
H itch am  H ouse

As it was in about 19 53 wh en it becam e a training centre and 

nurses' h om e as an annexe to th e Canadian Red Cross H ospital.

H itch am  and Taplow 

Preservation Society

Newsletter 83 -  Spring 2005



I’ve be en w riting th e s e  editorials for q uite  a w h ile 

now  and m aybe  it’s  tim e  for a fre s h  h and at th e  

k eyboard and som e  new  ideas . For instance, I 

w onder about th e  idea of ‘gue st editorials’ from  

intere sting people round th e  Paris h ?

In th is  is s ue  w e  are  fully te s ting th e  id e a of 

developing th e  New sletter via our new  w ebs ite  

(w w w .taplow society.org.uk ). Th is  is  an im portant 

step in th at it m eans  th at if anybody h as  an 

intere sting idea for entry in th e  New sletter th en th ey 

can s im ply input it th em s elves  on th e  w ebs ite . Th e  

editor can th en exam ine  th is  m aterial and extract th e  

m eaty stuff for th e  New sletter w h ich  w ill becom e a 

printed snaps h ot of ongoing Paris h  life . W e w ould 

lik e  you all to look  at our w ebs ite  on a regular bas is  

and post inform ation as  w ell as  articles  on it w h ich  

m igh t be  of general intere st to us  all. It w ould be  

great if it could becom e a forum  for exch ange of 

inform ation.

Th ere  is  an article w ith in w h ich  sum m arize s  th e  

South  East Plan w h ich  h as  be en prepared by our new  

Regional As s em bly planners . W e are  inform ed th at 

th is  w ill be  th e  only statutory back ing for th e  

Governm ent’s  four de s ignated grow th  areas , th re e  of 

w h ich  are  in our Region. Th e  Governm ent h as  

produced a consultative docum ent called “Culture  at 

th e  H eart of Regeneration” (Such  w onderful titles!) 

w h ich  state s : “Th e  planning system  exists  to ensure  

th at th e re  is  a fair balance betw e en th e  benefits  to 

developers  and th e  benefits  to society”. You h ave to 

as k  yours elves  w h at th is  m eans . Doe s  it m ean th at 

developers  are  outs ide  society and it’s  Us  against 

Th em ? O r doe s  it m ean th at aspect of society 

repre s ented by th e  planners? W h at about you and 

m e? It is  w orth  noting th at at a m e eting of th e  

Ch iltern Society I attended, fully h alf of th os e  

pre s ent did not h ave k now ledge of th e  ‘Your Sh out’ 

pam ph let w h ich  w as  suppos ed to elicit our opinion 

about th e  Plan - or at least th e  num ber of h ous e s  th ey 

w is h  to inflict on us . I h ave a copy of it but th e  

q ue stionnaire  s e em s  to boil dow n to “Do you prefer 

us  to build 25,000 or 35,000 h ous e s  a year for a 

tw enty year period and w h e re  do you th ink  w e  

s h ould build th em ?” Som e ch oice! Th e  actual 

num ber re q uired by th e  existing population is  

e stim ated to be  approx 17,000 - 18,000 per year.

In th e  above context Cros s rail m ak e s  its  appearance 

as  a provis ion of th e  transport infrastructure  for all 

th e  planned increas e  in econom ic activity and 

population in th e  South . It’s  a bold and intere sting 

idea (s e e  brief article) but it could h ave s ignificant 

effects  on Taplow  including, for instance, th e  Brunel 

Bridge  be ing graced w ith  electric pylons , a structure  

in line  for a World H eritage  Site  rank ing.

Th e  Taplow  Paris h  Plan is  in its  final stage s  at th e  

m om ent of w riting and by th e  tim e  you read th is  it 

w ill be  w ith  th e  Planning O ffice . Th e  w ork  in 

producing th is  plan h as  be en cons iderable and 

involved m any volunteers  from  around th e  Paris h  

and ste ered by Joh n Kennedy. Special m ention m ust 

be  m ade  of Bernard and M ary Trevallion w h o pulled 

th e  w h ole th ing togeth e r to produce w h at is  

undoubtedly th e  very first definition of our paris h  

environm ent togeth e r w ith  an analys is  of w h at a 

s ignificant proportion of us  w is h  to s e e  h appen to it 

in th e  future . Th e  Paris h  ow e s  th em  a debt of 

gratitude .

Th e  Cliveden battle trundles  on w ith  a Public Inq uiry 

to be  h eld in August. Th ere  h as , I gath er, be en m uch  

be h ind th e  scene s  m anoeuvering to avoid th e  expens e  

(and exposure) of such  an inspection, lik e  th e  late st 

offering of 170 h ous e s  instead of 19 1. Watch  th is  

space . 

H itch am  and Taplow  Pre s e rvation Socie ty

Form e d in 19 59  to prote ct H itch am , Taplow , and th e  s urrounding countrys ide  from  be ing spoilt by bad 

de velopm e nt and ne gle ct.

Pre s ident : Eva Lipm an

Vice Pre s idents : Tony H ick m an, Dr J Kennedy, Dere k  Walk er, Lincoln Lee

Ch airm an: Anne H anford

Treasurer: Joh n H anford

Secretary: Jerem y Vanstone

As st. Secretary: Allyn Anth ony

Com m itte e : Euan Felton, H eath er Fenn, Karl Law rence , Andy M cKenzie , Barrie  Peroni, Fred Rus s ell, 

Louis e  Sym onds , Esth e r W illm ore  (co-opted), Gill H ollow ay (co-opted)
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Th e pre s ent 'H itch am  H ous e ' w as  originally built in 

about 1868 for George  H anbury, th e  great-

grandfath er of Robert H anbury w h o currently live s  in 

'Tith e  Barn' adjacent to St. M ary's  Ch urch  to th e  

north  of H itch am  Lane .

At th at tim e , h ow ever, th e  h ous e  w as  called 

'Blyth w ood'. It only becam e 'H itch am  H ous e ' after 

th e  H anbury fam ily purch as ed th e  land to th e  north  

of H itch am  Lane on w h ich  th e  original 'H itch am  

H ous e ' h ad stood, located close  to th e  s ite  of th e  

pre s ent 'H itch am  Park  Cottage'. At one tim e , Queen 

Elizabeth  I vis ited Sir Nich olas  Clark e  at th e  original 

H itch am  H ous e  and reportedly said th at h e  w as  a 

very rude  m an and s h e  w ould not vis it h im  again! At 

som e  tim e , th e  s ite  w as  occupied by a m onastery and 

stew  ponds  w ere  created to provide  a guaranteed 

source  of fis h . Finally, a Georgian h ous e  w as  built on 

th e  s ite , us ed as  a sch ool at som e  tim e , but w as  

dem olis h ed in 1804 after a fire .

Sk ipping ah ead now  to th e  20th  century, h e re  are  

som e  m ore  recent activitie s  involving H itch am . 

H ous e  and its  e state s :

During th e  Great War, H om e  Farm  (now  called 

'H itch am  H ous e  Farm ' w ith  its  entrance off Lent 

Ris e) w as  occupied in M arch  19 15 by th e  Kent 

H eavy Battery. It w as  also us ed as  billets  by th e  

2nd/4th  Royal Berk s h ire  Regim ent, w h ich  w as  rais ed 

and com m anded by Colonel L H  H anbury CM G VD. 

Th is  Regim ent m oved to France in June 19 16. In 

World War II, H itch am  H ous e  w as  partly occupied 

by th e  RAF Police (w ith  Lionel H anbury re s iding in 

one  w ing of th e  h ous e  only) and th e  RAF occupied 

both  gate lodge s . Th ere  w as  also a prison cam p for 

Italian and oth er prisoners -of-w ar in th e  field on th e  

north  s ide  of H itch am  Lane adjacent to th e  Gore .

According to Beryl M ontague (w h o now  live s  in 

Ch urch  Lodge oppos ite  St. M ary's  Ch urch ), H itch am  

H ous e  and its  stable block  w as  sold to th e  th en 

W indsor Group H ospital M anagem ent Com m itte e  

(now  East Berk s  H ealth  Auth ority) som etim e  

betw e en 19 50 and 19 52 for th e  princely sum  of 

£17,000.

After m inor alterations  to th e  interior of th e  m ain 

h ous e , it opened as  a h ostel for student nurs e s  of th e  

Canadian Red Cros s  H ospital in M arch  19 53. Beryl 

first lived in H itch am  H ous e  as  a student nurs e  in th e  

19 50s . Th e  stable block  w as  converted into a Sch ool 

of Nurs ing in th e  m id-19 60s  w ith  th e  loos e  boxe s  

becom ing office s , th e  stables  tw o large clas s room s , 

and th e  carriage  room  a very large practical room . 

After rais ing h e r ow n fam ily, Beryl returned th e re  in 

th e  19 70s , first as  a nurs e  and th en w ork ing as  a 

nurs e  teach er.

By th e  end of th e  70s , it w as  becom ing obvious  th at 

H itch am  H ous e  w ould not be  ne eded by th e  h ospital 

for m uch  longer. Th e  upk e ep w as  enorm ous , m ore  

students  lived out, training h ad ch anged, and th e  

H ospital w as  to be  clos ed. In 19 82, th e  training 

sch ool m oved into one  of th e  now  redundant w ards  at 

th e  H ospital and th e  h ous e  w as  clos ed up.

Beryl recalls th at H itch am  H ous e  w as  th en sold to a 

developer for around £275,000. Th e  m ain h ous e  w as  

divided into nine  s eparate 'h ous e s ' th at w ere  sold 

w ith out furth er alterations . Individual price s  ranged 

from  £25,000 to £75,000 for w h ich  one  got only 

w h at w as  th e re  before  divis ion. Th ere  w as  no 

electricity, gas , w ater or plum bing. M ost h ad no 

stairs  unles s  you bough t a part containing th e  original 

stairs , probably no bath room  and certainly no 

k itch en. As  a Grade  II listed building, any ch ange s  to 

th e  external appearance of th e  h ous e  w ere  rigorously 

controlled by th e  local council.

Every h ous e  h ad a different builder w h ich  m eant th at 

th e re  w as  a constant stream  of builders ' vans  going 

up and dow n th e  drive . At th e  sam e  tim e , th e  stable 

block  w as  be ing converted into 4 units  by a s econd 

developer. At th e  end of th is  nigh tm are , th e  old h ous e  

look s  very m uch  th e  sam e  from  th e  outs ide  w h ilst 

ins ide  it is  s e e ing yet anoth er w ay of life . Unlik e  

m any oth er Victorian m ans ions , H itch am  H ous e  h as  

lived to s e e  anoth er day!

Space  did not pe rm it th e  full te xt of th is  article  to be  

include d in th is  is s ue  and for th os e  w is h ing to re ad 

th e  fascinating re colle ctions  of Be ryl's  life  at th e  

Nurs e s ' H om e  th e  full te xt by Alan is  on our w e bs ite  

at w w w .taplow socie ty.org.uk .

Le onard Miall

Th e death  of Leonard M iall w as  a sad blow  

to th is  Society. Leonard h ad be en as sociated 

w ith  it for m any years . H is  w ife  w as  th e  first 

Secretary and, of cours e , h e  w as  th e  

pre s ident for 12 or m ore  years  and an ex-

editor of th is  New sletter. In som e  w ays  h e  

w ill be  rem em bered for h is  great s ens e  of 

h um our: "W e've got Fairie s  at th e  bottom  of 

our garden" or, "Th e s e  ancient beam s  fell off 

th e  back  of a w ain". But h e  w ill be  

rem em bered for h is  courte sy and k indne s s  in 

and around Taplow . H e  w as  a w onderful 

m an, and w e  w ill m is s  h im . Som e of th e  

m ost adm ired people from  th e  BBC w ere  at 

h is  m em orial s ervice , and w e  w ere  luck y to 

h ave som eone  of such  ch arism a and 

capability living h e re .

H itch am  H ous e

Alan Se nior
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Paris h  Councillor M ary Trevallion, w ith  s ignificant 

contributions  from  h e r lifetim e  and profe s s ional 

partner Profe s sor Bernard Trevallion, pre s ented an 

exem plary first stage  Paris h  Plan for th e  people of 

Taplow  to Joh n Kennedy, Ch airm an of th e  Taplow  

Paris h  Plan (TPP) Steering Group at a m e eting of th e  

Group on M arch  21st.

It w as  agre ed unanim ously by th e  Taplow  Paris h  

Council on M arch  29 th  to subm it th is  first stage  Plan 

to th e  South  Buck s  District Council as  a consultation 

d ocum e nt in th e  pre paration of its  Local 

Developm ent Fram ew ork .

Th e  O ffice  of th e  Deputy Prim e  M inister h as  said 

th at Paris h  Plans  s h ould provide  th e  ‘bedrock ’ for 

Local Developm ent Fram ew ork s . To date Taplow  is  

th e  only Paris h  to subm it a Plan to South  Buck s  

District Council.

Th e  Plan analys e s  th e  reports  of th e  s everal Group 

sub-com m itte e s , th e  com m ents  of th e  80 vis itors  to 

th e  TPP Exh ibition, and th e  234 re spondents  to th e  

TPP Que stionnaire  w h ich  w as  distributed to every 

h ous e h old in th e  Paris h . It distills a statem ent of 

proposals and actions  to m e et th e  aspirations  and 

prioritie s  of th e  Taplow  com m unity.

Th e  Gove rnm e nt’s  R ural W h ite  Pape r O ur 

Countrys ide  –  Th e  Future  defined th e  purpos e  of a 

Paris h  Plan to be  “to identify k ey facilitie s  and 

s e rvice s , s et out th e  problem s  th at ne ed to be  tack led 

and dem onstrate  h ow  distinctive ch aracter and 

feature s  can be  pre s e rved”. W ith  th is  clear objective, 

consultation w ith  re s idents  w as  k ey to th e  TPP 

Steering Group effort.

Work ing Groups  w ere  recruited to report on th e  

current s ituation and th e  future  ne eds  of th e  th re e  

m ain areas  of th e  Paris h  –  th e  Woodland Plateau to 

th e  North , th e  Village at th e  centre  and th e  Th am e s  

and Jubilee  R ivers ide s  –  and to identify specific 

topics  for w ide  consultation.

M e e tings  w e re  h e ld  w ith  15 organi s ations  

repre s enting a w ide  spectrum  of intere sts  w ith in th e  

Paris h .

A four day Exh ibition w as  h eld in th e  Village Centre  

introducing vis itors  to th e  concept of a Paris h  Plan 

and displaying a s e rie s  of annotated m aps  and 

ph otograph s  s h ow ing th e  range of concerns  

h igh ligh ted in th e  reports  of th e  Work ing Groups  

plus  additional ph otograph s  and note s  outlining 

current s ituations  and pos s ible rem edie s  augm ented 

by a listing of all th e  com m ents  from  th e  various  

organisations  of specific intere sts . Vis itors  w ere  

invited to expre s s  th e ir view s  in th e  form  of post-it 

note s  on notice  boards .

All re s idents  w ere  polled th rough  a q ue stionnaire  

com pile d from  all th e  is s ue s  rais e d . Th e  

q ue stionnaire  com pris ed tick  box re q ue sts  and 

invitations  for com m ent to open-ended q ue stions . 

Re spons e s  cam e  from  35% of h ous e h olds  in th e  

Paris h .

Cons ervation and enh ancem ent of th e  natural and 

built environm ent repre s ent th e  m ajor concern of 

Taplow  people over all oth er is sue s . Th is  is  th e  m ain 

th rust of th e  actions  propos ed in th e  Plan. Traffic 

is sue s  feature  in all ph as e s  of th e  consultation 

proce s s  and th e  Plan addre s s e s  th e  problem s  of 

h eavy ve h icle m ovem ents , spe ed controls, and traffic 

flow . O th er action areas  propos ed in th e  Plan include 

h ous ing, public transport and com m unity facilitie s .

A Sum m ary w ill be  distributed to all h ous e h olds  in 

th e  Paris h  prior to furth er consultations  in th e  on-

going proce s s  of developing and im plem enting th e  

Taplow  Paris h  Plan. Copie s  of th e  full Plan w ill be  

available at th e  Village Centre  for re s idents  w h o 

w is h  to h ave acce s s  to it. 

Th e  Eros ion of Local Pow e r

Eva Lipm an

Are you aw are  th at our County and District Councils 

h ave h ad and are  h aving th e ir pow ers  e roded? Som e 

of th e  th ings  previously under th e  control of BCC 

w h ich  h ave now  be en tak en aw ay are :

Police :

Th is  now  is  now  Buck s , Berk s , and O xon.

Sch ools :

Th e  re spons ibility for sch ools w ill be  tak en 

aw ay in le s s  th an tw o years  and be  adm inistered 

from  W h ite h all. Sixth  form s  and learning s k ills 

are  already be ing dealt w ith  by a Quango.

Fire :

Th ere  are  now  Regional Fire  Service s . If you 

dial 9 9 9  you now  get som eone  in Kent 

answ ering

Th ere  is  a SE Region Planning Board, SE Region 

Transport Com m itte e , and SE Region Culture  

Com m itte e  am ongst oth ers .

Th e  BCC general grant w h ich  w as  under th e  

discretion of th e  county h as  be en rem oved and 

replaced by specific grants  for specific th ings  th e reby 

rem oving local decis ions  as  to spending. Th ere  are  

guideline s  for m ost s e rvice s .

Th e  Governm ent says  h ow  m uch  s h ould be  spent on 

w h at. O f th e  increas e  in spending 4.9 % is  laid dow n 

by th e  Governm ent and only 0.1% is  allow ed to be  

decided locally. If th e  increas e  is  m ore  th an 5% th e  

council is  cappe d . Th e  une le cte d  R e gional 

As s em blie s  h ave tak en pow ers  from  local 

governm ent. In th e  years  to com e m ore  and m ore  

pow ers  w ill be  devolved upw ards . 
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Above is Sh eila H orton's evocation of our 20th  annual 

Village Green Party.

Don't forget to book  up for a grand evening's fun with  

Mik e Sanderson and h is band on Saturday June 18th .

Th e Society now  h as  a w ebs ite  of its  ow n. Its  aim s  

are  to:

● Prom ote th e  Society and its  objective s  to th e  

w ider w orld.

● Provid e  upd ate s  to m e m b e rs  b e tw e e n 

New sletter is sue s .

● H elp people to contact th e  Society.

● Act as  a forum  for th e  discus s ion of local is sue s .

● H os t e le ctronic m ailing- lis ts  for rapid 

com m unication.

M ost w ebs ite s  are  strictly one -w ay affairs , w h e re  th e  

editor or w ebm aster controls everyth ing th at appears . 

O urs  is  rath er different, as  it is  de s igned for audience  

participation. Th is  m eans  th at anyone can w rite  new  

articles  or add com m ents  to existing one s , and all 

ch ange s  appear on th e  s ite  im m ediately. W e h ave 

tak en advantage of th is  feature  to create  a "Taplow  

Forum " w h ere  people are  specifically invited to h ave 

th e ir say on any local topic th at intere sts  th em . O ur 

h ope  is  th at th is  w ill lead to som e  intere sting 

discus s ions  th at could form  th e  bas is  for future  

articles  in th e  New sletter.

Th e  w ebs ite  is  already playing an im portant role in 

th e  creation of th e  New sletter: th is  is sue  w as  created 

by collecting all th e  articles  into a special part of th e  

s ite , and editing th em  online  before  starting th e  

type s etting proce s s . Th e  finis h ed re sult w ill also be  

available on th e  s ite  and w e  h ope  to get th e  text of 

m any past is sue s  online  to form  an arch ive .

Pleas e  h ave a look  at th e  w ebs ite  and tell us  w h at 

you th ink . You can do th is  from  any public library if 

you do not h ave a com puter at h om e . If you w ant to 

add com m ents  or contribute  to th e  Forum  you w ill 

need a us e rnam e and pas sw ord: it tak e s  just a few  

s econds  to register if you already h ave an e -m ail 

addre s s . Give it a try, and "h ave your say" in th e  

Forum . Don't w orry about m e s s ing th ings  up: th e  s ite  

k e eps  copie s  of everyth ing, so w e  can alw ays  recover 

from  m istak e s .

w w w .taplow s ocie ty.org.uk  
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At th e  m e eting in th e  Village Centre  last year to 

discus s  th e  Paris h  Plan, Profe s sor Trevallion, w h o 

introduced it, said th at th e  m ajority of th e  inh abitants  

w anted to retain th e  status  q uo of th e  village and its  

surroundings . H ow ever, it becam e apparent from  th e  

discus s ion th at follow ed th at m any in th e  room  

w anted th e  status  q uo ante, preferably th at w h ich  

existed in th e  early 60s , togeth e r w ith  th e  butch er’s  

s h op and th e  village store  w h ich  existed th en. Th is  

de spite  th e  fact th at ne ith e r s h op w as , nor w ould be , 

econom ic.

Th e  Canute s  in fact, w is h ed to turn back  th e  tide  of 

ch ange w h ich  th e  village h ad experienced s ince  th at 

date . Th e  im portance of h ors e s  to th e  village w as  

stre s s ed, and th e  dangers  to pede strians  of th e  

increas ed volum e 

and spe ed of traffic 

on th e  road. In th e  

60s , ch ildren e ith e r 

w alk ed to sch ool, or 

caugh t th e  b us  

w h ich  arrived every 

m orning from  Lent 

Ris e  and term inated 

at th e  sch ool. In fact 

th e re  w as  a general 

fe e ling th at m ore  

bus e s  w ould be  a good th ing th rough  th e  village, and 

if pre s ent and fre q uent, w ould persuade  people not to 

us e  th e ir cars  to go to th e  station or to M aidenh ead.

Unfortunate ly, lik e  Canute , th e  ch ange s  are  

irrevers ible, and trying to revers e  th em  w ill not 

succeed. W h o w ould w ant (or could) carry th e ir 

s h opping back  from  th e  superm ark ets  on th e  bus? 

H ow  w ould th e  s h opping (norm ally for tw o people 

for a w e e k  - at least four or five carrie r bags  full) get 

from  th e  superm ark et to th e  bus , and from  th e  bus  

stop to th e  h om e s  of th e  s h oppers? Unles s  people 

gave up th e ir cars  com pletely (an unlik ely event) it 

w ould be  ch eaper to go by car as  w ell as  m ore  

convenient. O f cours e  w ith  fre e  bus  pas s e s  for 

pens ioners  it w ould be  ch eaper for th em  (but th e  

Governm ent s e em s  strangely s ilent on w h o w ould 

pay for th e s e  - pre sum ably it w ould be  funded 

th rough  th e  rate s).

Th e  Canute s  w ere  com plem ented by th e  O strich e s , 

w h o th ink  th at everyth ing can rem ain as  it is  now . 

Th ere  w ill be  no increas e  in car or lorry traffic or 

spe eds . Cros s rail w ill h ave no effect on th e  village or 

its  park ing re q uirem ents . W h en one  re s ident rais ed 

th e  q ue stion of w h eth e r th e  village s h ould cons ider 

th e  advantage s  of be ing connected to a cable 

ne tw ork , th e re  w as  ge ne ral be m us e m e nt. In fact 

cable (or satellite) connections  w ith  large bandw idth s  

and video conferencing ability, w ould enable m any, 

e specially m oth ers  w ith  ch ildren, to w ork  from  

h om e , th us  not only reducing th e  com m uting travel 

pre s sure s , but increas ing th e  w ealth  and h appine s s  of 

th e ir fam ilie s . Ch eap h om e  cinem a e q uipm ent, 

digital radio and televis ion, and video from  th e  

Internet w ill m ean les s  ne ed to travel for 

entertainm ent. Better q uality prepared m eals m eans  

le s s  ne ed to go to th e  tak eaw ays .

Not everyone (and particularly th e  older re s idents) 

w ill lik e  th is  Brave New  World, or w ill w is h  to tak e  

advantage of it. But to th e  younger generation 

w ith out th e  m em orie s  of “h ow  it w as ”, it w ill s e em  

q uite  norm al, and w h atever anyone w is h e s , it w ill 

h appen. W h o w ould h ave th ough t, even fifte en years  

ago, th at by 2005 pretty w ell every h ous e  in th e  

village w ould h ave a com puter connected to E-m ail 

and th e  Internet, th at everyone w ould h ave a m obile 

ph one , and, if th ey w ere  also young, th is  w ould be  

com bined w ith  a cam era, Internet connection and an 

i-Pod playing m us ic?

Instead of trying to turn back  

th e  clock  or k e ep th ings  as  

th ey are  now , s h ould w e  not 

be  look ing at w h at ch ange s  are  

going to occur, and h ow  w e  

s h ould be s t accom m odate 

th em ? Th e  negative nature  of 

m uch  of th e  discus s ion on th e  

Paris h  Plan w as  depre s s ing. 

Ignoring ch ange or trends  is  

not going to h elp, and in fact w ill h inder th e  m ak ing 

of th e  decis ion and policie s  w e  ne ed to im prove our 

environm ent and enjoym ent of th e  village in th e  

future . 

Lincoln’s  Corne r

Earth y Jok e

As readers  k now , Joyce Grenfell spent m ost 

of h e r adult life  in Taplow . For th e  m uch  

s h orter tim e  th at h e  w as  h e re , s h e  w as  

friendly w ith  Walter de  la M are , and in one  of 

h e r book s  of rem iniscence s  s h e  says  th at h e  

told h e r th e  follow ing earth y jok e  (h e r 

expre s s ion). A lady w h o w as  suffe ring from  

constipation w e nt to s e e  h e r doctor and said: 

“I just s it th e re , but noth ing h appe ns .”  “Uh  

h uh ,”  said th e  doctor, “are  you tak ing 

anyth ing?”  “Only m y k nitting”  s h e  re plie d. 
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Taplow  Canute s  and Os trich e s

Joh n H anford



Th e South  East Plan com e s  from  SEERA w h ich  

stands  for th e  South  East of England Regional 

As s em bly. Th is  covers  th e  area Berk s , Buck s , East 

and W e st Sus s ex, H am ps h ire , Isle of W igh t, Kent, 

O xfords h ire  and Surrey. Th e  consultation period for 

th e  20 year Plan ended on 15th  April 2005.

Th e  indigenous  population re q uire  approxim ately 

17,000 to 18,000 new  h om e s  to cater for m ore  s ingle 

occupation etc. Th e  average build for th e  past 5 years  

h as  be en 25,500 h om e s . Joh n Pre scott w ould lik e  

SEERA to build m any m ore  h om e s  to cope w ith  an 

influx from  London, th e  re st of th e  country and 

im m igrants . Th e  num bers  be ing sugge sted are  28,000 

h om e s , 32,000 h om e s  and recently figure s  of 36,000 

and even 40,000 h om e s  per year for th e  next 20 years .

Each  of th e s e  new  h om e s  re q uire s  infrastructure . Th e  

figure  put on th e  cost of th is  is  £38,000 per h ous e , 

w h ich  w ould include th ings  lik e  roads , sch ools, 

h ospitals, le isure  centre s  and s e rvice s . So far th e  

governm ent h as  not given sufficient infrastructure  

funding to cover th e  h om e s  th at h ave already be en 

built and so th e re  m ust be  a s evere  doubt over 

w h eth e r th ey w ill fully fund th e  propos ed new  

h om e s . To support th e  influx of all th e s e  people, 

h uge  num bers  of new  jobs  ne ed to be  generated 

w h ich  of cours e  w ill m ean yet m ore  building.

Th ere  are  various  place s  w h ich  are  earm ark ed for 

intens ive building. O ne  is  in Kent and an oth er is  

w h e re  w e  are  in th e  W e s te rn Corrid or and 

Black w ate r Valle y. Th e  inte ns ive  build ing is  

sch eduled to be  around 'h ubs '. Tw o of th e  h ubs  are  

Slough  and Reading.

An analys is  of th e  w is h e s  of th e  people so far 

consulted says  th at:

● 9 % w ant 32,000

● 12% w ant 28.000

● 22% w ant 25,500

● 39 % w ant none

w h ich  m eans  th at 61% w ant 25,500 or few er.

Th e  consultation docum ent put out by SEERA, 

w h ich  s h ould h ave be en s ent to every h ous e  in th e  

SE, but h as  not be en, is  very bias ed in favour of 

building m ore  new  h om e s  th an are  actually ne eded 

for th e  indigenous  population. Now h ere  in th e  

docum ent doe s  it actually say th at all w e ne ed to 

build for our ow n people are  17,000 to 18,000.

It is  entirely pos s ible th at e ith e r SEERA w ill not 

accept th e  w is h e s  of th e  population on h ous e  

num bers , or th at Joh n Pre scott w ill over-ride  SEERA 

and im pos e  h is  h igh e r num bers  on th em . It is  to be  

h oped th e refore  th at as  m any people as  pos s ible 

w rote giving th e ir view s , if our region is  not to be  

com pletely transform ed w ith in th e  next tw enty years .

For m ore  inform ation, s e e  th e  w ebs ite :

w w w .s outh e as t-ra.gov.uk /s outh e as tplan

Lincoln's  Corne r

Th e  Me m orial Se rvice

Alth ough  our society is  not involved in th is , 

th e re  is  no doubt th at th e  M em orial Service  

h as  becom e one  of Taplow ’s  m ajor events . 

Little w onder, w h en it is  so m eaningfully and 

m ovingly led by Rev. Alan Dibden. In 2004 

th e  ch urch  w as  pack ed, as  usual, and th e  sam e  

q ue stion aros e  as  at th e  Village Gre en Party: 

w h e re  do all th e s e  ch ildren com e from ? O f 

cours e  m any of th em  live in nearby village s , 

but not all of th em . Perh aps  H itch am  and 

Taplow  do tend to be  h avens  for older people, 

but look ing around St. Nicolas Ch urch  of 14th  

Novem ber, you m igh t h ave q ue stioned it. 
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Th e  South -Eas t Plan

Eva Lipm an

It is  very intere sting th at in sm all print on th e  

back  page of th e  executive sum m ary is  th e  

follow ing;

Th e  As s e m bly agre e s  to publis h  th is  initial 

draft of th e  S.E. Plan for public consultation 

subje ct to th e  follow ing cave ats :

a) Th e  draft SE Plan h as  be e n de velope d in 

little  m ore  th an a ye ar to a tim e scale  s e t dow n 

by th e  Gove rnm e nt. As  a re s ult s e rious  doubts  

re m ain ove r th e  robustne s s  of th e  data th at 

unde rpins  m uch  of th e  te ch nical w ork  on 

w h ich  th is  draft SE Plan is  bas e d and, inde e d, 

ove r aspe cts  of th e  te ch nical w ork  its e lf.

b) Th e  tim e scale  h as  le ft little  opportunity to 

d ate  for pu blic involve m e nt in th e  

de ve lopm e nt of th is  draft SE Plan

c) Th is  draft SE Plan h as  be e n agre e d for 

consultation by th e  R e gional As s e m bly as  a 

w h ole  and doe s  not ne ce s sarily re fle ct th e  

vie w s  of individual m e m be rs/local auth oritie s .

You are h ere



Sum m e rle aze  Ltd h eld a liais on m e e ting w ith  

repre s entative s  of Taplow  and its  surrounds  on 

Tue sday 5th  April at th e  Village H all. Th e  m e eting 

w as  preceded by a vis it to th e  s ite . M ik e  Low e, 

Director for Sum m erleaze outlined th e  current 

proposal and tim ings  of th e  activitie s  on s ite .

Sum m erleaze are  a local fam ily com pany w ith  a 

h istory of gravel extraction in th e  M aidenh ead area 

dating back  to th e  early 19 30s . Th ey are  very active 

in th e  local com m unitie s  in w h ich  th ey operate  and 

specifically in th e  Taplow  area h ave funded tre e  

planting on Station Road and are  a m ajor contributor 

to th e  TVAP.

Th e  s ite  rece ived planning perm is s ion for gravel 

extraction initially in 19 9 0; th is  w as  subs e q uently 

extended due  to th e  activitie s  involving th e  Jubilee  

R iver and th e  Eton Row ing Lak e . H ow ever, both  

projects  w ill soon be  com plete and Sum m erleaze 

now  re q uire  th e  m aterial from  Taplow  to continue  to 

be  able to supply th e ir local custom ers .

Th e  intention for th e  Taplow  s ite  is  to extract th e  raw  

m aterial at a rate  of 80,000 tonne s  per year, and 

transport th is  m aterial to th e ir proce s s ing plant in 

Bray for onw ard sale to local custom ers . Th e  

expected start date is  April 2006 and th e  cons ented 

re s e rve w ould be  exh austed by April 2009 . At th e  

end of th e  extraction period th e  s ite  w ill be  re stored 

to a low er level and laid to gras s  and w oodland. Th e  

h aul road, w h ich  w ill link  th e  s ite  to Berry H ill, w ill 

also be  rem oved at th at tim e .

Th e  operation w ill involve th e  loading of aggregate 

onto lorrie s  by a h ydraulic excavator. Th e  intention is  

to operate  th e  s ite  on an interm ittent bas is  e q uivalent 

to 26 w e e k s  per year; at th is  rate  th ey w ill re q uire  30 

ve h icle loads  of m aterial to leave th e  s ite  per day of 

operation. All veh icles  w ill leave th e  s ite  via a new  

road onto Berry H ill and dow n to th e  A4. Th ere  w ill 

be  no oth er plant ons ite  apart from  a w ater tank er, 

w h ich  w ould be  us ed to m aintain th e  h aul road fre e  

from  dust.

O pening h ours  w ill be  from  7.30am  until 4.30pm  

M onday to Friday and it is  unlik ely th at Saturdays  

w ill h ave any activity at all. No activity w ill tak e  

place on Sundays  or Bank  H olidays .

Prior to th e  start of extraction som e  oth er w ork s  w ill 

be  undertak en th e s e  w ill involve th e  installation of 

th e  h aul road and its  acce s s  to Berry H ill 

(July/August), an arch aeological survey of th e  s ite  

(M ay/June) and th e  sligh t divers ion of footpath  10 

such  th at it exits  onto Berry H ill to th e  north  of th e  

propos ed ve h icle acce s s .

Sum m erleaze are  com m itted to inform ing th e  local 

com m unity of its  activitie s  on th e  s ite  and h ave s et 

up a liaison group w h e re  inform ation can be  eas ily 

transm itted. 

Lincoln’s  Corne r

Dis traction

According to one  national new spaper, a spe ed cam era can be  dangerous  if it distracts  a driver from  

concentrating on th e  road ah ead. Th ere  m ay be  som e  truth  in th is , but it doe sn’t s e em  very relevant in th is  

area, w h e re  th e re  are  very few  spe ed cam eras , but lots  and lots  of notice s  w h ich  h ave th e  apparent 

objective of intentionally distracting th e  driver’s  eye . You w ill rem em ber th at th e  editor of th is  new sletter 

ph otograph ed som e  of th e s e  along th e  Bath  Road recently - th ey s e em  to be  at th e  rate  of about 100 to th e  

m ile . Can w e  stop th em ? O f cours e  th is  is  a national problem , not a local one, but w h at do readers  th ink ? 

M ost of us  m igh t be  deligh ted to ban th os e  w h ich  say “Bed Sale” or “Pine  Sale”, and even th e  notice  on 

th e  Bath  Road w h ich  everybody ignore s  advis ing “Reduce Speed Now ”. But w h at about s igns  w h ich  read 

“Cliveden” or “Ch urch  Fete”? Perh aps  spe ed cam eras  s h ould be  banned becaus e  th ey distract from  notice s !

Spe e ding

Talk ing about spe ed cam eras  brings  us  back  to a problem  w h ich  is  both  local and national. W h at can be  

done  to deter drivers  from  spe eding on rural lane s? M ost such  drivers  s e em  to be  decent citizens  but fail 

to learn at sch ool th at dam age on im pact is  not proportional to th e  spe ed, but to th e  s q uare  of th e  spe ed. 

Cons e q uently w h en th ey drive dow n Berry H ill, alth ough  it is  obviously still a 30 m ph  zone south  of 

Rus s ian Roulette Corner th ey spe ed up to 70 m ph  or m ore . Unluck y for oth er drivers  becaus e  w h en you 

leave Saxon Gardens  (w h ich  is  w h e re  I live) you can’t s e e  far up Berry H ill. Th e  first attem pts  at traffic 

calm ing in th is  area w ere  of q ue stionable benefit; w ould spe ed cam eras  do any better ?
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Taplow  Quarry

Mik e  Low e  (Sum m e rle aze  Ltd)



I w as  deligh ted to rece ive a copy of th e  H itch am  and 

Taplow  Pre s e rvation Society New sletter 82, Autum n 

2004, from  Sh e ila H orton. It gave m e  a great fe eling 

of nostalgia for Taplow  and its  re s idents . I m ust 

im m ediately ow n up to be ing th e  “psych ic Australian 

friend” in Sh e ila’s  article on h e r w onderful m urals .

W e lived in Taplow  in th e  19 70s , th e  'w e ' be ing m y 

th en h usband Glenn Cornelia, m ys elf (Elizabeth ) and 

subs e q uently our tw o sons  - Gile s  and Guy. W e first 

arrived from  London to tak e  up re s idence  in Lynn 

and Eric Pope's  converted stables  "Th e  Cottage", 

s ituated be h ind "Queen Anne's  H ous e". (No ch ildren 

in th os e  days). Soon after our arrival, Eric took  us  to 

th e  "O ak  and Saw " and introduced us  to m any 

denizens  of th e  village . W e w ere  w arm ly w elcom ed 

by everyone and soon felt very m uch  at h om e . W e 

becam e friends  w ith  th e  H ortons  and Clem ency w as  

later th e  favourite  baby-s itter for our boys .

O nce s ettled in, I began enjoying long w alk s  th rough  

field and h edgerow , Cliveden Woods , Burnh am  

Beech e s  and to Cook h am . Baps ey Pond w as  a 

favourite  spot, and one  m oonlit nigh t I ventured after 

dinner acros s  to th e  Burial M ound w h e re  m y 

e ncounte r w ith  th e  Saxon W arrior apparition 

occurred. After th is  experience  I refrained from  

furth er m oonlit ram bles!

After returning to Australia for th e  birth  of our first 

son, Giles , w e  sold our h ous e  in Sydney and returned 

to live in Taplow , th is  tim e  buying a h ous e  in M ars h  

Lane . O ur s econd ch ild w as  to be  born at h om e  w ith  

a m idw ife  in attendance, but it w as  not to be  - Guy 

w as  born 12 w e e k s  prem ature  at th e  Canadian 

M em orial H ospital on 28 M arch , 19 79 . H e  w as  soon 

diagnos ed w ith  a h eart condition (Tetralogy of Fallot) 

and transferred to th e  Radcliffe Neonatal Unit in 

O xford. Guy h as  survived all th is  plus  th re e  open 

h eart operations  and uncontrolled epilepsy. H e  is  

now  an artist and h is  elder broth er Giles  is  a Captain 

in th e  Australian Arm y, currently an instructor at 

Royal M ilitary College Duntroon in Canberra and 

m arried to ch ildh ood sw e eth eart H e idi, w h o is  a vet.

During 2000 I vis ited Taplow  after a 20 year abs ence . 

I stayed w ith  Sh e ila and Brian and th e ir grow ing 

clan. Th e ir h ospitality w as  as  w arm  and generous  as  

ever, and I so m uch  enjoyed m e eting Clem  and 

Andy's  ch ildren and oth er fam ily m em bers . I caugh t 

up w ith  old friends  (particularly Sue and Ch ris  

Brock ), saw  Sh e ila's  m urals and w andered around 

m y old h aunts  in and near th e  village . After I 

expre s s ed a de s ire  to s e e  th e  old Canadian H ospital, 

Sh e ila told m e  it w as  a ruin, fenced off and out of 

bounds . Irre s istible! So w e  w ent th e re  one  afternoon -

Sh e ila sat in th e  car ready for a q uick  getaw ay - and I 

brok e  into th e  grounds  w ith  som e  difficulty to tak e  

som e  ph otos  for Guy to s e e  w h e re  h e  w as  born. 

Nobody caugh t m e , th ank  h eavens! H ow  very sad to 

s e e  th e  place in such  a run dow n state . By now  I 

suppos e  it h as  be en dem olis h ed.

In clos ing, I do h ope  th at th e  re s idents  of Taplow  and 

surrounds  can prevent th e  over-developm ent and 

slow  de struction of your very special part of th e  

w orld. I now  live in a solar-pow ered lim e stone 

cottage on a h ill look ing out to s ea on Kangaroo 

Island off th e  South  Australian coast. W e too are  

trying to prevent our special part of th e  w orld be ing 

"developed" and th e  increm ental de struction of th e  

natural beauty and w ildlife .

If anyone w ould care  to m ak e  contact: m y e -m ail is  

pentagram @ k in.net.au and addre s s  is  PO  Box 247 

Penne s h aw , Kangaroo Island, South  Australia, 5222, 

Australia. 

Acronym ity in Acronym ania

Fre d Rus s e ll

I w as  reading a Civic Trust Circular th e  oth er day 

and in th e  space  of tw o page s  I encountered no le s s  

th an 19  acronym s  be h ind w h ich  lurk  th e  m any 

h eaded H ydra of th e  new  planning system  be ing 

foisted upon us  in th e  nam e of Regionalisation. It 

s e em s  w e  h ave to learn w h at th e s e  acronym s  m ean 

even th ough  it is  im pos s ible to understand w h at th e  

bodie s  (h eads) th ey repre s ent actually do....

CT Civic Trust

CTSE Civic Trust South  East (for SE Region)

EEACTS East of England As sociation of Civic Trust 

Societie s

SEERA South  East England Regional As s em bly

COVER Com m unity and Voluntary Forum  Eastern 

Region

RAISE Regional Action &  Involvem ent in th e  

South  East

EEEF East of England Environm ental Forum

SEFS South  East Forum  for Sustainability

CPRE Council for th e  Protection of Rural 

England

SERDP South  East Region De s ign Panel

CABE Com m is s ion for Arch itecture  and th e  Built 

Environm ent

SCAD Solent Centre  for arch itecture  and De s ign

SEEDA South  East England Developm ent Agency

LDD Local Developm ent Docum ent (Replacing 

Local Developm ent Fram ew ork )

LSP Local Strategic Partners h ip (O nly w ay to 

influence LDD)

SEP South  East Plan. (Replacing RSS)

RSS Regional Spatial Strategy

ANTAS As sociation of North  Th am e s  Am enity 

Societie s
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Re m e be ring Taplow

Elizabe th  Sh e arm an (form e rly Elizabe th  Corne lia)



Planning Applications

Rem em ber, readers , w h ilst your Society is  re sponding 

to th e s e  applications  on your be h alf, it h elps  if you 

also w rite  to th e  District Council stating your view s , 

for or against.

04/01070/O UT. Ellington Gardens

Dem olition of garage s  and erection of th re e  detach ed h ous e s . A bad one  th is  s ince  it is  in a Cons ervation Area 

and m eans  de stroying th e  only stand of tre e s  now  left in th e  area. Refus ed, but w e  aw ait th e  next m ove...

04/0119 0/FUL. M RC, R iver R oad

Construction of fixed platform  over th e  river bed at end of Ellington Road for storage of racing boats . Th e  

w ording of th is  application w as  am biguous  and few  realis e  it w ould im pact th e  view  from  a Cons ervation Area. 

Approved 7/2/05

04/00033/FUL, Cliveden. NT

Application for 19 1 re s idential units .  Gone to Public Inq uiry. (August).  Th e  developers  are  now  s e e k ing a 

com prom is e  solution.

05/00040/FUL, Nutsh ell, R iver R oad (Antler H om es)

Dem olition of existing buildings , e rection of a block  com pris ing 6 flats  and 7 as sociated car space s . Pending.

05/00050/EUC, Taplow  Lak e . Am erden Lane

Application for Certificate of Law fulne s s  for existing us e  of lak e  and facilitie s  for w ater s k iing. Approved 

8/3/05

05/00246, 00247 and 00248/FUL Bridge End, Bridge Cottage and Arcalour, Bath  R oad.

Ch ange of us e  to re s idential / Bed and Break fast accom m odation. Pending.

05/07001/DM T. Verge , W indrush  Garage, Bath  R oad (O range)

Notification of planning order for erection of ‘replacem ent’ (replacem ent?) 12.5 m etre  h igh  dual us e  ligh ting 

colum n plus th re e  telecom m unications  antenna plus ground bas ed e q uipm ent cabinet. Planning Approval not 

re q uired 2/3/05. It s e e m s  to m e  th at w e  s h ould be  starting a prote st m ove m e nt s im ilar to th at in M aide nh e ad 

against th e  arbitrary placing of th e s e  ’ph one  m asts . One  w ould h ave  th ough t an e xpe rie nce d ope rator lik e  

Orange  w ould h ave  k now n th e y didn’t ne e d planning pe rm is s ion, so w h y did th e y both e r?

05/09 013/TPO , Taplow  Quays, R iver R oad

Crow n lift H ors e  Ch e stnut by 3 m etre s . Approved 21/3/05

PS. Th e  disce rning am ong you m igh t h ave  notice d th e  pre ponde rance  of South  Taplow  applications . Be lie ve  

m e , it’s  not a bias e d sub-s e t of all applications  s ince  practically all th e  oth e rs  in Taplow  are  for cons e rvatorie s , 

garage s  and e xte ns ions  and oth e r routine  m atte rs .

South  Buck s District Council

Director of Planning Services

Council O ffices

Capsw ood

O xford R oad

Denh am

UB9  4LH  

H ow m any roads in th e UK h ave 
a ch rom ium - plated nam e plate?
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By now  m ost of you w ill h ave read som eth ing about 

th e  am b itious  Cros s rail proje ct to conne ct 

M aidenh ead to th e  East of London. Taplow  is  to be  a 

part of th is  project and th e re  h ave to be  som e  m ixed 

fe elings  about th e  pros  and cons  of th e  idea. It is  a 

s h am e  th at th e  total level of local consultation 

appears  to h ave cons isted of a s ingle afternoon’s  

exh ibition in M aidenh ead on th e  11th  Feb. Wonder 

h ow  m any of you w ent to it, let alone h eard of it?

Fortunately Jon W ilm ore  h as  be en k e eping tabs  on 

th e  project and h e  provided th e  m aterial for th e s e  

brief note s . Th e  salient points  are  as  follow s :

● Cros s rail is  th e  plan to electrify th e  W e stern 

m ainline  from  M aidenh ead th rough  London and 

th en extending beyond London to Sh enfield and 

south  to Abbey Wood. It is  planned to be  

operational by 2013.

● Th ere  are  both  tem porary and perm anent 

im pacts  on Taplow , th e  form er aris ing from  th e  

e stim ated 4 to 6 m onth  construction period 

(length ening of platform  etc.) Th e  perm anent 

effects , applying to th e  paris h  as  a w h ole, w ould 

be :

● Increas e  in th e  num ber of pas s engers . Taplow  

w ould becom e a m ore  practical de stination for 

London-bound com m uters  from  th e  north  of th e  

county and our attractive paris h  w ould becom e 

m ore  intere sting to potential s ettlers  from  

central London and beyond. Can our roads  

cope?

● Increas e  in local traffic, environm ental im pact 

at th e  station and along th e  A4 corridor, 

increas ed car park ing and increas ed pre s sure  to 

build m ore  h ous e s .

● Th e south ern s k yline  of South  Taplow  w h ich  is  

dom inated by th e  railw ay em bank m ent and is  

currently ‘softened’ by tre e s  w ill radically 

ch ange s ince  one  suspects  th at m ost of th e  tre e s  

w ill h ave to go and be  replaced by electricity 

pylons . Th e  Brunel Bridge  w ill also carry 

pylons . Isn’t th e  Brunel Bridge  planned to be  a 

National/World H eritage  s ite?

● Th e los s  of tre e  cover w ould also m ean a 

s ignificant increas e  in nois e  levels in Rivers ide  

Taplow . Th e  new  m uch  longer trains  w ill be  

driven by electricity and are  suppos ed to be  

q uieter but th ey w ill tak e  longer to pas s  and 

th e re  w ill be  no m uting from  tre e s . Additionally 

w e  can expect increas ed traffic. Norm al inter-

city die s el trains  w ith  th e ir h igh  nois e  level w ill 

of cours e  continue .

Th e  sch em e  h as  obvious  benefits  for London in th at 

Paddington w ill becom e s im ply a large ‘H ub’, a 

w aystation, rath er th an a term inus  w h ich  w ill ch ange 

th e  traffic patterns  in th at area. Th e  sch em e  h as  full 

governm ent back ing and th e  Cros s rail Parliam entary 

Bill w as  depos ited in February th is  year. It could 

tak e  up to 2 years  before  it is  approved and th e  

£10bn funding is  available. Th ere  are  lobbyists  w h o 

w is h  Cros s rail to end at Slough  and som e  

M aidenh ead re s idents  are  ready to support th is .

Th e  consultation proce s s  w h ich  s e em ed to exclude 

us  at th is  stage  concluded th at so far as  Taplow  is  

concerned th e  “perm anent effect is  de em ed to be  

relatively sligh t” (Bus ine s s  cas e  2003, para 5.2). 

H ow ever th e  Cros s rail proposal h as  to be  s e en in th e  

w ider context of th e  South  East Plan w h ich  m ak e s  

everyth ing vastly m ore  com plicated. (Se e  s eparate 

article by Eva Lipm an). Cros s rail is  s e en by th e  

governm ent as  an e s s ential part of th e  transport 

infrastructure  for th e  South  East to m atch  th e ir 

program m e for a m as s ive increas e  in h ous ing in th e  

Th am e s  Valley area.

For th os e  w is h ing to learn m ore : vis it our W ebs ite , 

w w w .taplow society.org.uk  w h e re  Jon W ilm ore’s  

fuller article is  available 

Th is is W h arncliffe Viaduct wh ere th e Great W estern 

line passes th rough  Ealing on th e way to Paddington. 

Th e track  h ere was electrified for th e H eath row 

Express, so it gives som e idea of wh at Maidenh ead 

Bridge m igh t look  lik e in future.

Taplow  and Cros s rail

Fre d Rus s e ll



Editor: Fred Rus s ell

W h ite  H eath , Ellington Road, Taplow , Buck s , SL6 0AX. Tel 01628 672457

E-m ail: editor@ taplow society.org.uk

Unles s  oth erw is e  stated, th e  view s  expre s s ed in th is  new sletter are  not nece s sarily th os e  of th e  Society or its  Com m itte e .

Th e  New sletter is  publis h ed by th e  H itch am  and Taplow  Pre s e rvation Society.

Prepared for printing by Andrew  Findlay us ing Linux, Scribus  and Th e  Gim p.

Printed by M aidenh ead Printing and Stationery Ltd.

Clive de n's  Back  Door - Fre e  Entry!

Th is is a recent ph otograph  of th e state of th e entrance to th e Canadian Red 

Cross H ospital wh ich  is ignored by both  th e developer and th e National Trust.

Th is is a disgrace and an encouragem ent to th e ravers and vandals wh o frequently 

use th e site. Th is picture is on a good day; very often th ere is rubbish  piled up 

as well. Th ere was recently a m ajor fire, obviously set by th ese vandals.
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