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Front cove r: Th e  Pape r Mill from  th e  air. H ow  w ill th is  look  5 ye ars  from  now ?

Editorial

Th is  ne w sle tte r s e e s  a pre occupation w ith  th e  
s ituation in th e  M ill Lane  are a e m e rging. 
Ironically a lot of th e  are a acq uire d  by th e  
ne w  ow ne rs , Tow ntalk , is  now  w ith in th e  
ne w ly e xpand e d  Conse rvation A re a. It w ill be  
an inte re sting te st of th e  planne rs ' conce rn for 
th e  e nvironm e nt w h e n th e  ne w  ow ne rs  com e  
forth  w ith  th e ir vis ion for th is  part of our 
paris h . A lth ough  Tow ntalk  re pre s e ntative s  
h ave  appare ntly b e e n in inte nse  d iscuss ion 
w ith  th e  D istrict auth oritie s  and  h ave  h e ld  a 
brie f m e e ting w ith  our ow n Paris h  Council 
th e y h ave  re fuse d  to m e e t w ith  any of th e  
d ire ctly conce rne d  citiz e ns ' groups. Th e s e  
groups  are  fairly th ick  on th e  ground  and  
m any h ave  q uite  spe cific vie w s  about th e  
usage  of th at prim e  rive rs id e  land . Th e y 
includ e  H TPS, th e  R ive r Th am e s  Use rs , th e  
Ch ilte rn Socie ty, th e  Maid e nh e ad  Civic 
Socie ty, and  Ellington &  D istrict and  Mill 
Lane  R e s id e nts' A ssociations, to nam e  just a 
fe w . I suppose  w e  s h all not b e  'consulte d ' until 
th e  Tow ntalk  plans h ave  b e e n fully d e ve lope d  
and  agre e d  w ith  th e  D istrict Council, 

m e aning th e re 's  little  ch ance  of a ch ange  to 
m e e t our ne e d s. Still, you ne ve r k now  –  th e ir 
proposals m ay w e ll be  h igh ly acce ptable .

Th e re  is  a ground sw e ll of opinion am ong 
re gional planning auth oritie s  th at th e  w h ole  
of th e  R ive r Th am e s  s h ould  b e  re gard e d  as  a 
continuous Conse rvation A re a and  labe lle d  as  
'Th e  Th am e s  Corrid or'. I b e lie ve  th e  SBD C 
ow ns  about 12k m  of rive r and  th e y h ave  
s h ow n gre at fore s igh t in laying conse rvation 
ord e rs  on 2k m  of it. I notice  th e  Marlow  
Socie ty h ave  cre ate d  a spe cial R ive r Th am e s  
Group, w h ich  h as  as  its  prim e  obje ctive  'To 
prote ct and  e nh ance  th e  natural and  built 
h e ritage  of our rive rs id e  e nvironm e nt': not a 
bad  id e a and  obje ctive  for us  to ad opt. 
Includ e d  in th is  group m e m be rs h ip are  
re pre s e ntative s  from  th e  R ive r Th am e s  
Socie ty and  th e  Ch ilte rn Socie ty. Since  th e y 
are  only just uprive r from  us  w e  could  d o 
w orse  th an link  up w ith  th e m  and  d e ve lop a 
com m on vis ion of our ow n.

Fre d  Russell
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Th e  rive rsid e  s ite  at Taplow  h as industrial link s 
th at date  to th e  12th  century, and  pape r h as 
be e n m ade  th e re  alm ost continuously for 240 
ye ars , le ad ing up to th e  pre s e nt h igh -
prod uction m ill.

Th e  74th  annive rsary (and  th e  last) of th e  
re start of th e  m ill as New  Taplow  Pape r Mills 
Lim ite d  is an appropriate  tim e  to rem em be r th e  
fascinating and  colourful h istory of th is w ell-
k now n local industry.

Th e  e arlie st d efinite  refe rence  to a pape r m ill 
at Taplow  is to a W illiam  Burnh am  in 1767, and  a 
survey of th e  m id -18th  century nam e s Taplow  
as a 3-vat m ill and  one  of th e  12 large st m ills in 
th e  country. Pape rm ak ing ce rtainly w ould h ave  
started  w ell before  th e n. Th e  Taplow  site  is  
id e ally situated  for th e  use  of w ate r for pow e r 
and  proce ss use s. W ate r m ills are  record e d  in 
1184, a fulling m ill (for cleansing and  th ick e ning 
cloth ) in 1315 and  corn m ills in 1633 and  169 8. 
W illiam  and  A nne  Burnh am  rem aine d  as 
pape rm ak e rs until 1780, but th e  m ill w as use d  
by a cotton m e rch ant until 1810 w h e n J.B. W ise  
re store d  it as a pape r m ill, going bank rupt 
h im self in 1815.

Th e  story th en m ove s to Ch arle s Venable s &  
Co., 1840– 19 30. Ch arle s and  George  Venable s 
occupie d  th e  s ite  around  1840, be ing w ell 
k now n in th e  H igh  W ycom be  and  Cook h am  
areas as pape rm ak e rs, and  it is lik ely th at th e  
m ill w as m ech anise d  at th is tim e. Ch arle s w as a 
dough ty proponent of th e  righ ts of em ploye rs 
and  w rote  in no unce rtain te rm s about 
re ductions in ch ildren's h ours of w ork  in 1843: 
'If th e  pre se nt governm ent h aving done  all th at 
can be  done  to injure  and  ruin th e  pape rm ak ing 
trade  in th e  Unite d  Kingdom  by th e  protection 
and  assistance  given to th e  fore ign m anufacture , 
any furth e r inte rfe rence  w ould be  unjust and  

arbitrary in th e  extrem e  and  uncalled  for.' A  
contem porary new spape r said : 'Th e re  w as th e  
auth e ntic voice  of th und e r from  Ch arle s 
Ve nable s  of Taplow  M ill. Fair and  fre e  
com petition in trade  is  also not a new  d e s ire !'

Th e  Venable s fam ily w e re  ve ry active  and  are  
noted  around  1840 as ope rating nine  m ills 
locally, includ ing one  at Cook h am . Lord  
O rk ney, auctioning th e  Taplow  e state  in 1852, 
record s th e  m ill as lease d  to George  Venable s on 
a yearly basis. Th e  m ill becam e  a lim ite d  
com pany 19 18, be ing th en a tw o-m ach ine  m ill 
m ak ing brow n pape rs. Bank ruptcy ensue d  in 
19 30 w ith  th e  old m ill gradually going dow nh ill.

New  Taplow  Pape r Mills Lim ite d  w as 
registe re d  on 31 March  19 33, w ith  four d irectors, 
all from  th e  R e e d  and  Sm ith  Com pany in th e  
W e st Country. Th e  tw o old d e relict m ach ine s 
w e re  scrappe d  and  one  72- inch  m ach ine  
reconstructed  from  th e  b its. Th e  Re e d  and  Sm ith  
connection w as strength ene d  in 19 57 w h e n th at 
group bough t th e  m ill. Th e  original m ach ine  
w as replaced  in 19 63 by a 120-inch  m ach ine , 
alth ough  a section of drying cylinde rs rem aine d  
in use  on No. 1 m ach ine  at th e  Silverton Mill of 
th e  group. Use  of starch  at a s iz e  pre ss allow ed  
th e  production of fluting m e d ium  from  w aste  
pape r, th e  m ajor product.

At th e  e nd  of 19 77, th e  R e e d  and  Sm ith  group 
w as acq uire d  by th e  St Regis Pape r Com pany, 
one  of th e  olde st and  large st pape r groups in th e  
w orld. Th ey set about m odernising and updating 
th e  m ill w ith  m ajor expansion of production 
19 79 , from  37,000 to 50,000 tonne s pe r year. Th e  
Re e d  and  Sm ith  D ivision of St Regis w as th e  
second -large st produce r of case  m ate rials in th e  
UK, h aving tak en over th e  A sh ton Pape r Mill at 
Sudbrook , South  W ale s, in 19 83.

Until re ce ntly, th e  Taplow  Pape r M ill 
contributed  to th e  com m unity. Th ey w e re  a 
contributor to th e  Maid enh ead  Carnival and  
provid e d  facilitie s for th e  orch e stra to play on 
th e  Taplow  sid e  of th e  rive r. Th ey allow ed  H TPS 
to h ave  th e  use  of th e ir m arq ue e  to raise  m oney 
for th e  National Trust H anging W oods A ppeal 
at Cliveden and  w e re  a long-stand ing corporate  
m em be r of H TPS. D ue  to ch anging patte rns of 
w orld d em and  for pape r proce ssing, th e  Taplow  
m ills proved  ultim ately to be  uneconom ic and  
ope rations form ally close d  dow n last O ctobe r 
and  th e  w h ole  site  w as bough t by prope rty 
d evelope rs. W atch  th is space.

Fare w e ll to Taplow  Pape r Mill
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W ith  th e  closure  last year of Taplow  Pape r Mill, 
th e re  is  now  th e  be st opportunity for m any 
years to im prove  th e  Mill Lane  area.

For a long tim e  a large  part of th e  area h as 
be e n in a state  of suspend e d  anim ation. Sk indle s 
H otel is long close d  and  becom ing d e relict, th e  
gas board  s ite  on th e  Th am e s bank  h as be e n 
levelled  and  d e -contam inated , but rem ains 
s ilent and  unuse d , D unloe  Lodge  is e m pty and  
falling into d ecay and  th e  open field and  old 
Sk indle s H otel car park  to th e  e ast of Mill Lane  
are  little  use d  and  gradually reve rting to nature.

Active  areas include  som e  h ousing and  
seve ral busine sse s, includ ing th e  W indrush  car 
sale s s ite , office s in th e  boatsh e d s, tw o boatyard s 
and  th e  gasom ete r s ite , th ough  w h eth e r th is last 
is still ne e d e d  is not k now n. Th e re  is  also a 
h angover from  th e  closure  of th e  Pape r Mill 
ope ration –  a storage  and  baling site  for w aste  
pape r form e rly use d  in conjunction w ith  th e  
Pape r Mill, but w h ich  h as recently m ade  claim  
to a standalone  existence  as a w aste  transfe r s ite. 
Th e  planning application w as refuse d , but th e  
w aste  transfe r activitie s continue  and  are  lik ely 
to go on for som e  tim e  yet.

Th e  Pape r Mill site  and  m uch  of th e  land  in 
th e  area h as be e n sold to Tow ntalk , a prope rty 
d evelopm ent com pany, w h o are  in proce ss of 
form ulating a plan for th e  area. Th e  com pany 
and  its arch itects and  planning advise rs h ave  
m et once  w ith  Taplow  Parish  Council and  h ave  
be e n in d iscussion w ith  South  Buck s D istrict 
Council, includ ing atte m pts  to re ach  an 
agre em ent on th e  footprints and  floor areas of 
existing build ings as a basis for th e  scope  of any 
future  applications.

At th e  m e eting w ith  th e  Parish  Council som e  
ve ry te ntative  id e as  w e re  pre s e nte d  by 
Tow ntalk 's  arch ite ct, w h ich  am ounte d  to 
re d eveloping Sk indle s for h ousing, putting 
h ous ing on th e  old  Pape r M ill s ite  and  th e  
s torage  and  b aling s ite  and  office  
accom m odation close r to th e  A 4. Possible  public 
acce ss to th e  north  of th e  s ite  w as m entione d , as 
w as possible  public acce ss to th e  h illsid e  e ast of 
th e  Jubile e  R ive r. Th e  intention w ould be  to k e e p 
th e  centre  of th e  s ite , includ ing th e  existing 
public footpath , as an open area.

Th e  Parish  Council re sponde d  by re ite rating 
th e  Parish  Plan and  Local D evelopm ent 
Fram ew ork 's core  strategy aspirations for th e  
area, pointing out th at th e  public acce ss sh ould 

be  to th e  R ive r Th am e s, in case  th e  d evelope rs 
m igh t th ink  th at th e  h illsid e  above  th e  Jubile e  
R ive r m igh t substitute  for th at. Th ey also said  
th at th e  areas sh ow n on th e  arch itects' plan for 
office  d evelopm ent w e re  rath e r large  in relation 
to th e  existing extent of built d evelopm ent. 
H ow eve r, th e  outcom e  of d iscussion w ith  th e  
D istrict Council w ould no doubt d ete rm ine  th e  
s iz e  lim itations. Th e  Parish  Council also urge d  
th e  d evelope rs to consult w ith  th e  public and  
organisations such  as ours as soon as possible.

Th e  extent of th e  land  now  ow ned  by 
Tow ntalk  include s Sk indle s, th e  Volk sw agon 
garage , th e  field at th e  centre  of th e  s ite , th e  
h illsid e  on th e  e ast bank  of th e  Jubile e  R ive r, th e  
storage  and  baling site , D unloe  Lodge  and  all 
th e  m ill site  and  land  to th e  north  and  w e st of 
th e  Jubile e  R ive r, except th e  north e rnm ost part 
of Glen Island, w h ich  is  ow ne d  by Taplow  
Court. Tow ntalk  h ave  also be e n in contact w ith  
th e  ow ne rs of th e  gas board  s ite  w ith  a view  to 
purch asing it, as yet w ith  no re sult.

Th e  k ey local refe rence s are  th e  Taplow  
Parish  Plan and  th e  existing South  Buck s Local 
Plan, w h ich  is  now  sh ad ing tow ard s th e  Local 
D evelopm ent Fram ew ork  (LD F) th at w ill 
replace  it, so th at increasingly th e re  w ill be  an 
em ph asis on th e  em e rging LD F. Both  th e  Parish  
Plan and  th e  Core  Strategy proposals of th e  
em e rging LD F h ave  specific policie s for th e  Mill 
Lane  area. Th e re  are  in add ition governm ent 
planning guid eline s and  policy statem ents 
relating to th e  Gre en Belt, h ousing and  flood ing, 
w h ich  are  particularly relevant, w h ilst m any 
oth e rs, includ ing regional planning guidance  
and  th e  Buck ingh am sh ire  Structure  Plan also 
h ave  a relevance  to th e  potential d evelopm ent.

Th e  m ain points of th e  local plans are  as follow s.
Th e  Taplow  Parish  Plan h as propose d  som e  

k ey pointe rs to th e  w ay in w h ich  local people  
w ould w ish  to se e  th e  area im proved. Th e se  are , 
firstly, to se e  a com pre h e nsive  rath e r th an a 
piecem eal plan; secondly, to provid e  m ore  
public acce ss for recreation to th e  R ive r Th am e s 
includ ing a rive rsid e  path  lead ing to th e  
confluence  of th e  Th am e s and  Jubile e  R ive rs. In 
ord e r to h elp to ach ieve  th e se  objective s th e  
Parish  Plan accepts th at th e re  m ay ne e d  to be  an 
exch ange  of land  use s betw e en w h at is now  
Gre en Belt and  w h at is now  d eveloped  land.

In th e  proce s s  of prod ucing th e  Local 
D e ve lopm e nt Fram e w ork , th e  South  Buck s 

Th e  Future  of Mill Lane
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D istrict Core  Strategy proposals d efine  th e  Mill 
Lane  area as 'an area of potential ch ange  in 
ord e r to bring about enh ancem ents w h ile  still 
protecting its overall Gre en Belt function'. Th e  
Core  Strategy ack now ledge s th e  Parish  Plan, 
w h ich  pre - d ate d  it, and  s upports  a 
com pre h e ns ive  and  co-ord inate d  planning 
approach  to th e  locality. It is also d efinite  th at 
th e  m axim um  am ount of d evelopm ent th at w ill 
be  pe rm itted  m ust not increase  th e  area of 
d eveloped  land  above  th at w h ich  currently 
exists –  alth ough  it m igh t be  in d iffe rent place s. 

In add ition, th e  Strategy state s th at any 
d evelopm ent w ill ne e d  to h ave  particular regard  
to policie s relating to flood ing, em ploym ent 
land , th e  R ive r Th am e s  s e tting and  th e  
Conse rvation A rea status of som e  of th e  s ite.

It is h ope d  th at th e  d evelope rs w ill soon 
consult local organisations and  th e  public so 
th at w e  can all engage  in a d evelopm ent, w h ich , 
it is h ope d , w ill be  a renew e d  gatew ay into 
Taplow  and  Buck ingh am sh ire.

Euan Felton

Th e  47th  A nnual Ge ne ral Me e ting of th e  
H itch am  and  Taplow  Pre se rvation Socie ty took  
place  at th e  Taplow  Village  Ce ntre  on 13 
O ctobe r 2006, atte nd e d  by 31 m e m be rs.

Th e  h igh ligh ts of th e  Society’s activitie s and  
ach ievem ent over th e  past year include  th e  
succe ss in lim iting th e  Clived en d evelopm ent to 
135 age -re stricted  units; th e  Society’s succe ssful 
objection to th e  nam e  'Clived en Village ', and  
sugge sting alte rnative s; th e  Socie ty’s 
contrib ution to th e  Cons e rvation A re a 
cons ultations ; th e  Im ple m e ntation and  
Monitoring Group for th e  Taplow  Parish  Plan 
and  th e  South  Buck s D istrict Council initiative s; 
th e  succe ssful 21st Village  Gre en Party and  
anoth e r tw o h igh -standard  new slette rs, w ith  
th ank s to Fre d  Russell and  A ndrew  Findlay.

Th e  Treasure r reported  th at m em be rsh ip 
rem aine d  stable. A  loss of £19 5 on th e  Village  
Gre en Party h ad  be e n offset by grant aid  from  
SBD C. Th e re  w as an exce ss of incom e  over 
expend iture  of £576. Th e re  w as no ne e d  for an 
increase  in subscriptions w h ich  sh ould rem ain 
at £5 pe r h ouse h old or £4.50 for th ose  in block  
m em be rsh ip sch em e s, and  £50 for corporate  
m em be rs. Th e se  paym ents are  due  on 1 O ctobe r.

Be rnard  Trevallion gave  a talk  about th e  
com plexitie s  of th e  raft of docum e ntation 
be ing introduce d  by th e  new  planning syste m . 
A lth ough  inte nd e d  to bring about gre ate r 
com m unity involve m e nt, it ge ne rally fails in 
th is  obje ctive . Th e re  is  particular conce rn th at 
th e  Paris h  Plan is  le ft out of th e  proce ss.

Th ank s  w e re  e xpre sse d  to Taplow  H ouse  
H ote l for m ak ing th e ir confe re nce  facilitie s  
available  for th e  Socie ty's  m e e tings th rough out 
th e  ye ar and  to A ndy and  A nnick  McKe nz ie  
for organis ing th e  eve ning's te a.

Th e re  follow e d  a d iscuss ion on th e  future  of 
th e  Socie ty and  m e ans of re cruiting new  
m e m be rs  to th e  Com m itte e  to und e rtak e  th e  
task s  of th e  Socie ty. A m ong th e  sugge stions 
w e re : th at m e e tings w ith  gue st spe ak e rs  and  
social occasions and  activitie s  m igh t be  h e ld; 
th at th e  w ord  'pre se rvation' in th e  Socie ty's  
nam e  m ay b e  a s tum b ling b lock  for 
re cruitm e nt; th at a re cruiting cam paign s h ould  
be  launch e d , includ ing adve rtis ing and  
inform ation pack s to new  re s id e nts.

Finally th e re  w as a vote  of th ank s  for th e  
outgoing Ch airm an A nne  H anford.

AGM Note s

Village Green Party
June 16th  2007
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Life  along Mill Lane  is a life  of tw o h alve s, 
offe ring possibly th e  be st as w ell as th e  w orst of 
life  in Taplow . To envy, w e  h ave  th e  R ive r 
Th am e s as our back  gard en, but not so pleasant 
are  th e  40-ton lorrie s care e ring by our doors day 
and  nigh t. I expect th at ne ith e r is  m uch  
unde rstood  by oth e r Taplow  re sid e nts, w h o 
probably h ave  no id ea of h ow  d iffe rent our 
expe rie nce  of living in Taplow  is from  th e irs.

W e  be lieve  th at th e re  is  an opportunity to 
ch ange all th at, if a consensus can be  found to do so.

Th e  re ce nt sale  of Taplow  Pape r Mill’s 45 
acre s  h as  give n us  a once - in-a-life tim e  
opportunity to revive  Taplow ’s riparian h e art 
and  to re store  h e r love lie st am e nity, h e r rive r 
frontage . Th e re  is  still h ope  –  toge th e r w e  can 
arre st th e  s pre ad  of d e re liction and  
inappropriate  d eve lopm e nt. I b e lieve  th at w e  
h ave  a sm all but m agnifice nt w indow  of 
opportunity to th row  ope n th e  am e nitie s  of 
Mill Lane  and  its rive r to eve ryone  in Taplow , 
be sting th e  force s th at h ave  cre ate d  sq ualor 
and  d e re liction, and  re storing th e  rive rs id e  to a 
vital, dynam ic, th riving, d e ligh tful, live ly are a.

Th is  is  not m e re  fantasy. In living m e m ory, 
Taplow  (along w ith  Maid e nh e ad ) h as se e n its 
rive rbank s  ove rtak e n by H e nley and  Marlow  
as th e  'playground  of th e  le isure d  classe s' (and  
eve ryone  e lse  out for a good  day on th e  rive r). 
Th e  law ns on th e  rive r at Sk indle s, w h e re  
glove d  w aite rs  se rve d  te a from  s ilve r pots, are  
d e re lict, and  th e  punts h ire d  out at Bond 's 
boatyard  are  no longe r. A nd  ye t, eve n as late  as 
th e  19 60s, Sunday d rive rs clogge d  Castle  H ill, 
not R e m e nh am  H ill.

H e nley and  Marlow  m igh t w e ll h ave  lost 
th e ir rive r am e nitie s  too, but for th e  fore s igh t 
of th e  few . Sure ly both  tow ns are  living proof 
th at focusing on th e  rive r brings be ne fits in 
q uality of life , jobs, sport and  le isure , w h ich  
are  im m e asurable  and  beyond  d ispute .

W e  could  ask  h ow  Taplow  cam e  to lose  
w h at it h ad , and  it w ould  be  e asy to point a 
finge r th is  w ay or th at, such  as at th e  gas w ork s  

w h ich  bligh te d  th e  rive rbank  during m uch  of 
th e  19 th  and  e arly 20th  ce nturie s. H ow eve r, it’s 
im portant to re alise  th at Taplow  h as alw ays 
be e n a vital, h ard -w ork ing stop on th e  Que e n’s 
H igh w ay –  and  th at for m ille nnia th e  R ive r 
Th am e s w as th e  only re al h igh w ay for 
transporting good s and  pe ople . Add  to th at th e  
im portance  of th e  Th am e s as a source  of food  
and  e ne rgy, and  your m ind’s e ye  w ill be gin to 
se e  w h at a bustling place , ch ock  full of m e n 
and  anim als and  fis h e rie s  and  m ills Taplow  
w as, w ith  Boulte rs th e  m ost im portant –  and  
e xpe ns ive  –  (and  m aybe  th e  first) lock  on th e  
Th am e s. Th e re  isn’t room  in a s h ort article  to 
do m ore  th an m e ntion a few  of th e  k e y 
e le m e nts th at sh ape  our pre se nt, and  m y point 
h e re  isn’t so m uch  h istorical as to sh arpe n our 
vis ion of w h at w e  w ant to se e  once  again –  and  
m igh t be  able  to ach ieve  if w e  can com e  to 
som e  sort of w ork ing agre e m e nt and  m ove  
toge th e r to m ak e  our w is h e s  k now n in tim e  to 
influe nce  th e  future .

To tell you a little  m ore  about th e  life style  
and  th e  Lane , Mill Lane  as it is now  h as a not-so-
nice  s id e , w h ich  all too often is said  to h ave  th e  
be ne d iction of h istory –  alth ough  no one  eve r 
both e rs to explain h ow  a few  donk ey carts 
saunte ring to and  from  th e  Mill 50 years ago can 
in any w ay excuse  aw ay today’s unre stricted  
num be rs of H GVs allow ed  to th unde r by at 
unch eck e d  spe e d s. Th e  donk ey carts m ade  th e  
Lane  a pleasant place. Th e  e ndle ss dust and  
noise  and  brok en gas m ains cause d  by th e  
H GVs cannot be  said  to do th e  sam e. (Th is piece  
is  penne d  at 02:55 on a Saturday daw n, th ank s 
to th e  grow ling of a passing lorry.) Th e  re s id e nts 
of Mill Lane  h ave  a great story to tell about our 
years of involvem ent in th e  planning proce ss in 
th is connection, but th e  point I am  trying to 
m ak e  h e re  is  th at no Lane  is an island, and  
re solving th is problem  w ill enh ance  th e  q uality 
of life  for all of Taplow .

Sh ortly afte r tak ing it ove r, th e  ne w  ow ne rs  
of th e  Mill s ite  le t it b e  k now n th at th e y 
inte nd e d  to se t up a w e b s ite  in ord e r to allow  
th e  com m unity to e xpre ss  its  vie w s  on w h at 
s h ould  h appe n to th e  s ite . A s th at w as last 
August, and  as  noth ing h as  b e e n h e ard  s ince , 
it s e e m s  appropriate  for us  to se iz e  th e  
initiative  and  b e gin putting our id e as  forw ard. 
So h e re  goe s.

Th e  Sq ualor and th e  Glory
Living along Mill Lane

A once -in-a-lifetim e  
opportunity to revive 

Taplow 's  riparian h eart
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I w ould  lik e  to sugge st th at th e  rive rs id e  
se ction of th e  old  Pape r Mill site  could  be com e  
a w ond e rful, exciting, vibrant location for 
cafe s, rive r w alk s, sm all sh ops, poss ibly a sm all 
h ote l or tw o, a re staurant, a club h e ad q uarte rs, 
a park , a w ildlife  appre ciation are a, and  a 
revam pe d  w ate r m ill w h e re  th e  old  one  w as 
until th e  19 70s and  w h ich  m igh t e le ctrify at 
le ast part of th e  s ite . O f course , m ark e t re alitie s  
w ould  h ave  to be  tak e n into account, but 
pe rh aps a sm all are a could  be  d e s ignate d  for 
punt h ire  and  oth e r rive r activitie s. A  ne ar-
natural sw im m ing are a m igh t be  ach ievable  in 
conne ction w ith  a spa facility w h ich  m igh t 
look  financially attractive  to City m anage rs. 
Mill Lane  could  be  w id e ne d  to th e  East, 
allow ing for a pe ople -frie ndly prom e nad e  
conne cting th e  Jubile e  Path  safe ly to 
Maid e nh e ad  Bridge . Th is  could  be  conne cte d  
to th e  north  by a rom antic foot bridge  be tw e e n 
Taplow  and  Boulte r’s lock .

Th ose  are  adm itte dly sk e tch y id e as –  but 
pe rh aps be tte r m ind s th an m ine  could  be  put 
toge th e r to com e  up w ith  a convincing plan. 
A nd  sure ly som e  of th e  b e st m ind s around  
h ave  re tire d  to (or live  in) Taplow . Le t’s start 
talk ing am ong ourse lve s –  and  th e n rais ing our 
voice s  in conce rt to m ak e  sure  th at w e  are  
h e ard  by th e  m e n in grey suits at th e  Council.

W h ich  le ad s m e  back  to th e  subje ct of th e  
m ise rab ilis  th at is  living along Mill Lane . W e  
h ave  to put up w ith  continuing h e avy industry 
on a s ite  d e scrib e d  as m e re ly 'ancillary' to th e  
now -d e funct Mill, w h ich  h as b e e n R EFUSED  
th e  re q ue ste d  re trospe ctive  planning conse nt –  
and  ye t w h ich  continue s to ope rate  w ith out le t 
or h ind rance . Ye s, it is  curre ntly ope rating 
w ith out any planning approval, and  th e re fore , 
w ith out any re striction at all.

Th e re  is  no justifiable  re ason for allow ing 
th is  'w aste  transfe r station' to ope rate  from  
w h at is  a m anife stly unsuitable  s ite . Th is  is , 
afte r all, an are a of spe cial inte re st (th e  R ive r 
Th am e s se tting) acce sse d  along a substandard  
road , w h ich  is  just 18’ w id e  in front of m any of 
our prope rtie s. Th e  surface  and  subsurface  of 
th e  roadw ay cannot cope , as prove d  by th e  

ne ar-constant re paration by Britis h  Gas 
e ngine e rs  of crush e d  gas m ains.

Th e re  is  no particular re ason th e  s ite  
re com m e nd s itse lf as a 'w aste  transfe r facility' –  
oth e r th an th e  e ase  w ith  w h ich  it h as b e e n 
poss ible  to push  th e  planne rs into allow ing it 
to continue . (Th e  original Mill w as locate d  on 
th e  rive r be cause  a m ill intrins ically ne e d s 
w ate r to function). O th e r, m ore  appropriate , 
s ite s  up and  dow n th e  m otorw ay h ave  be e n 
brough t to th e  atte ntion of th e  ow ne rs.

Th e re  is , h ow eve r, a daz z ling prospe ct, 
w h ich  it can be  spe culate d  e xplains th e  
'pe ppe rcorn re nt' th e  new  ow ne rs offe re d  th e  
previous ope rators on th e  s ite  for th e  next ye ar. 
Th is  is  b e cause  by th at tim e  th e y w ill h ave  
succe e d e d  in bagging som e th ing calle d  a 
'ce rtificate  of law ful use ', w h ich  w ill com e  into 
e ffe ct if th e y can continue  to ope rate  until 
August 2008. A  ce rtificate  of law ful use  can be  
d e scrib e d  as a d eve lope r’s ultim ate  w e apon for 
cutting th rough  th e  q uaint re strictions of th e  
planning proce ss.

In pre ss  re le ase s  is sue d  by th e  new  ow ne rs 
of th e  Mill site , th ey d e scribe  th em selves as be ing 
'able  to cut th rough  th e  com plexitie s  of th e  
planning proce s s '. If th e  usual nice tie s  of 
th e  planning proce s s  are  no longe r in force , 
th e n w h at? Som e  blind - e ye d , com pute r-
ge ne rate d  h ousing sch e m e  privatis ing th e se  
re ach e s  of th e  Th am e s  fore ve r, or e ve n, 
poss ibly, som e th ing w orse  –  w h o k now s w h at 
could  be  e xtracte d  from  th e  planne rs, give n th e  
cudge l of a ce rtificate  of law ful use : a 
supe rm ark e t? a 20-storey apartm e nt block ? 
W h o can say?

It can be  spe culate d  th at th e  inte re st on 30-
plus m illion pound s, th e  purch ase  price  of th e  
s ite , com e s in at som e th ing lik e  £3000 to £4000 
a day, and  th is  m ust sure ly colour th e  vie w  of 
th e  purch ase rs, no m atte r h ow  w e alth y th e y 
m ay be . I m e re ly point th is  out in ord e r to 
sugge st th at it m igh t be  w orth  th ink ing fast, if 
w e  w ant to m ak e  ourse lve s h e ard.

A n inform al 'm utual inte re st group' h as 
alre ady be e n form e d  ad  h oc and  is  a first ste p 
tow ard  an e xch ange  of id e as in vie w  to se e ing 
if w e  cannot m ak e  our voice  h e ard  by th e  local 
planne rs and  th e  d eve lope rs. Th is  group is  
m ad e  up of rive r use rs  and  conce rne d  groups 
from  both  s id e s  of th e  rive r. W e  w ould  
w e lcom e  your input. Ple ase  w rite  to us care  of 
th e  H TPS new sle tte r.

H eath e r Fenn

A w onderful, exciting, vib rant 
location for cafes , river w alk s, 

sm all sh ops ...
...a re -vam ped w ater m ill...
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W h e n I w as first ask e d  to w rite  a h istory of O ld  
Cottage  I w as, for a long tim e , re luctant to 
und e rtak e  th e  task , as re se arch ing th e  h istory 
of a 400-ye ar-old  prope rty pre se nts m any 
d ifficultie s  –  not le ast th e  fact th at no d e e d s  as 
such  are  available  be fore  1825. Accord ing to th e  
Victoria County H istory, th e  Taplow  Manor 
w as be stow e d  on Ch arle s H arbe rt, by w h om  it 
w as sold in 1635 to Th om as H am son, w h ose  son, 
D e nnis, h e ld  it until som e  tim e  about 1700, 
w h e n h e  sold  it to Ge orge , Earl of O rk ney. A n 
exce ed ingly long, faded, h and -w ritten docum ent 
of th at date  re cord s th e  sale  of land  containing 
a num be r of cottage s or 'm e ssuage s' from  Taplow  
Court Estate . Th e  D e e d  m e ntions a num be r of 
pre stigious nam e s, th e  m ain one  be ing th at of 
th e  Earl of O rk ney w h o in 1852 'alie nate d ' 
(transfe rre d ) it to Ch arle s Pascoe  Gre nfe ll 
w h ose  grand son w as cre ate d  Lord  D e sborough  
in 19 05 and  re m aine d  Lord  of th e  Manor until 
its sale  to th e  pre se nt occupants som e  years ago.

Th e  original ch urch  of St Nich olas (spe lt 
th us in old  docum e nts) stood  on th e  s ite  of th e  
Mound  or Low  ne ar th e  pre se nt Taplow  Court. 
Th e  Mound  containe d  th e  re m ains of an 
im portant Saxon k ing calle d  Tappa –  th us 
Taplow . Th is  old  ch urch  fe ll into d isre pair and  
w as re place d  by a Ge orgian-style  re ctangular 
ch urch , w h ich  ope ne d  in 1828 on th e  s ite  at th e  
bottom  of th e  H igh  Stre e t w h e re  th e  pre se nt 
ch urch  stand s today, and  th e  pre se nt build ing 
(now  spe lt w ith out th e  'h ') w as conse crate d  on 
6 D e ce m be r, St Nich olas' D ay, 19 12.

Th e re  is  no w ay of k now ing accurately th e  
h istory of O ld Cottage  but, bearing in m ind  th at 
th e re  w ould h ave  be e n only a few  oth e r 
prope rtie s h e re  at th e  tim e  –  nam ely th e  tw o 
nearby cottage s now  k now n as Th e  Porch e s and  
th re e  furth e r to th e  e ast k now n as Ne igh bours, 
Elm bank  and  Losuce , w h ich  som e  h istorians 
sugge st w e re  once  s ix tiny cottage s and  are  now  
tw o h ouse s, th e  re st be ing open fields righ t 
dow n to th e  rive r –  it is h igh ly lik ely th at O ld 
Cottage  w as once  a sm all farm h ouse , m ost 
probably th atch e d , and  th e  oth e r cottage s part 
of a sm allh olding. Th e se  prope rtie s h ave  be e n 
consid e rably altere d  and  extend e d  over th e  
years w ith  th e  add ition of th e  staircase s, dorm e r 
w indow s and, m ost recently of all, th e  m ode rn 
facilitie s nece ssary to our live s today.

O ver its 400 years, O ld Cottage  h as h ad  
m any ow ne rs too num e rous to m ention so I w ill 
recount only its m ore  recent h istory. In 1871, 
Taplow  W e sleyans preach e d  out-of-doors, 
possibly by th e  large  ch e stnut tre e  be s id e  m y 
garage. In 1872, th ey purch ase d  a piece  of land  
at w h at is now  th e  south e rn boundary of m y 
gard en for th e  construction of a w ooden ch apel. 
It is d e scribe d  as be ing bounde d  to th e  e ast by 
th e  H igh  Road  lead ing to th e  ch urch  and  to th e  
south  by th e  National Sch ool. I h ave  tw o or 
th re e  of th e  original foundation stone s inscribe d  
w ith  initials and  date s in m y gard en today. Th e  
ch apel fell into d isuse  w h e n th e  new  Meth od ist 
ch urch  w as built in Lent R ise  and  w as 
eventually pulled  dow n and  th e  land  once  m ore  
becam e  part of th e  curtilage  of O ld Cottage. Th e  
old sch ool build ings w e re  still in existence  w h e n 
I bough t O ld Cottage  in 19 67 th ough  it h ad  
stood  em pty since  th e  new  sch ool opene d  in 
19 64. (I h ad  to m ak e  ce rtain of th e  plans for its 
replacem ent in case  of th e  possib ility of h igh -
rise  flats overlook ing m e. Fortunately th e  s ite  
w as w anted  for a car park .)

W h en I bough t O ld Cottage  in 19 67 it w as in 
an appalling state  of d isrepair. Th e  only electric 
ligh t in th e  living room  cam e  from  a tw o-strand  
w ire  com ing from  a tw o-pin plug by th e  door 
and  strung along th e  w all to a single  unsh ad e d  
bulb h anging from  a h ook  over th e  fireplace. 
(Th is w as im m e d iately condem ned  by th e  
auth oritie s.) Th e  k itch en w as in a tim be r lean-to 
from  w h ich  one  could se e  dayligh t th rough  th e  
slats in th e  roof. It containe d  an old sq uare  s ink  
w ith  a w ate r pum p and  th e  m ost ancient rusty 

Old Cottage  –  Th e  Olde s t H ous e  in Taplow
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gas cook e r I h ad  eve r se e n. I add e d  th e  m ode rn 
extension you se e  from  th e  H igh  Stre et today to 
provid e  a d ecent k itch en w ith  a th ird , s ingle  
be droom  above. Rem em be r th at w h e n th e  
cottage  w as first built th e re  w e re  no roads –  only 
open fields dow n to th e  rive r –  and  th at w ill 
explain w h y m y front door is on th e  south  s id e  
of th e  build ing and  not facing th e  road  of today. 
Total re -w iring w as nece ssary and  in ord e r to 
install central h eating it w as e sse ntial to dry-line  
th e  w alls to retain th e  h e at and  
stop th e  old, original brick s from  
crum bling. Th e  attention of dam p-
proofing and  w oodw orm  expe rts 
w as urgently re q uire d  before  any 
d ecorating or furnish ing could 
tak e  place. O th e r im provem ents 
such  as a new  brick -built garage , 
new  fencing and  th e  steps up from  
th e  H igh  Stre et w e re  add e d  over 
tim e  as funds pe rm itted. W h en I 
first lived  h e re  m y only entry w as 
from  th e  s id e  gate  on th e  footpath , 
w h ich  w as not only very m uddy 
in bad  w eath e r but extrem ely dark  
and  q uite  scary to use  late  at nigh t. 
Th e  only ligh t on th at corne r continue s to be  th e  
one  from  th e  lam ppost at m y gate  and  by m y 
garage. None  h as eve r be e n provid e d  h e re  by 
th e  local auth ority!

In 19 20, Sir Joh n and  Lady Beatrice  Pole -
Carew  bough t Knoll H ouse , re nam ed  it 
Maryfield and  add e d  a se rvants' w ing to th e  
north -e ast sid e. Th ey also acq uire d  th e  Coach  
H ouse  –  now  k now n as Maryfield Cottage  –  and  
O ld Cottage. Maryfield Cottage  still h ad  th e  tw o 
tw o-storey coach -h ouse  doors in th e  e ast sid e  of 
th e  h ouse  w h e n I first cam e  h e re. Th is part w as 
late r rem odelled  to form  th e  ch arm ing uppe r 
draw ing room  w h ich  now  exists th e re. D uring 
th e  Second  W orld W ar, Lady Beatrice  (by th e n a 
w idow ) m oved  into O ld Cottage  and  lived  th e re  
until sh e  d ie d  in 19 53. A s Maryfield and  th e  
Coach  H ouse  h ad  now  be e n sold, h e r daugh te r, 
Miss Mary Pole -Carew , m oved  into O ld Cottage  
but retaine d  a piece  of land  to th e  south  of th e  
Coach  H ouse  for a garage  for h e r car and  also a 
sm all piece  of land  on th e  oth e r s id e  of th e  
drivew ay lead ing up to Maryfield because  sh e  
h ope d  to be  able  to drive  h e r car across to w h at 
is now  th e  s id e  gate  of O ld Cottage. Sh e  m ade  
seve ral attem pts to obtain planning pe rm iss ion 
to do th is but th e se  w e re  alw ays refuse d  as sh e  
w ould h ave  h ad  to cross a Buck s County 
Council d e signated  footpath  and  pe rm iss ion to 

do th at w ould neve r be  given. Th is explains th e  
anom aly of th e  positioning of m y garage  today.

O th e r inte re sting facts com e  to ligh t w h e n 
re se arch ing such  an old prope rty. O ne  of th e se  
is  th e  h istory of th e  Fire  Insurance  W all Plaq ue s, 
or firem ark s. O ne  of th e se  w as rem oved  from  
th e  w all of O ld Cottage  in 19 30 and  th e  th e n 
ow ne r h ad  th e  fore sigh t to h ave  it fram ed  and  it 
now  h angs on th e  w all of m y entrance  h all. It is 
m ade  of m etal and  sh ow s th e  figure  of Britannia 

and  b e ars  th e  ins cription 
'Rem oved  from  Ye  Cottle igh , 
Taplow , January 19 30' w ith  th e  
w ord  'County' below  th is. In 
e arly days people  w h o lost th e ir 
h om e s and  all th e ir posse ss ions 
th rough  fire  becam e  d e stitute  
and  h ad  to rely on ch arity to 
survive. A fte r th e  Great Fire  of 
London in 1666 it becam e  
obvious th at som e  system  of 
ind em nity against such  d isaste rs 
w ould h ave  to be  found. Th us th e  
b irth  of insurance  com panie s. 
Th e  e arly com panie s originally 
se rved  only th e  London area but 

gradually extend e d  th e ir busine ss to cover th e  
w h ole  country. Th e  m etal fire  plaq ue s –  or 
firem ark s as th ey cam e  to be  k now n –  w e re  
ne e d e d  for id entification purpose s if a build ing 
w as totally d e stroye d  and  th e  ow ne rs ne e d e d  to 
be  able  to prove  th at th ey w e re  insure d  w ith  
th at particular com pany. A s  insurance  
com panie s began to introduce  w ritten policy 
docum ents th e  use  of firem ark s d ie d  out during 
th e  19 th  century. A ll th e  d iffe rent com panie s 
h ad  th e ir ow n firem ark s bearing th e ir d iffe rent 
logos and, inte re stingly from  m y point of view , 
am ong th e se  w e re  a Sun Insurance  Com pany 
and  a Royal Insurance  Com pany. Th e  County 
Insurance  Com pany w as absorbe d  into th e  
A lliance  Com pany in 19 06. Th is th e n becam e  
th e  Sun A lliance  Group –  w h ich  is  now  th e  
Royal Sun A lliance  com pany, w h ich  insure s th e  
O ld Cottage  to th is day.

In th e  Kelly D irectory of 19 30 th e  nam e  Ye  
Cotte igh  is  still sh ow n –  occupie d  by a Mrs 
D orsett –  und e r th e  h e ad ing 'Th e  Village ' as 
th e re  w e re  no road  nam e s h e re  at th at tim e. Th e  
nam e s of th e  ow ne rs are  liste d  in alph abetical 
ord e r, h e ad e d  by Lord  D e sborough  sh ow n as 
ow ne r of Taplow  Court. W alter d e  la Mare  w as 
living in H ill H ouse  and  a Mr Le ste r, Clerk  to 
th e  Parish  Council, lived  in Th e  Ne st w h ich  I am  
reliably inform ed  w as th e  nam e  of th e  h ouse  w e  
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now  k now  as Victoria Cottage. In 19 36, Lady 
Constance  Butler is liste d  as ow ne r of Ye  
Cottle igh . Sh e  w as still living th e re  in 19 42 but th e  
h ouse  is  now  refe rre d  to as O ld Taplow  Cottage. 
In 19 48, Lady Pole -Carew  w as in O ld Taplow  
Cottage  and  w as still th e re  in 19 52 th ough  th is 
entry refe rs to th e  H igh  Stre et. Th e  records for th is 
pe riod  are  incom plete  so I cannot get any close r 
th an th at to th e  exact date  w h en it w as consid e red  
nece ssary to affix nam e s to th e se  roads.

O ld Cottage  h as be e n altere d  m any tim e s 
during its long life  and  w as ce rtainly d ivid e d  
into tw o dw ellings for m uch  of its e arlie r life. It is 
a d eligh tful and  tranq uil place  in w h ich  to live  
and, alth ough  an old re sid e nt w h o h ad  lived  
h e re  all h is life  once  told m e  th at th e  sm all end  
part on th e  w e st s id e  h ad  be e n ow ne d  at one  
tim e  by a coffin-m ak e r w h o use d  to sle ep in h is  

coffin eve ry nigh t to save  th e  und e rtak e rs 
trouble  if h e  w as tak en in th e  nigh t, I h ave  h ad  
no fe elings of unease  h e re; if th e re  are  gh osts, 
th ey are  obviously benign. Th e  ne e d  for constant 
repair and  renew al neve r com e s to an end  w ith  a 
prope rty of th is age  but it is a h om e  of real 
ch arm  and  h istorical inte re st as I h ave  
e nd eavoure d  to sh ow  h e re  and  it m ak e s a ve ry 
com fortable  and  w elcom ing h om e.

I m ust ack now le dge  th at som e  of th e  d e tails 
about Maryfie ld  w e re  supplie d  by an article  
w ritte n by Le onard  Miall for th is  new sle tte r 
som e  ye ars ago and  I w is h  to th ank  H e le n 
Gre llie r for h e r h istorical k now le dge  and  for 
pointing m e  in th e  righ t d ire ction for som e  of 
m y re se arch .

Pam ela Bentley

In Se pte m be r last ye ar th e  re com m e nd ation 
w as  m ad e  th at th e  e xisting Taplow  
Conse rvation A re as  s h ould  b e  e xte nd e d . Th is  
d e cis ion w as  a d ire ct re sult of local lobbying 
to bring forw ard  th e  d e cis ion tim e  for th e  
R ive rs id e  Se ttle m e nt to coincid e  w ith  th e  
Village  Conse rvation A re a re vie w  cycle .

Und e r norm al circum stance s  th e  R ive rs id e  
Se ttle m e nt w ould  h ave  h ad  anoth e r fe w  ye ars  
to w ait b e fore  w e  w e re  d ue  for a re vie w . 
Th ose  fe w  ye ars  could  h ave  b e e n crucial for 
th e  R ive rs id e  com m unity, s ince  a large  slice  of 
it w as  still d e s ignate d  as  a GB3 are a. Th e  
im plication of such  a d e s ignation w as  th at 
lim ite d  infilling w as  still allow e d  in th e  
e xisting Conse rvation A re a − th e  only 
Conse rvation A re a in th e  w h ole  of South  
Buck s  w ith  such  a looph ole  for d e ve lope rs  to 
tak e  ad vantage  of. Th e  late st re vie w  includ e s  
th e  re com m e nd ation th at th is  d e s ignation b e  
ch ange d  to GB1 to bring it into line  w ith  all 
th e  oth e r Conse rvation A re as  in th e  D istrict, 
an anom aly long ove rd ue  for corre ction. 
Th e re  w as  also anoth e r th re at ah e ad : th e  
Local D e ve lopm e nt Fram e w ork , w h ich  
re place s  th e  old  Local Plan, is  still not s e t in 
stone  and  h ad  th e  R ive rs id e  re vie w  tim e table  

b e e n le ft as  it w as, it could  h ave  re sulte d  in 
furth e r d evelopm ent of th e  area be ing approved  
as  still be ing w ith in th e  GB3 z one  and  
approve d  und e r th e  old  Local Plan cond itions.

Th e  ne w  are as  b ring about 2k m  of 
rive rs id e  und e r cons e rvation control, w h ich  
h as  to b e  a m ajor contribution to th e  
prote ction of th is  are a of our Paris h . In one  
s e ns e  it is  strange  th at, d e spite  all th e  
m e s sage s  w e  w e re  ge tting from  th e  
Environm e nt A ge ncy re gard ing th e ir conce rn 
for pre s e rving th e  Paris h  e nvironm e nt, th e  
Jub ile e  R ive r w as  not cons id e re d  w orth y of 
prote ction –  or w as  th is  a cas e  of th e  D istrict 
not talk ing to th e  Environm e nt A ge ncy? 
Pe rh aps  th is  om is s ion is  anoth e r instance  of 
th e  e s s e ntially urban orie ntation of our 
planne rs  in th at th e y re gard  th e  only th ings  
w orth  pre s e rving to b e  build ings , rath e r th an 
fie ld s  or rive rs id e  h ab itats. Ne ve rth e le s s , th is  
e xte ns ion to th e  prote cte d  are a is  to b e  
w arm ly w e lcom e d  and  m ay give  us  som e  
am m unition in th e  up-and -com ing proble m s  
th at are  s ure  to e m e rge  w h e n th e  ne w  
ow ne rs  of th e  are a around  Taplow  Pape r 
M ill and  Sk ind le s  atte m pt to profit from  
th e ir inve stm e nt.

Cons e rvation Are a Exte ns ion
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Sadly, as I pre d icte d  w h e n I w rote  th e  last pie ce  
on runw ay alte rations and  add itions, it now  
se e m s alm ost inevitable  th at th e  Gove rnm e nt, 
aid e d  and  abe tte d  by BA A, are  going to se e  th at 
m ore  new  runw ays are  going to be  built in th e  
South  of England.

Be fore  d e aling w ith  H e ath row , w h ich  is  of 
course  our m ajor conce rn, it is  just ne ce ssary to 
com m e nt on Gatw ick  and  Stanste d , as both  
h ave  a be aring on w h at h appe ns at H e ath row . 
Th e re  is  a plan to build  a new  runw ay and  a 
new  te rm inal at Gatw ick  A irport in 2019  if 
plans to construct a th ird  runw ay at H e ath row  
fall foul of EU pollution controls. So far as 
Stanste d  i s  conce rne d , it i s  s aid  a s e cond  
runw ay at Stanste d  A irport w ould  b e  
'e conom ically unviab le ' w ith out cros s -
s ub s id i s ation from  H e ath row  and  Gatw ick , 
accord ing to le ak e d  Tre asury d ocum e nts. 
Curre ntly against cros s - s ub s id i s ation of 
airports, th e  Civil A irports Auth ority, w h ich  is  
th e  industry re gulator, w ould  ne e d  com pe lling 
evid e nce  to ch ange  its m ind. W ith  no subs idy, 
th e  new  Stanste d  runw ay could  put £10 on 
tick e t price s  and  w ould  m ass ive ly re duce  th e  
profits of low -cost carrie rs, poss ibly ruining th e  
airport's future .

Now , to H e ath row . Th e  late st inform ation is  
containe d  in a BA A  H e ath row  publication 
date d  spring 2007 and  it state s : 'Th e  

gove rnm e nt’s progre ss  re port on th e  2003 air 
transport W h ite  Pape r h as confirm e d  its 
com m itm e nt to incre as ing H e ath row ’s runw ay 
capacity. Both  incre as ing th e  num be r of fligh ts 
by introducing Mixe d  Mod e  [th is  m e ans 
e nd ing runw ay alte rnation] or build ing a th ird  
runw ay w ould  only go ah e ad  if tough  
e nvironm e ntal standard s can be  m e t. Tony 
D ouglas, CEO  of BA A  H e ath row , said : 'Both  of 
our runw ays are  full, ope rating at 9 8.5% of 
th e ir pe rm itte d  capacity. Com pe titor airports in 
Europe  such  as Frank furt, Paris  CD G and  
A m ste rdam  e ach  h ave  be tw e e n th re e  and  five  
runw ays, and  all ope rate  at le ss  th an 75% 
capacity. Ye t th e  continue d  succe ss  of 
H e ath row  d e pe nd s on our ab ility to re m ain a 
le ad ing h ub airport.

'H e ath row  plays a uniq ue  role  in th e  
com pe titive ne ss  of London and  th e  UK. It 
supports h undre d s of th ousand s of jobs, 
provid e s  vital link s  b e tw e e n th e  UK and  th e  
global e conom y, and  is  an e sse ntial factor in 
convincing com panie s  to locate  h e re .

'H e ath row  ope rate s th e  UK’s only d ire ct air 
link s  to k e y e m e rging w orld  m ark e ts and  m ore  
th an h alf of all th e  UK’s air fre igh t passe s  
th rough  H e ath row .

'Som e  9 0% of bus ine sse s  in London and  
around  H e ath row  rate  th e  airport as e ith e r 
"vital" or "ve ry im portant" to th e ir bus ine ss.'

Th ird Runw ay Update
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H ow eve r Tony d id  add , 'Th e  e xpansion w ill 
only go ah e ad  if local e nvironm e ntal im pacts 
can be  m inim ise d. Th is  m e ans no m ore  noise  
th an in 2002, all air-q uality pollution safe ly 
w ith in EU lim its, and  public transport 
im prove m e nts to re duce  conge stion.'

A  th ird  runw ay at H e ath row  is  h igh ly 
controve rs ial. D e partm e nt of Transport stud ie s  
sugge st a th ird  's h ort' runw ay (2000m  as 
oppose d  to 4000m ) could  be  constructe d  to th e  
north  of H e ath row , w ith  add itional te rm inal 
capacity provid e d  by a s ixth  te rm inal. Th e  
th ird  runw ay w ould  b e  constructe d  ad jace nt 
to th e  M4 m otorw ay and  w ould  involve  
s ignificant prope rty d e m olition (260 build ings) 
and  w ould  use  23 h e ctare s  of Gre e n Be lt. Th e  
village s of Sipson and  H arm ond sw orth  w ould  
e sse ntially be  d e m olish e d  to m ak e  w ay for th e  
new  runw ay and  te rm inal build ings.

Th e environm ental im pact

Curre ntly, a cap of 480,000 air transport 
m ove m e nts pe r annum  is  im pose d  on 
H e ath row  to re duce  th e  e ffe cts of noise  and  
pollution (th is  w as one  good  re sult of th e  
Te rm inal 5 e nq uiry). A  th ird  runw ay w ould  
m e an exce e d ing th is  cap; th e  D fT study 
sugge ste d  re m oving th is  cap but re taining th e  
'noise  contour cap' of 145 sq  k m . Th is  m e ans 
th at noise  is  only allow e d  to re ach  a ce rtain 
leve l ove r a spe cifie d  are a around  th e  airport. It 
is  also expe cte d  th e  incre ase d  traffic w ould  

w orse n leve ls of pollution from  th e  M4. 
H ow eve r, a re ce nt sch e m e  sugge sts putting th e  
M4 in a tunne l past H e ath row  to ove rcom e  th e  
e xce ss ive  pollution sh ould  th e re  b e  a bre ach  of 
EU pollution targe ts.

Airport capacity

Today's forecasts sh ow  th at use  of th e  airport 
w ill rise  from  its current level of 64m illion 
passe nge rs pe r annum  (m ppa) to th e  airport 
capacity of 89 m ppa by 2030 (th is include s 
capacity created  by Te rm inal 5). Add ing a 
runw ay w ould increase  capacity to 116m ppa and  
air transport m ovem ents to 655,000. A s you can 
im agine , all th e  local councils and  som e  
vocife rous cam paign groups are  oppose d  to th e  
expansion of H e ath row  in th is w ay.

O n a ligh te r note  to e nd : w ork  h as b e gun on 
th e  te st track  for th e  w orld’s first Pe rsonal 
R apid  Transit (PRT) syste m , w h ich  w ill run 
be tw e e n th e  N3 car park  ne ar Longford  village  
and  Te rm inal 5 and  w ill be ne fit local re s id e nts 
as w e ll as H e ath row  passe nge rs. Th e  PRT 
consists of sm all cars w ith  rubbe r tyre s  th at 
trave l along a guid ew ay. Th e  syste m  h as a 
num be r of gre at advantage s, includ ing th e  fact 
th at, be ing batte ry pow e re d , it is  e xtre m e ly 
q uie t –  'no loud e r th an a norm al conve rsation 
at 10 m e tre s', th e y say... D e pe nd s w h o is  
talk ing, doe sn’t it!!

D ere k  W alk er

Th e  form e r Eton Rural D istrict 
Council acq uire d  th e  w e ste rly 
portion of th e  land  from  th e  
executors of New ton in 19 61. 
Th e  sam e  Council purch ase d  in 
19 66 th e  rem aining land  to th e  
e ast fronting th e  H igh  Stre et, 
w h ich  w as unde r th reat at th at 
tim e  of be ing use d  for h ousing 
purpose s. Follow ing th e  above  
acq uis itions, th e  Parish  Council 
carrie d  out clearance  of th e  
various old build ings on th e  
s ite , follow ed  up w ith  se e d ing 
and  tre e  planting sch em e s, and  
now  h old a lease  of th e  land  
from  th e  pre se nt Beaconsfield 
D istrict Council.

Th e  are a of land  containing 
th e  R e ad ing Room  and  th e  car 
park  w as acq uire d  by th e  
Paris h  Council in 19 67. Th e  old  
village  sch ool w h ich  occupie d  
part of th e  s ite  w as th e n 
d e m olish e d  to m ak e  w ay for 
th e  new  car park . Th e  old  part 
of th e  R e ad ing Room  w as 
form e rly th e  ch urch  h all and  
ce rtain alte rations w e re  th e n 
carrie d  out to prolong th e  life  
of th e  build ing. Th e  final 
ph ase  com m e nce d  in August 
19 74 w h e n th e  Paris h  Council 
acce pte d  a te nd e r for th e  new  
e xte ns ion, com pris ing a new  
com m itte e  m e e ting room , 

m od e rn k itch e n, toile ts, and  
an office  for th e  cle rk . At th e  
sam e  tim e , th e  opportunity 
w as tak e n to carry out 
exte ns ive  re d e coration to th e  
old  part of th e  build ing, and  
th e  w h ole  w ork s  are  now  
com ple te , w ith  th e  e xce ption 
of th e  curtaining w h ich  is  
s h ortly to be  provid e d.

T.M . Balfe M arch  19 77
Th is is a contem porary 

account w h ich  m ay h ave appeare d  
in  a previous old n ew sletter but I 
cannot find  it in  m y old copie s. 
D oe s anyon e  rem em ber 
T.M .Balfe? Ed.

H is tory: Village  Gre e n and H all
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A  b it of h istory, by S.S. Sm ith
Follow ing th e  recent purch ase  of th e  Sk indles site  

by Tow ntalk  Ltd, th e  slipw ay just north  of th e  bridge  
is to becom e  a k e y factor in  th e  n egotiations w ith  th e  
d evelopers for a num ber of reasons: firstly, it’s a 
public slipw ay ow n ed  by you and m e  (h eld in  
e scrow  by th e  D istrict Council); secondly, it carrie s 
a public footpath  ben eath  th e  A4; th irdly, it’s th e  
only acce ss to th e  river for a consid e rable d istance  
for th e  large  cran e s som etim e s n e e d e d  for bridge  
repair and m aintenance; fourth ly, it carrie s fish ing 
licen sing righ ts; and fifth ly, it’s a piece  of Taplow  
h istory th at sh ould not be  quietly lost to us sim ply 
because  a d eveloper n e e d s it to m ak e  m on e y. Som e  
tim e  ago Joy M arsh all m et w ith  a m an called S.S. 
Sm ith  (now  d ecease d) w h o w as a partn er of George  
Bond and intim ately conn ected  w ith  th is part of 
Taplow  and w h o gave h e r th e  follow ing intere sting 
background to th e  slipw ay. Th e  language  and style 
are  entirely th at of M r Sm ith . Ed

[R iparian righ ts: A  Fre e  Fis h e ry, or th e  
e xclusive  righ t of fis h ing on a public 
(navigable ) rive r, can be  a Royal Franch ise . 
Grants can no longe r be  m ad e , b e ing 
proh ib ite d  by K ing Joh n’s Gre at Ch arte r, but 
th e  righ t of confe rring th e m  w as consid e re d  to 
be  one  of th e  flow e rs of th e  pre rogative  and  it 
is  from  th is  origin th at th e  valid ity of a fre e  
fis h e ry at th e  pre se nt day m ust in eve ry case  b e  
d e rive d. (Ste ph e n’s Law  of England  Vol.1 
p.643.)]

Sh ortly afte r w e  h ad  bough t th e  boatyard  
from  Ge orge  Bond , th e  Guard s Boat Club put 
up for sale  by auction th e ir old  boath ouse  in 
Mill Lane , Taplow , plus th e  riparian righ ts 
m ark e d  ‘X’ on th e  plan [not include d  h e re ]. 
Bond  advise d  m e  to buy th e m , th e  b e st advice  
h e  eve r gave  m e . Th e  re ason th e  Royal 
Franch ise  fe ll into private  h and s is  th at H e nry 
VIII gave  th e m  to A nne  of Cleve s as part of h e r 
d ivorce  se ttle m e nt. I w as told  by a frie nd  th at 
all fis h ing righ ts are  now  abolish e d  and  anyone  
can now  ge t a lice nce . Th ey are  now  of gre at 
h istorical inte re st and  w ould  m ak e  an 
inte re sting re se arch  for th e  Taplow  Socie ty to 
find  th e ir h istory from  A nne  to th e  Guard s 
Boat Club.

Th e  follow ing is  as ne ar th e  truth  as is  
poss ible  for 20 ye ars of tittle -tattle .

Th e  firm  und e r Ge orge  w as calle d  Bond’s 
and  w h e n I took  it ove r it be cam e  Bond s 
(Maid e nh e ad ) Ltd. In 19 36 m y w ife  took  m e  to 

se e  som e  of h e r old  frie nd s in th e  Goring are a, 
am ong th e m  w as th e  m ille r of Stre atley. H e  
w as ve ry old  and  took  little  inte re st until h e  
h e ard  th at w e  w e re  th ink ing of buying Bond s, 
w h e n h e  cam e  to life  and  said  th at h e  k new  
Jonath on [Bond?] w h e n h e  w as a cattle  d rove r 

and  use d  to re st th e  anim als for a nigh t at th e  
m ill. W h e n h e  [Jonath on?] passe d  ove r th e  
bridge , w h at m ad e  h im  th ink  of th e  fe rry 
righ ts? W e re  th e  toll ch arge s too exce ss ive ? W e  
do k now  th at w h e n Brune l’s railw ay stoppe d  at 
Taplow  w h ile  th e  bridge  w as be ing built, 
Londone rs use d  to w alk  dow n to th e  rive r. 
Jonath on re alise d  th at tak ing th e m  out in h is  
fe rry [from  th e  slipw ay] w as a m oney-m ak e r 
and  w h e n h e  bough t a few  s k iffs and  le t th e m  
do th e  w ork  it w as eve n be tte r.

A s you k now , Jonath on’s olde r son w as 
d row ne d  in th e  Bray re ach  and  Ge orge  took  
ove r. In th e  First W orld  W ar h e  and  m any oth e r 
local w ate rm e n w e re  in th e  Inland  W ate r 
Corps, w h ich  fe rrie d  arm y store s  along th e  
canals. Ge orge  h e ard  th at m any new  barge s 

Th e  Old Public Slipw ay

Th e   Re turn from  th e  Boating Trip
Jam e s  Tis s ott 1873
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h ad  be e n built in th e  Te dd ington are a, but th at 
it w as unk now n h ow  to m ove  th e m  to 
South am pton or Bristol. Ge orge  w e nt to 
London and  offe re d  to do th e  job. W h ich  h e  
d id  by tak ing th e m  to Bristol th rough  th e  
Ke nne t and  Avon Canal. Late r, in th e  inte r-w ar 
ye ars, th e  Gre at W e ste rn R ailw ay trie d  to close  
th e  canal but th e  opposition w as able  to q uote  
th e  use  it h ad  be e n. Th e  GW R  lost th e ir case  
and  th e  K & A  Canal re m ains. O ne  up to Ge orge !

A n inte re sting snippe t from  th e  Financial 
Tim e s  of Fe bruary 189 1: Next to th e  s ite  of th e  
Bank  of England  or th e  Mansion H ouse  th e  
m ost d e s irable  fre e h old  to ow n in th is  country 
is  in th e  ne igh bourh ood  of Maid e nh e ad  Bridge . 
A  corre spond e nt inform s us th at a sm all strip 
of rive r frontage  be s id e  th e  bridge  w as le t on 
Friday last by auction. It is  only 140 fe e t long 
and  18 fe e t in d e pth , but a w e ll-k now n boat 
build e r [Bond?] th ough t it w orth  b id d ing a 
re ntal of £215 a ye ar for th e  fortunate  le ssors 
b e ing th e  Corporation of Maid e nh e ad. Th e  
capital value  of £215 a ye ar, re ck one d  at 3½%, is  
w orth  ove r £6,000 and  today [h is  tim e ] w ould  
be  w orth  £50,000.

Th e  re al re ason of Bond’s h igh  b id  w as th at 
th e re  w e re  no oth e r conte stants e xce pt a 

strange r. A fte r th e  sale  a furious Bond  ask e d  
th e  strange r h ow  h e  w ould  h ave  be e n able  to 
pay a re ntal of £215. 'R e ntal?' said  th e  strange r, 
'I th ough t it w as for th e  fre e h old!'

[A s a tailpie ce , th e  story told  by Mr Sm ith  
goe s on to talk  of th e  Fe stival of Britain in 19 51, 
om itte d  from  th is  narrative , w h e n th e  land ing 
stage  collapse d...]

A fte r th e  d isastrous collapse  of th e  land ing 
stage  w e  h e ard  th at Ce cily Courtne idge  w as 
suing th e  Corporation (I gath e r Ce cily w as 
dum pe d  in th e  rive r!) d e spite  th e  m arve llous 
publicity s h e  got. Th e  Mayor w rote  to h e r to 
say th at h e  w as bringing th e  Tow n Cle rk  and  
m e  to se e  'Gay's th e  W ord ', in w h ich  th e re  w e re  
q uips about th e  m is h ap. A fte r th e  pe rform ance  
w e  w e nt back stage  to se e  h e r. Sh e  sat stony-
face d  w ith  a law ye r on e ith e r s id e  of h e r.

[A  note  for H TPS: In th e  program m e  for th e  
Fe stival th e re  is  a m e ntion of th e  Ch auntry of 
St A ndrew  and  Mary Magdale ne . Is  th is  th e  
re ligious ord e r th at built and  m aintaine d  th e  
old  w ood e n bridge ?]

Ge orge  Bond  w as w ith  th e  crow d  th at took  
th e  old  tollgate s and  th re w  th e m  into th e  rive r!

Joy M arsh all and Fred  Russell
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It’s  w ith  gre at sad ne s s  th at I 
fe e l it ne ce s sary to print th e  
follow ing tw o picture s. Th e  
O ld  Court fe ature d  on th e  
front page  of our ne w sle tte r 
las t A pril, w h e n I finally 
acce pte d  th at it w as  to b e  
d e m olis h e d  to m ak e  w ay for 
a block  of s e rvice  apartm e nts. 
Th e  build ing w as  originally 
one  of th e  five  gre at h ouse s  
built in South  Taplow  and  it 
w as  h ope d  th at a sym path e tic 
build e r (and  th e  D istrict 
Council) w ould  d o th e  sam e  
sort of m arve llous conve rs ion 
job  th at a build e r d id  w ith  
Lansd ow ne  H ouse . Th is  w as  
not to b e . Th e  O ld  Court w as  
d e m olis h e d  w ith in a w e e k  of 
our ne w sle tte r appe aring and  
th e  tim ing sugge ste d  th at th e  
ow ne r w as  ve ry aw are  th at 
th e  D istrict h ad  just acq uire d  
th e  pow e r to tak e  ove r 
unuse d  build ings. A  gang of 
laboure rs  turne d  up in th e  

m orning and  w ith out any 
atte m pt at obse rving safe ty 
pre cautions  s im ply bulld oz e d  
th e  old  place  to th e  ground . 
No e ffort w as  m ad e  to 
pre se rve  any of th e  w onde rful 
w ood w ork , tiling or old  

brick w ork  th at m ad e  such  a 
fe ature  of th e  h ouse . Tod ay, 
as  I w rite , a ye ar late r th e  
ve rm in- infe s te d  w re ck age  
still re m ains.

Fre d  Russell

Ed itor: Fre d  Russe ll
W h ite  H e ath , Ellington Road , Taplow , Buck s, SL6 0A X. Te l 01628 672457

E-m ail: e d itor@taplow socie ty.org.uk
Unle ss oth e rw ise  state d , th e  vie w s e xpre sse d  in th is  new sle tte r are  not ne ce ssarily th ose  of th e  Socie ty or its Com m itte e .

Th e  New sle tte r is  publish e d  by th e  H itch am  and  Taplow  Pre se rvation Socie ty.
Pre pare d  for printing by A ndrew  Findlay us ing Scribus, Linux, and  Th e  Gim p

Printe d  by Mich ae l Burbridge  Lim ite d

Th e  Old Court –  Th e n and Now

Old Court, e arly 2006

Old Court Today




