
H itch am  and Taplow
Pre se rvation Socie ty

Ne w sle tte r 86: Autum n 2006
£2.50 to non- m e m be rs

w w w .taplow socie ty.org.uk



Autum n 2006 Page  2 H itch am  and  Taplow  Pre se rvation Socie ty

In 19 66, Span Estates built 24 new  h ouse s in 
Taplow . Replacing a run-dow n old h ouse  th at h ad 
b e e n us e d  as  a b ib le  colle ge , th e  m od e rn 
arch ite cture  of Ce d ar Ch as e  arous e d  strong 
fe elings am ong th e  existing villagers. Many people 
in th e  Society w ere  opposed to th e  developm ent 
and to th e  influx of com m uters th at it brough t.

Th e  w h e e l of tim e  h as turne d : land scape  
planting h as m ature d , Ce dar Ch ase  re s id e nts 

are  active  in village  affairs , and  pe ople  h ave  
got us e d  to th e  unconve ntional d e s ign. 
Em ploym e nt patte rns h ave  ch ange d  too: som e  
long-stand ing re s id e nts h ave  re tire d  and  of th e  
re st m any h ave  office s  at h om e  and  only about 
te n pe ople  re gularly trave l to w ork .

In th is  is sue  w e  ce le brate  40 ye ars of Ce dar 
Ch ase  w ith  article s by curre nt and  form e r 
re s id e nts.

H itch am  and Taplow  Pre s e rvation Socie ty
Form ed in 19 59  to protect H itch am , Taplow  and th e surrounding countryside from  being spoilt by bad developm ent 
and neglect.

Pre s id e nt : Eva Lipm an
Vice  Pre s id e nts: Tony H ick m an, D e re k  W alk e r, Profe ssor Be rnard  Trevallion
Ch airm an: A nne  H anford
Tre asure r: Joh n H anford
Se cre tary: Je re m y Vanstone
A sst Se cre tary: A llyn A nth ony
Com m itte e : Euan Fe lton, H e ath e r Fe nn, Karl Law re nce , A ndy McKe nz ie ,

Barrie  Pe roni, Fre d  Russe ll, Louise  Sym ond s,
Esth e r W illm ore  (co-opte d ), Mick  H orsfall (co-opte d )

Contact addre ss : H TPS, 1 Saxon Gard e ns, Taplow , Maid e nh e ad , SL6 0D D

Cover picture : R ear view  of 2 Cedar Ch ase  sh ow ing d istinctive m ono-pitch e d  roof. (Andrew  Findlay)

Ce dar Ch as e  40th  Annive rs ary
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Great Th ings are  stirring and h appening in 
Taplow  th e se  days...

W h ile  th e  battle  for th e  Cliveden developm ent 
is over, w e  are  now  se e ing th e  first im pact of th e  
infrastructure  ch ange s th at are  ne e d ed  to support 
th at developm ent, in th e  road w ork s on Cliveden 
Road; w e  are  experiencing th e  first stirring of th e  
ow ners of Taplow  Paper Mill w anting to 
capitalise  on th e ir inve stm ents in th e  riversid e  
lands to th e  north  of Bath  Road; w e  are  
d iscovering w h at com m unity involvem ent 
actually m eans in preparing th e  new  Local Plan 
w h en w e  find  th e  D istrict Council prefe rring to 
d iscuss th e  future  of Taplow  w ith  a strange  
unelected  outfit called th e  Buck s Strategic 
Partnersh ip rath e r th an your elected  Parish  
Council; th e  Crossrail proposals are  firm ing up 
and w ill ne ed  to be  exam ined  for th e ir im pact on 
Taplow  R iversid e; and w e  h ave  new  and 
w elcom e  proposals regard ing th e  scope  of th e  
Conse rvation A reas in th e  village  and th e  
riversid e  settlem ent.

Th is issue  se e s a celebration of th e  building of 
Cedar Ch ase  m ore  th an 40 years ago w ith  
com m entary from  a num be r of folk  w h o live  or 
h ave  lived th e re. D r Rogers, one  of th e  founders 
of your Society, w as strongly opposed  to th e  
Cedar Ch ase  project on th e  grounds of its 
inappropriate  arch itecture  in th e  m id st of m uch  
older trad itional h ouse s. In fact, it se em s to h ave  
blended  in and h as engende red  a strong 
com m unity spirit am ong its re sid ents. It is a fine  
exam ple  of a village  adapting to ch ange  rath e r 
th an re sisting ch anging dem ands.

H ow ever, back  to th e  future. I h ave  just h eard  
w h ile  w riting th is e d itorial th at St Regis h ave  
actually sold th e  w h ole  site  to a com m ercial 
developer called Tow ntalk  Ltd for a reported  
s um  of ab out £30 m illion, as  part of its 
"rationalisation" program m e. Th is d eal m eans 
th e  closure  of th e  Mill around th e  end  of O ctober 
th is year. Th e  com pany’s Severnsid e  w aste  
collection site  w ill be  relocated. I h ave  done  som e  
re search  on th e  w e b for som e  inform ation about 
th is com pany, Tow ntalk , but at th e  tim e  of 
w riting I can find  noth ing about it, save  it’s also a 
re sid ential property developer. It w ill be  
intere sting to se e  h ow  th e  W indrush  garage  
com e s out of th is since  it is part of th e  site  and 
th ey h ave  a length y lease  pe riod  to run. O f late  
th e  im pre ssion I’m  getting is th at W indrush  are  

d igging in rath e r th an give  up th e  rem ainde r of 
th e ir lease.

Up to now  St Regis h as be en going th rough  
th e  m otions of talk ing to th e  native s to elicit th e ir 
w ish e s for th e  d evelopm ent of th is 45-acre  site. 

Th e  Taplow  Parish  Plan is very clear about h ow  
th e  re sid ents of th e  parish  w ant to se e  th e  
riversid e  d evelopm ent tak e  place; w ith  em ph asis 
on protection of th e  Gre en Belt land in th at area; 
th e  recreational possibilitie s; and th e  potential for 
declaring th e  w h ole  triangle, bounded  by th e  A 4, 
th e  Th am e s and Jubile e  rivers a Conse rvation 
A rea. Add itional acce ss to th e  river by th e  public 
and th e  pre se rvation of th e  footpath s are  all 
issue s to be  addre sse d  if w e  are  not to se e  th e  
w h ole  site  d isappear unde r a tid e  of h ouse s and 
office s. If you fe el strongly about w h at k ind  of 
d e ve lopm e nt you w ould  lik e  to s e e , please  
contact an H TPS com m itte e  m em be r or put your 
id eas on to our w e bsite.

Now  w e  h ave  to start our d iscussions again 
w ith  a com pletely unk now n com pany –  and one  
w ith  no particular association w ith  or k now ledge  
of th e  parish . W e  h ave  to w ait and se e  w h at 
Tow ntalk  h as in store  for us. You never k now , it 
m igh t all be  good new s! O ne  th ing is sure , th e  
long w ait for som eth ing to h appen on th at site  is 
over. O r is it? Tow ntalk  m ay just be  w anting to 
s e ll it on rath e r th an s e e  th e  d e ve lopm e nt 
th rough . W atch  th is  space .

Fred Russell

Editorial
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W e  w e re  th e  first fam ily to m ove  into Ce dar 
Ch ase , in August 19 66 –  th e re  w e re  in fact tw o 
couple s alre ady living on th e  e state , but th e y 
h ad  no ch ildre n, d idn’t socialise , and  d idn’t 
stay long, so w e  can claim  to be  th e  true  
originals. A m az ingly, w e  are  still h e re .

W e  h ad  be e n living in south -e ast London, 
not far from  Black h e ath , w h ich  w as one  of th e  
strongh olds of Span D eve lopm e nts. Span w as 
th e n th e  tre nd ie st d eve lope r in Britain, and  
alth ough  w e  live d  in a Span-type  h ouse  on a 
Span-type  e state , it w asn’t th e  re al th ing. So 
w h e n w e  saw  th e  first ad s for Ce dar Ch ase , 
w h ich  appe are d  in th e  Sunday Tim e s and  th e  
Observer th at Easter Sunday, w e  leapt at th e  ch ance.

I w as ge tting tire d  of d ragging righ t across 
London eve ry day to BBC Te levis ion Ce ntre  at 
Sh e ph e rd s Bush , and  a h alf-h our tootle  dow n 
th e  new  M4 m otorw ay se e m e d  ve ry attractive  
(ye s, s e riously, it use d  to tak e  m e  29  m inute s in 
m y Mini; I eve n use d  to com e  h om e  at 
lunch tim e  occasionally –  but th e n, pe trol only 
cost 3s 6d  a gallon). A s convince d  m od e rnists, 
w e  w e re  bow le d  ove r by th e  brilliant d e s ign of 
th e  h ouse s  –  Eric Lyons w as probably th e  fine st 
dom e stic arch ite ct in m id -ce ntury Britain –  and  
by th e  inte llige nt layout of th e  ground s, 
ce ntre d  on th re e  gre at ce dar tre e s. Sadly, th e  
old  tre e s  fe ll victim  to h oney fungus long ago, 
but th e ir re place m e nts are  th riving.

Jill Frost, ope rating from  a sm all caravan on 
s ite , h ad  an e asy job se lling us our h ouse , for 
£7,650. It w as not ye t built, of course . O nly th e  
bottom  row  h ad  be e n finis h e d , includ ing th e  
s h ow  h ouse  at No 9 , furnis h e d  and  d e corate d  
in th e  h e igh t of s ixtie s’ style , w ith  w alls in 
Th am e s gre e n, Seville  orange  and  dam son 
purple . Th e  th re e  and  a h alf m onth s until 
com ple tion w e re  an agony of im patie nce . W e  
could  h ardly w ait to m ove  in. W h e n w e  d id , 
th e re  w e re  still no road s, footpath s or gard e n 
fe nce s, and  w ork m e n w e re  laying floor tile s in 
our d ining room  as w e  unload e d  our furniture .

A fte r all our e xcite m e nt, our re ce ption in 
th e  village  cam e  as som e th ing of a s h ock . W e  
soon d iscove re d  th at th e  locals h ad  dubbe d  
Ce dar Ch ase  "Taplow  Toile ts", b e cause  of th e  
w h ite  brick , and  th e y re gard e d  us w ith  
suspicion and  eve n h ostility. W e  w e re  not 
m ad e  w e lcom e  in th e  pub, th e  groce r’s  or th e  
butch e r’s  (Taplow  still h ad  all th re e , plus a post 
office ). W h e n Rose m ary w as finally invite d  to a 

coffe e  m orning, s h e  w as parad e d  as a curios ity 
as som e one  w h o live d  in "th ose  h ouse s".

O ur daugh te rs, th e n age d  four and  18 
m onth s, h ad  be e n use d  to h aving m any frie nd s 
on tap but since  th e re  w e re  no oth e r ch ildren on 
th e  e state  at th at tim e , th ey m isse d  th e  com pany 
te rribly. Th e  village  itself w as pretty ch ild -fre e , 
too, and  w e  began to be  se riously conce rne d. 
Th e re  w e re  a few  ch ildren of th e  righ t age  in 
ne igh bouring Saxon Gardens. But w h e n w e  
approach e d  th e  fam ilie s and  ask e d  if our girls 
could play w ith  th em , w e  got a frosty re sponse.

Em m a and  A m e lia h ad  to w ait seve ral 
w e e k s  until oth e r fam ilie s  finally starte d  
m oving in –  and  th e n our w orrie s  d isappe are d. 
By th e  tim e  th e  h ouse s  w e re  fully occupie d  
th e re  w e re  around  50 ch ildre n on th e  e state , 
e nough  to be  th e  salvation of St Nicolas Sch ool, 
w h ich  h ad  be e n und e r th re at of closure . W ith  
h ord e s  of frie nd s and  five  acre s  of com m unal 
land  to play in w ith  com ple te  s afe ty and  
fre e dom , Em m a and  A m e lia alw ays say th e y 
h ad  an idyllic ch ild h ood. Th ey h ave  no 
m e m ory of th ose  aw ful first few  w e e k s. For 
m any ye ars, w e  staye d  in Ce dar Ch ase  for th e ir 
sak e . Now , it is  our grandch ildre n w h o h ow l 
w ith  d ism ay if w e  eve r th re ate n to le ave .

Tony Read

Living in Taplow  Toile ts

D iscovering Cedar Ch ase

I answ e re d  an adve rtise m e nt in th e  
Sunday Tim e s, w h ich  re ad :

"If you w ant to live  in a conve ntional 
re d  brick  h ouse , don’t com e  h e re ! But if 
you lik e  sunbath ing in th e  nud e  on a 
se clud e d  patio w ith out a h ouse  in s igh t, 
th is  is  th e  place  for you..."

It w as and  is!!!
A lso a good  place  for m y son w h o 

spe nt m any sch ool h olidays in com ple te  
fre e dom , clim b ing tre e s  and  m ak ing 
d e ns in th e  w ood s. Fre e dom , too, for 
m oth e rs  w h o could  tak e  it in turns to be  
around  in case s  of acute  h unge r.

Th e  support from  ne igh bours w h e n 
ne e d e d  is  just w ond e rful. Long live  
com m unity h ousing!

Sally Kim m inau
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Th e  arch ite ctural face  th at Ce dar Ch ase  
pre se nts to th e  pre tty village  of Taplow  is  bold  
and  uncom prom is ing, ye t also q uite  
introve rte d : a continuous, ste ppe d  te rrace  
along R e ctory Road  of pale  ye llow  brick  
h ous ing, w ith  dark -staine d  ve rtical tim be r 
cladd ing and  d istinctive  h oriz ontal w h ite  and  
gre e n w indow s. Th e  contrast to th e  e stablish e d  
old  ve rnacular of th e  village  could  h ardly be  
m ore  pronounce d  and  th e  original re action of 
m any re s id e nts to th e  s h ock ing new  
d eve lopm e nt can only be  im agine d !

Ye t th is  s h ady north -facing e levation is  a 
scre e n, conce aling a uniq ue  and  brilliantly-
conce ive d  e state  of fam ily h om e s th at h as 
b e com e  an e xe m plar for m od e rn, low -d e ns ity 
h ousing. A s an arch ite ct, th e  unplanne d  
opportunity in 2004 to buy into th e  Span 
le gacy h as provid e d  a first-h and  
d e m onstration of th e  value  of exce lle nt d e s ign.

Span w as form e d  by arch ite ct Eric Lyons 
and  arch ite ct-turne d -d eve lope r Ge offrey 
Tow nse nd , w h o re cognise d  in th e  grow ing 
d e s ign-conscious m iddle -classe s  of th e  late  
19 50s a m ark e t for innovative , w e ll-d e s igne d  
h ousing. Th e ir d eve lopm e nts w ould  lite rally 
"span" th e  gap be tw e e n m ass  public h ousing 

proje cts and  ind ividual, be spok e  arch ite ctural 
com m iss ions. Th e  build ings and  land scape s 
w e re  at th e  le ad ing e dge  of arch ite ctural 
d e s ign, and  Ce dar Ch ase  and  th e  oth e r 30-odd  
Span e state s in th e  South -East of England  are  
now  w id e ly re cognise d  as e xe m plary far 
be yond  th e  re alm  of Span aficionados.

O riginally re ce iving a H ousing D e s ign 
Aw ard  on its com ple tion in 19 66, th e  Ce dar 
Ch ase  d e s ign is  s im ultane ously ope n ye t 
private . Each  h ouse  is  an L-sh ape  in plan, w ith  
ground -floor living and  first-floor be d room  
accom m odation e nclosing a sm all courtyard. 
A lth ough  th e  private  gard e n of e ach  h ouse  
varie s  in s iz e , th is  layout of h ouse  and  
im m e d iate  outdoor space  is  one  of th e  k e ys  to 
th e  d e s ign –  th e  courtyard  be com ing an e xtra 
"room " for m uch  of th e  ye ar and  provid ing 
s h e lte r from  autum n w ind s and  w inte r frosts.

W rappe d  around  th e  courtyard , th e  m od e st 
living space s are  ope n-plan and  full of ligh t, 
w ith  large  are as of south -facing glass 
(contributing to e q ually im pre ss ive  w inte r 
d raugh ts!), and  re fle cting th e  Scand inavian 
living m od e l th at th e  arch ite ct Eric Lyons is  
suppose d  to h ave  adm ire d.

A lso vital to th e  longevity and  succe ss  of 
th e  d eve lopm e nt is  th e  ove rall planning of th e  
e state , and  in particular its sym path e tic 
positioning w ith in a large , e xisting gard e n. Th e  
re taine d  tre e s  and  s h rubs w e re  com ple m e nte d  
by a new  land scape  and  planting d e s ign th at is  
now  be autifully m ature  and  w e ll-m aintaine d , 
and  w h ich  continue s to provid e  ye ar-round  
varie ty and  inte re st as w e ll as a gre at place  for 
fam ilie s  to play.

Th e  uniq ue ly continuing fre s h ne ss  and  
m od e rnity of th e  40-ye ar-old  d e s ign are  
pe rh aps be st illustrate d  by look ing at 
conte m porary pop m usic –  Th e  Be atle s’ double  
A -s id e , "Ye llow  Subm arine "/"Ele anor R igby", 
w as at Num be r O ne  in August 19 66 –  and  cars 
–  th e  Jaguar E-Type  w as th e  e pitom e  of cutting-
e dge  sports car d e s ign, w h ile  th e  Austin 1100 
w as typical of fam ily m otoring.

O r consid e r th is : Ce dar Ch ase  w as d e s igne d  
and  built th re e  ye ars b e fore  th e  A pollo Moon 
land ing, in th e  ye ar th at England  w on th e  
W orld  Cup –  now  doe sn’t th at se e m  lik e  a 
d iffe re nt age ?!!

Martin Kn igh t

Th e  Arch ite cture  of Ce dar Ch as e
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W alk ing around Cedar Ch ase  today, it quick ly 
becom e s obvious th at all th e  h ouse s h ave  th e  
sam e  paint colours, th e  doors are  all th e  sam e  
and th e  gardens all sh ow  th e  sam e  taste  for 
"arch itectural" planting. In fact, th e  h ouse s 
th em selves all look  very m uch  as th ey d id  w h en 
first built in 19 66: tre e s and sh rubs h ave  softened  
th e  stark , new ly-built look  and som e  w indow s 
now  h ave  plastic fram e s but th e  overall unity of 
de sign is still th e re  40 years on.

It is reasonable  to w onder h ow  th is h as com e  
about, as it is not th e  norm al state  of affairs for a 
40-year-old h ousing e state. A re  th e  h ouse s 
pe rh aps ow ned  by som e  pow erful and reclusive  
landlord, or m aybe  th e  re sid ence  of som e  vast 
extended  fam ily, ruled by an iron m atriach ? Th e  
truth , of course , is le ss fanciful and involves a lot 
of h ard  w ork  and d iplom acy by m any people  
over th e  years.

Span Estate s w as a very unusual property 
developer, w h ich  operated  in th e  H om e  Countie s 
from  19 47 to 19 78. Th ey believed  th at th e re  w as a 
m ark et for good, m odern de sign, set in carefully 
de signed  landscape s. Th ey "de signed -in" a sense  
of com m unity: every Span e state  h as a re sid ents’ 
society ch arged  w ith  th e  m aintenance  of th e  
grounds, external painting and gene rally k e eping 
everyth ing tick ing along h appily.

A ll th e  h ouse s w e re  originally lease h old, w ith  
Span as th e  fre e h older m ak ing sure  th at 
everyone  paid  th e ir sh are  of th e  m aintenance  
costs. Th is ch anged  as a re sult of th e  19 67 
Lease h old Reform  Act, w h ich  th reatened  th e  
unity of th e  e state  by allow ing people  to buy out 
th e ir fre e h old. Lik e  all th e  oth e r Span 
developm ents, Cedar Ch ase  w ent th rough  a 
d ifficult and expensive  pe riod  culm inating in th e  
approval of a Sch em e  of Managem ent by th e  
H igh  Court. Th is allow ed  th e  Re sid ents’ Society 
to enforce  th e  collection of fe e s from  fre e h olders, 
if nece ssary by block ing th e  sale  of h ouse s. O nce  

th e  legal sid e  w as sorted  out, all 24 h ouse s 
contributed  a substantial sum  of m oney to buy 
th e  fre e h old of th e  e state. A s a re sult, th e  h ouse s 
are  now  fre e h old (th ough  it tak e s an alert 
conveyancer to spot th at first tim e ) and each  
h ouse h old ow ns one  sh are  in th e  Society, w h ich  
in turn ow ns all th e  com m unal ground.

Th e  Society is a com pany (tech nically a 
Friendly Society) w ith  all th at im plie s: d irectors, 
accounts, AGMs and so on. Its m ajor costs relate  
to th e  five  acre s of com m unal gardens and 
w oodland, and to repainting all th e  h ouse s every 
four years. Th is d efine s th e  planning cycle, and 
our treasure r Jane  Curry k e eps a d etailed 
spreadsh e et w ith  e stim ate s stretch ing forw ard 
over th e  next tw o cycles. Th is is updated  every 
year and pre sented  to th e  m em be rs at th e  AGM 
so th at th e  fe e s for th e  com ing year can be  set at a 
suitable  level to m aintain th e  sink ing fund.

Th e  com m itte e  of th e  Society is also th e  board 
of d irectors, so th e  e state  is controlled entirely by 
its re sid ents. Everyone  h as a specific role  and th e  
nam e s of th e se  h ave  passe d  into local id iom , so 
it is  com m on to stop for a ch at in th e  car park  
and  be  ask e d , "A re  you Path s and  Boundarie s  
th is  ye ar?"

Th e re  are  no Utopian com m unitie s, so an 
im portant part of th e  Society’s job is to act as 
m ed iator and to sm ooth  ruffled feath e rs from  
tim e  to tim e. It doe s not alw ays get th is righ t, and 
th e re  h ave  be en som e  noisy argum ents over th e  
years, but on th e  w h ole  it all w ork s and th e  sense  
of com m unity is very strong.

Andrew  Findlay

Cut to th e  Ch as e

M oving in

W e  m oved  to Cedar Ch ase  from  London 
in 19 82. Everyth ing w as unpack e d  and  w e  
w e re  in our s itting room  surrounde d  by 
d isplaced  furniture  and  oth e r h ouse h old 
item s, w h e n cam e  a k nock  on th e  door –  a 
ne igh bour inviting us to join th em  for an 
ox-roast in th e  grounds. From  th at visit w e  
h ad  th e  fe e ling of fri e nd s h ip and  
ne igh bourline ss th at w e  cam e  to find  
ch aracte rise d  th is uniq ue  place  and  h as 
rem aine d  w ith  us to th is day.

Marjorie  Ball
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Anne : W e  m ove d  into 9  Ce dar Ch ase , th e  s h ow  
h ouse , in th e  spring of 19 67. O ur e ld e st son, 
Jonath an, w as ne arly tw o ye ars old  at th at tim e .

W e  m ove d  d ire ctly from  anoth e r Span 
d eve lopm e nt in Black h e ath , w h ich  w e  h ad  
ve ry m uch  e njoye d. W e  ne e d e d  to m ove  h ouse  
due  to a ch ange  of job for Joh n and  w e re  
th e re fore  ple ase d  to find  anoth e r conve nie ntly 
locate d  Span d eve lopm e nt. Th e  m ain e le m e nts 
th at h ad  originally appe ale d  to us about Span 
w e re  th e ir h igh -q uality h ouse s  of m od e rn 
d e s ign, s e t in  care fully land s cape d  
surround ings. W e  also lik e d  th e  com m unity 
aspe cts of th e  R e s id e nts’ Socie ty running th e  
e state  for re s id e nts’ m utual b e ne fit and  
prote ction, and  th e  social contact w ith  
ne igh bours w h ich  th is  e ncourage d. W e  also 
particularly lik e d  th e  w arm -air h e ating w ith  
dual th e rm ostats, th e  large  w indow s look ing 
out on th e  gard e n and  m any oth e r of th e  
d e s ign fe ature s  in th e  h ouse .

O ne  of th e  gre ate st b e ne fits  w as  th e  
e xte ns ive  ground s w h e re  ch ildre n could  safe ly 
play from  an e arly age  w ith  m inim um  
supe rvis ion. D uring our tim e , th e re  w e re  
d oz e ns  of ch ild re n provid ing a source  of 
playm ate s  and  fri e nd s h ips , s om e  of w h ich  
still survive .

W e  also e njoye d  participating in th e  various 
com m unal activitie s, gard e n w ork ing partie s, 
annual bonfire  and  fire w ork  partie s  and  oth e r 
m ore  ad  h oc eve nts. Joh n w as Ch airm an and  I 
w as Se cre tary of th e  R e s id e nts’ Socie ty for 
som e  tim e , and  th e  first Ce d ar Ch as e  
re pre se ntative  on th e  Com m itte e  of th e  
H itch am  and  Taplow  Pre se rvation Socie ty. Th is  
w as m ost w e lcom e  afte r rath e r strong initial 
local re s istance  to th e  d eve lopm e nt!

Eve ntually in 19 75 w e  re luctantly h ad  to 
tak e  le ave  of Ce dar Ch ase . Th e  h ouse  h ad  
be com e  too sm all, or rath e r th e  inh ab itants h ad  
be com e  too large  and  too num e rous! By th e n, 
w e  h ad  th re e  sons and  a living-in nanny. It w as 
ve ry  d ifficult to find  a s ati s factory 
re place m e nt. W e ll-d e s igne d  m od e rn h ouse s  
h ad  be com e  a rarity, th at is  if you don’t care  for 
m ock -Tudor or m ock -Ge orgian. H ow eve r, eve n 
m ore  im portant, large  gard e ns w ith  safe  
playing and  b icycle  rid ing facilitie s  w e re  eve n 
m ore  rare . A fte r a consid e rable  se arch , and  
som e  m isgivings, w e  se ttle d  for a h ouse  w ith  
no arch ite ctural pre te ns ions, but large , safe  

ground s. It also h appe ne d  to be  just round  th e  
corne r so frie nd sh ips  for both  us and  th e  boys 
w e re  m aintaine d. W e  also still h ave  th e  b e ne fit 
of a vie w  of Ce dar Ch ase . W e  look  back  on our 
tim e  th e re  w ith  ple asure  and  fond  m e m orie s. It 
obviously h ad  a continuing e ffe ct on Jonath an, 
w h o now  live s at num be r 17, so I’m  going to 
pass  ove r to h im  to say w h at h e  lik e s  about it 
and  w h y h e  ch ose  to live  th e re .

Jonath an: I live d  at Ce dar Ch ase  w ith  m y 
pare nts from  th e  age  of tw o until te n. It w as a 
gre at place  to grow  up and  I h ave  ple nty of 
m e m orie s  of playing in th e  ground s w ith  m y 
frie nd s and  broth e rs. W h e n w e  w h e re  sm all, 
th e  are a available  to play in se e m e d  h uge , a 
w h ole  w orld  to explore . Th e  fire w ork  d isplays 
w e re  alw ays a cause  of gre at excite m e nt. I don’t 
k now  w h y but afte rw ard s w e  use d  to spe nd  
days scouring th e  ground s look ing for th e  
spe nt fire w ork s  and  rock e t stick s.

I continue d  to live  in Taplow  eve n afte r 
le aving h om e , and  w h e n Jane  and  I w e re  
look ing for a h ouse , Ce dar Ch ase  w as a natural 
ch oice . I’ve  alw ays be e n a fan of th e  bold  
d e s ign, w h ich  still look s m od e rn 40 ye ars on. 
Th e  d e s ign of th e  w h ole  place  h as cle arly h ad  
consid e rable  e ffort put into it, from  th e  
orie ntation and  place m e nt of e ach  of th e  
h ouse s, to th e  tre e s  and  land scaping. Ins id e  th e  
h ouse s, th e  large  picture  w indow s provid e  
ple nty of ligh t, m ak ing th e  gard e n se e m  part of 
th e  h ouse , alm ost lik e  an e xtra room . I gue ss  it 
says som e th ing about m od e rn life  (or m e ), but 
tw o of us h ave  no proble m s occupying and  
us ing th e  sam e  am ount of living space  use d  by 
s ix pe ople  30 ye ars ago! I value  th e  com m unal 
aspe cts of living in Ce dar Ch ase  as w e ll, it’s  
gre at th at pe ople  are  w illing to put tim e  and  
e ffort into look ing afte r th e  place  and  th e  
inte re sts of th e  pe ople  w h o live  th e re . I re ally 
do find  it h ard  to im agine  living anyw h e re  e lse .

Anne  and Jonath an H anford

Ce dar Ch as e  –  H om e  to Tw o Ge ne rations

Com m unity

Th is is th e  only place  I h ave  ever lived w h ere  
I h ave  k now n th e  nam e  of every re sident.

Andrew  Findlay
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W h at’s in a nam e? "O ld" is a w ord  righ tly 
associated  w ith  m any nam ed  propertie s in 
Taplow  (O ld Cottage , O ld Malt H ouse , O ld 
Rectory, etc.) but O ld Manor H ouse  se em s a bit 
strong for a couple  of farm  
cottage s, joined  togeth e r and 
extended  over m any years.

W e  d on’t b e lie ve  our 
h ous e  w as  e ve r a m anor 
h ouse  but it is  old  and  h as  
q uite  an inte re sting h istory. 
H ow ever, if I w as trying to 
m ak e  a case  for it once  be ing 
th e  Manor H ouse , I could 
m ention a num ber of possible  
qualifications.

Th e  records w e  h ave  go 
back  to 1886 w h en th e  property (k now n th en as 
th e  O ld Manor H ouse ) w as occupied  by a ce rtain 
Baron Roz enk rantz . H ow ever, w e  believe  parts of 
th e  h ouse  to be  at least 200 years older. From  th e  
d e e d s  it is  cle ar th at th e  prope rty includ e d  a 
h ouse , a bak e h ouse  and a sh op, and extended  
over a lot of land, including th e  area now  covered  
by Elm  View  Cottage s, "to a total of 36 pe rch e s". 
Th e re  w e re  seve ral outbuild ings, but only th e  
foundations now  re m ain.

W e  h ave  gh osts. Th e re  is a sm all room  in th e  
m iddle  of th e  h ouse  th at h as no exterior 
w indow s. Many years ago I use d  it as an office  
and I fre quently saw  an elderly lady w alk ing past 
an internal w indow . I subse quently d iscovered  
th at such  a lady h ad  lived and d ie d  in th is very 
room  about 60 years earlie r. Th e re  is also a story 
about a m an w h o fled up th e  ch im ney to e scape  
a pack  of w ild dogs and never cam e  dow n again. 
W e  h ave  not se en h im , but I som etim e s w onder if 
th e  h ow l w e  h ear from  th e  ch im ney w h en I ligh t 
th e  fire  really is caused  by th e  w ind.

W e  h ave  a w ine  cellar. W h en w e  bough t th e  
h ouse  in 19 84, th e  only acce ss to th e  cellar w as 
dow n a flour ch ute  (for th e  bak e h ouse ) in th e  
conse rvatory. Th e  floor w as covered  in earth  and 
you could barely stand uprigh t. My son, R ich ard, 
d iscovered  th e  staircase  but it w as brok en and 
w ent now h e re , so th e  cellar w as d ifficult to 
acce ss. But, w ith  m y love  of collecting fine  w ine , 
it w as only a m atter of tim e  before  I w ould 
attem pt to re store  it. A nd so it w as th at last year 
w e  em ployed  a sm all com pany to give  it a go. 
First of all th ey h ad  to rem ove  20 tons of earth , 
w h ich  w e  believe  w e re  from  th e  construction of 

th e  cottage  "Mysteria" next door. To th e  
am az em ent of all, th ey found a m agnificent brick  
floor unde r tw o fe et of earth  and it w as in very 
good cond ition. Th ey also found several 

intere sting m em entoe s from  
th e  past, including graffiti 
dated  1812 and a be e r bottle  
e m b os s e d  "Langd ons , 
M aid e nh e ad ". Furth e rm ore , 
th ey found a fireplace  and a 
w indow  fram e , ind icating 
th at th e  cellar w as once  above  
ground. W h en I look  around 
m y re stored  w ine  cellar, it 
am use s m e  to th ink  th at m y 
olde st bottle  of port, w h ich  is 
dated 19 00, w ould presum ably 

h ave  be en consid e red  far too young to drink  by 
Baron Roz enk rantz .

W e  h ave  a very old barn, w h ich  is our k itch en 
and h as recently be en re stored. Th e  exposed  oak  
beam s h ave  be en id entifie d  by a naval h istorian 
as particular sections of old naval sh ips. To th ink  
th at th ey m igh t h ave  se en action at Trafalgar… !

O ur garden is on tw o levels, due  pe rh aps to a 
large  d eposit of soil from  th e  Elm  View  footings. 
W e  fre quently d iscover intere sting bits of pottery 
and flintstone  in th e  garden but our greate st 
d iscovery w as m ade  by accident. My w ife , Liz , 
w as collecting m aterial from  th e  com post h eap 
w h en th e  ground gave  w ay and h e r leg 
d isappeared  dow n a h ole  righ t up to h e r h ip. Th e  
h ole  w as th e  opening to an im pre ssive  Victorian 
brick  ce sspit, as confirm ed  later by th e  local 
A rch aeological Society.

Look ing at our h ouse  from  th e  Village  Gre en, 
it is clear from  th e  d e sign of th e  w indow s and th e  
roofline  th at th e  h alf attach ed  to th e  pub w as 
once  part of a block  of four te rraced  cottage s. Th e  
oth e r h alf, h ow ever, is of a quite  d iffe rent de sign 
and w as once  a sh op, as a ph otograph  of th e  
front of our h ouse  dated  1880 clearly sh ow s.

So, if Germ an barons, stable  yards, gh osts, 
barns and old oak  beam s, cellars and ce sspits 
constitute  claim s for th e  existence  of a Manor 
H ouse , w e  h ave  th e  genuine  article. O n th e  oth e r 
h and, I can’t h elp fe eling th at Taplow  Court, 
Cliveden and D orney Court h ave  greater claim s 
and I pe rsonally favour Taplow  Court because  of 
its h istory and its ph ysical position in th e  village.

Alistair Forsyth

Old Manor H ous e , Re ctory Road
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O nce  again, w e  w e re  ve ry 
fortunate  w ith  th e  w e ath e r 
and  e njoye d  a love ly sum m e r 
e ve ning. Th e  b and  w as  a 
s ucce s s , w ith  th e  re gular 
calle r pre se nt again th is  ye ar, 
e ncouraging participation in 
th e  dancing.

St Nicolas  Ch urch  w as  
ve ry  appre ciative  of th e  
opportunity  to us e  th e  
occasion for its raffle  to raise  
fund s for th e  re storation of 
th e  ch urch yard  path . A  total 
of about £2,000 w as raise d  
ove rall, w ith  a substantial 
contribution from  th e  sale  of 
tick e ts at th e  Party.

Th e  atte nd ance  w as  
around  600 pe ople  but tick e t 
sale s  for food  w e re  le ss  th an 
400. Th e  tick e t price  h as  to 
includ e  th e  s ub s tantial 
ove rh e ad  costs  of th e  band , 
insurance , first aid  cove r, e tc. 
Th e  incre as ing te nd e ncy for 
pe ople  to bring th e ir ow n 
food  m e ant th at th e  tak ings  

d id  not cove r th e  total cost, 
and  th e  e ve nt m ad e  a sm all 
loss. W e  are , h ow e ve r, m ost 
appre ciative  of a com m unity 
e ve nts  grant from  South  
Buck s  D i s trict Council, 
w h ich  w ill h e lp to offse t th is  
s h ortfall. Th is  m ay not b e  
availab le  ne xt ye ar so th e  

eve nt cannot continue  m ak ing 
a loss. Th ose  atte nd ing ne e d  
to give  th e i r financial 
support if th e  Village  Gre e n 
Party is  to survive  as  one  of 
th e  fe w  com m unity e ve nts  
in Taplow .

Anne  H anford

Village  Gre e n Party, 17th  June  2006

Dropm ore  Update
Exte rnal w ork  on th e  found ations, ground  
floor and  m e z z anine  floor of D ropm ore  
H ouse  h as  b e e n com ple te d . W ork  is  in 
progre s s  on th e  first floor. Plans subm itte d  for 
a w ork s h op, bat roost and  accom m od ation for 
a m ainte nance  cum  s e curity m an h ave  b e e n 
approve d  by SBD C. Th is  last w as  supporte d  
by th e  Paris h  Council on th e  cond ition th at 
th e  re s id e ntial accom m od ation b e  lim ite d  to 
use  by s e curity and  m ainte nance  pe rsonne l 
only. A ccord ing to th e  arch ite cts  th e  local 
planning auth ority h as  give n notice  th at it 
propose s  to approve  proposals for th e  
re h ab ilitation and  e xte ns ion of Taplow  Lod ge  
(also k now n as  Low e r Lod ge ), w h ich  falls 

w ith in W ycom be  D istrict. Th e  d e s ign of th e  
re h ab ilitate d  Lod ge  re fle cts th e  original 
build ing and  is  m ost appropriate  in th e  vie w  
of th e  D ropm ore  Socie ty.

D e s ign w ork  is  on h and  for th e  re storation 
of O ak  Lod ge  at th e  junction of W ooburn 
Com m on Road  and  D ropm ore  Road . Th e  
curre nt proposal is  to re store  th e  Lod ge  to its  
original d e s ign, for w h ich  th e  arch ite cts  h ave  
obtaine d  d raw ings  from  th e  Britis h  Library, 
and  to includ e  a conte m porary e xte ns ion. 
Proposals h ave  ye t to b e  d iscuss e d  w ith  th e  
D ropm ore  Socie ty and  subm itte d  to SBD C.

Bernard  Trevallion
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My inte re st in th e  Village  Gre en tre e s occurre d  
as  a re sult of a M aid e n h e ad  Adve rtise r article , 
w h ich  spok e  of an event "unde r th e  oak s on th e  
Village  Gre en". I took  a d egre e  in botany m any 
years ago, and  alth ough  taxonom y w as not m y 
speciality, I d id  not th ink  th e re  w e re  any oak s on 
Taplow  Village  Gre en.

I w as righ t and  w rong; th e re  are  not oak s, 
but th e re  is  an  oak ; and  in w ande ring around  
th e  Gre en look ing at th e  tre e s, I w as struck  by 
th e ir am az ing variety. Th e re  are  not m any of 
th em , but th e re  are  over 12 d iffe rent specie s, one  
of th em  ve ry unusual. Th ey could form  a useful 
nature  le sson for th e  ch ildren at St Nicolas 
Sch ool, e specially as one  h as e d ible  be rrie s and  
one  is so poisonous th at anyone  e ating its fruit 
w ould re q uire  im m e d iate  treatm ent w ith  a 
stom ach  pum p at W exh am  Park  H ospital!

Th e  Gre en w as originally part of Glebe  Farm  
and h ad  farm  buildings on it. It w as purch ased  
by Eton Rural D istrict Council as a re sult of a 
cam paign by local re sid ents to prevent h ouse s 
be ing built th e re. It is now  leased  by South  Buck s 
D istrict Council to th e  Parish  Council, w h o 
cleared  th e  buildings, alth ough  m uch  of th e  
rubble  w as grasse d  over, w h ich  accounts for th e  
poor state  of th e  grass in som e  place s.

Th ere  are  tw o clum ps of sycam ore  tre e s (Acer 
pseudoplatanus), one  on th e  righ t of th e  road 
leading to th e  sch ool, and one  in th e  m iddle of th e  
Eastern Gre en, w h ich  appear to be  self-se eded. All 
th e  oth er tre e s appear to h ave  be en planted.

If w e  tak e  th e  W e ste rn Gre en first, th is h as 
only th re e  tre e s. Th e  oak  (Quercus petrea) is  not 
th e  English  oak  but th e  le ss com m on D urm ast 
oak , or Se ss ile  oak , so-called  because  th e  acorns 
do not h ave  stalk s. Th e re  is  also a coppe r be ech  
(Fagus sylvatica), w ith  its re dd ish  coppe r-
coloure d  leave s. Th e  oth e r tre e  is  a tulip tre e  
(Liriodendron tulipifera), w h ich  h as beautiful 
gre enish -yellow  tulip-lik e  flow e rs in th e  spring 
and  curiously lobed  leave s. It is related  to (but 
d iffe rent from ) th e  m agnolia w ith  its pink ish -
w h ite  tulip flow e rs, w h ich  is  also often (but 
e rroneously) called  th e  tulip tre e.

Th e  Easte rn Gre en h as, in front of th e  ch urch , 
a m agnificent London plane  (Platanus acerifolia), 
probably planted  w h e n th e  ch urch  w as built 
and  th e refore  about 150 years old. Next to it, 
along th e  H igh  Stre et, are  tw o lim e  tre e s (Tilia 
vulgaris), and  anoth e r sycam ore. In front of th e  
Sch ool H ouse  is  th e  gracefully sh ape d  black  
locust tre e  (Robinia pseudoacacia), w ith  its brigh t 
gre e n pinnate  le ave s , and  in th e  ce ntre  of 
th e  Gre e n is  a h ors e  ch e stnut (Ae sculus 
h ippocastanum ), pre sum ably planted  before  it 
w as realise d  w h at a dange r conk e r-playing w as 
to ch ildren. O n Rectory Road  is th e  tre e  w h ich , 
th ough  h aving ve ry beautiful pendulous 
flow e rs and  pea-lik e  pods, is  poisonous, th e  
laburnum  (Laburnum  anagyroid e s) refe rre d  to 
above. Th e re  is  also a silver b irch  (Betula 
pendula) w ith  its beautiful silver bark , and  a 
m ountain ash  (Sorbus aucuparia), w h ich  bears 
w h ite  flow e rs and  re d  be rrie s.

Finally, th e re  is  th e  m ost unusual tre e  of 
all, oppos ite  th e  O ak  and  Saw , a w h ite  
m ulbe rry (M orus alba), a native  of North e rn 
Ch ina, w h ich  h as  succule nt w h itis h -pink  
fruit, d e licious  to e at or to m ak e  into jam . 
Th e  m ore  usual m ulbe rry (its e lf not ve ry 
com m on) is  th e  black  m ulbe rry (M orus n igra) 
–  no political corre ctne s s  in botany! –  w h ich  
h as  th e  fam iliar, d ark  re d /black  b e rrie s. 
Curiously, th e  Paris h  Council h ave  re ce ntly 
plante d  anoth e r w h ite  m ulbe rry ne xt to it, 
suppos e d ly b e caus e  th e  original tre e  w as  
d ying, alth ough  it s e e m s  ve ry h e alth y to m e .

So th e re  w e  are : th e  Village  Gre e n and  its  
native  and  e xotic tre e s. Pe rh aps  th e  Paris h  
Council s h ould  lab e l th e m  so th e y can b e  
b e tte r appre ciate d .

Joh n H anford

Th e  Tre e s  of th e  Village  Gre e n

W h ite  m ulbe rry fruit
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A  cond ition for th e  re d eve lopm e nt of th e  
Canad ian R e d  Cross H ospital s ite  at Clive d e n 
state s th at add itional vis ib ility splays for 
ve h icle  d rive rs m ust be  cre ate d  at th e  e ntrance  
in ord e r for d rive rs le aving th e  s ite  to be  able  
to se e  oncom ing traffic from  th e  north  for a 
sufficie nt d istance  for safe ty as th e y pull out. 
In ord e r to provid e  e nough  vis ib ility, th e  brow  
of Clive d e n Road  to th e  north  of th e  e ntrance  
m ust be  low e re d  by about one  m e tre  at th e  
m axim um  point: h e nce  th e  curre nt closure  of 
Clive d e n Road.

Th e  road  h as b e e n close d  for 16 w e e k s  from  
June  19 th  and  w ill re -ope n m id  to e nd  of 
Se pte m b e r. Th e  build ing of th e  135 h om e s  
(w ith  a cond ition th at at le ast one  occupant 
m ust b e  ove r 55 ye ars  old ) w ill b e gin in 
O ctobe r. Th e re  w ill be  a com m unity build ing, 
a m e d ical build ing and  a sports h all w ith  gym  
on th e  s ite , and  it is  e nvisage d  th at th e  e state  
m anage r’s  office  w ill provid e  a m od e st 
s h opping facility for bare  e sse ntials.

Th e  first new  h om e s are  sch e dule d  to be  
available  in June  next ye ar and  th e  se lling 
age nts w ill be  Frosts. A  broch ure  w ill be  
available  from  th e  e nd  of August.

Euan Felton

Th e  A nnual Ge ne ral Me e ting of th e  H itch am  
and  Taplow  Pre se rvation Socie ty w ill tak e  
place  at 8pm  on Friday O ctobe r 13th  at th e  
Taplow  Village  Ce ntre , H igh  Stre e t, Taplow . A  
d e taile d  age nda is  e nclose d  in th is  New sle tte r.

Th e  Com m itte e  i s  ve ry k e e n to re ce ive  
s ugge stions  from  m e m b e rs  and  pote ntial 
m e m b e rs  as  to w h at th e y w ant from  th e  
Socie ty and  w h at ch ange s  in its  aim s  and  
ope ration m igh t b e  re q uire d . W e  are  
particularly inte re ste d  in attracting m ore  
younge r re s id e nts and  th ose  w h o h ave  re ce ntly 
arrive d  in Taplow . Ple ase  e ncourage  any of 
your ne igh bours  w h o are  not curre ntly 
m e m be rs  to com e  to th e  AGM. Th ey m ay join 
at th e  m e e ting if th e y w is h . More  active  
m e m be rs  are  ne e d e d  to se cure  th e  future  of th e  
Socie ty, w h ateve r form  it m ay tak e . Most 

urge ntly, no nom inations h ave  be e n re ce ive d  so 
far for anyone  to tak e  ove r as Se cre tary.

If you h ave  any id e as th at you w ould  lik e  
include d  in th e  d iscuss ions, ple ase  se nd  th e m  
to th e  Se cre tary:
Je re m y Vanstone , 8 Stock w e lls, Taplow  SL6 0D B
e -m ail: je re m y.vanstone @btope nw orld.com
or post th e m  on our w e b  s ite :
w w w .taplow socie ty.org.uk

Nom inations for th e  Pre s id e nt, Ch airm an, 
Se cre tary and  com m itte e  m e m be rs  s h ould  also 
be  se nt as soon as poss ible  to th e  Se cre tary, 
Je re m y Vanstone , d e tails as above . Ple ase  
e nsure  nom ine e s  are  m e m be rs  of th e  Socie ty 
and  are  w illing to stand. Th ey s h ould  h ave  a 
propose r and  a se cond e r.

Anne  H anford

Clive de n Road

Com e  to th e  AGM!

Joh n H anford  h as one  of th e se  at th e  bottom  of 
h is  gard e n.

Th e  R e eve s Muntjak  or "bark ing d e e r" is  
native  to South -East A s ia, but is  now  th e  m ost 
com m on d e e r in England  as a re sult of seve ral 
e scape s from  captivity in th e  past 80 ye ars.

Muntjak



Autum n 2006 Page  12 H itch am  and  Taplow  Pre se rvation Socie ty

Th e  Planning and  Com pulsory Purch ase  Act 
2004 re q uire s  th e  South  Buck s D istrict Council 
(SBD C) to produce  a Local D eve lopm e nt 
Fram ew ork  (LD F) to re place  th e  curre nt South  
Buck s D istrict Local Plan w h ich  w as adopte d  
in 19 9 9 .

Th e  LD F is  to com pris e  a s e rie s  of Local 
D e ve lopm e nt D ocum e nts  (LD D s), w h ich  w ill 
se t out w h e re  d e ve lopm e nt w ill be  allow e d  to 
tak e  place , th e  stand ard s  th at w ill be  applie d  
w h e n cons id e ring propos als  for ne w  
d e ve lopm e nts  and  h ow  th e  e nvironm e nt w ill 
be  safe guard e d  for future  ge ne rations.

Th e  Act re q uire s  SBD C to involve  local 
com m unitie s  at eve ry stage  of producing th e  
LD F and  at eve ry stage  of th e  im ple m e ntation 
of th e  LD F th rough  th e  consid e ration and  th e  
approval or re je ction of planning applications.

Th e  A ct re q uire s  th e  proce s s e s  and  
m e th od s  of involving local com m unitie s  to 
b e  s e t out in a State m e nt of Com m unity 
Involve m e nt (SCI). Th e re fore  th e  SCI is  
param ount in th e  consultation proce s s  to 
prod uce  th e  LD F.

In January SBD C publish e d  a first d raft SCI 
w ith  an invitation to "com m unity groups, 
stak e h olde rs and  th e  public" to expre ss  th e ir 
vie w s. Th e  d raft re fe rs  to pre lim inary 
consultations in e arly 2005 "w ith  Tow n/Paris h  
Councils, adjoining Local Planning 
Auth oritie s, k e y stak e h olde rs, organisations 
and  statutory bod ie s".

Taplow  Paris h  Council (TPC), Taplow  
Paris h  Plan Im ple m e ntation and  Monitoring 
Group (IM G), H itch am  and  Taplow  
Pre se rvation Socie ty (H TPS), Ellington Road  
and  D istrict R e s id e nts’ A s sociation (ED R A ), 
and  Ce d ar Ch as e  R e s id e nts’ Socie ty (CCR S) 
re spond e d  to th e  invitation for com m e nts  
and  sugge stions.

SBD C publis h e d  a state m e nt giving 
answ e rs  to m ost of th e  points  th at h ad  b e e n 
rais e d  in th e  re spons e s  acce pting a fe w  
re lative ly m inor com m e nts  but re je cting th e  
m ajor sugge stions.

Th e  Act re q uire s  SBD C to subm it a final 
draft SCI to th e  Se cre tary of State  for 
Exam ination for "soundne ss" by an Inspe ctor 
appointe d  by th e  Planning Inspe ctorate . SBD C 
w ill be  re q uire d  to m ak e  any ch ange s 
stipulate d  by th e  Inspe ctor and  to adopt th e  
revise d  SCI. Th e n SBD C m ust ab id e  by th e  SCI 
in pre paring Local D eve lopm e nt D ocum e nts 
and  in consid e ring planning applications.

Th e  pub lic w as  invite d  to m ak e  
re pre se ntations on th e  final draft SCI for 
consid e ration by th e  Inspe ctor and  to re q ue st 
to spe ak  at th e  Exam ination. TPC, IMG, H TPS, 
ED R A, CCR S and  seve ral Taplow  re s id e nts 
h ave  m ad e  re pre se ntations w ith  re q ue sts to 
atte nd  and/or to spe ak  at th e  Exam ination.

Taplow  re pre se ntations are  m uch  conce rne d  
w ith  th e  d ism iss ive  attitud e  to Paris h  Plans 
e nsh rine d  in th e  SCI and  w ith  th e  le ad ing role  
of une le cte d  bod ie s  in th e  form ulation of 
policie s  for future  LD D s.

Th e  state d  inte nt at m any points w ith in th e  
SCI to tak e  action or to im part inform ation "as 
appropriate " e spe cially in th e  context of th e  
ph rase s  "to re duce  consultation fatigue " and  
"th e  nature  and  com plexity of th e  subje ct 
m atte rs" h e igh te ns th e se  conce rns.

Th e  stre ngth  of th e s e  conce rns  le ad s  to th e  
pe rce ption th at th e  d e m ocratic structure  of 
e le cte d  and  accountable  Paris h  Councils  w ill 
b e  ignore d  and  th e  role  of th e  Local Strate gic 
Partne rs h ip, th e  Citiz e n Pane l and  oth e r 
appointe d  bod ie s  w ill b e  a m e ans  of 
e ngine e ring th e  proce s s  of com m unity 
involve m e nt to prod uce  a pre -d e te rm ine d  
re sult.

Th e  re pre se ntations d e tail ch ange s to th e  
SCI w h ich , if acce pte d  by th e  Inspe ctor, w ill 
re duce  th e  conce rn by a d e gre e  of m agnitud e .

A s th is  New sle tte r goe s to pre ss  it is  
d is h e arte ning th at th e  im m e d iate  re sponse  of 
th e  Inspe ctor to th e  re pre se ntations is  a form  
le tte r atte m pting to d iscourage  re q ue sts to 
atte nd  th e  Exam ination.

Karl Law rence

Taplow  representations  are  
m uch  concerned w ith  th e  

dism is s ive attitude  to Paris h  
Plans ens h rined in th e  SCI

SCI: State m e nt of Com m unity Involve m e nt
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Th e  new  planning law s th at w e re  recently 
im plem ented  now  grant special pow ers to our 
planning office rs. Ind ividual planning office rs 
are  allow ed  unde r d elegated  auth ority to 
approve  a very w id e  range  of planning 
applications w ith out refe rence  to th e  Planning 
Com m itte e. Th e  significance  of th is ch ange  is 
th at m any applications, w h ich  are  controversial 
and strongly opposed  by th e  public, can be  
approved by a planning office r w ith out th e  
add itional protection of th e  application be ing 
review ed  by your elected  repre sentative. Th e  
reasons given by th e  Governm ent in introducing 
th is ch ange  w as to spe ed  up th e  proce ss. Th e  
Governm ent target w as for at least 9 0% of all 
applications to be  d ealt w ith  in th is w ay.

A llow  m e  to q uote  a few  of th e  rule s:
A 1(a) A ny application m ay be  auth orise d  by 

th e  planning office r... w h e re  no m ate rial 
obje ctions h ave  be e n re ce ive d. (W h at 
constitute s "m aterial" and w h o d ecid e s w h eth e r 
th e  term  applie s?)

A 1(c) A ny application m ay b e  auth oris e d  by 
th e  planning office r... for liste d  build ings  
or Conse rvation A re as  notw ith stand ing 
any obje ctions  th at m ay h ave  b e e n re ce ive d  
–  subje ct only to th e  conse rvation office r 
find ing th e  proposal acce ptable . (Th is rule  
sugge sts w e  n e e d  to m ak e  sure  w e  h ave  a good  
relation sh ip w ith  our con se rvation  office r. 
W e  h ad  w ith  our last on e  but un fortun ately 

h e  h as n ow  le ft an d  n ot be e n  re place d  to m y 
k n ow le d ge .)

A 1(i) Subje ct to (l) be low ... [th e  planning office r 
m ay] approve  any application re gardle ss  of 
any obje ctions re ce ive d  in re spe ct of:
• H ouse h olde r d eve lopm e nt, e xte ns ions, 

conse rvatorie s, e tc.
• D eve lopm e nts of up to nine  dw e llings 

(So, apparently, th e  plann ing officers can 
sim ply ignore  our objections.)

A 1(l) Th e  d elegated  auth ority cannot be  
exe rcise d  in any case  w h e re  a m em be r of th e  
Com m itte e  h as specifically re que sted, for 
sound policy reasons, th at th e  m atter be  
refe rred  to th e  Com m itte e  for dete rm ination, 
and th at such  re que st h as be en notifie d  to th e  
planning office rs w ith in 21 days of th e  
application be ing registe red. (You w ill h ave 
noticed th e caveat "for sound policy reasons". D oes 
our district councillor th en h ave to argue w ith  th e 
planning officer about w h ich  policy h e or sh e is 
intervening under?)
Th is  incre ase  in th e  pow e rs  of th e  

bure aucracy to control our live s can only be  
m itigate d  by m ak ing sure  th at w h e re  you h ave  
s ignificant obje ctions to any application you 
m ak e  contact w ith  your d istrict councillor –  in 
our case  Ge orge  Sandy –  to gain h is  support in 
figh ting your corne r of England.

Fred  Russell

Th e  Pow e rs  of De le gation

Th e re  are  re lative ly few  applications of s ignificance  th is  tim e  round  but a few  stand  out as w orth  a 
m e ntion.

06/0109 8/FUL O ld  Court H ote l, Bath  Road. R e d eve lopm e nt of th e  s ite  to provid e  27 se rvice  
apartm e nts.
Last tim e  round th is d eveloper (Asif H ussain) w as granted  pe rm ission to replace  th e  old h otel w ith  a block  of 
11 flats. Th is late st application is a gross over-inten sification of th is site .
06/01064/EUC W indrush , Bath  Road. Ce rtificate  of law fulne ss  for e xisting use  of th e  car park .
I se em  to be  out of touch  h e re : doe s th is m ean W indrush , w h o se em  intent on d igging-in  in  th e  face  of th e  St 
Regis upcom ing applications, are  park ing illegally?
06/00651/FUL Corne rw ays, R ive r Road. R e te ntion of boat land ing stage  and  m ooring.
Th is is th e  site  w h e re  M aid en h ead  Row ing Club w ere  proposing to build a boat rack .

Planning applications
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Follow ing a re ce nt application to build  400 
new  h ouse s  on a d isuse d  R A F s ite  in 
O xford sh ire , th e  is sue  of infrastructure  arose , 
particularly in re gard  to se w age  d isposal. It 
w as e stim ate d  by th e  local w ate r provid e r th at 
it w ould  cost th e m  ove r £1 m illion to provid e  
th e  re source s re q uire d , w h ich  th e y re fuse d  to 
spe nd. Th e  d eve lope r is  still arguing w ith  th e m .

Th e  South -East England  R e gional A sse m bly 
(SEER A ) is  planning to build  80,000 h ouse s  in 
th e  south  of H am psh ire , but th e re  are  no plans 
to im prove  th e  e xisting infrastructure , w h ich  is  
alre ady at bre ak ing point. Ruth  Ke lly h as now  
incre ase d  th is  num be r to a m ind -boggling 
146,000. Th e re  w as alre ady m ass ive  opposition 
to th e  80,000 but SEER A  d e cid e d  to oppose  
only th e  new  figure , th us appe aring to be  on 
th e  s id e  of th e  re s id e nts but e ffe ctive ly 
d ive rting atte ntion aw ay from  th e  80,000. Ne at. 
SEER A, our new  –  une le cte d  –  R e gional 
A sse m bly cove rs both  O xford sh ire  and  
H am psh ire , not to m e ntion Ke nt, e tc. Ye t th is  is  
th e  organisation th at w ill m ak e  d e cis ions about 
our local e nvironm e nt, k now ing little  or 
noth ing about our ne e d s  in little  Taplow .

Tak e  a m om e nt to th ink  about th e se  figure s  
and  th e  infrastructure  ne e d e d  to support th e m . 
At a m e e ting to explain th e  South -East Plan to 
th e  Ch ilte rn Socie ty, a Buck s County planning 
ch ie f e stim ate d  th e  cost of infrastructure  to be  
about £38,000 to £40,000 pe r h ouse . Look ing at 
our little  d eve lopm e nt in O xford sh ire  (above ) 
th is  com e s  to about £15 m illion. A nd  for th e  
80,000 in H am psh ire , th e  figure  is  lik e ly to be  
£3,000 m illion! A  b it clos e r to h om e , th e  
add itional h ouse s  at Clive d e n and  D ropm ore  
s h ould  be  supporte d  by about £7 m illion-w orth  
of ad d itional infrastructure  fund ing. Th ink  
ab out th e  m ind - b oggling total for th e  
m as s ive  b uild ing program m e  th at th i s  
Gove rnm e nt is  planning to unle as h  on th e  
South -East as  a w h ole .

Infrastructure , of course , is  th e  provis ion of 
th e  se rvice s  ne e d e d  to support pe ople  living in 
a particular locale  and  include s, inte r-alia: 

h ospital and  sch ool place s (w ith  a concom itant 
supply of doctors, nurse s, auxiliarie s, te ach e rs  
and  so on), utility supply (w ate r, s e w age , 
gas , e le ctricity, te le com m unications), road  
m ainte nance  and  upgrad e s, policing, w aste  
d isposal, public transport, e tc., e tc. Th is  rath e r 
vague  te rm  actually d e fine s  our country. Th e  
q uality of our life  is  cond itional upon an 
ad e q uate  publicly provid e d  infrastructure .

Today w e  are  in an e ra of Gove rnm e nt 
control of build ing program m e s. Be cause  of 
d e m ograph ic and  social ch ange s, vast tracts of 
land  scatte re d  all ove r th e  South -East are  b e ing 
e arm ark e d  to absorb h undre d s of th ousand s of 
h ouse s  and  office  space s, w h ich  m e ans pe ople , 
w h ich  m e ans facilitie s. Th e  R A F s ite  in 
O xford sh ire  q uite  poss ibly h as inad e q uate  gas, 
w ate r, pow e r –  you nam e  it, it’s  probably not 
up to scratch . So w h e re  is  th e  e stim ate  of th e  
slack  in th e  publicly provid e d  and  m aintaine d  
infrastructure  th at pe rm its a private  com pany 
to blith e ly propose  an e state  of 400 h om e s w ith  
poss ibly 1,000 pe ople  living th e re ?

Th e  cost is  of course  d ivid e d  be tw e e n 
capital expe nd iture  and  m ainte nance /running 
cost. W e  h ave  to assum e  th at th e  utility 
com panie s  h ave  se t as id e  sufficie nt re se rve s for 
fore se e able  ch ange s to th e ir supply position, 
but d id  th e y fore se e  th e  pre se nt gove rnm e nt-
ge ne rate d  d e m and? Th ey can of course  claim  
back  th e  m ainte nance , running costs and  
capital levy from  us, so th e y don’t re ally w orry. 
O r do th e y? No re sponsible  utility com pany 
can be  h appy to se e  th e ir asse ts d e pre ciate  
be yond  e conom ic use . It doe sn’t h e lp th at 
utilitie s  are  now  in private  ow ne rsh ip and  
th e re  i s  a natural conflict b e tw e e n 
s h are h olde rs’ and  use rs’ inte re sts. Norm ally a 
location w ill expe rie nce  cre e ping d eve lopm e nt, 
a few  h ouse s  h e re  and  th e re ; a sm all e state  
springs up now  and  again and , som e h ow , th e  
infrastructure  cope s. But th e  d eve lope rs’ 

ch arte r calle d  th e  South -East Plan ch ange s th e  
picture  d ram atically. So, are  w e , th e  taxpaye rs 
of England , e xpe cte d  to q uie tly fork  out th e  
add itional b illions ne e d e d  to fund  th is  

Th e cost of infrastructure :
ab out £38,000 to £40,000

per h ouse

Th e  South -East Plan ch anges  
th e  picture  dram atically

Infras tructure  - W h o Pays ?



H itch am  and  Taplow  Pre se rvation Socie ty Autum n 2006 Page  15

infrastructure  e xplosion, w h ich  w ill h e lp 
private  d eve lope rs to be com e  e xtre m e ly rich ?

More ove r, th e re  is  anoth e r is sue  h e re  th at 
ne e d s  addre ss ing. W h e re  is  th e  m e ch anism  in 
th e  planning proce ss  th at pe rm its planning 
office rs  to prope rly asse ss  th e  im pact of 
d e ve lopm e nt on th e  infrastructure ? Th e  
pre s e nt s yste m  as sum e s  th e  infrastructure  
to b e  availab le  and  ab le  to cope  w ith  ne w  
planning pe rm is s ions. Th is  le ave s  th e  
provid e rs  of s e rvice s  w ith  th e  prob le m  of 
h aving to m e e t th e  ne e d s  of th e  incom ing 
population. W h at sort of d e m and  i s  th e  
St R e gis  s ite  d e ve lopm e nt going to m ak e  on 
infrastructure ?

Th e  te rm  "sustainab ility" h as b e e n h i-jack e d  
as a catch all w ord  to cove r m any th ings it w as 
not coine d  to re pre se nt. To paraph rase  th e  R io 
Confe re nce  d e finition, "Sustainab ility is  about 
so m anaging th e  e arth ’s  re source s th at our 
grandch ildre n w ill not h ave  cause  to h ate  us". 
Th is  d e finition is  a long w ay from  from  th e  
Clive d e n inte rpre tation but, s ince  it’s  in 
com m on use , le t’s  continue  w ith  it. Th e  South -
East Plan and  all inte rm e d iate  planning 
docum e nts dow n to th e  new  Local Plan do not 
spe cifically ad d re s s  th e  provis ion of 
infrastructure . Th e  assum ption im plicit in 
th e se  plans is  th at infrastructure  alre ady e xists 
or w ill exist.

Th e re  s h ould  be  a m ore  structure d  
approach  th at re q uire s  spe culative  d eve lope rs 
to id e ntify and  pay for th e  infrastructure  
ne e d e d  to support th e ir build ing program m e s. 
Th e  £38,000 m e ntione d  as th e  infrastructure  
cost at th e  b e ginning of th is  article  w as 
obviously base d  on som e  algorith m  and  
sugge sts th at som e body h as done  th e ir 
h om e w ork  on th e  proble m . O ne  pos s ib ility 
is  th at infrastructure  could  b e  as s e s s e d  for 
cost re cove ry accord ing to its "d istance " from  
th e  action. W e  m igh t d e fine  th e  band s of 
re sponsib ility as d ire ct, se condary and  te rtiary 
infras tructure . A n e xam ple  of d i re ct 

infrastructure  i s  th e  provis ion of m ains  
w ate r to a ne w  d e ve lopm e nt, s uch  as  
Clive d e n. In th i s  cas e  th e  d e ve lope r i s  
e xpe cte d  to pay. Se condary infrastructure  
involve s lim ite d  capital expe nd iture , such  as 
e xpansion of se w age  tre atm e nt or re -routing of 
w ate r supplie s  (such  as th e  filch ing of our 
w ate r north w ard s last ye ar) –  a s ituation th at 
arise s  due  to incre ase d  ove rall d e m and  w h ich  
cannot be  laid  at th e  doors of any particular 
d eve lope r. Te rtiary infrastructure  is  on a m uch  
large r scale  and  is  th e  re sult of social and  
d e m ograph ic pre ssure s  and  include s proje cts 
such  as w id e ning m otorw ays, a m uch -ne e d e d  
w ate r grid , or a re build  of th e  London w ate r 
d isposal syste m . Th is, of course , h as to be  paid  
for at gove rnm e nt le ve l, prob ab ly in 
com b ination w ith  th e  local auth oriti e s . 
Unfortunate ly th is  s e e m s to m e an th at th e  
d e ve lope r ge ts  aw ay w ith  only d ire ct 
infrastructure  costs, le aving you and  m e  to foot 
th e  b ill for all th e  re st.

Th is  le ave s a gaping h ole  in th e  re cove ry of 
se condary costs. Is  th is  is  a ch alle nge  for th e  
South -East R e gion to m e e t? For instance , e ach  
planning application could  be  accom panie d  by 
a Ce rtificate  of Infrastructure  Com pliance , 
w h ich  th e  d e ve lope r is  re spons ible  for 
acq uiring. Th e  ce rtificate  w ould  h ave  to b e  
approve d  by, say, all utility com panie s, county 
traffic auth oritie s, e tc., e ffe ctive ly ce rtifying 
th at th e  d eve lopm e nt w ill e ith e r h ave  no 
im pact on existing infrastructure  or e stim ating 
th e  cost of provid ing it (w itne ss  th e  O xford  
case  above ). If th e re  w e re  an add itional cost, 
th e n an appropriate  levy w ould  be  ch arge d  to 
th e  d eve lope r, payable  to th e  utility, and  ring-
fenced  to ensure  it w ould be  appropriately use d.

Acce pting th at th is  article  is  a b it of a rant, 
th e  facts d e m and  th at som e  action is  tak e n to 
corre ct th is  s e rious lack  of forw ard  
infrastructure  planning.

Fred  Russell

W h ere  is  th e  m ech anism  in th e  
planning process  to properly 

asse s s  th e  im pact of 
developm ent on th e  

infrastructure?

Sustainab ility is  ab out so 
m anaging th e  earth ’s  

re sources  th at our 
grandch ildren w ill not h ave 

cause  to h ate us



It is  w ith  gre at sadne ss  th at I h ave  to re port th e  
d e ath  of our Vice  Pre s id e nt, Lincoln Le e .

Lincoln se rve d  as a bom be r pilot in Egypt, 
Libya and  Tunis ia, and  th e n m ove d  on th rough  
Italy. O n h is  re turn to th e  UK, w h ile  base d  in 
Bristol, h e  m e t h is  future  w ife , H e le n, w h o w as 
nurs ing w ith  th e  QA R NC. H e  k new  instantly 
th at sh e  w as th e  girl h e  
w as going to m arry. A s 
h e  som etim e s rem ark e d , 
h e  w as unusual in avi-
ation –  "m arrie d  for 60 
ye ars A ND  to th e  sam e  
w om an!" H e  w as d e -
m obbe d  in 19 46. D uring 
th e  next few  ye ars h e  
flew  York s  (adapte d  
Lancaste rs) for Britis h  
South  Am erican A irw ays. 
In 19 49  th e  airline  w as 
tak e n ove r by BOAC 
and  h e  continue d  flying 
A rgonauts. H e  th e n 
m ad e  th e  conve rs ion to 
Britannias, tak ing part 
in th e ir proving fligh ts 
in A frica, and  ass iste d  
in th e  aircraft’s  first 
trans-Atlantic cross ing. 
H e  subse q ue ntly flew  
Com e ts and  eve ntually 
Boe ing 707s.

H e  and  H e le n 
bough t Low e r Lodge , at 
th e  foot of Be rry H ill, in 
19 47. Th e ir first son, Ne il, w as born in 19 48 and  
Nick  tw o ye ars late r. In 19 51, th e  fam ily m ove d  
to Maid e nh e ad  w h e re  th e y h ad  bough t Th e  
Croft, a large  Victorian h ouse  on R ay Park  
Road , w h e re  th e y live d  for 13 ye ars. D ougal 
w as born in 19 59 .

In th e  pre ce d ing ye ars, Lincoln h ad  w ritte n 
article s on aviation for num e rous publications. 
In 19 62, h is  first book , Th re e  D im en sion ed  D ark -
n e ss, w as publish e d. O th e r book s  follow e d. In 
19 64, th e  fam ily m ove d  to Be rinus, w h ich  th e y 
built in an old  w alle d  gard e n in Taplow .

In 19 65, Lincoln gave  up flying b e cause  of 
e ye s igh t proble m s  but 
th e  loss  of h is  lice nce  
m e ant th e  b e ginning of 
a ne w  care e r. In May of 
th at ye ar, h e  starte d  
w ork ing for th e  te ch nic-
al d ire ctorate  of IATA  
carrying re spons ib ility 
for North  A m e rica and  
th e  North  A tlantic.

H e  and  H e le n in-
volve d  th e m s e lve s 
d e e ply in life  in Taplow  
village . H e  w as a sch ool 
gove rnor, and  afte r 
ye ars of active  involve -
m e nt, be cam e  Pre s id e nt 
of th e  Pre s e rvation 
Soci e ty. D uring th i s  
tim e , h e  re gularly w rote  
inform ative  am us ing 
article s  for h i s  ow n 
colum n in th e  new sletter, 
k now n as "Lincoln’s  
Corne r".

Lincoln w as  a w on-
d e rful h usband , fath e r, 
grand fath e r, gre at-

grandfath e r and  ne igh bour, and  a frie nd  to 
m any. H e  w as w ise , consid e rate , th ough tful, 
e rud ite  and  w itty. W e  all fe e l ve ry privile ge d  to 
h ave  k now n h im . H e  w ill be  gre atly m isse d.

Eva Lipm an

Lincoln Le e : 7 January 19 22 –  1 May 2006

Ed itor: Fre d  Russe ll
W h ite  H e ath , Ellington Road , Taplow , Buck s, SL6 0A X. Te l 01628 672457

E-m ail: e d itor@taplow socie ty.org.uk
Unle ss oth e rw ise  state d , th e  vie w s e xpre sse d  in th is  new sle tte r are  not ne ce ssarily th ose  of th e  Socie ty or its Com m itte e .

Th e  New sle tte r is  publish e d  by th e  H itch am  and  Taplow  Pre se rvation Socie ty.
Pre pare d  for printing by A ndrew  Findlay us ing Scribus, Linux, and  Th e  Gim p

Printe d  by Mich ae l Burbridge  Lim ite d




