 
positive  next stage  is  th e  
e stablish m ent of th e  m ech anics of 
com m unity involvem ent w ith  th e  
Local Planning Auth ority and  th e  
County H igh w ay and  Landscape  
D epartm ents to enable  effective  
com m unity contribution to 
d evelopm ent plans in accordance  
w ith  governm ent d irective s.
A s eve r, th e  w h e els of ch ange  turn 
slow ly and  th e  Parish  Council 
aw aits a re sponse  to its subm iss ion 
of th e  Plan on March  29 th  to th e  
D istrict Council.

Karl Law rence

Taplow  Paris h  Plan: Mak ing It H appe n

Planning Applications

Re m e m be r, re ad e rs, w h ilst your Socie ty is  re spond ing to 
th e se  applications on your be h alf, it h e lps if you also w rite  
to th e  D istrict Council stating your vie w s, for or against.

South  Buck s  D istrict Council
D irector of Planning Services
Council O ffices
Capsw ood
O xford Road
D enh am
UB9  4LH

05/09 072/TPO  Form er Canadian Red Cross  
M em orial H ospital Cliveden Road  Th is  one  is  for 
pe rm iss ion to fe ll or crow n various ce dars. Is  th is  
add itional to th e  h undre d s of tre e s  involve d  in th e  
e xisting application? Pe nd ing.
05/06076/LIC M aidenh ead Row ing Club  River 
Road  Lice nce  A pplication. Se rious obje ctions h ave  
be e n raise d  by th e  local re s id e nts on th e  ground s 
th at an initial approval for a row ing club w ith  75 
m e m be rs  h as incre ase d  to 400+  m e m be rs  of a Social 
Club in a q uie t re s id e ntial are a. Pe nd ing.

05/01064/FUL Am erden Caravan Park  Am erden 
Lane  R e place m e nt D w e lling –  w h at are  th e se ? 
Pe nd ing.
05/07020/D M A Land At Junction O f Station Road 
And Bath  Road  Notification und e r Tow n and  
Country Planning (GPD ) O rd e r 19 9 5, Sch e dule  2, 
Parts 6 and  7 for th re e  polytunne ls…  Planning 
pe rm iss ion re q uire d  –  w atch  th is  space .
05/00040/FUL Nutsh ell, River Road  (A ntle r H om e s) 
D e m olition of existing build ing, e re ction of a block  
com pris ing 6 flats and  7 associate d  park ing space s. 
R e fuse d. H ow eve r, th e y still h ave  pe rm iss ion to 
build  a block  of 5 flats 

H itch am  and  Taplow  Pre se rvation Socie ty Autum n 2005 Page  7



Th e Society organised  th e  
Taplow  Village Green Party for 
th e  20th  succes s ive year. It took  
place  th is  ye ar on Saturday 18 
June , a be autiful sum m e r eve ning.
Th e  Party continue s to be  a 
popular local eve nt, one  of th e  
ve ry few  opportunitie s  for th e  
w h ole  com m unity to participate  
in a social occasion. Th is  ye ar, 
ove r 370 tick e ts w e re  sold  for ox 
roast or BBQ food , but at le ast 450 
pe ople  atte nd e d  to e njoy Mik e  
Sand e rson and  h is  m us icians and  
ge ne rally socialise .
It’s e asy to forge t th at a gre at d e al 
of e ffort goe s into running th e  
eve nt and  th at th e  tick e t price  h as 
to cove r all costs includ ing th e  
band , insurance  and  first-aid  
provis ion, not just th e  cost of th e  
food. Th e  Socie ty is  h appy to 
continue  running it as a 
contribution to th e  com m unity, 
but it is  d e pe nd e nt on th e  support 

of th ose  atte nd ing.
Th e  Taplow  Branch  of th e  
W om e n’s Institute  w as 
appre ciative  of th e  opportunity to 
organise  th e  raffle  at th is  ye ar’s 
party, and  it raise d  a total of ove r 
£1,100, £700 of w h ich  w as 
contribute d  during th e  eve ning. 
Th e  proce e d s w ill provid e  a 
m uch -ne e d e d  sum  tow ard s 
updating th e ir pre m ise s  in 
Institute  Road , w h ich  are  w id e ly 
use d  by th e  local com m unity.
Many th ank s  are  due  to th e  h ard -
w ork ing volunte e rs  w h o h e lpe d  
to m ak e  th e  eve ning so e njoyable . 
Th e  Socie ty w ould  w e lcom e  
vie w s on th e  eve nt: for e xam ple , 
s h ould  w e  continue  w ith  th e  
sam e  band , or is  it tim e  for a 
ch ange ? Le t us k now  w h at you 
th ink  by posting your com m e nts 
on our w e bs ite ,
w w w .taplow society.org.uk
or w rite  to th e  Ch airm an, A nne  

H anford , 1 Saxon Gard e ns, 
Taplow , SL6 0D D . W e  look  
forw ard  to h e aring from  you. Se e  
you again next ye ar!

Anne  H anford 

Th e  Party on th e  Gre e n

Louise  Sym onds  and 
Allyn Anth ony at th e  

raffle-tick et stall
Ph oto by Martin Gilm ore

Anne  Milne

A  true  frie nd  of Taplow  and  a founde r m em be r of 
th e  H itch am  and  Taplow  Pre se rvation Society, 
A nne 's loving d efence  of Taplow  and  its e nvirons 
w as rooted  in h e r fam ily's long connection w ith  
th e  parish . Sh e  continue d  th e ir stew ard sh ip by 
alw ays advocating a policy of re sponsible  and  
nece ssary d evelopm ent. Sh e  w as neve r a d ie -h ard  
opponent of ch ange , but w as one  w h o saw  h ow  an 
untenable  situation could be  transform e d  by 
planning d ecis ions w h ich  re spected  th e  legacy of 
th e  past.
A nne  w as one  of th e  original m em be rs of th e  
H itch am  and  Taplow  Pre se rvation Society, 
recruite d  by th e  ind efatigable  D r Maurice  Roge rs 
and  inspire d  by th e  exam ple  of village rs w h o 
e arlie r h ad  com bine d  to buy th e  land  now  k now n 
as th e  recreation ground  to save  it from  
d evelope rs. A s a m em be r of th e  Society and  as a 
councillor, sh e  valued  th e  support and  strength  of 
th e  Society as an auxiliary to th e  w ork  of th e  
Parish , D istrict and  County Councils, on all of 
w h ich  sh e  se rved.

It w as in th e  19 50s w h e n Taplow  w as a rare , rath e r 
Edw ard ian, survivor in a vulne rable  part of th e  
Gre en Belt, th at A nne  returne d  to live  h e re  w ith  
h e r fam ily. Sh e  played  a lead ing role  in th e  19 60s 
transform ation of Taplow  from  a com m unity of 
large  and  d ecaying m ansions w ith  a few  ve ry 
sm all h ouse s, m ostly occupie d  by pensione d  or 
w ork ing retaine rs, to th e  pre se nt village  w ith  its 
w id e  range  of h ousing style s and  s iz e s.
It w as not easy to convince  d evelope rs th at large  
gard ens ne e d  not be  transform e d  into grid -patte rn 
e state s, and  w ith out A nne’s strong advocacy of a 
d evelopm ent plan it is  probable  th at W ellbank , 
Stock w ells and  Cedar Ch ase  w ould now  be  part of 
th e  le ss attractive  legacy of th at tim e. A lso, h e r 
e nth usiasm , vision and  purposeful co-ope ration 
w ith  fellow  Taplow  re s id e nts in local governm ent 
gave  us our village  gre e n and  e nsure d  th at our 
sch ool w ould continue  to give  Taplow  ch ildren a 
full prim ary e ducation..
A nne’s life  w as spent in se rvice  to h e r country in 
w ar and  to h e r ne igh bours in peace. If you se e k  
h e r m em orial, look  around  you.

H elen Grellier
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You m ay h ave read in th e  pres s  
th at m any local events  lik e  our 
Village Green Party (VGP) h ave 
b een cancelled  by th e ir 
organise rs  as a re sult of th e  flood  
of re gulations pouring out of 
Brusse ls and  W h ite h all. Th is  m ay 
be  only a Britis h  proble m , 
h ow eve r: w e  h ave  a h ouse  in 
France , and  th e  jollifications th e re  
on Bastille  Nigh t and  at th e  
various village  fe te s  (of w h ich  
th e re  are  m any) se e m  to continue  
unabate d.
Th e  VGP is  classe d  as public 
e nte rtainm e nt (w e  h ope  you 
e njoye d  it) and  th e re fore , apart 
from  th e  proble m  of insurance , it 
ne e d s  an ENTERTA INMENT 
LICENCE. Th is  is  is sue d  by th e  
South  Buck s D istrict Council, and  
w h ilst atte m pting to obtain it th is  
ye ar, our Ch airm an w as told  sh e  
h ad  to provid e  a te st ce rtificate  for 
th e  cable  and  sock e ts use d  to 
provid e  e le ctricity for th e  band 's  
e q uipm e nt, and  for th e  ligh ts.

In previous ye ars th e se  h ave  be e n 
ge ne rously provid e d  by Mr Bob 
H anbury, and  consiste d  of a h uge  
(3 fe e t in d iam e te r) rotating re e l 
containing th e  w ire , w ith  a 
double  sock e t on th e  e nd , and  a 
ve ry large  ye llow  floodligh t, 
w h ich  look e d  as if it could  h ave  
done  duty as a se arch ligh t in th e  
last w ar. Mr H anbury confirm e d  
(not surpris ingly) th at h e  d id  not 
h ave  a ce rtificate  of e le ctrical 
safe ty for th e se . W e  th e re fore  rang 
around  various contractors (som e  
of w h om  w ould  h ave  be e n ve ry 
e xpe ns ive ) to se e  if w e  could  
obtain one . W e  eve ntually found  
one  w h o w ould  com e  out to 
inspe ct th e  ligh ts for a re asonable  
fe e  (£30).
Th e  inspe cting e le ctrician, w h o 
turne d  out to be  a ve ry large  black  
ge ntle m an, took  one  look  at our 
ve ne rable  e q uipm e nt and  purse d  
h is  lips. H e  e xplaine d  th at in 
ord e r to be  d e e m e d  w orth y of th e  
ce rtificate , e ach  ind ividual part of 

th e  e q uipm e nt h ad  to h ave  a 
re s istance  on th e  e arth  w ire  of le ss  
th an 1 oh m . H e  th e n found  th at 
th e  30 m e tre s  of cable  or so on th e  
re e l h ad  a re s istance  of around  3 
oh m s. I said  I d id  not se e  h ow  a 
cable  of th at le ngth  could  h ave  
such  a low  figure . H e  re spond e d , 
“W e ll, if it w e re  split into sm alle r 

le ngth s, and  e ach  b it w as le ss  
th an 1 oh m , th at w ould  be  all 
righ t.” Th e re  w as a pause , afte r 
w h ich  h e  re alise d  th e  illogicality 
of th at state m e nt and  said  w e ll, 
m aybe  cable  w as d iffe re nt, but 
ce rtainly th e  ligh t h ad  to be  le ss  
th an 1 oh m . H e  applie d  one  probe  
to th e  s id e  of th e  ligh t (w h e re  th e  
paint h ad  com e  off), and  one  to 
th e  plug but found  it w e ll ove r th e  
m inim um  figure .
At th is  stage , I re alise d  w e  w e re  
going to h ave  to find  an 
alte rnative , so I th ank e d  h im  and  
paid  h im  h is  fe e . H e  th e n 
produce d  a w ad  of ye llow  stick e rs  
w ith  ‘FA ILED’ in b ig re d  le tte rs, 
and  ask e d  m e  if I w ould  lik e  h im  
to stick  th e se  on th e  ligh ts and  th e  
cable . I said  I d id  not th ink  Mr 
H anbury w ould  lik e  th at…
W e  h ire d  ligh ts and  cable  from  an 
approve d  com pany for th e  party, 
and  w ill use  som e  of th e  surplus 
from  th e  proce e d s of th e  eve ning 
to buy som e  of our ow n.

Joh n H anford

Th e  H azards  of Ele ctricity

Be rry H ill W ork s

D e ar A ll,

I w ould  lik e  to inform  you all as re pre se ntative s of th e  Taplow  
Quarry Liaison Com m itte e  th at w e  w ill be  starting w ork  on th e  
construction of th e  acce ss  road  on th e  4th  Se pte m be r 2005. Th is  
w ill involve  an arch ae ological d ig and  stripping of topsoil. Th is  
w ill tak e  4 w e e k s  and  be  follow e d  by th e  actual construction of th e  
road , w h ich  w ill tak e  6-7 w e e k s.
I previously intim ate d  th at th e  start date  for q uarrying w ould  be  
e arly 2006, h ow eve r, it is  now  our inte ntion to start q uarrying 
during August 2006 as th e  e xpe cte d  finis h  date  for Eton 
A ggre gate s (th e  com pany proce ss ing aggre gate  from  th e  
construction of th e  row ing lak e  at Eton) h as slippe d.
I w ill k e e p you inform e d  of any furth e r d eve lopm e nts.

Re gard s

M ik e  Low e  (Sum m erleaz e )
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In th e  current year th e  Society 
h as  228 fam ily m em b ers h ips  and 
th ree  corporate sponsors . It is  
d ifficult to com pare  th is  w ith  last 
ye ar as th e  m e m be rsh ip re cord s 
w e re  th e n k e pt in a d iffe re nt form . 
H ow eve r, it appe ars th e re  m ay 
h ave  be e n a sligh t incre ase  in 
num be rs.
Th e  Society w as neve r intend e d  to 
m ak e  profits, and  th e  Com m itte e  
consid e rs th at gene rally th e  
re se rve s of around  £2,500 are  
sufficie nt to cover unfore se e n 
expense s, and  also w ould allow  us 
to m ak e  one -off paym ents as th e  
ne e d  arise s. Aud ite d  accounts w ill 
be  provid e d  at th e  AGM in 
O ctobe r, but it is  anticipated  th at 
th e  Society w ill broadly break  even 
for th e  year. Th e re  sh ould 
th e refore  be  no ne e d  to alte r th e  
subscription rate s.
Th e  Society h as tw o m ajor 
expense s on w h ich  th e  bulk  of th e  
annual incom e  is  spent: th e  
printing of th e  tw o new slette rs 
and  th e  Village  Gre en Party. For 
th is new slette r, w e  are  using a new  
printe r w h o is ch e ape r th an th e  
previous one , and  th is allow s us to 
h ave  m ore  colour in th e  m agaz ine  
for th e  sam e  price. Th e  Village  
Gre en Party is ve ry d ifficult to 
budget as th e  expend iture  of 
around  £1,300 h as to be  com m itted  
before  th e  event and, s ince  w e  
cannot ch arge  for adm iss ion to th e  
Gre en, th e  only rece ipts are  from  
th e  sale s of tick ets for food. W h ile  
a num be r of tick ets are  prepaid  at 
special rate s, th e  vast m ajority are  
sold on th e  nigh t, and  th e re  is  
alw ays th e  risk  of inclem ent 
w eath e r affecting th e  num be rs. 
Balancing th e  purch ase  of th e  food  
w ith  th e  expected  d em and  is 
th e refore  a b it of a gam ble , and  of 
course  th e  band  h as to be  paid  in 
any event. W e  are  ve ry please d  
th e refore  th at th is year w e  h ave  
again be e n able  to break  even, 
w ith  a sm all surplus of around  £50 
w h ich  w e  intend  to put to th e  

purch ase  of ligh ts and  cabling for 
th e  event, th e  ne e d  for w h ich  is  th e  
subject of anoth e r article  in th is 
new slette r.
Th e  raffle  tick ets sold at th e  party 
are  not use d  to finance  th e  
expend iture , but to raise  m oney 
for various ne e d s associated  w ith  
Taplow  and  H itch am . Th is year 
th ey provid e d  around  £700 
tow ard s nece ssary im provem ents 
at th e  W om ens’ Institute  build ing 
on th e  playing fields.

Joh n H anford

H e le n Le e

It is  w ith  ve ry gre at re gre t th at w e  h ave  to announce  th e  d e ath  of 
H e le n Le e . H e le n w as a ve ry active  com m itte e  m e m be r of th is  
socie ty for m any ye ars. Sh e  w as w ife  of a form e r pre s id e nt and  
gave  us invaluable  support.
H e le n w as ve ry k indly, practical and  dow n to e arth . Sh e  traine d  
as a nurse  at Guys, and  subse q ue ntly se rve d  w ith  th e  Que e n 
A lexand e r’s Royal Naval Nursing Se rvice , during w h ich  tim e  s h e  
m e t and  m arrie d  Lincoln. Th ey h ad  th re e  sons, five  grand sons, a 
granddaugh te r and  tw o gre at grandch ildre n, and  ce le brate d  
th e ir 60th  w e dd ing annive rsary just a few  w e e k s  b e fore  h e r d e ath .
H e le n involve d  h e rse lf in m any local affairs  and  it w as in h e r 
tim e  on our com m itte e  th at our ve ry popular village  gre e n party, 
w h ich  h as gone  from  stre ngth  to stre ngth , w as starte d. W e  h ave  
m uch  cause  to be  grate ful to h e r and  s h e  w ill be  ve ry gre atly 
m isse d  by us all.

Eva Lipm an 

Me m be rs h ip and Finance

Gaining confidence

A ch eery w ave…
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In th e  sum m er of 2004, th e  South  
Buck s  Planning Com m ittee  
refused  an application by th e  
National Trust and  Countrys id e  
Prope rtie s  to d eve lop th e  s ite  for 
19 1 h ouse s  and  flats, and  in th e  
autum n th e  applicants lodge d  an 
appe al against th e  d e cis ion. Th e  
appe al w as h e ard  at a local public 
e nq uiry at th e  b e ginning of 
August 2005 and  th e  outcom e  is  
e xpe cte d  no e arlie r th an th e  e nd  
of Nove m be r. Th e  final d e cis ion 
w ill be  m ad e  by th e  Se cre tary of 
State  afte r consid e ration of th e  
A ppe al Inspe ctor’s re port.
Th e  e nq uiry h e ard  evid e nce  from  
th e  applicants, South  Buck s 
D istrict Council, Taplow  Paris h  
Council and  a num be r of Taplow  
re s id e nts.
Th e  applicants’ case  w as base d  on 
a fall-back  argum e nt: th at th e  19 1 
sch e m e  w as an im prove m e nt on 
th e  e xtant 135 age -re stricte d  
sch e m e , w h ich  h ad  be e n grante d  
full pe rm iss ion at th e  sam e  
m e e ting at w h ich  th e  19 1 sch e m e  
w as re fuse d. Th ey claim e d  th at:
• It com p li e s  w i th  th e  

d eve lopm e nt plan.
• It com plie s  w ith  th e  m inim um  

d e ns ity re q uire m e nts for 
d eve lopm e nt of 30 h ouse s  pe r 
h e ctare .

• It i nclud e s  42 afford ab le  
h ousing units, w h e re as th e  135 
sch e m e  h ad  none .

• It w ould  cre ate  a m ore  m ixe d  
com m un i ty  th an  th e  135 
sch e m e .

• It provid e s  alte rnative  m e ans 
of transport by m e ans of tw o 
m i n i b u s e s  d e d i cate d  i n 
pe rpe tuity.

• It com plie s  w ith  th e  park ing 
standard s of an ave rage  of 1.5 
space s pe r dw e lling.

South  Buck s and  Taplow  Paris h  
Councils base d  th e ir opposition 
on th e  non-conform ance  w ith  th e  
d eve lopm e nt plan and  car-
d e pe ndant nature  of th e  s ite , 
w h ich  h as no re alistic acce ss  to 

e m ploym e nt and  se rvice s  w ith out 
th e  use  of th e  car. Stating th at 
alth ough  th is  w as true  of both  th e  
sch e m e s, th e  e xisting 135 age -
re stricte d  pe rm iss ion w ould  h ave  
a far low e r e nvironm e ntal im pact 
and  be  m ore  sustainable  th an th e  
ope n m ark e t 19 1 proposal. Th ey 
argue d  th at:
• Th e  i nte nti on  of th e  

d eve lopm e nt plan is  to pe rm it 
only a re stricte d  h ousing use  of 
th e  s ite .

• Th e  d eve lopable  are a, w h e n 
ne ce ssary land scape  buffe rs 
are  tak e n into account, is  4.5 
h e ctare s, th us ach ieving th e  30 
dw e llings pe r h e ctare  d ire ction 
w ith  135 dw e llings.

• Th e  gai n  i n  afford ab le  
dw e llings is  a plus point but is  
insufficie nt to outw e igh  th e  
i n h e re ntly  uns u s tai nab le  
location of th e  s ite .

• ‘Mixe d  com m unity’ com prise s  
far m ore  th an an e conom ic m ix 
of th e  occupants. W ith out any 
on-s ite  s h ops, e m ploym e nt or 
facilitie s, th e  d eve lopm e nt 
w ould  be  s im ply a dorm itory 
h ousing e state .

• Th e  tw o m inibuse s  w ould  not 
provid e  a re alistic alte rnative  
to th e  car, give n th e  m ulti-
tim e d , m ulti-purpose  and  
m ulti-d ire ctional nature  of 
trave l from  th e  s ite .

• Th e  re s tri cti on  of car-
ow ne rsh ip could  not be  
ach ieve d  s im ply by re stricting 
th e  num be r of ‘official’ park ing 
space s, w h e n th e  space  
available  for park ing could , 
and  w ould  b e  li k e ly  to, 
accom m odate  a far gre ate r 
num be r.

Th e  m ost te lling outcom e  of th e  
Enq uiry w as th at both  s id e s  
agre e d  th at th e  19 1 sch e m e  w ould  
ge ne rate  w e ll ove r tw ice  th e  
num be r of ve h icle  trips as th e  135 
sch e m e , an incre ase  vastly gre ate r 
th an th e  s im ple  incre ase  in 
num be rs  of dw e llings.

In th e  opinion of both  South  
Buck s D istrict Council and  
Taplow  Paris h  Council, th e  use  of 
th e  fall-back  argum e nt sough t to 
d ive rt th e  Enq uiry from  
consid e ring th e  19 1 sch e m e  on its 
ow n m e rits or in th e  ligh t of up-
to-date  Gove rnm e nt planning 
guid e line s, w h e re  th e  ove rrid ing 
e m ph as is  is  on consid e rations of 
sustainab ility. It m ust be  borne  in 
m ind  th at th e  e xtant 135 
pe rm ission could not be  refused  on 
th e  ground s of unsustainab ility 
be cause  th e  first outline  
pe rm iss ion h ad  be e n grante d  in 
19 9 5, prior to th e  re cognition th at 
sustainab ility is  one  of th e  k e y 
is sue s  of m od e rn planning. 
Ne ith e r of th e  sch e m e s  w ould  be  
acce ptable , from  a stand ing start, 
in today's  te rm s, but th e  135 age -
re stricte d  sch e m e  is  le ss  h arm ful 
th an th e  19 1 unre stricte d  sch e m e .

Footnote :
Th ose  w h o are  m em bers of th e  
National Trust w ill h ave rece ived  
recently th e  notice  of th e  National 
Trust AGM  at w h ich  th e re  w ill be  a 
d e bate  on a m em bers’ re solution 
se e k ing to re duce  car trips to 
National Trust propertie s. It is 
revealing to contrast argum ents put 
forw ard by th e  QC repre senting th e  
National Trust at th e  enquiry and th e  
statem ent by th e  Council of th e  
National Trust printed  in  th e  notice  
of th e  AGM .
At th e  appeal enquiry, th e  availability 
of th e  m in ibuse s w as advanced  as a 
strong argum ent to com pensate  for 
th e  inacce ssibility of th e  Clived en  
site . In  contrast th e  National Trust 
Council's statem ent in  th e  notice  of 
th e  AGM , und e r th e  h ead ing ‘Th e  
W id e r Context’, state s:
“M ost people are  so use d  to travelling 
by car th at provid ing alternatives to 
using th e  car is not enough  to ch ange  
th e ir be h aviour.”
Th e y can’t h ave it both  w ays.

Fred  Russell

Clive de n Enq uiry
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Be rry H ill 

W h y is  it calle d  Be rry H ill? D e spite  th e  curse  of 
be ing re pe titious, le t m e  pose  som e  id e as. Th e  
obvious answ e r is  th at lots of be rrie s  use d  to grow  
on its ve rge s. More  folk  h ow eve r sugge st th at its 
prove nance  w as ‘bury’, and  th e re  are  of course  
both  burial m ound  and  graveyard  ne ar th e  top. 
Som e  folk  th ink  th at th e  nam e  re late s to ‘burgh ’, 
and  th e re  are , of course , se ttle m e nts at both  e nd s. 
Ye t anoth e r sugge stion is  th at it w as originally 
‘Bray H ill’, and  be fore  th e  Bath  Road  w as built 
you m igh t h ave  gone  dow n th is  road  to th e  fe rry 
at Bray. Maybe  w e ’ll neve r k now .

Burnh am

Th is  new sle tte r is  not m uch  give n to adve rtis ing, 
but pe rh aps Burnh am , w h ich  is  our ne are st 
village , d e se rve s a m e ntion. Burnh am  is  not q uite  
th e  sle e py place  it use d  to be . Th e re  are  tw o 
supe rm ark e ts, an e xce lle nt book sh op, and  righ t in 
th e  m iddle , next to th e  h e alth  food  s h op, Susie  
Lipm an (daugh te r of our pre se nt Pre s id e nt) h as 
re ce ntly ope ne d  a ve ry supe rior art s h op and  
galle ry. Tak e  a look  for yourse lve s!

Th e  Cros s rail Proje ct

Th ose  of our m e m be rs  w h o th ink  th at th e re  
s h ould  be  a re asonable  rail se rvice  from  Taplow  
Station m igh t be  advise d  to study th e  plans w h ich  
are  outline d  in th e  Crossrail docum e nt (and  th e  
article on our w ebsite  by Jon W illm ore  - Ed).
Th e  e d itor of th is  new sle tte r h as alre ady pointe d  
out th at if th e  railw ay track  is  e le ctrifie d  it m ay 
h ave  visual e ffe cts th at m any w ould  re gre t. 
H ow eve r, th e  conce rn w h ich  I am  now  voicing is  
about th e  le ngth  of th e  trains. Th e  docum e nt 
prom ise s  an im prove m e nt in rail se rvice , w h ich  
se e m s sple nd id , but it also m e ntions th at th e  
trains w ill be  so long th at th e  platform  at Taplow  
(and  m any oth e r stations) w ill h ave  to be  
le ngth e ne d. Th e  platform s at Taplow  are  alre ady 
tw o h undre d  yard s long, and  th e  trains se ldom  
use  h alf th at le ngth ; if th e  train le ngth s are  
double d , it sugge sts to a pe rson w ith  a suspicious 
m ind  (m e aning m e ) th at th e re  w ill be  eve n few e r 
trains th an th e re  are  now …

Lincoln Lee

Lincoln’s  Corne r

… and th ey sailed off 
into th e  sunset.




