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(Gue s t) Editorial
It w ould  appe ar th at h istory doe s  re pe at itse lf 
afte r all! Ye ars ago D ick  Nutt atte m pte d  to 
h and  ove r th e  baton of e d itorsh ip but found  
th at h e  h ad  to be com e  'Not-th e -e d itor' for a 
s ignificant pe riod  until, finally, a w illing and  
able  volunte e r turne d  up to run w ith  th e  baton. 
It look s as if th e  sam e  th ing h as h appe ne d  
again, and  th e  se arch  for a succe ssor rum ble s 
on w ith out a w ould -be  e d itor in s igh t. Th e re  
m ust be  som e one  out th e re  w h o h arbours th e  
am b ition to run a new sle tte r w h ich  provid e s  
th e  paris h  w ith  a m uch -ne e d e d  source  of 
inform ation about all th e  varie d  activitie s  
going on around  h e re . W h e re  are  th e y? So th is  
is  a 'not-th e -e d itor' e d itorial…

Th is  is sue  of th e  new sle tte r se e m s to h ave  a 
political th e m e  but, as I once  said  in an e arlie r 
e d itorial, w e  are  now  functioning in a rath e r 
d iffe re nt e nvironm e nt w h e re  a s ignificant sh ift 
to ce ntralisation is  s e riously d im inis h ing th e  
local council’s ab ility to re spond  prope rly to 
our com m e nts on planning applications. A lso 
your com m itte e  is  e xpe cte d  to com m e nt on a 
h uge  raft of gove rnm e nt pape rs w h ich  se e m  
focusse d  on concre ting ove r vast sw ath e s  of th e  
South -East of England . W e  th e re fore  ne e d  to 

b e  fully aw are  of th e  nature  of th e  ch ange s  to 
th e  planning s yste m  und e r d e ve lopm e nt, 
oth e rw ise  it d ifficult to se e  h ow  w e  can 
se ns ibly function as an am e nity socie ty. It is  for 
th is  re ason th at your Socie ty also h as to look  
outsid e  th e  paris h  for support and  our 
m e m be rsh ip of A NTA S, th e  Civic Trust and  th e  
Ch ilte rn Socie ty provid e s  us w ith  th at m uch -
ne e d e d  support, particularly w h e re  w e  s h are  
com m on proble m s. A lso, of course , w e  gain 
syne rgy from  acce ss  to h igh ly q ualifie d  pe ople  
in th e se  large r socie tie s  w h o h ave  a w id e r 
k now le dge  and  pe rspe ctive  th an w e  can 
m arsh al in th e  'Sh ire '.

W e  h ave  acq uire d  a lot of new  tale nt on th e  
com m itte e  ove r th e  past ye ar w h ich  is  m ost 
w e lcom e  and  th ank fully re duce s th e  ave rage  
age ! A  point m ad e  at th e  A NTA S m e e t w as th at 
th e  room  se e m e d  full of grey h e ad s and  w h y 
d idn’t younge r pe ople  se e m  inte re ste d  e nough  
in w h at h appe ns to w h e re  th e y live  to stand  up 
and  be  counte d? A nyw ay, your com m itte e  now  
sprouts few e r grey h e ad s and  w e  can look  
forw ard  w ith  m ore  confid e nce  th an h ith e rto.

Fred  Russell
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Th e  Lords  of th e  Plan

Spatial Plans for Elvish  Com m issars to ratify
Core Plans for th e  D w arf Lords in th e ir gravel pits
Regional Plans for m ortal m an doom ed to com ply
One Plan for th e Dark  Lords w h o cannot stand th e Brits
In th e  land of Brussels w h ere  th e  Planners lie
O ne Plan to rule th em  all and in th e  Ee -Yu bind th em
One Plan to draw  th em  in and to th e Regions ch ain th em
In th e  Land of Brussels w h ere  our fre edom s d ie

n th e  days  
of Middle  Buck s 
b e fore  th e  Ee -Yu 
s tre tch e d  i ts 

gre e dy talons across th e  
land  th e re  lay th e  tranq uil 
paris h  of Taplow  w h e re  its 
m igh ty tre e s grew  old in th e  
se rvice  of th e  Elven Lords 
and m an lived in peace  w ith  
th em  and k new  h is place  in 
th e  orde r of th ings. Upon th e  
h ill k now n as H obiton dw elt 
th e re  w ise  and industrious 
h um ans w h o guided  th e  
sim ple  folk  to th e  w ooded  
north  and th ose  of th e  river 
plains to th e  south  w ith  firm  
but gentle  h ands and  w h o all 
lived th e ir busy live s in 
innocence  of th e  dread  force s gath e ring to th e  
south . Th en th e  first w h ispe rs spread  am ong 
th em  all th at th e  great one s w h o lived in th e  
place  called R ivendell, k now n by m en as 
Cliveden, w e re  to em bark  upon th e  river A nduin, 
w h ich  cam e  to be  called Th am e s in th e  later age s 
of m an, and w e re  bound for th e  Grey H avens 
rum oured  to be  a city of dream ing spire s and 
w ould leave  Middle  Buck s forever. Th e  days of 
th e  Lord s w e re  ove r, it se e m e d , and  m an w as 
le ft to pond e r h is  fate  and  d id  face  th e  
gath e ring planning ch aos alre ady spre ad ing its 
dark  s h adow  across th e  pe ace ful land s w ith  no 
h e lp at h and.

To th e  north  of th e  parish , th e  fore st of 
Mirk w ood w as de spoiled by w andering O rcs w h o 
de stroyed th e  great h ouse s ne stling in its de eps 
and built th e ir ow n foul ne sts in th at part k now n 
as Dropm ore  and spread th e ir strange  angular 
dw elling even unto th e  outsk irts of R ivendell 

itself. It w as rum oured th at great furnaces w ere  to 
be  built on th e  north ern outposts of th e  parish  and 
folk  look ed silently at each  oth er and w ondered at 
th e ir purpose , feared of th e  answ er. To th e  south  
of th e  parish  lived th e  river folk , w h e re  legend h ad 
it th at Toad, Mole and Ratty once  lived before  
be ing driven out by th e  new  bre ed called 
com m uters. Th e se  new  m en, refuge e s from  th e  
w e st, w h o w ere  yet bound by bonds of cruel duty 
to return each  day to toil on th e  underground 

caverns of th e  place  w h ich  
cam e  to be  called London. In 
th e se , th e  last days of Middle 
Buck s, th e  rise  of th e  great 
pow ers of Ee -Yu, once  called 
Mordor, in th e  D e ep South  
claim ed dom inance  over all 
th e  land called Albion. A  
Dark  Lord, it w as rum oured, 
h ad risen and spread h is rule 
from  th e  great citadel of 
Brussels, and m oved h is 
sh abby m inions across th e  
South ern Sea to rule London 
th rough  h is underling Brow n-
th e -W h ite , w h ose  lair lay in 
Black h all, and w h o laboured 
m igh tily to bind all of 
h um anity to h is m aster's 
dread w ill th rough  th e  O ne -
Plan –  w atch ed by th e  

unsleeping London Eye  of th e  Dark  Lord.
Men h ad ordered th e ir lives by sim ple plans 

be queath ed th em  by th e  lords of Middle Buck s 
and th e se  rules w ere  flexed as ne eded to m e et th e  
sim ple dem ands of th e  people of Taplow  but, as 
th e  pow er of th e  Dark  Lord w axed great, th e se  
plans w ere  overth row n, victim s to th e  O ne -Plan. 
Th e  ligh t of th e  w e st vested in Cam eron-th e -Grey 
failed to stop th e  evil of top-dow nism  and th e  land 
groaned w ith  th e  tread of m onstrous h orde s of 
O rc-lik e  creature s, th e  Uruk -H ai, spaw ned from  
th e  vats and vaults of Black h all and w h ich  form  
th e  th re e  dread tribe s of Bureaucrats, D evelopers 
and Planners, w h ose  w ill and m igh t sh all not be  
gainsaid. O ne  day, it is rum oured, a h e ro sh all 
em erge  from  Albion and tak e  th e  O ne -Plan into 
th e  very m aw  of Brussels and cast it to utter ruin.

But th at day is  not ye t…

Fred  Baggins

Brus s e ls , a Parable  for Our Tim e
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Your Socie ty is  a m e m be r of A NTA S 
(A ssociation of North  Th am e s A m e nity 
Socie tie s) and  nom inate d  m e m be rs  of th e  
com m itte e  atte nd  th e ir b iannual m e e tings. Th e  
late st m e e ting w as in Ayle sbury. A s a 
re m ind e r: A NTA S is  an association of local 
civic socie tie s  w ork ing to e nsure  h igh  
standard s of planning and  arch ite cture  in our 
tow ns and  village s, and  th e  care  and  
pre se rvation of our countrys id e . It h as a 
curre nt m e m be rsh ip of 21 socie tie s, m ainly in 
Buck ingh am sh ire  and  H e rtford sh ire , and  
e ncourage s all civic socie tie s  in th e  re gion to 
be com e  m e m be rs  of A NTA S and  th e  Civic 
Trust, and  to be  active  in th e  w ork  of th e  Civic 
Trust South -East or th e  East of England  
A ssociation of Civic Trust Socie tie s  (EEACTS).

Note s  from  th e  ANTAS m e e ting of 
April 2008

Th ere  w e re  k ey figure s pre sent from : Buck s 
County Council, Civic Trust (National Ch airm an 
and k eynote  speak e r), Ch iltern Society 
(Ch airm an), East of England Society (Ch airm an)

Som e  regret w as expre ssed  at th e  expected 
dem ise  of SEERA  (South  East England Regional 
A ssem bly) but only because  it is to be  replaced by 
an even less dem ocratic institution called SEEDA. 
SEEDA  (South  East England D evelopm ent 
Agency) is d irectly accountable only to th e  
governm ent, w ith  a budget 40 tim e s th at of 
SEERA, and m ore  or less com pletes th e  separation 
of th e  South  East planning system  from  local 
control, m ak ing local auth oritie s largely irrelevant. 
'Governm ent is preparing to ride  rough sh od over 
re sidents' view s w ith  new  proposals to sh ift 
h ousing, planning and transport pow ers from  
councillor-led regional assem blie s to unelected 
quangos re sponsible  for econom ic grow th ' Th e  
above is a d irect quote  from  th e  SEERA  w ebsite.

Re ports w e re  re ce ive d  from  W e ndove r, 
R adle tt, O xford , Potte rs Bar, Marlow , H igh  
W ycom be , H e rtford , H arpe nd e n, th e  Ch ilte rn 
Socie ty, Ch e s h am , Buntingford , Buck ingh am , 
Ayle sbury and  Taplow . In all, A NTA S 
re pre se nts 21 am e nity socie tie s.

Th e  k e y conce rns e m e rging from  th e  re ports 
from  th ose  pre se nt w e re  re m ark ably consiste nt:
• Th e  ave rage  age  of com m itte e  m e m be rs  is  

far too h igh !

• Nobody in gove rnm e nt appe ars to be  
inte re ste d  in th e  infrastructure  costs of th e  
m ass ive  h ouse -build ing program m e  in 
progre ss. It w as e stim ate d  th at eve ry h ouse  
built ne e d e d  £38Ks-w orth  of infrastructure  
support (£50K if you ignore  affordable  
h om e s). Give n th at infrastructure  is  not 
usually provid e d  for by th e  d eve lope r, a 
ve ry rough  e stim ate  of infrastructure  for th e  
incre d ib le   3 m illion  h ous e s  planne d , i s  
probably around  £150b illion. Is  th e  tax 
paye r is  e xpe cte d  to fund  th is  –  and  h ow ?

• A  propos th e  above , ge ne ral w orrie s  w e re  
e xpre sse d  about th e  im balance  be tw e e n 
w ate r supply and  d e m and  in th e  South  East 
ge ne rally. It w as note d  th at th e re  appe ars to 
be  a ge ne ral tre nd  tow ard s e xporting w ate r 
from  ce rtain parts of th e  South  East. W e  in 
Taplow  h ave  alre ady re ce ntly expe rie nce d  
th is. (It appe ars th at th e  auth oritie s  are  
re lying on a le sse r usage  pe r h e ad  but th e  
tre nd  h as b e e n th e  oth e r w ay. Pow e r 
s h ow e rs  m igh t be com e  ille gal!!)

• Traffic m anage m e nt planning w as 
fre q ue ntly cite d  as totally inad e q uate  in th e  
face  of th e  torre nt of new  traffic d e m and s 
on th e  road  syste m . Little  re ally h igh -
q uality atte ntion is  paid  e ith e r to support or 
oppose  d eve lopm e nt plans. R e m e m be r th e  
Clive d e n fiasco?

• Th e  re ce nt announce m e nt by th e  
gove rnm e nt of th e  cre ation of 'new  tow ns' 
of 20,000 h om e s apie ce  is  b e com ing re ality 
in Ayle sbury and  W e ndove r. W e ndove r is  
alre ady se e ing a planne d  20% incre ase  in its 
population (Ayle sbury w ill h ave  a 
population of 100,000 by 2022). W h e re  are  
all th e se  pe ople  com ing from ? W h e re  do 
th e y find  jobs, sch ools, e tc?

• Supe rm ark e t w ars are  bre ak ing out all ove r, 
and  syste m atically d e grad ing th e  q uality of 
H igh  Stre e t s h opping.

• SEEDA  is se e n as a ve h icle  for rem oving 
pow e r from  th e  local people , yet th ey are  
'going th rough  th e  m otions' of consulting us. 
Th e  cynicism  is unbelievable , particularly as 
th ey are  using incom pre h e nsible  language  to 
construct th e  m assive  outpourings of 
docum ents th at Central Planning gene rate s.

• Th e re  w as ge ne ral agre e m e nt th at as 
planning pow e r be com e s m ore  and  m ore  

ANTAS, th e  Civic Trus t and Us
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ce ntralise d , th e  voice s  of ind ividual am e nity 
socie tie s  are  ge tting lost. Th e  local 
auth oritie s  w h o h and  out consultation 
docum e nts are  only obeying gove rnm e nt 
'guidance ' w h e n m ak ing d e cis ions about 
particular d eve lopm e nts and  Taplow 's lone  
ble ats can be  lost. W h at is  ne e d e d  is  a far 
gre ate r d e gre e  of co-ope ration be tw e e n 
socie tie s  to gain critical m ass. Ph ilip Kolvin, 
National H e ad  of th e  Civic Trust, pointe d  
out th at countryw id e  th e y  h ave  a 
m e m be rsh ip of ove r a q uarte r of a m illion 
pe ople  –  add  all th e  am e nity socie tie s  as 
w e ll, and  if w e  could  co-ope rate  m ore  
e ffe ctive ly, our voice s  w ould  ce rtainly be  
h e ard . H e  d re w  a colourful analogy, 
pointing out th at w ate r falling as rain is  
spre ad  w id e ly and  so h as little  e ffe ct, but 
w h e n it gath e rs  toge th e r as floodw ate r, its 
pow e r is  unstoppable .

Mr Kolvin gave  an inspirational talk  w h ich  le ft 
us w ith  ple nty to th ink  about. For instance :
• D e m ocracy is  com m unity involve m e nt in 

d e cis ion-m ak ing by pe ople  w h o care  about 
w h at is  h appe ning to th e ir socie ty.

• Th e  am e nity socie tie s  re pre se nt a k ind  of 
'm oral arm y' w h o h ave  a m oral auth ority 
w h ich  transce nd s planning auth ority.

• Prote ction of e ve ry sq uare  yard  of gre e n 
space  (not ne ce s sarily Gre e n Be lt) is  vital. 
Each  sq uare  yard  th at grow s  th ings  is  a 
sym bol of fre e d om . Th e  loss  of a s ingle  
sq uare  yard  to concre te  or paving slabs  is  a 
sym bol of th e  loss  of control and  fre e d om . 
W e  m ay not b e  able  to plant a fore st, but 
one  pre cious  sq uare  yard  can b e  a h om e  for 
a tre e . (Th e re  is  a d ire ct paralle l be tw e e n 
th is  id e a and  th e  Ne w  York  'Z e ro 
Tole rance ' cam paign th at w as  so succe s sful 
in re d ucing crim e  le ve ls in th e  capital. A  
brok e n w ind ow , if tole rate d  and  le ft 
unm e nd e d , e ncourage s  oth e r w ind ow  
bre ak age s , and  th is  e scalate s, e ve ntually, 
from  ne gle ct to a cultural bre ak d ow n. A  
s ingle  sq uare  yard  lost to ce m e nt is  a 
brok e n w ind ow .)

• Th e  Civic Trust is  cre ating a cam paign 
d rive n by volunte e rs  d e s igne d  to:
o Im prove  th e  q uality of our H igh  Stre e ts. 

Calle d  'H igh  Stre e t UK', th is  is  
m od e lle d  on th e  US initiative  calle d  
'Main Stre e t US' w h ich , ove r th e  past 25 
ye ars, h as brough t back  an e stim ate d  
$40b illion into th e  Main Stre e t e conom y.

o Id e ntify and  ope n new  H e ritage  Site s. 
Som e  3,000 h ave  be e n ope ne d  and  run 
by volunte e rs, and  now  th e  Civic Trust 
are  planning to 'e dge ' into London.

o Encourage  th e  id e a of a Cultural 
O lym pics w h e re  w e  can be com e  proud  
of our culture  and  h e ritage  and  h e lp 
m ak e  th e  te rm  'Mad e  in Britain' 
som e th ing to re spe ct abroad  once  m ore .

o Encourage  b e tte r d e s ign and  
re ge ne ration in our urb an and  rural 
com m unitie s. W e  ne e d  com m unity 
build ings th at are  appropriate  to th e  
look  and  fe e l of th e  local e nvironm e nt; 
not th e  'Gh e rk in' th at grace s th e  
London sk yline  or th e  arch ite ctural 
abom ination of th e  Sainsbury's  
build ing in Maid e nh e ad !

o Cre ating an initiative  w ith  local 
busine sse s  to re scue  th e  nigh t-tim e  
tow n ce ntre s  from  th e  yobs and  m ak e  
th e m  once  again a place  for ord inary 
pe ople  to e njoy in safe ty. To e ncourage  
a nigh t-tim e  e conom y th at doe sn't cate r 
only for th e  re stle ss  young. (Th is  doe s  
not m e an m ore  cam e ras, but m ore  
th ings to do.)

O ne  th ing is  ve ry cle ar –  your Socie ty ne e d s  to 
coope rate  m ore  fully w ith  its A NTA S partne rs 
to h e lp ge ne rate  th e  syne rgy to gain th e  
leve rage  ne e d e d  to m ak e  our voice s  h e ard  by 
our incre as ingly re m ote  m aste rs!

Eva Lipm an and Fred  Russell
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You w ill not find  an explanation of th is nam e  in 
any book  –  you m ust go to th e  oral h istory of th e  
area th at pre se rved  th e  local legend  of St 
Be rinus, w h ich  itself neve r cam e  out of any 
really ancient book . If you rem em be r th e  story, 
St Be rinus baptise d  all th e  Saxons in Taplow  
Castle  in Bapsey Pond, and  th e  first Ch ristian 
ch urch  w as built be sid e  Taplow  Court w ith in 
th e  castle  d efence. From  th is original local 
legend  w e  se e  th at th e  good  saint d idn't baptise  
th e  local British  people  of Taplow  w h o ad h e re d  
to th e  old pagan religion, so th at it becam e  
accepted  as th e  centre  of local w itch craft –  and  
today still attracts neo-w itch craft groups.

My great aunts use d  th e  se rvice s of th e  
Taplow  W ise  W om en w h o taugh t pillow  lace -
m ak ing and  could cure  m ost d ise ase s, and  
pe rh aps th at is w h y th ey found  a bow l m ade  
from  a h um an sk ull in Bapsey Pond  w h e n it w as 
cleaned  out in th e  19 60s, and  th e  w itch e s curse  
on th e  D e sborough  fam ily for e nclosing th e  
spring th at fe d  Bapsey Pond  d id  com e  true. Th e  
British  language  survived  as a second  sem i-
secret language  of th e  land  and  th e  rive r until it 

w as k illed  off by an alliance  of th e  railw ays, 
Victorian e ducation and  snobbe ry, in th e  m id -
ninete enth  century.

So th e  place  and field nam e s of Taplow  are  
corruptions of th is Low land British  language, and 
th e  local h istory of th e  d istrict –  from  th e  Neolith ic 
to th e  pre sent day –  w as passed on orally am ong 
th e  farm ing yeom anry. Local farm ers claim  to 
h ave  com e  from  good yeom an stock  –  th e ir 
ance stor w as an Ior-m an, or 'petty lord', th e  low e st 
rank  of th e  nobility or squirearch y.

Locally it w as h eld th at H itch am bury w as th e  
original settlem ent in th e  area. Th e  nam e  d e rive s 
from  Uch el am  burrow , m eaning 'Th e  earth w ork s 
(bank s and d itch e s) of th e  h igh e st cultivated  land 
and its cultivators'. A n adjacent field south  of 
H itch am bury is called Th e  Meadow . It is a 
m eadow , but to th e  Britons it w as Ty- m ed da, th at 
is 'Th e  h ouse  of th e  field of th e  cattle'. W e st of 
th is w h e re  th e  entrance  to H itch am bury and 
H unts W ood branch e s off H ill Farm  Road is a 
sm all field called O ak  Stubbs, w h ich  sits on th e  
cre st of th e  h ill. It is unlik ely to h ave  be en a felled 
oak  w ood from  its siz e  and position, so th e  nam e  

W h y Buffins ?
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w as probably Ugh -stum , or 'Th e  h igh  bend'. 
O pposite  th is road junction lay th e  large  field 
called Buffins, once  called Bugh -fan, m eaning 
'Th e  place  of th e  cow s'. O n th e  north -east corner 
of H itch am  Lane  is Great Colgrove, anciently gre-
ty-k ole-crow  fa, m eaning 'Th e  place  of th e  young 
bull's h ovel'. Th is m ak e s it quite  convenient for 
th e  Buffins cow s!

Nearby are  th e  w ood and coppiced  
w oodlands th at produced  good brow sing for th e  
young bull. O ne  m ust rem em be r th at cattle  are  
naturally brow sing anim als of th e  w oodland or 
m arsh  –  not naturally graz ing anim als. 
D iagonally opposite  across th e  road and on th e  
e dge  of Buffins is Little  Coldgrove, or Laity k ole 
crow  fa, m eaning 'Th e  dairy by th e  place  of th e  
young bull's h ovel'. Th e  corner of Buffins 
adjacent to Taplow  Court is called Ten Acre s. In 
fact it is only e igh t and a bit acre s, but don't 
sugge st to m e  th at prim itive  peasants w e ren't 
good at m easuring land accurately: m y m ark et-
gardening broth e r-in-law  found th at illiterate  
gypsie s w h o w e re  paid  by th e  acre  for pea-
pick ing could accurately e stim ate  an area 
instantly –  a task  w h ich  w ould tak e  a m odern 
surveyor h ours to m easure ! Th is 'Ten Acre s' w as 
k now n as Tir-ner-argae, w h ich  m eant 'Th e  
enclosure  of th e  lord of th e  m anor', and it is easy 
to se e  h ow  th is converts to th e  m odern version.

My great aunt first took  m e  to Taplow  in th e  
19 20s. Sh e  and  h e r contem porarie s still refe rre d  
to H itch am  Lane  by its old nam e  of London 
Road. It is part of th e  m e d ieval road  th at link e d  
m ost of th e  South  Buck s village s w ith  ancient 
ch urch e s in Taplow , H itch am , Burnh am , 
Farnh am , W exh am , Ive r and  so on. If you 
continue  th e  line  of H itch am  Lane  straigh t 
across Buffins you arrive  at Court Field, w h e re  
th e  arch aeologists d iscovere d  th e  e ntrance  to th e  
Bronz e  Age  Taplow  Castle. In th e  m iddle  of th e  
rid e  on th e  w e st s id e  of th is field is th e  m ode rn 
incarnation of Que en Eliz abeth  O ak . A s th e  
previous one  d ie s, a new  one  h as be e n planted  –  
for m illennia –  but th e re  is  no record  of th e  
Tudor Que en Eliz abeth  com ing h e re  or planting 
any tre e. It m ark s th e  course  of London Road  
and  Taplow  on th e  e scarpm ent from  th e  rive r 
and  w as called  in ancient tim e s Quidden un alaw  
ys beth , th at is 'Th e  oak  of th e  H oly O ne  of th e  
lily place  beneath  th e  tom b'.

Taplow 's m arsh y areas w e re  fam ous for th e  
profusion of lilie s (w ate r irise s) even in 
Victorian tim e s, and  th e  tom b is of course  th e  
m ound  th at give s Taplow  its nam e  Tir pel ior, 

th at is 'Th e  tum ulus of th e  d istant lord'. W e  now  
k now  from  arch aeology w h at th e  local Britons 
k new  from  h istory passe d  by w ord  of m outh , 
th at th e  m an in th e  tum ulus w as a Saxon Lord  
from  Kent!

O ver th e  e scarpm ent w as Maidenh ead's first 
bridge , over w h ich  th e re  w e re  tw o battles in th e  
14th  century. Th e  road continued  on th e  
Berk sh ire  bank  as Ray Mill Road to North  Tow n 
and Great H ow ; th e  latter w as still a coach ing 
stop on th e  road link ing London to Bath  or 
O xford in th e  17th  and 18th  centurie s. Th is old 
Bath  Road ran betw e en Court Field and Ch e rry 
O rch ard  insid e  Taplow  Castle. No one  in th e ir 
sense s plants a ch e rry orch ard  alongsid e  a busy 
road and th e  w indy top of an e scarpm ent is not 
h orticulturally sensible. Th is w as w h e re  th e  Lord 
of th e  Manor d istributed  large ss, on Taplow  
Castle's parade  ground or tow n square , betw e en 
th e  Lord's Court or Caer ty (Fort H ouse ) and h is 
and th e  villagers' dw ellings. It w as th e  place  of 
th e  Ch w arae-or-ch y-da, or Buffins.

Mich ael Bayley

(For th ose  of you unfam iliar w ith  M ich ael, h e  is a 
retired arch itect w ith  an encyclopæ dic k now ledge of 
Taplow  and its environs w h o lives in M aid en h ead. 
H is contributions to your new sletter over th e  years 
h ave be en an invaluable source of m aterial for your 
ex-ed itor. Th is is th e  first article of a tw o-parter on 
Buffins and its background. Fred Russell.)

Th e  A nnual General Me eting of th e  
H itch am  and Taplow  Society w ill tak e  
place  at 8 pm  on Friday 31st O ctober at 
th e  Village  Centre , H igh  Stre et, Taplow .

A  detailed agenda w ill be  included 
in th e  autum n ed ition of th e  New sletter.

Nom inations for th e  Pre s id e nt, 
Ch airm an, Se cre tary and  com m itte e  
m e m be rs  s h ould  be  se nt to: Th e  
Secretary, Ne il Blundell, Th e  D ow er 
H ouse , Rectory Road, Taplow  SL6 0ET, 
no later th an O ctober 9 th .

Please  ensure  th at nom ine e s are  
m em be rs of H TS and are  w illing to 
stand. Nom inations sh ould be  signed  
by th e  propose r and seconder.

Notice  of AGM
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H ow  often h ave  you driven past th e  Th am e s 
Valley Adventure  Playground? Tuck e d  aw ay at 
th e  back  of th e  lay-by by th e  railw ay arch  at 
Taplow , m ost people  k now  w h e re  it is, but h ave  
you eve r w onde re d  exactly w h at goe s on th e re? 
If you h ave  neve r visite d , it is h ard  to im agine  
just w h at a vibrant and  special place  is h idd en 
be h ind  th e  secure  fencing and  lock e d  gate s.

Since  19 82 th e  Adve nture  Playground  h as 
offe re d  an e xce ptional range  of adve nturous, 
th e rape utic and  e ducational play activitie s, 
provid ing fun and  fre e dom  in a safe , caring 
and  stim ulating e nvironm e nt for ch ildre n and  
adults w ith  all type s of d isab ility, h ow eve r 
m ild  or profound.

Indoor facilitie s  boast a large  inte ractive  
'soft play' are a w ith  ball pool and  inte llige nt 
ligh ting. Multi-se nsory and  m usic room s offe r 
th e  late st te ch nology for both  stim ulation and  
re laxation. Ins id e  th e  m ain playroom  you can 
e njoy arts and  crafts, touch -scre e n com pute rs, 
a gam e s room , a q uie t are a and  lots of toys and  
gam e s. O ur ch anging are as and  toile ts h ave  
w h e e lch air and  h oist acce ss.

O utsid e , in th e  se cure  play are as, you w ill 
find  tw o acre s  of e xciting, robust e q uipm e nt 
just w aiting to be  e xplore d. Th e  are a around  
th e  build ing is  h om e  to our w h e e lch air 
roundabout and  sw ings. Follow  th e  path w ays 
past th e  sand  pit and  splash  pool, und e r th e  
'w obbly bridge ' and  th rough  th e  gard e ning 

are as, dow n to th e  castle . H e re  you w ill find  
th e  ae rial runw ay (w ith  h arne ss  buck e t se at), 
m e ga-slid e  and  th e  clim b ing structure . Beyond  
are  th e  ae rial runw ay, picnic are as and  th e  
e ntrance  to th e  w ild e rne ss  gard e n. Use  th e  
e levate d  w alk w ay to view  th e  lak e  b e fore  you 
re turn to th e  sand  pit or ve nture  on to th e  
safe ty-surface d  gam e s are as w ith  adapte d  
b ik e s  and  e le ctric cars. Vis it Jock 's  Cabin w ith  
its pare nts' re source  are a, or m ak e  use  of th e  
fully-e q uippe d  w oodw ork  room  and  activity 
space s. Enjoy a gam e  of craz y golf or vis it th e  
toddle rs' are a.

Th e  Playground  expe rie nce  is  totally uniq ue  
and  offe rs som e th ing for eve ryone . W ith  no 
form al catch m e nt are a, use rs  trave l from  a 
w id e  are a across th e  Th am e s Valley and  
beyond , as th e re  is  now h e re  q uite  lik e  it close r 
to h om e . Th ey vis it w ith  th e ir fam ilie s  and  as 
ind ividuals for re spite  care , and  w ith  sch ools, 
play-sch e m e s, day ce ntre s  and  re s id e ntial units.

A n O FSTED -re giste re d  day-care  facility, th e  
Playground  is  run by a voluntary board  of 
truste e s, w ith  on-s ite  care  provid e d  by s ix full-
tim e  staff and  te n se ss ional staff, supporte d  by 
a loyal band  of volunte e rs. It is  ope n Tue sday 
to Saturday all ye ar round , w ith  Fridays 
re se rve d  for adults w ith  spe cial ne e d s.

2007 saw  th e  Playground  celebrate  its Silver 
Jubile e. O ver 10,500 visits are  now  m ade  e ach  
year and  w e  are  constantly adapting to m e et th e  
ch anging ne e d s of our use rs. Not only h ave  w e  
expe rie nce d  an enorm ous increase  in th e  
num be r of visits by ch ildren w ith  autistic 
spectrum  d isord e rs, w h o often find  it d ifficult to 
cope  w ith  a crow de d  e nvironm ent, but visits by 
use rs w ith  ph ysical d isabilitie s h ave  also rise n 
(23% over th e  past ten years), w ith  an upsurge  
in th e  num be r of ch ildren now  using electric 
w h e elch airs at an earlie r age  th an eve r before. 
W h ilst w e  h ave  be e n creative  in accom m odating 
th is increase  in usage  th rough  flexible  use  of our 
existing facilitie s, th e  ne e d  to provid e  m ore  
indoor space  in w h ich  to m anoeuvre , m ore  
transit points and  bette r acce ss in gene ral h as 
becom e  a m atte r of urgency.

Th ank s to a gene rous legacy, th e  dream  of 
refurbish ing and reorganising th e  Playground's 
original cabin (m uch  ne ed ed  after 25 ene rgetic 
years in action!) is set to becom e  a reality, w h ilst 
also addre ssing its lim itations on space  w ith  th e  

Th am e s  Valle y Adve nture  Playground
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construction of an annex, w h ich  w ill extend out 
over th e  lak e. W e  are  pleased  to report th at 
planning pe rm ission h as now  be en secured  and 
w e  h ope  to get th e  building proce ss unde rw ay 
w ith out delay.

A s you can im agine , w e  are  d eligh te d  to h ave  
th is opportunity to m ove  th e  Playground  
forw ard. H ow eve r, th e  excitem ent of th e  project 
m ust not blind  us to th e  ne e d  to to m e et our day-
to-day running costs, currently in exce ss of 
£250,000 pe r annum . Project m oney w ill not be  
available  to cover any ope rational expend iture  
and, w ith  le ss th an 8% of our incom e  com ing 
from  local auth ority fund ing, th e  support of th e  

local com m unity w ill continue  to play an 
absolutely vital part in h elping th e  Playground  
m aintain its exceptional se rvice  –  one  th at is of 
such  h uge  benefit to so m any people  w ith  
special ne e d s and  to th e ir fam ilie s.

It is  alw ays our gre at ple asure  to w e lcom e  
vis itors to th e  Playground. If anyone  from  
Taplow  w ould  lik e  to look  around , w e  w ould  
be  d e ligh te d  to give  th e m  th e  'Grand  Tour'. 
Ple ase  call th e  Playground  on 01628 62859 9  to 
arrange  a vis it.

Nick y H utch in son
D onations M anager

A Bit of Ne w s
D uring th e  nigh t of Friday 21st March , a ve ry 
large  m ature  ch e stnut tre e  –  a m ajor local 
landscape  feature  next to footpath  11 –  blew  
dow n. Th is tre e  h ad  lost som e  lim bs th re e  years 
ago, but still appeare d  to be  h e alth y. Its furth e r 
collapse  w as cause d  by a strong north e rly w ind. 
Th is  tre e  is  on Boundary R id ing Stable s land , 
alth ough  th e  fie ld  fe ncing w as attach e d  to th e  
back  of th e  tre e  at som e  point in th e  past. Th e  
fie ld  south  of th e  footpath  is  ow ne d  by Mr 
Joh n Sh e ph e rd  of Poplar Farm . W h e n it 
collapse d , th e  m ain part of th e  tre e  fe ll across 
footpath  11, block ing th e  footpath , k nock ing 
dow n a se ction of fie ld  fe ncing and  e xte nd ing 
into th e  fie ld. Th e  only dam age  cause d  w as to 
th e  fie ld  fe nce .

O n th e  Saturday m orning, I found  a party of 
cyclists at th e  field gate  opposite  th e  junction of 
Boundary Road, w h o h ad  crosse d  th e  field to by-
pass th e  tre e. Mem be rs of th e  party expre sse d  
regret (before  be ing aw are  of be ing overh eard) 
at not h aving a pair of w ire  cutte rs to d eal w ith  
th e  fencing, and  I se nt th em  on th e ir w ay. W ith  a 
com bination of voluntary m anpow e r, use  of a 
R id ing Stable  ch ain saw  and  Mr Sh eph e rd 's 
w ork  on th e  fencing, th e  tre e  w as cleare d  off th e  

footpath  over th e  Easte r w e e k e nd. A ll partie s 
involved  coope rated  e nth usiastically.

It is alw ays a sad  th ing w h e n a b ig tre e  
com e s dow n, and  th is tre e  h as be e n a 
m onum ental feature  of th e  local landscape  for 
as long as can be  rem em be re d , a canopy of leaf 
for cattle  and  h orse s in th e  sum m e r, a stopping 
point for w alk e rs and  a com pass m ark  on a 
d irect north -south  line  from  its position to th e  
junction of Station/Boundary Roads to th e  
south . Up until th e  19 60s, th e re  w as an 
increasingly d ecrepit s ign attach e d  to it, saying 
'Bew are  of th e  Bull'. A s a ch ild, I once  glim pse d  
th e  creature  in all its le isurely bulk , now  th e  
m isty im pre ss ion of a form idable  pre se nce; 
m ore  latte rly, only h orse s use d  th e  ch e stnut, for 
sh ad e  and  for sh elte r. Th e  ch e stnut w as blow n 
dow n at Easte r, a tim e  of d eath  and  re -b irth , and  
w as cleare d  from  th e  path  and  field during th e  
Easte r w e e k e nd. H opefully, th e  field ow ne rs 
w ill encourage  a new  sapling to tak e  its place , 
so th at our rural landscape  continue s to be  
m ark e d  in future  by th e  beauty and  ch aracte r of 
great tre e s.

Jon W illm ore

H itch am  and  Taplow  Socie ty Spring 2008 Page  9



Th e  Local Gove rnm e nt and Public 
Involve m e nt in H e alth  Act
Th is  Act w ould  appe ar to be  an h one st atte m pt 
to rationalise  com m unity gove rnance  and  to 
provid e  a bas is  for d evolution and  
e m pow e rm e nt. It h as b e e n w e lcom e d  by th e  
Local Gove rnm e nt A ssociation and  th e  
National A ssociation of Local Councils w ith  
w h om  gove rnm e nt h as conducte d  
consultations. Th e  latte r se e  th e  Act as an 
opportunity to 'provid e  a num be r of new  
pow e rs to tow n and  paris h  councils'. Th e  
Ch airm an of th e  LGA  h as state d  'Th e  b e st w ay 
to re invigorate  d e m ocracy is  to start w ith  local 
councils. …   Councillors k now  th e ir local are as 
and  th e  pe ople  w h o live  th e re . …  Nor s h ould  
any m ore  q uangos furth e r und e rm ine  local 
d e m ocracy'. A  m ore  spe cific state m e nt w ith in 
th e  Act on th e  role  of local councils and  th e  
structure  w ith in w h ich  th e y s h ould  ope rate  
w ould  h ave  be e n advantage ous. H ow eve r, th e  
principle s re gard ing d evolution to paris h  and  
tow n councils as accountable  bod ie s  is  cle ar as 
are  th e  se ntim e nts e xpre sse d  by th e  Ch airm an 
of th e  LGA . In th e  eve nt, Buck ingh am sh ire  
County Council appe ars to h ave  ch ose n to 
ignore  both .

A 'Ne w  De al'

In June  2007, th e  County Council circulate d  a 
d raft pape r, e ntitle d  A New  D eal for 
Buck ingh am sh ire , for consultation. Th e  pape r 
appe are d  to offe r no m e aningful ch ange  in th e  
ope rational role  of local councils d e spite  th e  
state m e nt 'In th e ir role  as d e m ocratically 
accountable  bod ie s, local councils offe r a 
m e ans of s h aping th e  d e cis ions th at affe ct th e ir 
com m unitie s. Th ey also offe r a m e ans of 
d e ce ntralis ing th e  provis ion of ce rtain se rvice s  
and  of revitalis ing local com m unitie s'. No 
provis ion w as m ad e  for a m e ch anism  
facilitating a structure d  d ialogue  be tw e e n a 
paris h  and  a supe rior local auth ority. Taplow  
Paris h  Council re spond e d  calling for th e  
prope r re cognition of local councils as th e  
accountable  first tie r of local gove rnm e nt and  
th e  sole  local statutory body re pre se nting th e  

vie w s of th e ir paris h ione rs. It w ould  appe ar 
th at th e  County h as abandone d  th e  'New  D e al'.

A Dys functional Propos al

In Fe bruary 2008, th e  County produce d  a 
docum e nt calle d  Establish ing Local Area Forum s 
in  Buck ingh am sh ire : A fram ew ork  for consultation , 
w h ich  it appe ars to be  pursuing w ith  
inord inate  h aste  and  w ith out e ffe ctive  prior 
consultation w ith  th e  D istrict or Paris h  
Councils or th e  GC2C groups. Th e  proposals 
th e re in are  w ith out logic and  fly in th e  face  of 
e fficie nt public adm inistration, good  
gove rnance  and  d e m ocratic re pre se ntation at 
th e  grass  roots. Th e  proposals are  a se cond  
stage  to th e  GC2C 'conce pt'. GC2C, a q uango-
lik e  body, w as im pose d  on th e  paris h e s  
w ith out consultation and  is  a body w ith  som e  
m e m be rs  not accountable  to th e  re spe ctive  
paris h e s. It h as no statutory status. Th e  
Be e ch e s  Group originally com prise d  Burnh am , 
D orney and  Taplow  but w as e xpand e d , again 
w ith out consultation, to include  Stok e  Poge s 
and  Farnh am  Com m on. It is  ch aire d  by a 
county councillor and  h as a m e m be rsh ip 
includ ing county and  d istrict councillors for 
th e  are a and  tw o paris h  councillors for e ach  
paris h . It is  joine d  by county office rs  from  tim e  
to tim e . A ll appe ar to h ave  voting righ ts. Th e se  
arb itrary space s do not conform  to any 
statutory are a re levant to public adm inistration 
and  h ave  no m e aningful ge ograph ical function; 
th e y do not re pre se nt 'a com m unity' in any 
acce pte d  se nse  of th e  te rm . A n exam ination of 
th e  Be e ch e s  Group sugge sts th at it is  irre levant 
as a body re pre se nting th e  aspirations and  
prioritie s  of paris h  com m unitie s. It h as faile d  
to pe rform  as an e ffe ctive  conduit to uppe r-tie r 
local auth oritie s  or succe ssfully to progre ss  any 
of th e  priority Taplow  proje cts ove r tw o ye ars 
of d iscuss ion.

A Four-tie r Structure

Sim ply put, th e  new  four-tie r structure  proposed  
by th e  County appears to com prise  th e  
Ne igh bourh ood Action Groups (NAG) as th e  
first tie r, follow ed  by th e  Local A rea Forum , th e  

Tow n and Paris h  Councils :
De m ocracy at th e  Gras s  Roots
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A rea Forum  and th e  County as th e  fourth  tie r. 
NAGs w e re  set up unde r a governm ent initiative  
and are  controlled by th e  police. Th e ir rem it is to 
'im prove  com m unity safety, reassurance  and 
reduce  crim e  and d isorde r'. A nyone  can becom e  
a m em be r. O ur local group covers Taplow , 
D orney and part of Burnh am , repre senting yet 
anoth e r geograph ical area w ith out 
adm inistrative  significance. W ith in th is Group 
th e re  appears to be  a lack  of unde rstand ing of th e  
role  of parish  councillors as k now ledgeable  and 
accountable  m em be rs of th e ir com m unity. Th is 
non-accountable  body w ould appear to be  
w h olly inappropriate  as part of a decision-
m ak ing h ie rarch y proce ssing com m unitie s' 
aspirations and prioritie s.

A  Local Area Forum  (LAF) w ill replace  th e  
South  Buck s Joint Local Com m ittee  to w h ich  th e  
D istrict h as raised  strong objection on th e  grounds 
th at it 'rem oves a k ey w ay for d istrict, parish  and 
county councillors to m e et and d iscuss m atters of 
concern'. Mem bersh ip of th e  LAFs, based on th e  
GC2C areas, of w h ich  th ere  are  19 , consists of all 
county and d istrict councillors in th e  local area. 
Police, fire , re scue , h ealth  and parish  and tow n 
councils, in th at order, are  listed as 'O th er 
m em bers'. Th e  LAF com es betw e en local councils 
and D istrict and County and reassigns 
re sponsibilitie s of th e se  bodie s contrary to 
statutory guidance  by governm ent. Th ere  also 
appears to be  provision for an Area Forum  based 
on d istrict council areas. Mem bersh ip is not stated. 
Th e  consultation fram ew ork  state s th at th is project 
're quire s a great deal of careful planning, sensitive  
d iscussion and attention to detail over m any 
m onth s'. Inde ed th is m ust be  true  and sh ould 
h ave  preceded th e  prem ature  preparation of a 
docum ent th at is insufficiently specific for 
m eaningful consultation.

Th e  d iagram  accom panying th e  fram ew ork  
ind icate s paris h  and  tow n plans be ing targe te d  
at th e  Local Com m unity Plan, pre pare d  by a 
Local Strate gic Partne rsh ip, to w h ich  th e y 
s h ould  m ak e  a contribution. Th e  Local 
Strate gic Partne rsh ip is  anoth e r q uango-type  
body. No provis ion appe ars to be  m ad e  for 
progre ss ing th e  m ain gove rnm e nt-state d  
obje ctive  of a local council plan, w h ich  is  to 
provid e  for action are as in re lation to th e  
paris h  com m unitie s' prioritie s  w ith in th e  
policie s  of a Local A re a Fram ew ork . 
Gove rnm e nt guidance  also id e ntifie d  a paris h  
or tow n plan as a ve h icle  for d ialogue  w ith  
uppe r-tie r auth oritie s  in ord e r to re ach  

conse nsus, w h ich  is  not re fle cte d  in County's 
proposals. Pre sum ably th e  inte ntion is  for 
paris h  plan issue s  to be  d e alt w ith  by th e  Local 
A re a Forum . But th is  is  inappropriate  and  not 
d e m ocratic and  w ould  be  contrary to statutory 
guidance . Th e  LA F h as a m e m be rsh ip w ith  
une le cte d  m e m be rs  and  m e m be rs  w h o are  not 
re sponsible  to th e  particular paris h  
com m unity; it h as no statutory role . Th e  only 
adm inistrative ly corre ct and  d e m ocratic w ay to 
d e al w ith  a com m unity's  aspirations as 
e xpre sse d  in a plan or oth e r docum e nt is  by 
face -to-face  ne gotiation w ith  th e  statutory 
body re sponsible  for th e  topic: th at is, a 
d e partm e nt of D istrict or County.

A Com ple x Bure aucracy

It is  d ifficult to re late  th e  propose d  
bure aucratic structure  to th e  County Council's 
avow e d  inte ntion to be com e  close  to paris h  and  
tow n councils. It is  e q ually d ifficult to se e  h ow  
th e  proposals can provid e  an e ffe ctive  and  
proactive  role  for th e se  local councils. Th e  
proposals fly in th e  face  of four golde n rule s 
for institution build ing, w h ich  are :
1. Im prove  w h at exists rath e r th an inve nting 

som e th ing new
2. Stick  rigidly to existing political cum  

adm inistrative  boundarie s
3. D o not m ix accountable  and  non-accountable  

m em be rs on a d ecis ion-m ak ing body
4. D iffe re ntiate  locationally be tw e e n a forum  

for th e  e xch ange  of view s and  a body w ith  
e xe cutive  functions.

Th e  statutory th re e -tie r s e t-up for d e cis ion-
m ak ing w ith in th e  County is  s im ple , tim e -
h onoure d  and  re asonably e ffe ctive . Th e  
ab s e nce  of a structure d  proce s s  to facilitate  
d ialogue  b e tw e e n th e  paris h e s , as  accountable  
re pre s e ntative s  of th e ir paris h ione rs  and  
paris h  com m unitie s , and  uppe r-tie r 
auth oritie s  d e prive s  th e  latte r of acce s s  to th e  
th e  re ality of local public opinion. A  
m e ch anism  to e nsure  th is  pre re q uis ite  to 
e ffe ctive  public participation is  e s s e ntial. Th e  
pre s e nt County proposals d o not m e e t th is  
re q uire m e nt. Th e re  is  no d oubt th at 
constraints  are  im pose d  by Gove rnm e nt's  
prope ns ity to prod uce  guid ance  and  
instructions  w h ich  are  at b e st incom patible  
and  at w orse  d ire ctly conflicting. Th is  d oe s  
not le ad  to cle ar and  une q uivocal 
im ple m e ntation. H ow e ve r such  s ituations  can 
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b e  fine s s e d . Th e  fact re m ains, h ow e ve r, th at 
th e  curre nt proposals cannot provid e  for an 
e ffe ctive  role  for local councils w h ich  th e  
County state s  it w ants to ach ie ve .

A Sim ple  Solution

Th e  elegant, h ie rarch ical structure  repre sented by 
County, D istrict and Parish  offers itself as an 
effective  basis for executive  action and com m unity 
involvem ent. An accountable, repre sentative  
parish  council, as th e  bedrock  of local dem ocracy, 
rece ives im perative  decisions from  County and 
D istrict, w h ich  auth oritie s sh ould provide  
structure s for d irect negotiation betw e en a local 
council and upper tie rs. Each  tie r sh ould h ave  a 
com m unity forum  w ith  appropriate  m em bersh ip 
for an exch ange  of view s betw e en councils, 
statutory undertak ers and oth er leading 
com m unity bodie s. Taplow  Parish  Council m ade  
provision th re e  years ago for a Standing 
Com m unity Forum  to repre sent am enity societie s, 
re sident associations, busine ss, le isure  facilitie s 
and bodie s concerned w ith  h ealth  and social 
issue s. Upper-tie r auth oritie s can provide  th e  sam e  
arrangem ent for forum s appropriate  to th e ir level 
for an exch ange  of view s. W h ere  th e  num ber of 
parish e s re quire s, consultation betw e en County 
and Parish  can be  th rough  th e  agency of a d istrict 
association of local councils.

A Re s pons e

Mem bers and parish ione rs are  strongly and 
urgently re que sted  to support th e  South  Buck s 
A ssociation of Local Councils and Taplow  Parish  
Council in calling for th e  abandonm ent of th e  
County strategy and its replacem ent w ith  a 
structure  in k e eping w ith  governm ent's 
intentions w ith in th e  act (ibid). A  call sh ould also 
be  m ade  for th e  appropriate  recognition of th e  
role  of local councils as th e  m ost im m ed iate , 
accountable  repre sentative s of parish ione rs and 
local com m unitie s. Th is recognition sh ould 
m anife st itself in a form al relationsh ip betw e en 
parish e s and th e  tw o upper-tie r auth oritie s by 
provision of a m ech anism  facilitating d irect 
negotiation betw e en local councils w ith  County 
and D istrict. Negotiation sh ould not be  th rough  a 
non-statutory, unaccountable  th ird  party.

Establish ing Local Area Forum s in  
Buck ingh am sh ire  is  available  on th e  County 
w e b s ite . Go to th e  Buck s  CC H om e  Page , 
click  on 'H ave  Your Say' and  th e n on 
'Buck i ngh am s h i re  Locality  Strate gy 
Consultation'. Note  th at th e  q ue stionnaire  is  
pre pare d  in such  a w ay th at com ple tion im plie s  
a d e gre e  of agre e m e nt. R e spond e nts m ay w is h , 
th e re fore , to re ply by le tte r.

Bernard  Trevallion

O n New  Year's Day, 19 88, th e  Burley fam ily m oved 
into Maryfield, and once  again th e  h ouse  w as a 
fam ily h om e. Before  arriving in Taplow , Jerry 
Burley h ad be en involved in th e  w orld of finance, 
w h e re  h is uncanny understanding of num bers, 
coupled w ith  endless com m on sense , ensured a 
very successful care er in th e  w orld of taxation and 
corporate  finance. W e  w ere  fortunate  th at h e  w as 
content to use  th e se  sam e  talents to act as h onorary 
auditor to our Society for m any years.

As a boy, Jerry w on a sch olarsh ip to East H am  
Gram m ar Sch ool, and w h ile th ere h e  played for 
Ch elsea's youth  side  and nearly signed professional 
form s for th em . Instead, h ow ever, h e  spent h is 
National Service in South ern Rh odesia, returning to 
England to qualify as a Ch artered Accountant. After 
a sh ort spell in Jersey in th e  w orld of bank ing, h e  
again returned to England w h ere  h e  joined Touch e 
Ross and spent th e rest of h is w ork ing life w ith  th em .

In 19 83, th e re  b e gan for Je rry tw o ye ars  of 
s e ve re  illne s s  d uring w h ich  h e  und e rw e nt 
nine  ope rations. D uring th at tim e  h e  w as  
supporte d  d ay and  nigh t by d istrict nurs e s  
and  in 19 86 Je rry m arrie d  h is  d ay nurs e , 
Jane . H appily, h e  m ad e  a good  re cove ry 
from  h is  illne s s  and  w as  sub s e q ue ntly able  
to re turn to w ork  until h e  re tire d  in 19 9 2.

Th rough out h is life  Jerry never lost h is love of 
sport, both  as a player and spectator. H e  w as a 
passionate  bridge  player, enjoying th e  gam e  
w h atever th e  standard. H e  w as also a m ost 
generous h ost, w h o sh ared h is great love of fine  
w ine  and food w ith  h is m any friends in Taplow .

Jerry w ill be  sorely m issed, but w e  m ust 
rem em ber th at life  is not counted by th e  years you 
live but by th e  love you gave and th e  th ings you did.

Barrie  Pe ron i

Our Frie nd Je rry Burle y 19 31 –  2008
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In 2006 th e  Paris h  Council organise d  a carol-
s inging eve nt on th e  Village  Gre e n. It took  
place  by th e  barn on th e  sm all gre e n and  w as 
atte nd e d  m ostly by ch ildre n and  th e ir pare nts 
as th e y le ft th e  sch ool Ch ristm as baz aar –  but 
pe rh aps you d idn't k now  about it.

In 2007 I th ink  m any m ore  people k new  about 
th e  Paris h  Council's carol-s inging eve nt, th e  
difference be ing th at a Ch ristm as 
tree h ad appeared on th e Village 
Green. H ow  could you m iss it? Th e 
Village  Gre e n h ad  be e n dark  
and  bare  eve ry Ch ristm as s ince  
w e  cam e  to th e  village  30 ye ars 
ago and at long last it look ed as if 
th e  village w as recognising and 
celebrating Ch ristm as!

Th e  tre e  w as funded  th rough  a legacy of 
£15,000, left in Jo Brook ing's e state , th e  truste e s of 
w h ich  w e re  ask e d  to use  th is m oney 'for cultural 
or recreational purpose s in Taplow  Village '.

Many re sid ents w ill k now  th at Jo Brook ing 
lived for a num be r of years in Taplow , firstly w ith  
h e r m oth e r Kate  in an apartm ent in Elibank  
H ouse  and th en in a cottage  in Elm  View , w h ich  
is just off Rectory Road, opposite  th e  Village  
Gre en. Jo d ie d  suddenly and tragically of bow el 
cancer in March  2005, just w h en sh e  th ough t th at 
sh e  w as in rem ission. Sh e  w as 54 years old.

Th e  executors of Jo's w ill felt th at sh e  w ould 
h ave  loved th e  id ea of a Ch ristm as tre e  on th e  
Village  Gre en and sh e  w ould h ave  be en pleased  
th at so m any fam ilie s and th e ir friends w ould 
com e  togeth e r at Ch ristm as tim e  to sing carols 
togeth e r out of doors. Every Ch ristm as Jo h ad  a 
little  tre e  lit up and decorated  outsid e  h e r 
cottage. Sh e  e specially enjoyed  any singing event 
in th e  Ch urch  and w as a regular supporter of th e  
annual sum m er party on th e  Village  Gre en.

Jo's friends and ne igh bours, including Alan and 
Gillian D ibden, and th e  Parish  Council all approved 

th e  plans for th e  Ch ristm as tree  and w ith  lots of 
h elp from  Janet W h e eler (w h o organise s th e  
Ch ristm as tree s for Cook h am ) w e  w ent ah ead and 
ordered a 20-ft tree  and 400 ligh ts. Finding an 
electricity source proved to be  difficult but 
eventually w e  got perm ission to run a cable from  a 
street ligh t opposite  th e  sch ool to th e  m iddle of th e  
green –  th e  prim e  position!

Sh e ila H orton designed an 
appropriate plaque and Josie  Corio 
organised a fence to protect th e  
tree  w h ich  provided a prom inent 
place to display th e  plaque.

A nd  s o... on Th urs d ay 
29 th  Nove m b e r, th e  tre e  w as  
d e live re d  and  e re cte d  in a 
s pe cially pre pare d  s le e ve  

w ith in a d e e p h ole . W e  are  grate ful to th e  te am  
of m e n from  Cook h am  w h o (along w ith  som e  
passe rs -by) m ad e  th e  tre e  uprigh t, h ung th e  
ligh ts and  e re cte d  th e  fe nce .

Th e  Parish  Council planned  a m agnificent 
carol-singing party for th e  early evening on 22nd 
D ecem be r. Generous sponsors provided  m ulled 
w ine  and m ince  pie s. W e  h ad  a ch ildren's farm  
on th e  sm all gre en, a h ot ch e stnut and toasted  
m arsh m allow  seller and th e  Salvation A rm y 
carolled us tow ards Ch ristm as. A round 200 
ne igh bours and th e ir friends and fam ilie s joined  
in and w e  collected  over £250 for bow el cancer 
re search  in m em ory of Jo.

Th e  Paris h  Council are  now  planning th e  
carol-s inging party for Ch ristm as 2008. W e  
e xpe ct Jo's b e q ue st to provid e  a Ch ristm as tre e  
for m any ye ars  to com e  and  trust th at it w ill 
b e  th e  focus  for any outd oor Ch ri s tm as 
ce le brations on th e  Village  Gre e n.

W h at a w ond e rful w ay to re m e m be r Jo's life  
by bringing ligh t to th e  village  for Ch ristm as!

Liz Forsyth

Th e  Taplow  Ch ris tm as  Tre e



W ith  th e  curre nt d e bacle  at Te rm inal 5, it doe s  
not se e m  appropriate  to d iscuss  th e  m e rits or 
oth e rw ise  of a th ird  runw ay at H e ath row . At 
th e  pre se nt tim e , w h ile  it se e m s cle ar th e  
Gove rnm e nt, Britis h  A irw ays and  BA A  w ould  
lik e  to se e  a th ird  runw ay –  w ith  poss ibly a 
s ixth  te rm inal at H e ath row  –  all th e  
surround ing County and  D istrict Councils, 
toge th e r w ith  m any Action Groups, are  
strongly against any such  d eve lopm e nt, 
prim arily be cause  of th e  inevitable  incre ase  in 
noise , dam age  to air q uality, incre ase  in 
e m iss ions and  furth e r d isturbance  to th e  
e nvironm e nt. Ind e e d  one  Action Group is  
s e riously consid e ring tak ing jud icial action to 
try to preve nt such  a d eve lopm e nt. Th is  is  
und e rstandable  w h e n one  consid e rs  th e  
conse q ue ntial infrastructure  re q uire m e nts th at 
such  a d eve lopm e nt w ould  e ntail, le aving 
as id e  th e  d e struction of prope rty, e tc. th at such  
a runw ay and  te rm inal w ould  re q uire  to m ak e  
w ay for such  a d eve lopm e nt.

H ow eve r, no d e cis ion h as ye t be e n re ach e d  
–  or announce d  –  so m aybe  th is  is  an 
appropriate  tim e  to consid e r som e  of th e  w id e r 
is sue s. Ind e e d , th is  is  w h y I h ave  ch ose n th e  
title  of th is  article  to be  as w id e  as poss ible . I 
am  ve ry m indful of th e  tim e  in 19 9 7/ 9 8 w h e n I 
re pre se nte d  H itch am  and  Taplow  at th e  
Te rm inal 5 Inq uiry and  it w as our d e clare d  
policy not to oppose  th e  Te rm inal, but to do all 

w e  could  to le sse n th e  e nvironm e ntal im pact 
th at w e  saw  com ing. O ur prim e  re ason for 
tak ing th is  position w as th at w e  could  se e  th e  
e conom ic advantage s to th e  country of th e  fifth  
te rm inal expansion. Now  th ose  sam e  
argum e nts are  b e ing put forw ard  again. 
H ow eve r, I ve nture  to sugge st th at th e  context 
is  som ew h at d iffe re nt today. To q uote  a form e r 
Labour m iniste r, Nick  R aynsford : 'Many 
pe ople , lik e  m yse lf, acce pt th e  e conom ic case  
for furth e r capacity incre ase s  in th e  UK and  
particularly in th e  South  East'. Note , not 
ne ce ssarily H e ath row . I am  glad  h e  w e nt on to 
say h e  w ould  w ant to se e  th is  im ple m e nte d  in 
th e  m ost sustainable  and  e nvironm e ntally 
re sponsible  w ay. H e  eve n w e nt on to say th is  is  
im poss ible  in th e  case  of H e ath row .

Unfortunate ly th e se  com m e nts are  not 
m irrore d  by h is  colle ague  Ruth  Ke lly, th e  
Transport Se cre tary, w h o in re fe rring to th e  
proble m s th at h ave  be e n e xpe rie nce d  at 
Te rm inal 5 said , 'A fte r th e  d e lays and  
inconve nie nce s suffe re d  by m any passe nge rs  it 
w ill play a vital role  in h e lping H e ath row  m e e t 
th e  incre as ing d e m and  in th e  ye ars ah e ad '. Sh e  
w e nt on –  just as e ffusive ly –  about expand ing 
H e ath row , saying th at an 'e xpand e d  H e ath row  
w as vital for Britain's  e conom ic inte re sts'.

Frank ly I th ink  th is w h ole  issue  h as got to be  
th ough t th rough  on a w id e r basis th an sim ply 
expand ing H e ath row , as I im plie d  e arlie r.

W h ile  it is  true  w e  h ave , in aviation and  
e conom ic te rm s, to m aintain th e  'London H ub', 
w e  h ave  to re m e m be r th e  com pe tition from  
aiports at Paris  Ch arle s d e  Gaulle , Sch ipol in 
A m ste rdam  and  Frank furt in Ge rm any. Th is  
said , w e  m ust not ove rlook  th e  curre nt 
d eve lopm e nts in th is  country w ith  planne d  
e xpansions at Stanste d  and  poss ibly Gatw ick , 
and  incre ase s  in traffic from  London City 
A irport, le t alone  th e  e xisting poss ible  incre ase  
as a re sult of th e  ope ning of Te rm inal 5 at 
H e ath row . In saying th is  I am  m indful of th e  
fact th at w ith  th e  pote ntial to cate r for 700,000 
fligh ts and  120 m illion passe nge rs  a ye ar it is  
alw ays going to im pose  a ve ry b ig 
e nvironm e ntal cost on its ne igh bours.

It is  im portant, th e re fore , b e fore  w e  consid e r 
incre as ing air traffic at existing airport 
locations, th at w e  give  se rious th ough t to oth e r 
airport d eve lopm e nts, w h ich  could  be  both  

London Airports  –   Th e  Future
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fe as ible  and  e nvironm e ntally favourable . In th e  
past th ough t w as give n to an airport 
d eve lopm e nt th at could  be  approach e d  ove r 
w ate r, ind e e d  th e  case  for s iting a new  airport 
aw ay from  th e  m ain ce ntre s  of population w as 
m ad e  in 19 60 w ith  th e  ill-fate d  Maplin Sand s. 
H ow eve r, s ince  th e n th e re  w as a h alf-h e arte d  
option of build ing an airport at Cliffe  on th e  
H oo Pe ninsula in Ke nt. Som e  I am  sure  w ill 
re m e m be r th e  outcry from  th e  b ird -w atch ing 
and  b ird -sanctuary com m unity.

Today I b e lieve  w e  h ave  a d iffe re nt s ituation 
and  a socie ty th at is  m ore  far e nvironm e ntally 
conscious. If w e  consid e r, for a start, th e  
d eve lopm e nts th at h ave  tak e n place  and  are  
sch e dule d  to tak e  place  on th e  bank s  of th e  
Th am e s Estuary (I am  th ink ing particularly of 
all th at h as gone  on at Canary W h arf and  all 
th e  d eve lopm e nts tak ing place /or planne d  in 
th e  Th am e s Gatew ay and  th e  oth e r 
d eve lopm e nts aris ing from  th e  2012 O lym pics), 
is  it not poss ible  to consid e r build ing an 
airport d eve lopm e nt w ith in th e  Th am e s 
Estuary itse lf? Using land  re claim e d  from  th e  
se a is  not new  in airport d eve lopm e nts 
inte rnationally –  Kansai in Japan and  H ong 
Kong are  tw o th at com e  re ad ily to m ind. I do 
be lieve  it is  poss ible , fe as ible  and  h igh ly 
advantage ous to build  an airport in th e  
Th am e s Estuary. Th e  te ch nology is  not a 
proble m  and  place d  corre ctly it w ould  be  
re lative ly e asy to construct fast road  link s  to 
th e  m otorw ays both  north  and  south  of th e  
e stuary. Th ink  th e n of th e  b e ne fit th is  w ould  
provid e  of e as ing th e  traffic conge stion th at is  
so m uch  a part of th e  H e ath row  picture , and  
w h ich  incid e ntally is  ve ry m uch  part of th e  air-
q uality proble m  th at exists th e re . Eq ually, a 
h igh -spe e d  rail link  could  be  e stablish e d  to 
London and  th e  H igh  Spe e d  1 se rvice  th at 
runs th rough  th e  Ch anne l Tunne l.

Build ing a new  airport such  as th is  s h ould  
not be  se e n as ne gating anyth ing w e  h ave  now : 
far from  it. W h ile  th e  costs w ould  be  h igh , 
give n th e  d eve lopm e nts alre ady re fe rre d  to, 
such  as th e  Th am e s Gatew ay, and  consid e ring 
th at such  costs could  ve ry w e ll h ave  a 30 to 40-
ye ar tim e  fram e , th e  re al q ue stion w e  h ave  to 
face  is  th is : h aving re gard  to th e  e conom ic, 
e nvironm e ntal and  social inte re sts of our 
country, can w e  afford  not to proce e d  w ith  
such  a d eve lopm e nt?

D ere k  W alk er

Letter to th e  Ed itor

W ith  all th e  d eve lopm e nt be ing propose d  in 
Mill Lane  th e re  w ill h ave  to be  im prove m e nts 
to th e  junction w ith  th e  Bath  Road. W h ateve r 
is  done  is  lik e ly to m ak e  it e as ie r for traffic to 
ge t in and  out of Mill Lane , th us incre as ing its 
use  as a rat-run.

Th e re  is  one  ve ry e asy solution to th e  rat-
run proble m : close  th e  road  to m otorise d  
traffic. If th e  closure  is  on th e  ste e p and  narrow  
se ction e ast of th e  Jubile e  R ive r it w ill h ave  
m inim al im pact on th e  pe ople  w h o live  and  
w ork  on Mill Lane  w h ile  re ducing th e  rat-run 
traffic across th e  w h ole  of Taplow . I suspe ct 
th at ove r 80% of pe ak -h our traffic on Mill Lane  
is  rat-runne rs so th is  s im ple  m e asure  could  
im prove  th e  q uality of life  for a lot of pe ople .

H ow  about it? W ill th e  Socie ty adopt th is  as 
a targe t to cam paign for?

Andrew  Findlay

Clos e  Mill Lane !

A  criticism  of th e  Planning Bill, at th e  'w h ite -
pape r' stage , fe ature d  in th e  W inte r e d ition of 
th e  New sle tte r. Furth e r scrutiny reve als th at 
th e  little -adve rtise d  sub -clause s  154 and  155 to 
Clause  150 in th e  Bill re m ove  th e  righ t of 
appe al to an ind e pe nd e nt Inspe ctor against 
re fusals d e te rm ine d  by office rs  und e r 
d e le gate d  pow e rs. R e fusals can be  
re consid e re d  by a Local Me m be rs  R evie w  
Body com pris ing d istrict councillors, if 
re q ue ste d. A pplications d e alt w ith  und e r 
d e le gate d  pow e rs re pre se nt ove r 9 0% of all 
applications. Th is  clause  h as b e e n strongly 
oppose d  by th e  RTPI, R IBA, R ICS and  national 
am e nity and  conse rvation socie tie s. It w ould  
appe ar to be  against natural justice . At pre se nt 
th e  m ain parliam e ntary opposition doe s not 
propose  to ch alle nge  th e  clause . Th e  vie w s of 
Taplow  Paris h  Council h ave  be e n m ad e  k now n 
to th e  constitue ncy m e m be r of parliam e nt.

Bernard  Trevallion
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Ripe  for De ve lopm e nt?

Ed ite d  by th e  H TS com m itte e
21 Byw ays, Burnh am  SL1 7EB

E-m ail: e d itor@taplow socie ty.org.uk
Unle ss oth e rw ise  state d , th e  vie w s e xpre sse d  in th is  new sle tte r are  not ne ce ssarily th ose  of th e  Socie ty or its Com m itte e .

Th e  New sle tte r is  publish e d  by th e  H itch am  and  Taplow  Socie ty.
Pre pare d  for printing by A ndrew  Findlay us ing Scribus, Linux, and  Th e  Gim p

Printe d  by Mich ae l Burbridge  Lim ite d

Board e d  up and  abandone d , th is  sm all cottage  on A m e rd e n Lane  aw aits its fate .
W ill th is  b e  th e  s ite  of th e  next h otly-conte ste d  application for h igh -d e ns ity h ousing, or can a m ore  
inte re sting use  b e  found? Th e  location, w ith  com m and ing view s ove r th e  Jubile e  R ive r and  
Taplow  Lak e , argue s for a s ingle  dw e lling of arch ite ctural m e rit.

Andrew  Findlay




