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W e  are  suppose d  to be  apolitical in our socie ty but 
w e  cannot ignore  th e  s im ple  re alitie s  th at it is  
gove rnm e ntal e d icts th at gove rn th e  w ay our 
socie ty functions. Gove rnm e nt policie s  are  
im ple m e nte d  by local councils, gove rnm e nt 
policie s  d e cid e  th at (for e xam ple ) R e gions w ill 
exist and  so ch ange  th e  w ay planning w ork s  and , 
w h e th e r w e  lik e  it or not, gove rnm e nt policie s  
affe ct e ach  and  eve ry one  of us by th e  m e ch anism s 
se t up to im ple m e nt th e m .

Know le dge  of th e se  policie s  is  vital to am e nity 
socie tie s  lik e  yours s ince  w ith out th is  k now le dge  
w e  cannot e ffe ctive ly re pre se nt your vie w s to th e  
local auth oritie s. So, w h e th e r your political 
sym path ie s  lie  to th e  le ft, righ t or m iddle  
(w h ateve r th at m e ans th e se  days), it is  use ful now  
and  th e n for your new sle tte r to exam ine  som e  of 
th e se  policie s  inflicte d  upon us by gove rnm e nt.

In th is  context I d e cid e d  to re ad  an im posing 
docum e nt, is sue d  by Ruth  Ke lly, in h e r role  as 
h e ad  of th e  D e partm e nt for Com m unitie s  and  
Local Gove rnm e nt, calle d  'Strong and  prospe rous 
com m unitie s  –  Th e  Local Gove rnm e nt W h ite  
Pape r' –  all 247 page s of it. Th e  w h ole  docum e nt is  
litte re d  w ith  m otivational w ord s lik e  'le ad e rsh ip', 
'e m pow e re d ' and  'e fficie ncy', so I fe lt suitably 
'inspire d ' to w rite  th is  e d itorial.

A s w ith  all docum e nts of th is  nature  it’s  b e st to 
spe e d -re ad  it th e  first tim e  to ge t th e  flavour and  

th e  first th ing th at struck  m e  w as th at th e  auth ors 
cle arly be lieve  th e  w orld  w as cre ate d  in 19 9 7 and  
th at it consists only of citie s  and  urban 
com m unitie s. To te st th is  im pre ss ion I carrie d  out a 
w ord  se arch  and  d iscove re d  th at th e  w ord  
'countrys id e ' is  not m e ntione d  once ! O bviously 
th is  is  not an approve d  gove rnm e nt w ord , so I 
trie d  'rural' and  got pre cise ly 18 h its, e ach  one  of 
w h ich  w as in a th row aw ay ph rase  lik e  th is  
follow ing ge m , (re fe rring to m igrants in se ction 
8.41): 'Migrants are  pe rform ing k e y task s  in our 
public se rvice s. Th ey are  also w ork ing on our 
m ajor construction s ite s  and  in rural are as, for 
e xam ple  in agriculture  and  tourism '. Seve n 
instance s of th e  w ord  w e re  in just tw o sh ort 
paragraph s. I also carrie d  out a se arch  for 
instance s of th e  w ord  'agriculture '. It is  m e ntione d  
just once  in th e  w h ole  docum e nt –  and  th at’s  in th e  
e xam ple  q uote d  above . A s  an e xam ple , in anoth e r 
article  in th is  is sue , I re port on a spe cific case  in 
w h ich  th e  Britis h  farm ing com m unity is  b e ing 
active ly d ow ns iz e d  to accord  w ith  th e  EU CA P 
policie s. Pe rh aps  I’ve  got th is  w rong but I th ough t 
th at 'local gove rnm e nt' and  'com m unitie s ' w e re  
both  te rm s  th at apply to rural are as  such  as  ours  
just as  m uch  as  to th e  citie s  and  city-re gions  in 
our country.

Fred  Russell

Editorial
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[  W e are  ind e bted  to Joy M arsh all for doing th e  
re search  w h ich  un earth e d  th is project. Th e se  site s do 
not rece ive  any statutory protection lik e  Site s of 
Special Scientic Intere st (SSSIs) but are  included  in  
local planning docum ents (Local D evelopm ent 
Fram ew ork s). Th is re stricts d evelopm ent th at w ould 
sign ificantly h arm  th e  site . Th e  value of LW S 
d e signation is h igh ligh ted  in  Governm ent Planning 
D ocum ents (e .g.PPS9 ) Ed .]

Th e  Buck ingh am sh ire  &  Milton Keyne s 
W ildlife  Site s Project is part of a national sch em e  
to recognise  and protect nature  conse rvation site s 
th at are  im portant locally or at a county level, 
k now n as Local W ildlife  Site s (LW Ss). In th e  past 
th ey h ave  be en called County W ildlife  Site s or 
Site s of Im portance  for Nature  Conse rvation.

Th e y support a d ive rs e  range  of valuable  
h ab itats , such  as  h ay m e ad ow s , ancie nt 
w oodlands and ch alk  grasslands. A ll of th e se  
h abitats h ave  decreased  in extent over th e  past 50 
years due  to developm ent pre ssure , agricultural 
inte ns ification or lack  of appropriate  
m anagem ent. Local W ildlife  Site s can act as 
w ildlife  h avens, provid ing corridors and 
'stepping stone s' for anim als, bird s and insects, 
and m ay even support uncom m on specie s.

In th e  19 80s s ite s  of pote ntial nature  
conse rvation inte re st w e re  h igh ligh te d , and  are  
k now n as Biological Notification Site s  (BNSs). 
Th e se  s ite s  continue  to be  revie w e d  and  
surveye d  by th e  proje ct office r, in ord e r to 
asse ss  th e ir h ab itat cond ition. BNSs th at h ave  

sufficie nt w ildlife  inte re st are  put forw ard  to 
th e  Site s  Se le ction Pane l and  are  asse sse d  
against spe cific crite ria. Site s  th at pass  are  
d e s ignate d  as non-statutory Local W ildlife  
Site s  and  are  re cognise d  in local planning 
docum e nts. Th e  W ildlife  Site s  Proje ct w ork s  
w ith  oth e r conse rvation organisations to h e lp 
landow ne rs m anage  th e se  s ite s  to m aintain and  
incre ase  th e ir w ildlife  inte re st.

Since  2000, tw o Local W ildlife  Site s  h ave  
be e n d e s ignate d  in Taplow  Paris h : Trum pe r’s  
Fie ld  and  Maypole  H ill (Clive d e n Estate ), both  
spe cie s -rich  grassland s. Th e  re m aind e r of th e  
Clive d e n Estate  and  Taplow  Court are  b e ing 
asse sse d  in 2007. O th e r BNSs in th e  paris h  
include  Bristle s W ood , St Nicolas' Ch urch yard , 
W ooburn Com m on, Sh e e pcote  W ood  Copse , 
H om e r W ood  and  A m e rd e n Grave l Pits.

Th e  W ildlife  Site s  Proje ct is  part of th e  
Buck ingh am s h i re  &  M ilton K e yne s  
Biod ive rs ity Partne rsh ip, a group of statutory 
bod ie s, local auth oritie s, conse rvation ch aritie s, 
spe cial inte re st and  com m unity groups. Th e  
partne rsh ip is  re sponsible  for d e live ring th e  
th e  Local Biod ive rs ity Action Plan, w h ich  se ts 
out targe ts for e nh ancing and  prote cting 
priority w ildlife  h ab itats across th e  county. For 
m ore  inform ation vis it:

w w w .buck s info.ne t/w ildlife

For inform ation re gard ing th e  W ildlife  Site s  
Proje ct, contact Mich e lle  D ublon, th e  proje ct 
office r, on 0129 6 382705.

Re cognis ing Locally Im portant Site s  for W ildlife

For som e  tim e  I h ave  be e n 
m e aning to provid e  a 
com pre h e ns ive  listing of all 
th e  s ignificant article s th at 
h ad  appe are d  in your 
New sle tte r ove r th e  ye ars. In 
th e  eve nt I w as unable  to trace  
copie s  e arlie r th an Issue  28 
(Spring 19 74) but at le ast I 
h ave  th e  com ple te  se t from  
th at date . A nyone  h aving pre -
is sue -28 copie s  I’d  be  glad  to 

tak e  th e m  off your h and s for 
th e  arch ive s.

Th e  e arly New sle tte rs w e re  
fairly bas ic: th e  article s w e re  
m os tly in th e  form  of 
Com m itte e  R e ports and  few  
w ere  attributable to individuals. 
It is  inte re sting to obse rve  th e  
evolution of th e  h ouse  style  
ove r th e  ye ars and  I’ve  no 
doubt it w ill continue  to 
e volve . For i n s tance , th e  

e d itorial m ad e  its first form al 
appe arance  in Issue  35 in 19 78 
and  s igne d  article s as a 
re gular fe ature  appe are d  from  
about Issue  50 in 19 85.
Th e  ind ex is  on th e  w e bs ite :

w w w .taplow s ocie ty.org.uk

D o h ave  a look  –  m aybe  it w ill 
stir som e  old  m e m orie s.

Fred  Russell

Inde x of Ne w s le tte r Article s
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In th e  spring of 2005 I included  a brie f article  on 
th e  im pact th at th e  Crossrail project could h ave  
on Taplow . Th is w as a fairly low -k ey article , 
s ince  at th e  tim e  th e re  w as consid e rable  doubt 
th at th e  project w ould eve r get off th e  ground, 
e ith e r in te rm s of fund ing or approval.

Th e  initial consultation pe riod  e nd e d  in 
May 2005 and  consiste d  for us around  h e re , as 
far as I could  d e te rm ine , of a th re e -h our 
e xh ib ition in Maid e nh e ad  on one  day in 
Fe bruary 2005. Crossrail claim  th at of th ose  
w h o vis ite d  th e ir inform ation ce ntre s  9 5% w e re  
in favour of th e  proje ct. (Que ry: w h e re  are  
th e se  'Inform ation Ce ntre s'?)

Th e  ne are s t I found  to a final w ord  i s  
th e  follow ing:

Prim e  Ministe r Tony Blair said  at a m e eting 
to d iscuss Crossrail h eld at 10 D ow ning Stre et 
on 7 March  2007: 'Th is Governm ent is absolutely 
com m itted  to Crossrail, so I am  d eligh te d  th at 
w e  now  h ave  a robust and  cost-effective  sch em e  
th at w ill deliver benefits not just for th e  capital 
but for th e  w h ole  country. W e  w ill w ork  w ith  
th e  Mayor and  w ith  busine ss to secure  a final 
fund ing and  financing pack age.'

Th e  Maid e nh e ad  Civic Socie ty m ad e  ve ry 
d e taile d  re pre se ntations and  som e  im portant 

conce ss ions w e re  ach ieve d. Th e  prevailing 
th ough t is  th at th e  e le ctrification is  going to 
h appe n and  th e re’s  noth ing m ore  w e  can do 
about it. H ow eve r, I m ak e  no apology for 
bringing th is  to your atte ntion again s ince  I 
firm ly be lieve  w e  ne e d  to raise  th e  leve l of 
aw are ne ss  of th is  proje ct to th e  rive rs id e  
dw e lle rs, for it is  th e y w h o are  to be ar th e  
m ajor im pact of its construction ph ase  and  th e  
ongoing e nvironm e ntal e ffe cts. Th e re  w ill also 
be  a m ore  ge ne ral im pact on th e  Paris h  from  
th e  w ork  on th e  railw ay station and  th e  road  
traffic le ve ls  th at could  follow . M ore  
inform ation on th is  subje ct can be  gle ane d  
from  Jon W illm ore , w h o is  curre ntly running 
th e  Taplow  R ail Use rs  Group (TRUG), and  th e  
e xh ib ition room  at Taplow  Station, w h ich  
include s m uch  about Crossrail.

Th e  e nab ling b ill w as  pre s e nte d  to 
Parliam ent in Fe bruary 2005. Th e  follow ing 
extract is from  H ansard  (4 A pril 2005) in w h ich  
H om e  O ffice  m iniste r Tony McNulty stated :

'Th e  m ain construction of Crossrail can not 
start until th e  nece ssary pow e rs are  in place. A  
h ybrid  b ill se e k ing such  pow e rs w as introduced  
in Fe bruary 2005. Previous expe rie nce  w ith  th e  
Ch annel Tunnel Rail Link  sugge ste d  th at th e  
Crossrail bill w ould not com plete  its passage  
[th rough  Parliam e nt] b e fore  2007. Th e  
assum ption rem ains th at th e  Crossrail se rvice  
w ould start in 2013.'

Let's look  at som e  of th e  facts so far. Each  
train w ill be  m ore  th an 200 m etre s long and  w ill 
be  m ade  up of 10 carriage s and  carry about 
1,500 people  in q uiet, clim ate -controlled  
cond itions. W e  can expect about 12 such  trains 
an h our running along th e  em bank m ent and  
over th e  Brunel Bridge. Th e  trains are  d e s igne d  
to travel at up to 100m ph  but I im agine  th at th is 
spe e d  cannot be  m aintaine d  in th e  approach  to 
Maid enh ead  station.

Th e  actual electrification w ill be  carrie d  out 
by 25k v overh ead  line  e q uipm ent (O H LE), 
gene rally in th e  form  of 6-m etre -h igh  gantrie s 
from  w h ich  catenary w ire s and  contact w ire s 
w ill be  suspend e d. Th is tech niq ue  w ill in turn 
re q uire  th at som e  of th e  bridge s on th e  route  
w ill h ave  to be  raise d  or th e  track  low e re d  to 
accom m odate  th e  gantrie s. Th e re  m ay also be  
parapets raise d  along th e  track  for 'public safety 
reasons'. In th e  Maid enh ead  Civic Society 
new slette r of July 2006, Tina Sell, w h o w as ve ry 

Cros s rail: Its  Im pact on our Sk yline s

A fte r 9  years as your e d itor I fe el th e  
w e igh t of h istory on m y sh oulde r and  I 
fe el called  upon to pass th e  burd en to 
younge r or m ore  able  sh oulde rs. I h ave  
greatly enjoyed  th e  job w h ich  gave  m e  
m any an inte re sting insigh t into 
Taplow ’s h istory and  pe rsonalitie s, an 
e njoym ent w h ich  I h ope  w as passe d  on 
to you in th e  page s on your New slette r. 
I h ave  no doubt your next e d itor w ill 
h ave  th e  sam e  pleasure  th at I d id  in 
m e eting th e  m any people  w h o h ave  
contributed  to th e  New slette r over 
th e se  years and  in doing our collective  
b it in h elping to pre se rve  th is little  b it 
of our 'Sceptre d  Isle ' called  Taplow .

Fred  Russell

You ne e d a ne w  Editor
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actively involved  in th e  petition proce ss, 
included  a d iary of events lead ing up to th e  
petition, w h ich  m ade  inte re sting read ing. 
Pe rsonally I w as conce rne d  at th e  com parative  
ignorance  of th e  project by English  H e ritage , 
and  th e ir slow  re sponse. In th e  e nd  it se em e d  
th e ir m ain objection w as about th e  d e s ign of th e  
gantrie s on th e  Brunel Bridge.

I h ave  re ad  w ith  gre at inte re st th e  part of 
th e  'Crossrail A sse ssm e nt of Im pacts on 
H e ritage  and  Land scape ' th at cove rs th e  
w e ste rn se ction of th e  line , bas ically from  
Maid e nh e ad  to H e ath row , and  th e  follow ing 
com m e nts are  re levant:
• Th e  extent of vegetation along th is section of 

th e  th e  route  is good, w ith  belts of m ature  
tall tre e s and  unde rstorey planting located  
on th e  em bank m ent slope s w h ich  gene rally 
contains view s tow ard s and  from  th e  railw ay 
line s and  w ill re strict view s tow ard s th e  
propos e d  O H LE from  ad joining 
busine ss/industrial areas, h ousing areas and  
use rs of local roads and  footpath s.

I inte rpret th is to m ean th at th at m y m ain fear 
for th is section of th e  w ork  w ill not be  realise d  –  
nam ely, th at tall tre e s and  electricity gantrie s do 
not norm ally co-exist com fortably w ith  e ach  
oth e r –  and  th at Crossrail w ill not be  rem oving 
th e  tre e  cover from  th e  area d irectly facing 
Ellington Road. Th is tre e  cover is vital to th e  
re s id e nts s ince  it acts as a back drop to th e  
h ouse s, w h ich  are  in a Conse rvation A rea.
• Th e  R ive r Th am e s Maid enh ead  Bridge  

(Brunel) and  th e  adjoining Conse rvation 
A rea h ave  a m ode rate  se nsitivity to ch ange.

• Th e  Maid enh ead  Bridge  Viaduct is a Grade  II 
liste d  structure  and  th e  propose d  O H LE w ill 
h ave  a m ode rate  or low  m agnitude  of im pact 
on setting of th is structure  of h igh  se nsitivity, 
re sulting in a s ignificant level of im pact on its 
landscape/tow nscape  ch aracte r.

Th e  w ord ing h e re  s e e m s  a little  am b iguous to 
m e . I tak e  it to m e an th at th e  gantrie s  w ill 

h ave  a m od e rate  e ffe ct but s ince  it is  a se ns itive  
structure , th is  translate s to a 's ignificant' 
im pact...

Furth e r read ing produced  th e  gem  th at if 
you view  th e  gantrie s from  th e  s id e  th e ir 
relative  infre q uency m eans th ey are  not too 
obtrusive , w h e reas from  th e  point of view  of a 
train-drive r th ey w ould look  lik e  a se rie s or 
portals ah ead  of h im . Th is piece  of soph istry 
m igh t satisfy th e  planne rs but it fails to am use  
m e. I th ink  th ose  gantrie s are  going to ruin th e  
appearance  of th at old bridge  to eve ryone.

I really don’t k now  of anyth ing th at can be  
done  about it since  th e  pe riod  of petition is now  
over, but th e re  are  still tw o options; e ith e r to stop 
Crossrail at Slough  or to transfe r th e  overh ead  
gantry electrification to track  pow er w h en th e  
trains reach  visually sensitive  areas such  as th e  
em bank m ent and th e  Brunel Bridge. I am  
assured  th at th e  tech nology exists w h ich  can 
autom atically sw itch  from  gantry to track  pow er.

I can only end  th is article  w ith  th e  follow ing 
q uote  from  anoth e r Crossrail docum ent:
• It is proposed th at th e  O H LE over Maidenh ead 

Railw ay Bridge  w ill use  m asts w ith  w ire s 
suspended from  cantilevers, since  th e se  w ill be  
visually ligh ter structure s th an th e  gantrie s to 
be  used along oth er parts of th e  route. Th e  
m asts w ill, h ow ever, h ave  a significant adverse  
landscape  im pact: th ey w ill affect im portant 
view s along th e  rive r and  th e  ch aracte r of th e  
rive r corridor; th ey w ill affect th e  setting of 
th e  R ive rsid e  Conse rvation A rea; and  th ey 
w ill affect th e  setting of th e  liste d  railw ay 
bridge  and  th e  setting of th e  adjacent Grade  I 
liste d  road  bridge.

So th e  bottom  line  is  th at th e  rive rsid e  dw ellers 
m ust protect th ose  em bank m ent tre e s, m ak e  
sure  th ey are  k e pt h e alth y, and  se e  if th e  ivy 
grow ing on th em  can be  rem oved  before  it 
d e stroys th e  tre e s.

Fred Russell



O pinions are  still d ivid e d  ove r w h e th e r th e  
Jubile e  R ive r is  a succe ss  or not. W h ile  it w as 
h aile d  as th e  saviour of ove r 1,000 Maid e nh e ad  
h om e s in th e  flood s of Janary 2003, re s id e nts 
dow nstre am  in W raysbury and  D atch e t h ad  a 
ve ry d iffe re nt view . Th e re , 500 h om e ow ne rs 
face d  catastroph ic flood ing and  pointe d  
th e  finge r of b lam e  firm ly at th e  Jub ile e  
R ive r w h ich , th e y s aid , h ad  d um pe d  e xce s s  
w ate r lite rally on th e ir d oorste ps , caus ing 
h uge  am ounts  of d am age  and  re nd e ring 
h om e s  uninh ab itab le .

A m ongs t all th e  re s ulting te ars , 
recrim inations and  conspiracy th eorie s ('W h y 
th e  Environm ent Agency w ants th e  Jubile e  
R ive r to fail… '), s om e  facts  e m e rge d. 
Inve stigations revealed  th at th e  ch annel w as 
carrying only around  tw o-th ird s of its original 
planned  capacity. Som e  expe rts consid e r th at 
th is is  due  to th e  innovative  ‘soft’ d e s ign of th e  
drainage  sch em e , one  of th e  large st eve r built, 
w h ich  d e spite  includ ing h igh ly unusual 
engine e ring feature s such  as a convex w e ir, 
apparently facing th e  w rong w ay, is  
astonish ingly natural in appearance. Th is m ak e s 
it ve ry d ifficult to pre d ict th e  capacity of th e  
ch annel. In add ition, it w as d iscovere d  th at th e  

clay core  of th e  ch annel w as already break ing 
dow n, m ak ing furth e r w ork  nece ssary to ensure  
th at th e  flood bank  w ould not fail. At th e  
beginning of th is year, Ian Tom e s, area flood 
risk  m anage r for th e  Environm ent Agency, told 
th e  Maid enh ead  Advertise r th at th e  rem e d ial 
w ork s h ad  now  brough t capacity up to 'alm ost 
its original d e sign'. W h en th e  flood w arnings 
sounde d  last m onth , it se em e d  th at th is w as to 
be  th e  first real te st of th e se  im provem ents. So, 
w ould it pass th is tim e?

Th e  answ e r appe ars to be  a q ualifie d  'ye s'. 
Th e re  w as no se rious flood ing of th e  are a 
dow nstre am  from  Maid e nh e ad. Eve n 
W raysbury e scape d. Local new s m e d ia q uote d  
one  re s id e nt th e re  as saying: 'Eve nts of last 
w e e k …  w ith  th e  Jubile e  R ive r succe ssfully 
carrying vast am ounts of w ate r safe ly 
dow nstre am  past W raysbury to th e  se a…  m ust 
sure ly sh ow  [it] h as b e e n a re sound ing succe ss.'

H ow eve r, th e  ove rall situation w as ve ry 
d iffe re nt from  th e  cond itions th at brough t 
about th e  flood ing in 2003. July’s  h e avy rainfall 
ove r th e  w e ste rn s id e  of England  m e ant th at 
th e  Th am e s fille d  up at an alarm ing rate  ne ar 
its source  but th is  tim e  th e re  w as e nough  
capacity low e r dow n in th e  valley to avoid  
flood ing. By th e  tim e  th e  pre d icte d  Uppe r 
Th am e s ‘surge’ arrive d  in Be rk s h ire , flood  
w arnings on tributarie s  such  as th e  Ke nne tt, 
Loddon and  Th am e  h ad  be e n re duce d  and  th e  
floodplain around  W ind sor and  Maid e nh e ad  
h ad  not be com e  saturate d  e ith e r by floodw ate r 
or fre s h  rainfall. No flood ing, h e re , th e n –  but 
no re al te st of th e  Jubile e  R ive r e ith e r.

Me anw h ile , im prove m e nts are  still be ing 
planne d  to e nsure  th at th e  ch anne l is  fully 
re ady for flood ing in th e  future . Th re e  options 
are  und e r consid e ration: w ate rproofing th e  
rive r face  of th e  e xisting e m bank m e nt, 
re build ing it, or installing a line  of ste e l pile s to 
stre ngth e n it. Th e  Environm e nt A ge ncy says : 
'A lth ough  w e  are  conce rne d  e nough  about th e  
cond ition of th e  flood  bank  to carry out th is  
w ork , th e  ch ance s of it not doing its job are  
ve ry sligh t.' Le t’s  h ope  th e y com ple te  th e  w ork  
b e fore  a re al te st com e s along.

Gill H ollow ay

Acid Te s t for th e  Jubile e  Rive r
An unq ualifie d s ucce s s ?
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It is  curious h ow  a fire  could  spontane ously 
start in an old  prope rty w ith out m ains gas or 
e le ctricity in w e ath e r so w e t th at flood  ale rts 
are  ope rative  on th e  Th am e s only 20 fe e t aw ay 
from  th e  s ite . W e  spe ak , of course , of th e  fire  at 
D unloe  Lodge , w h ich  h appe ne d  at th e  e nd  of 
July. Th e re  w as a s im ilar m yste rious fire  in Mill 
Lane  to th e  south  of D unloe  Lodge  in 
Fe bruary, w h ich  ne ce ss itate d  evacuation of 
ne arby re s id e nts for 48 h ours. In th is  latte r 
case , re s id e nts w e re  assure d  th at th e  fire  h ad  
starte d  on a boat w ith  faulty e le ctrics w h e n it 
w as appare nt th at th e  fire  h ad  actually starte d  
in a portacabin now h e re  ne ar a boat. Give n th e  
ope ning com m e nts of th is  paragraph  it is  
h ardly surpris ing th at eve n th e  police  suspe ct 
arson. So w h at is  going on? In th e  case  of th e  
portacabin fire  no arson w as posite d  by th e  
police  and  th e re fore  no fore ns ic e xam ination 
carrie d  out; in th e  D unloe  case  it is  assum e d  
th at arson took  place  but, at th e  tim e  of 
w riting, no fore ns ic e xam ination h as tak e n 
place  on th e  ground s th at it is  unsafe  –  eve n 
give n th e  e xiste nce  of CCTV evid e nce  th at it is  
h igh ly probable  th at arson d id  tak e  place . Ye t, 
follow ing a se rious h ote l fire  in Cornw all in 
August, fore ns ic e xam ination be gan alm ost 
im m e d iate ly th e  fire  w as out. Judging from  th e  
ph otograph s, D unloe  look e d  by far th e  safe r 
option to inve stigate .

Th is  fire  re pre se nts th e  loss of still anoth e r 
of th e  gre at h ouse s  in our paris h . Joh n Brush e , 
th e  Conse rvation O ffice r for South  Buck s, w as 
h oping th at th e  pre se nt ow ne rs w ould  re store  
th e  prope rty to its form e r state . Th e  h ouse  h as 
an inte re sting back ground; it w as form e rly 
k now n as Millstre am  and  acq uire d  th e  nam e  
D unloe  Lodge  follow ing its purch ase  by th e  
5th  Earl of Clancarty (fam ily nam e  Tre nch ), 
appare ntly a d e sce ndant of Mary Tudor, w h ose  
oth e r title  w as Viscount D unlo, and  w h o d ie d  
in 19 29 . H e  m arrie d  a m usic h all actre ss  w h ose  
stage  nam e  w as Be lle  Bilton but w h o w as m ore  
form ally k now n as Isobe l Maud  Pe nrice  Bilton, 
Counte ss  of Clancarty. Th e  Earl’s  fifth  son, 
W illiam  Francis, b e cam e  th e  8th  Earl and  
gaine d  an inte re sting re putation as a flying 
sauce r propone nt –  h e  w as firm ly convince d  
th e y cam e  not from  space  but be ne ath  th e  

Earth  itse lf. H e  found e d  a UFO  study group at 
th e  H ouse  of Lord s, and  introduce d  Flying 
Saucer Review  to its library.

Poss ibly th e  ow ne r of th e se  prope rtie s  is  not 
te rribly conce rne d  about th e  origins of th e  fire s  
s ince  th e  w h ole  are a is  e arm ark e d  for a m ajor 
re d eve lopm e nt program m e  anyw ay. Th e  police  
w ould  th e re fore  b e  glad  of a re ason not to 
spe nd  th e ir valuable  tim e  inve stigating fire  
dam age , w h ich  is  unlik e ly to trigge r a crim inal 
or insurance  inve stigation. No arson, no crim e , 
doe sn’t go on th e  re cord , no com m e nt.

Fred  Russell

Th e  Gre at Fire  of Dunloe
...and none  dare  call it ars on

Dunloe  Lodge  in its  h e yday
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Consult th e  public, say th e  
Gove rnm e nt –  or 'H ave  your 
s h out', to q uote  th e  pe culiar 
vulgar ph rase  use d  by our 
D istrict Council. Th e  rule s of 
engagem ent for th e  consulting 
exe rcise  are  se t out in th e  
State m e nt of Com m unity 
Involve m e nt –  th e  SCI. Th e  
SCI d evise d  by South  Buck s 
D istrict Council h as b e e n 
grante d  th e  im prim atur of th e  
Planning Inspe ctorate  against 
strong re pre se ntations for 
ch ange s and  add itions. Th e  
rule s are  now  se t in concre te . 
W e  s h all h ave  to sh out m uch , 
m uch  loud e r if our future  
conce rns are  to be  h e e d e d  to 
eve n a m iniscule  d e gre e .

Before  endorsing th e  D istrict 
Council SCI, th e  Inspector 
appointed by th e  Planning 
Inspectorate  'listened' to a th re e -
h our pre sentation by th e  
Taplow  team  h eaded by Mary 
Tre vallion, Ch airm an of 
our Pari s h  Council, and  
com pris ing Profe ssor Be rnard  
Trevallion, R ich ard  D aw son 
and  Karl Law re nce . Th e  m ain 
th rust of th e  Taplow  conce rns 
w as th e  m inor role  ass igne d  
to d e m ocratically e le cte d  
paris h  councils in policy and  
planning d e cis ions in contrast 
to th e  m ajor role  playe d  
b y  nom inate d  non- e le cte d  
organisations, q uangos –  m ost 
e spe cially th e  Local Strate gic 

Partne rsh ip –  and  ind ividuals. 
Th is  w as m anife st in th e  
d ism issal of our Paris h  Plan 
as an offe ring of 'evid e nce ' 
w ith  no spe cial s ignificance . 
In add ition, th e  pre se ntation 
cove re d  m any  points  of 
proce d ural d e tail, th e  
provis ion of inform ation, tim e  
sch e dule s and  th e  language  of 
th e  State m e nt.

A fte r s e ve ral w e e k s  
'consid e ration', th e  Inspe ctor 
acce pte d  just one  of th e  points 
m ad e  by th e  Taplow  te am . H e  
told  th e  D istrict Council to 
re m ove  th e  ph rase  'to re duce  
consultation fatigue '.

Karl Law rence

Involving th e  Com m unity –
th e  South  Buck s  W ay

07/01557/FUL 16/08/2007 O ld  Court H ote l, Bath  Road
Block  of 11 flats w ith  associate d  car park ing and  land scaping to re place  (non)existing build ing. W e  
now  h ave  H appygrid  Ltd  w h o appe ar to h ave  tak e n ove r from  th e  late  unlam e nte d  Mr H usse in. 
Th e  k itch e n is  a space  in th e  d ining/s itting room  are a th is  tim e  so vis itors can ge t to talk  to th e ir 
h osts w h ile  th e  cook ing is  going on. 28 car space s for 11 flats is  a re m ark able  am ount of space  
allocate d  to cars th e se  days –  or are  th e re  som e  inte re sting ch ange s to th e  plan ah e ad?

07/01329 /CAN 05/07/2007 New  Taplow  Pape r Mill Ltd, Mill Lane
Fe lling of 8 various tre e s  and  oth e r crow n lifting and  pruning w ork . Taplow  R ive rs id e  
Conse rvation. Se e m s a curious th ing to be  doing w h e n W atch tow e r (or w h ateve r th e y are  calle d) 
h ave  ye t to m ak e  a form al application for anyth ing. No TPO  to be  m ad e . (Rum our h as it th at 
W indrush  h ave  be e n give n notice  to q uit so th ings are  h otting up.)

06/01838/FUL / 07/0119 4/RC / 07/01129 /FUL Land  at Clive d e n Stud , Clive d e n Road
Polo pitch , all-w e ath e r e xe rcise  track , irrigation pond  and  h ard stand ing, from  d eve lope r No.1. 
From  d eve lope r No.2 w e  ge t: 'R e m oval of cond itions Nos 5 and  6 of planning pe rm iss ion 
ER /01466/68', close ly follow e d  by 'Ch ange  of use  from  agricultural w ork e rs' cottage s to gue st 
accom m odation'. A ll re fuse d. I w ould  expe ct th is  to go to appe al and  w e  w ill ne e d  to support th e  
Council’s  stance  on th is  one  w h e n th e  tim e  com e s.

07/00524/TPO  07/03/2007 Th e  D ropm ore  Estate , H e ath fie ld  Road , D ropm ore
Fe ll 10 be e ch , 10 ch e stnut, 7 oak , 4 larch , 3 pine , 2 ch e rry, 2 yew , 1 h olly, 1 ash , 1 lim e  and  1 oth e r 
broadle af. Th at m ak e s  42 tre e s. Isn’t th is  is  rath e r a lot? Conse nt grante d.

Significant Planning Applications
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A n ope n d ay at D ropm ore  H ous e  took  place  
on Th ursd ay 26th  July, to give  local re s id e nts  
som e  id e a of th e  progre s s  b e ing m ad e  on th e  
re storation of th e  old  h ous e  and  its  
conve rs ion to apartm e nts. Mr Brus h e , th e  
Cons e rvation and  D e s ign O ffice r for th e  
D istrict Council, toge th e r w ith  th e  arch ite ct 
re pre s e nting Corporate  Estate s , Ge orge  
Kalope d is , organis e d  and  le d  th e  guid e d  
tour. Your Socie ty w as  ve ry w e ll re pre s e nte d  
on th is  w alk about.

D ropm ore , th e  form e r h om e  of Lord  
Gre nville , w as built in 179 2 and  involve d  th e  
arch ite cts Sam ue l W yatt and  Ch arle s 
H e ath cote  Tath am  in various add itions to th e  
prope rty, includ ing a 60-ft-long library. A s a 
re sult of th e  fire  in 19 9 0, ne arly 50% of th e  
m ain build ing w as d e stroye d  and  re nd e re d  
totally uninh ab itable .

Mr Brush e  vis ite d  th e  Britis h  Library to 
re se arch  Sam ue l W yatt’s  plans to e nsure  th at 
th e  re storation w as as com ple te  as practicable , 
include d  re placing th e  e xisting concre te  
Victorian colum ns w ith  th e  original Tath am  
flute d  colum ns. W e  all agre e d  th is  w ould  be  an 
im posing e ntrance  to th e  h ouse . English  
H e ritage  w e re  conce rne d  about th e  ne gative  
e ffe ct of lots of cars park e d  in front of th e  
build ing and  ins iste d  th at an adjace nt 
und e rground  car park  b e  constructe d.

Inte re stingly (and  unusually, w e  w e re  
told ), und e rfloor h e ating w ill be  use d  
th rough out th e  h ouse , e ve n und e r th e  stone  
floors. Th e  build e rs , MP Bros, h ave  cre ate d  

m e z z anine  floors, care fully d isguis e d  from  
th e  outs id e  vie w , to partition som e  room s. 
Th e  tour th e n took  in th e  D airy Court, a 
Grad e  1 liste d  build ing, th e  gre e nh ouse  and  
th e  Stable  Court. From  th is  pos ition it’s  
poss ible  to s e e  th e  fam ous pine tum . It 
appe ars  th at th e  h e ath  land  h as  re -e stablis h e d  
its e lf and  w ill be  le ft as  a fe ature .

Th e re  are  a num be r of oth e r build ings on th e  
s ite  includ ing O ak  Lodge  and  Cabrook , w h ich  
w ill be  re store d  from  draw ings by arch itect Joh n 
Buck ler h eld in th e  British  Library.

Cle arly th e  conve rs ion of th e  build ing into 
apartm e nts w ill m ak e  it im poss ible  to ad h e re  
to th e  original floor plans or th ose  of 19 07, but 
th e re  is  little  doubt th e  ge ne ral appe arance  of 
th e  prope rty w ill m ak e  it (as anoth e r build e r 
puts it re gard ing a large  d eve lopm e nt in 
Maid e nh e ad ) th e  place  th at’s  going to be  th e  
place  to be .

Fred  Russell
[I am  ind ebted  to Joy M arsh all for th e  use  of th e  
m eticulous note s sh e  k ept during th e  visit.]

Vis it to Dropm ore

Me m be r Bre nda H ick m an and your 
ch airm an, Euan Fe lton, at Dropm ore

Th e  m ain e ntrance  to Dropm ore  s h ow ing 
th e  original Victorian concre te  colum ns  

s till in place
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Th is  article  re pre se nts a pe rsonal view  but one  
w h ich  appe ars to be  s h are d  by m any oth e rs.

Th e  Planning W h ite  Pape r e ntitle d  'Planning 
for a Sustainable  Future ' (Cm  7120) com prise s  
221 page s plus ph otograph s, h om ilie s, rh e toric 
and  a few  se lf-congratulations. It doe s  not 
re se m ble  w h ite  pape rs of th e  past w h ich  w e re  
te rse , to th e  point and  une q uivocally state d  
policy in spe cific te rm s and  cle ar English . 
Neve rth e le ss  it is  b e tte r th an th e  e q ually 
le ngth y Com m unitie s  W h ite  Pape r w h ich  
re pre se nte d  an e xe rcise  in confusion.

Th e  purpose  of th e  Planning W h ite  Pape r is  
give n in th e  Forw ard , und e r th e  im print of 
four Se cre tarie s  of State , as  '… to stre am line  
furth e r th e  proce s s  of tow n and  country 
planning, im prove  th e  ab ility of local 
auth oritie s  to s h ape  th e ir local com m unitie s  
and  e nsure  th at th e re  is  a stronge r approach  
to s upporting s ustainab le  e conom ic 
d e ve lopm e nt alongs id e  w ork  to tack le  clim ate  
ch ange  in a w ay th at is  inte grate d  w ith  th e  
d e live ry of oth e r sustainable  d e ve lopm e nt 
obje ctive s'. In re ality th e  pape r is  prim arily 
about a m ore  ce ntralise d  w ay to d e al w ith  
m ajor infrastructure  proje cts in w h ich  local 
gove rnm e nt and  local com m unitie s  w ill h ave  
s ignificantly le ss  influe nce  in d e cis ion-
m ak ing. Th e  proposal is  to e stablis h  an 
Infras tructure  Policy  Com m i s s i on w ith  
ove rri d i ng pow e rs  ove r all m ajor 
infrastructure  proje cts. Th e  e ffe ct m ay w e ll be  
to ad ve rse ly im pact on th e  natural and  built 
e nvironm e nts. A  large  num be r of national 
conse rvation and  civic ch aritie s  h ave  calle d  
for gove rnm e nt to re cons id e r its  proposals for 
'spe e d ing up' th e  planning and  build ing of 
proje cts such  as  m otorw ays, ports, w aste  
incine rators , runw ays , re s e rvoirs  and  
supe rm ark e ts, w h ich  are  containe d  in th e  
w h ite  pape r, so far w ith out e ffe ct. Cm  7120 is , 
inte r alia, in re sponse  to re com m e nd ations  in 
Kate  Bark e r’s  'R e vie w  of Land  Use  Planning' 
and  Rod  Ed d ington’s  'Th e  Ed d ington 
Transport Stud y'.

It w ould  appe ar th at th e  W h ite  Pape r h as 
b e e n constructe d  w ith out be ne fit of a rigorous 
analysis  of th e  facts, gove rnance , syste m s of 
public participation and  th e  d eve lopm e nt 
planning proce ss. It is  fatally flaw e d  for th e  
follow ing re asons:

• Th e  focus by Bark e r and  Edd ington as sole  
auth ors  i s  too narrow  for s ub je cts  of 
cons id e rab le  b re ad th  and  com ple xity, 
d e spite  consultations.

• Th e  alle ge d  d e lays in th e  planning syste m  
are  base d  on m isconce ptions.

• Current practice s regard ing com m unity 
involvem ent as introduced  by governm ent are  
ineffective , top-dow n and not dem ocratic.

• Succe ss ive  gove rnm e nt inte rve ntions h ave  
m ad e  th e  planning syste m  m ore  com plex 
and  bure aucratic.

• Th e  re lationsh ip be tw e e n th e  planning 
syste m  and  e conom ic grow th  appe ars to 
h ave  be e n m is inte rpre te d.

• W h atever th e  intention, proposals in th e  
W h ite  Paper repre sent a furth e r centralisation 
of decision-m ak ing.

Com plex, m ulti-obje ctive  is sue s  such  as th ose  
addre sse d  by Cm  7120 ne e d  an inte r-
d isciplinary and  inte r-d e partm e ntal approach  
such  as th at afford e d  by a Royal Com m iss ion 
or som e  such  structure  rath e r th an by 
ind ividuals w h o appe ar to sh are  th e  
pre conce ive d  vie w s of gove rnm e nt.

Major delays are  m ostly th e  re sult of practice s 
by d evelopers or oth e r initiators and not th e  
planning system  as experience  sh ow s. Th e se  
include  tim e -tabling to accom m odate  th e  rh yth m  
of developm ent financing or for purpose s of 
negotiating a m ore  beneficial planning 
pe rm ission (to th e  d eveloper), as Taplow  Parish ’s 
expe rience  w ith  Cliveden illustrate s. Major 
infrastructure  projects and superm ark ets re quire  
very careful consid e ration if th ey are  to be  
com patible  w ith  econom ic, social and 
environm ental de sid e rata. Consultation sh ould 
not be  truncated. D elays to public infrastructure  
projects are  m ostly to do w ith  th e  internal 
procedure s of th e  initiators. Central to th e  
governm ent approach  w ould appear to be  th e  
view  th at th e  planning system  is for th e  benefit of 
th e  d eveloper: a m ajor m isconception; it is to 
ensure  th at th e  com m unity at large  and future  
com m unitie s enjoy a balanced  econom ic, social 
and ph ysical environm ent w h ich  is sustainable.

O n com m unity involvem ent H TPS is 
particularly conce rne d  w ith  th at involving 
parish e s and  parish  com m unitie s. Planning 
Policy Statem ent 1 saw  parish  and  tow n councils 
as pivotal using th e  parish  plan as a ve h icle  for 

Th e  Planning W h ite  Pape r
No pow e r to th e  pe ople
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d ialogue  and  consensus. Th e  role  of parish  
councils w as th e  subject of a statem ent by th e , 
th e n, Ministe r for Planning at th e  2006 NA LC 
confe rence  w h o stated  'Local councils are  th e  
corne rstone  of d em ocracy… I believe  th e  role  of 
tow n and  parish  councils is e sse ntial. Th e re  is  a 
genuine  intention of enablem ent from  th e  
governm ent… '. In th e  event, regulations unde r 
SI 2004 failed  to support policie s in PPS 1. 
Ne ith e r Cm  7120 nor th e  Com m unitie s W h ite  
Pape r re ctifie s  th i s  s ituation. A s  a re s ult, 
arrangem ents for parish  level engagem ent is 
lim ite d  to a top-dow n, tick -box form  of 
consultation in w h ich  output and  outcom e  are  
unde r th e  control of d istrict or county. Th e  point 
to be  m ade  is  th at proposals unde r th e  W h ite  
Pape r w h ich  lim it consultation start from  an 
unacceptably narrow  base  at th e  local level. 
D em ocracy is largely d epend ent on provision of 
ch eck s and  balance s. Th e  e ffect of th is W h ite  
Pape r is to rem ove  a s ignificant num be r of both .

Cm  7120 give s th e  im pre ss ion th at th e  
planning syste m  constrains e conom c grow th , 
contrary to th e  state m e nt in PPS 1 th at 
planning d e live rs s ignificant e conom ic 
be ne fits. Th e  national e conom y is  re pre se nte d  
by m ore  th an financial and  fiscal factors. 
Socie ty, social issue s, th e  e nvironm e nt and  th e  
spatial organisation of all th e se  are  inte gral 
parts of th e  e conom y. R e se arch  h as s h ow n th at 
sustainable  e conom ic w e llbe ing is  e q ually 
d e pe nd e nt on e nvironm e ntal, social and  
locational issue s  as on financial and  fiscal 
issue s. Th e  pape r w ould  sugge st th at 
gove rnm e nt se e s  th e  form e r as ove rrid ing th e  
latte r. Unle ss all factors are  give n appropriate  

w e igh t, w h ich  is  th e  prim e  purpose  of th e  
planning proce ss, th e  e conom y as a w h ole  w ill 
suffe r, w h ich  w ould  appe ar to be  th e  e nd  re sult 
of curre nt policy.

Th e re  h as b e e n a d ram atic s h ift to 
ce ntralise d  control ove r th e  past tw o d e cad e s. 
Th is  h as b e e n ach ieve d  th rough  gove rnm e nt 
proce dure s, financial controls and  som ew h at 
spurious form s of m anage m e nt and  eve n m ore  
spurious form s of m onitoring and  evaluation. 
Th e  proposals re pre se nt furth e r ce ntralisation 
and  lim it e ffe ctive  com m unity involve m e nt. 
Th is  appe ars to be  contrary to gove rnm e nt 
state m e nts m ad e  e lsew h e re .

H ow ever th ere  is a good argum ent for th e  
form ation of an Infrastructure  Policy Com m ission 
but its role sh ould be  for rationalising and 
coordinating infrastructure  projects cross-
departm entally and for purpose s of assisting 
parent departm ents w h o sh ould rem ain th e  
executive  auth oritie s but com m itted to th e  
im plem entation of rationalised and integrated 
projects. It sh ould not be  prom oted as a super-
departm ent, th e  lik e  of w h ich  h ave  failed in th e  
past and w h ich  duplicate  effort, set aside  existing 
expertise , com plicate  w ork ing arrangem ents and 
increase  costs. Current procedure s for com m unity 
and departm ental involvem ent sh ould be  retained. 
In m y view , th e  Planning W h ite  Paper, as it stands, 
is unacceptable on grounds of good governance, 
effective  planning process, econom y of w ork ing, 
public participation and th e  effective  involvem ent 
of parish  and tow n councils for purpose s of 
reach ing consensus.

Bernard  Trevallion

A  spy ch ip in your w h e e lie  
b in! You re ad  it h e re  first!! 
[Issue  85 Spring 2006. Ed] 
A nd  w h e re  next for th e  
ubiq uitous ch ip? Built-in on 
your car to te ll th e  law -
enforcem ent auth ority w h ere  
it is –  and w h e re  it h as be en? 
Tailore d - i n  on s ch ool 
uniform s for pare nts and  
te ach e rs  to k e e p track  of 

th e  w eare r? Integral to every 
ite m  on th e  supe rm ark e t 
s h e lve s to preve nt th e ft 
and  to e nable  th e  one -
m inute  ch e ck out of a fully-
load e d  trolley? Bound -in 
on e ve ry book  to e nsure  
an accurate  be stse lle r list 
and  to find  a title  in s h op 
or library w ith in se cond s? 
Many m ore  –  ve ry m any 

m ore  –  are  w ith in th e  scope  
of th e  R ad io Fre q ue ncy 
Id e nti fi cati on  (R FID ) 
te ch nology. A ll w ill re cord  
m ore  inform ation to add  to 
your id e ntity profile  se t in 
th e  giant database  in th e  
W e stm inste r s k y.

Karl Law rence

Th e  Ubiq uitous  Ch ip
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[Th is article by Leonard M iall w as discovered in an old 
copy of th e m agazine Round and About, and, I believe, 
adds som eth ing to our k nowledge of our parish . Ed.]

I re ad  in Round and About of Mrs McGavin’s  
inq uiry about th e  A ll Nations Bible  Colle ge  at 
Taplow . I th ink  I can h e lp you w ith  th e  h istory 
of th e  e stablish m e nt, th ough  I k now  ve ry little  
about th e  colle ge  itse lf.

Taplow  H ill w as th e  nam e  of a large  h ouse  
b e h ind  th e  brick  w all, w h ich  ran along th e  
south  s id e  of R e ctory Road , Taplow . (It is  not to 
be  confuse d  w ith  H ill H ouse , on th e  corne r of 
R e ctory Road  and  Be rry H ill, w h ich  w as once  
th e  h om e  of th e  poe t W alte r d e  la Mare .)

Tony Pack e , a d istinguis h e d  se nior re s id e nt 
and  h istorian of Burnh am , te lls m e  th at Taplow  
H ill w as bough t in 1860 by h is  grandfath e r, 
Ch arle s Pe arce -Se rocold.

It m ad e  a com fortable  h om e  for h is  w ife  and  
10 ch ildre n, as w e ll as for th e ir 12 se rvants. In 
189 3 Mr Pe arce -Se rocold  built w h at w as calle d  
Th e  R e d  Cottage  at th e  oth e r e nd  of R e ctory 
Road , d iagonally opposite  St Nicolas Ch urch , 
as a h om e  for th re e  of h is  spinste r daugh te rs. 
Tw o of th e m  subse q ue ntly m arrie d , and  th e  
th ird , Miss  Marie  Se rocold, live d  th e re  until 
h e r d e ath  in 19 48.

Ch arle s  Pe arce -Se rocold  d ie d  in 19 04, and  
th e  prope rty w as  inh e rite d  by h is  son O sw ald , 
w h o d roppe d  th e  us e  of th e  nam e  Pe arce , and  
live d  th e re  until 19 40. Face d  w ith  th e  prospe ct 
of h aving a large  num be r of m unitions  
w ork e rs  from  th e  ne w  Slough  Trad ing Estate  
b ille te d  in h is  h om e , O sw ald  Se rocold  
d e cid e d  to put Taplow  H ill on th e  m ark e t and  
to m ove  to Maid e nh e ad .

Th e  h ouse  w as th en acquired as a re st and 
re h abilitation centre  for Dutch  m erch ant seam en. 
Th ey h ad courageously sailed th e ir sh ips to 
England to continue  th e  w ar on th e  Allied side. 
Th e ir exiled m onarch , Que en W ilh elm ina, w as 
living at Stubbings, Maid enh ead  Th ick et, and  
th e  h eadquarters of th e  Dutch  H igh  Com m and 
w as tem porarily at Maryfield, on th e  north  s id e  
of Taplow .

W h e n th e  D utch  m e rch ant se am e n re turne d  
to th e  Ne th e rland s in 19 45, Taplow  H ill be cam e  
th e  A ll Nations Bible  Colle ge , w ith  Mr Brash  
Bonsall as its h e ad. A fte r th e  d e ath  of Marie  
Se rocold, Th e  R e d  Cottage  w as use d  as a h oste l 
for som e  of th e  stud e nts at th e  A ll Nations 
Bible  Colle ge .

By August 19 53, h ow eve r, th e  colle ge  h ad  
be com e  rath e r s h ort of stud e nts, and  th e y 
d e cid e d  to le t Th e  R e d  Cottage . At th at tim e  I 

All Nations  Bible  Colle ge  in Taplow
Bible  colle ge  h ad an h is toric h om e
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A s a m em be r of th e  Planning Team  of th e  
Ch ilte rn Society, I recently attende d  a society 
m e eting w h e re  w e  w e re  given a brie fing by 
som e  local farm e rs about th e  se rious problem s 
farm e rs h ave  in living w ith  th e  CA P regulations, 
w h ich  se em  to specifically single  out th e  British  
farm e r for unfair treatm ent. Nearly h alf th e  EU 
budget is spent on th e  CA P. Th e  m ain speak e r –  
a farm e r –  pointed  out, as just one  instance , th at 
unde r CA P rule s farm e rs in England  are  
'pe rm itted ' to produce  only about 80% as m uch  
m ilk  as w e  consum e  w h e reas France , Ge rm any 
and  Ireland  can produce  m ore  m ilk  th an th ey 
ne e d. Re sult? Supe rm ark ets are  buying th e  
European surplus ch eaply and  offe r English  
farm e rs a k nock -dow n price  for th e ir m ilk . In 
conse q uence , dairy farm ing in th is country is in 
se rious d ecline. I h ave  h e ard  th at in m any case s 
a farm e r's incom e  h as dropped  by 9 0% over th e  
past d ecade. I’m  not sure  h ow  m uch  farm ing is 
done  in Taplow  but I suspect th at th is rings a 
bell som ew h e re  in th e  parish .

Th e  farm e rs are  e ncouraged  by th e  
governm ent to d ive rsify in ord e r to h elp th em  
pay th e ir b ills but a strange  anom aly th en 
em e rge s: th e  Planning O ffice rs are  refusing to 
give  th em  planning pe rm iss ion to so do! Th e  
apparent reasons for th is are  not surpris ing to us 
vete rans of H TPS. Planne rs tend  not to k now  

ve ry m uch  about farm ing issue s and  th ey apply 
urban-dom inated  th ink ing to rural problem s. In 
th e  case  of th e  m e eting I attende d , th e  Ch ilte rn 
Society w e re  approach e d  by a group of 
W ycom be  farm e rs for h elp in getting th e ir 
applications for d ive rsification consid e re d  in a 
m ore  k now ledgeable  w ay by th e  W ycom be  
planne rs. It se em s it is extrem ely d ifficult to get 
to talk  to any planne r in th at d istrict about th e ir 
special ne e d s. Th e  em e rging South  East Plan is 
se riously out of touch  w ith  countrysid e  issue s 
and  contains h ardly any refe rence  to farm ing. 
Th e  trouble  is th at d ive rsification re q uire s a 
ch ange  of use  of farm ing land, w h ich  usually 
m eans a pe rm anent loss to farm ing and  is 
alm ost alw ays in Gre en Belt areas. It’s a real 
problem  because  ne ith e r w e , th e  H TPS, nor th e  
Ch ilte rn Society w ant to se e  pe rm iss ion granted  
to use  Gre en Belt land  for d evelopm ent, yet, 
th ank s to th e  CA P, w e  are  losing farm land  at an 
appalling rate  as farm e rs finally give  up th e  
struggle  to try to earn a d ecent living. 
D ive rsification by d efinition tak e s th e  farm e r's 
eye  off th e  prim ary busine ss of farm ing and  
m ost farm e rs w ould tell you th ey w ould far 
rath e r farm  th e ir land  th an run a be d  and  
break fast busine ss.

Fred Russell

Th e  Ris e  of th e  Urban Farm e r

w as re turning to England  afte r h aving be e n for 
seve ral ye ars th e  BBC’s  new s corre spond e nt in 
W ash ington, but I d id  not ye t k now  w h at m y 
next job w as going to be . My late  w ife’s  
pare nts, w h o live d  at Bourne  End , re nte d  Th e  
R e d  Cottage  in August 19 53 as ne arby 
te m porary accom m odation for us.

Th e  se cre tary of th e  A ll Nations Bible  
Colle ge , Miss  D e sborough , w as th e n re s id ing 
in a caravan in th e  gard e n of Th e  R e d  Cottage . 
It h ad  typical institutional furniture , and  e ach  
room  w as labe lle d  w ith  a b iblical nam e  such  as 
Tars us  or Nine ve h . Th e  b ath room s  w e re  
Me d ite rrane an I and  Me d ite rrane an II.

Th e  Bible  College  w as still functioning afte r 
Mr Brash  Bonsall cease d  to be  h e ad  of it in 19 52. 
In 19 53– 4 m y tw o elde r sons e njoyed  attend ing 
'Sunsh ine  Corne r', an evening b ible  class for 
ch ildren conducted  by th e  th eological students 

before  th ey w ent abroad  as m iss ionarie s. It h ad  
a song w h ich  is  still rem em be re d :

Sunsh in e  Corn er, oh  it's jolly fin e . It’s for 
ch ildren  und e r n in ety-n in e!

In May 19 54 w e  bough t Maryfie ld  (th e  
form e r h e ad q uarte rs  of th e  D utch  H igh  
Com m and , w h ich  h ad  s ub s e q ue ntly b e e n 
use d  as  a nurse s’ h om e  for th e  Canad ian R e d  
Cross  H ospital at Clive d e n), and  m ove d  out of 
Th e  R e d  Cottage . It w as  th e n sold  as  a private  
h om e  and  re -nam e d , first Th e  R e d  H ouse , and  
late r St Nicolas H ouse . Taplow  H ill, th e  h om e  
of th e  A ll Nations  Bible  Colle ge , w as  th e n 
pulle d  d ow n, and  re place d  by a Span h ous ing 
e state  calle d  Ce d ar Ch ase  (not Ce d ar Close ), 
nam e d  afte r som e  ve ry fine  large  ce d ar tre e s  
in th e  ground s.

Leonard M iall
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Th e  d iscove ry of an old  boundary stone  on th e  
rive r bank  opposite  Gaie ty Row , m ark e d  
‘MB 19 34’ (one  of tw o such  it is  b e lieve d ), 
spark e d  th e  inve stigative  instincts of our 
spe cial corre spond e nt, Joy Marsh all, th e  oth e r 
day. Sh e  w as curious about its prove nance  and  
talk e d  to th e  R am ble rs about its poss ible  
origins and  passe d  th e  m ate rial 
to your e d itor. It se e m s th at th is  
stone  is  th e  last re m nant of a 
Maid e nh e ad  Boundary W alk  in 
19 49  and  m ak e s  one  w ond e r, 
'D id  th e  w alk e rs  w alk  on w ate r 
too?' It also m ak e s  m e  w ond e r if 
Taplow  re s id e nts eve r w alk e d  
th e ir boundarie s.

W e  ne e d  to go back  to rath e r 
ancie nt tim e s  to find  out w h e re  
th e  custom  of Be ating th e  
Bound s originate d. O riginally 
th e  custom  cam e  from  Europe . 
It w as initiate d  by th e  A rch b is h op of Vie nna in 
th e  ye ar 470 afte r te rrible  plague s and  m inor 
e arth q uak e s  h ad  cause d  m uch  h ard sh ip 
am ong th e  pe ople . H e  ord e re d  spe cial praye rs, 
ask ing God 's ble ss ing on th e ir crops, to be  
re cite d  as th e  village rs proce sse d  around  th e ir 
fie ld s. Th e  custom  spre ad  rapidly around  
W e ste rn Europe , and  by th e  e igh th  ce ntury 
w as e stablish e d  in Britain.

In days th at offe re d  little  excite m e nt to 
ord inary pe ople , it can be  im agine d  th at 
proce ss ions around  th e  countrys id e  in love ly 
spring w e ath e r w e re  ve ry popular. In fact, not 
only th e  fie ld s w e re  ble sse d : in se as id e  d istricts 
th e  paris h ione rs  w ould  troop dow n to th e  
w ate rs id e  and  ble ss  th e  w ate r and  th e  fis h ing 
boats and  pray for a good  fis h ing se ason 
ah e ad. Th e se  proce ss ions w e re  also use ful in 
s h ow ing pe ople  th e ir paris h  boundarie s  and  as 
tim e  w e nt on, th e se  boundarie s  b e cam e  eve n 
m ore  im portant as adm inistration w as 
ch anging. So, th e  custom  of 'be ating th e  
bound s' grew  up to sh ow  eve ryone , and  
e spe cially th e  younge r m e m be rs  of th e  paris h , 
w h e re  th e  boundarie s  lay.

At th e  boundary-m ark s of th e  parish , such  as 
a pond, a b ig tre e  or a rock , th e  parson w ould 
stop and  read  th e  Gospel, and  w h e n th is h ad  
be e n done  th e  boys of th e  parish  suffe re d  som e  
ind ignity to im print th e  boundary-m ark  on th e ir 
m ind s. Som etim e s th ey w e re  bum ped  about, 

push e d  into th e  stream , turne d  upsid e -dow n 
over a fence  or h e dge , th row n in a bram ble -
bush , or beaten w ith  w illow  w ands. Th e  w illow  
w and s use d  both  th e n and  now  com e  from  th e  
straigh t s uck e rs  of a pollard e d  w illow . 
Stripping th e  soft bark  from  th e  outsid e  reve als 
th e  b e autifully sm ooth  w h ite  w ood  of new  

w illow  and  it is  from  th is  action 
of re m oving th e  bark  th at w e  
ge t th e  title  of th e  country 
dance  'Strip th e  W illow '.

In late r ye ars  th e  parson w as  
re place d  by th e  local m ayor 
w h o m ad e  a spe e ch  at th e  start 
of th e  bound ary w alk  to 
e xplain th e  ce re m ony and  to 
re fre s h  pe ople’s  m e m orie s  of 
w h e re  th e  boundarie s  w e re . 
Youngste rs w ould  join in th e  
fun and  carrie d  pe nnants, w ith  
MB in blue  le tte rs –  pre sum ably 

m eaning Maid enh ead  Boundary (or Borough ?). 
In th ose  h appie r days, only 34 years ago (19 73 
be ing th e  last tim e  th at Maid e nh e ad  carrie d  
out th e  ritual) –  th e  m ayor ran th e  ris k  of be ing 
grabbe d  and  'bum pe d ' on a m ile stone . It m ay 
be  assum e d  th at th e  '19 34' on th e  Gaie ty Row  
boundary stone  is  th e  ye ar of m anufacture  
s ince  in 19 34 four doz e n such  m ile stone s w e re  
d e live re d. In th e  19 49  pe ram bulation only 27 of 
th e se  stone s w e re  found. I w ond e r if th e y 
counte d  our tw o?

Joy M arsh all &  Fred  Russell

Be ating th e  Bounds

AGM
A rem inder th at your AGM  w ill b e  
h eld in th e  Village H all at 8pm  on 

O ctob er 12th

Autum n 2007 Page  14 H itch am  and  Taplow  Pre se rvation Socie ty



[Bob D ulson, w h o is a m em ber of 
th e  M aid en h ead  Civic Society, 
prepare d  th is article and k indly 
gave h is pe rm ission for it to use d  
in  th is n ew sletter. To am plify a 
little, Bob organ ise d  a m e eting 
called th e  M utual Intere st Group 
consisting of repre sentatives from  
th e  Civic Society, H TPS, ED RA 
and river use rs groups, not to 
m ention contributions from  th e  
Environm ental Agency. Ed .]

Read e rs m ay h ave  se e n reports 
th at th e  Taplow  M ill s ite , 
w h ich  include s Sk indle s, is  on 
th e  m ark et –  again. Last 
August, m ill ow ne rs St Regis 
cause d  ripple s across th e  rive r 
by selling th e  48-acre  s ite  to 
W atch w ord , a sm all com pany 
of prope rty speculators in an 
uncond itional sale , reportedly 
w orth  £30 m illion.

To try  and  m ak e  s ure  
th at th i s  im portant and  
e nvironm e ntally valuable  are a 
of Th am e s  rive rs i d e  i s  
prote cte d  and  im prove d , th e  
Civic Socie ty h as b e e n liais ing 
w ith  colle ague s  i n  th e  
H itch am  &  Taplow  Pre servation 
Socie ty, local re s id e nts and  
th e  R ive r Th am e s Socie ty.

W ith  th e  b ack ing of 
am e nity  groups  li k e  ours , 
South  Buck s D istrict Council 
m ove d  sw iftly to exte nd  th e  
Taplow  R iversid e  Conse rvation 
A re a to include  th e  part of th e  
s ite  w h ich  b ord e rs  th e  
Th am e s. Th e  A rea h as recently 
be e n th e  subject of anoth e r 
ch aracter appraisal consultation 
to w h ich  th e  Society h as m ade  
a subm iss ion.

English  H e ritage  w as also 
ale rte d  and , w e  w e re  ple ase d  
to h e ar, grante d  Grad e  II 
liste d  status to Gle n Island  
H ouse  th at St R e gis  h as use d  
as its H Q. O riginally it w as a 

'ge ntle m an’s  re s id e nce ', built 
in 1869  by Iris h  barone t and  
m an of re now n, Lt Ge n Sir 
Roge r Palm e r w h o rod e  w ith  
th e  600 in th e  Ch arge  of th e  
Ligh t Brigad e .

Th e  s ite  also include s four 
oth e r build ings of arch itectural 
and  h istoric s ignificance  as 
w ell as Sk indle s. Th e se  include  
a re m ark ab le  U- s h ape d  
stabling and  carriage  build ing, 
built in 1880 th at be ars 
Palm e r’s  initials.

Now , h ow eve r, th e  w h ole  is  
b e ing sold  again, th rough  th e  
London office s  of K ing 
Sturge , one  of Europe ’s  
large st ind e pe nd e nt prope rty 
consultants.

Th e i r full- page  colour 
ad ve rti s e m e nt in Estate s 
Gaz ette , th e  journal of th e  
com m e rcial prope rty se ctor, at 
th e  e nd  of May proclaim e d : 
'Th e  prope rty be ne fits from  
s ignificant w ate r frontage  to 
th e  R ive r Th am e s and  Jubile e  
R ive r.' Th e  e xisting build ings 
e xte nd  to 15,802 sq .m . and , 
accord ing to th e  adve rt, 
th e re’s  scope  for 'e xte nd e d  

d e ve lopm e nt incorporating 
re s id e ntial, com m e rcial, h ote l 
and  le isure , h e alth  care  
facilitie s, care  h om e s and  
retirem ent village developm ents'. 
Th ough , w ith  th e  s ite  b e ing 
in th e  Gre e n Be lt and  th e  
flood  plain, it w as  care ful to 
ad d : 'Subje ct to th e  ne ce s sary 
conse nts'.

Th e  illustration in th e  
ad ve rtis e m e nt s e e m e d  to 
im ply th at th e  s ite  m igh t b e  
subd ivid e d  but th e  age nts  
told  us  th at th is  w as  not th e ir 
inte ntion, alth ough  it w ould  
d e pe nd  on w h at pote ntial 
purch ase rs  h ad  to say. K ing 
Sturge  h ad  talk e d  w ith  SBD C 
w h o h ad  give n an ind ication 
of w h at th e y w ant to s e e ... 
'som e th ing d iffe re nt from  
w h at’s  th e re  now '! A  s h ortlist 
of poss ible  buye rs  h as  b e e n 
d raw n up and  e arly fe e d back  
sugge sts  a le aning tow ard s  
care  h om e s , a h ote l and  
h om e s  for th e  e ld e rly –  but, 
sad ly, noth ing spe cifically 
w ate r-re late d .

Bob D ulson

Mus ical Ch airs  at th e  Mill?

Eve n Taplow  H e igh ts, alias R e ctory Road , d id  not 
e s cape  th e  e ffe cts  of th e  flood ing. O ur age d  
soak aw ay syste m  w as com ple te ly ove rw h e lm e d , so 
th at gallons of w ate r gush e d  up out of th e  m anh ole s 
in spe ctacular style . A  h uge  torre nt flow e d  straigh t 
dow n th e  d rive , tak ing m ost of th e  grave l out on to 
th e  road  and  d e positing it across th e  tarm ac. It w as 
jus t as  m y  ge ograph y  te ach e r d e s cri b e d  th e  
form ation of th e  Gange s d e lta.

Gill H ollow ay

A Grave lly Grum ble
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Th e  poor state  of Taplow  Village  Gre e n h as 
b e e n th e  cause  of som e  conce rn re ce ntly. 
Succe ss ive  ve ry d ry sum m e rs and  th e  patte r of 
m any tiny fe e t le ft th e ir le gacy on th e  th in laye r 
of topsoil, w ith  large  bare  patch e s  appe aring 
and  w e e d s  tak ing ove r th e  grass  th at re m aine d. 
A  ne w  m ow ing and  
fe e d ing re gim e , institute d  
th is  ye ar by th e  Paris h  
Council, h as gone  a long 
w ay to im proving m atte rs, 
and  th i s  s um m e r’s  
appallingly w e t w e ath e r 
d id  m uch  to re store  th e  
Gre e n to its full glory. 
H ow eve r, th e  e xce ptional 
rainfall also brough t a 
new  proble m  to th e  
surface  –  lite rally –  as  a 
stre am  of w ate r sudd e nly 
appe are d , th re ate ning to 
flood  th e  th re s h old  of th e  
Village  Centre , and turning 
part of th e  e as te rn s i d e  of th e  Gre e n into 
a s w am p.

W ith  no clue s as to th e  source  of th e  w ate r 
(and  fe aring th e  w orst), Taplow  Paris h  Council 
w e re  force d  to fe nce  off th e  affe cte d  se ction 
w h ilst inve stigations w e re  carrie d  out. Te sts for 
se w age  contam ination prove d  ne gative  and  
furth e r analysis  s h ow e d  th at it w as fre s h , cle ar 
groundw ate r –  so le ak s  from  Th am e s W ate r’s  
pipew ork  could  be  rule d  out. Th e  evid e nce  
sugge ste d  th at th e  m ost lik e ly culprit w as 
lik e ly to be  one  of th e  m any springs th at rise  
on th e  h igh  ground  be h ind  Taplow  Village  and  
m e and e r, unse e n, dow n th e  h illsid e , 
occasionally appe aring to form  boggy patch e s  
in gard e ns and  pe rm ane nt stre am s dow n 
tarm ack e d  road s, eve n in th e  d rye st w e ath e r.

Th e re  is , h ow eve r, anoth e r, le ss  w e ll-k now n, 
factor th at is  probably contributing to th e  
proble m : a large  pond  once  e xiste d  at th e  top 
of th e  Gre e n, rough ly h alfw ay be tw e e n th e  
barns at th e  top of th e  Gre e n and  O ld  Cottage . 
It is  cle arly m ark e d  on th e  O rdnance  Survey 

m ap of 1875. W h e n th e  sch ool w as m ove d  to its 
pre se nt s ite , in th e  e arly 70s, th e  pond  w as 
d raine d  and  th e  springs th at fe d  it w e re  ducte d  
into a s e ri e s  of und e rground  cond uits 
d e s igne d  to d ispe rse  th e  w ate r into a soak aw ay 
und e r th e  Gre e n. Unfortunate ly, it appe ars th at 

th e  d e e p band  of clay th at 
s its b e ne ath  th e  Gre e n 
m e ant th at th is  soak aw ay 
w ould  ne ve r ope rate  
prope rly.

For m any ye ars , th is  
d id  not cause  a proble m . 
But ove r tim e , m ost of 
th e  land  th at once  
s urround e d  th e  pond  
w as  b u i lt ove r. Th e  
s ch ool e xpand e d  and  
m ore  build ings  w e re  put 
up; at th e  sam e  tim e , th e  
car park  w as  built and  a 
ne w  approach  road  put 
in; late r, Sch ool H ouse  

and  th e  R e ad ing Room  w e re  both  e xte nd e d , 
and  w ith  e ach  ad d ition, th e  pe rm e able  land  
w as  re d uce d  and  th e  run-off incre ase d . Th e  
h e avy rains of last autum n w e re  th e  final straw : 
th e  w h ole  syste m  b e cam e  ove rw h e lm e d  by 
th e  s h e e r volum e  of w ate r.

Taplow  Parish  Council w e re  h oping for a dry 
sum m e r, in ord e r to obse rve  w h at w ould 
h appen unde r d iffe rent cond itions, but th is w as 
not to be. Th ey are  now  consid e ring installing a 
French  drain –  a trench , filled  w ith  gravel, to act 
as a soak aw ay –  but it is feare d  th at th is m ay not 
provid e  sufficie nt drainage , given th e  th ick ne ss 
of th e  clay laye r in th e  sub-soil.

Th e  pre se nt s ituation is  m ore  of a nuisance  
th an a dange r; but m ore  th an one  pe rson h as 
h ad  to atte nd  a ch urch  se rvice  w ith  fe e t soak e d  
to th e  ank le s, h aving straye d  into th e  boggy 
ground  w h ile  w alk ing from  th e  car park  to th e  
lych  gate . Until a solution is  found , th e  barrie rs  
look  se t to stay.

Gill H ollow ay
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