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Editorial

W ith out doubt, th e  k ey event since  th e  last issue  
is th e  significant victory w e  ach ieved  at th e  
Public Inquiry into th e  Cliveden affair. W e  all d id  
w ell and th e  National Trust w e re  forced  to th ink  
again and accept th at th ey w e re  w rong to put 
profit before  th e  w ellbe ing of th e  local peasantry. 
W h ile  tech nically it w as th e  D istrict Council w h o 
h eld th e ir ne rve  and refused  th e  application to 
build 19 1 h ouse s on th e  Canad ian Red  Cross 
H ospital site , th e re  can be  no que stion but th at 
th e ir back bone  w as  stiffe ne d  by th e  ve ry 
vocife rous and intelligent cam paign w aged  by 
th e  th e  people  of Taplow , and your Society w as 
righ t in th e re  w ith  th em  all. Even so, togeth e r 
w ith  th e  D ropm ore  Estate , w e  still end  up w ith  
about 19 0 m ore  h ouse s - about a 25% increase  on 
th e  parish  h ousing stock .

For th e  first tim e  grassroots opinion is  b e ing 
form ally sough t by th e  D istrict Council in th e  
pre paration of a new  Local Plan w h ich  w ill 
gove rn our e nvironm e nt for m any ye ars to 
com e . Th e se  opinions w ill be  e m be dd e d  in a 
docum e nt calle d  a State m e nt of Com m unity 
Involve m e nt w h ich  is  now  a statutory part of 
th e  of d eve lopm e nt of th e  Local Plan. O ur 
input is  in th e  form  of a Taplow  Paris h  Plan 
m anage d  by Profe ssor Trevallion on be h alf of 
th e  Paris h  Council. To th at e nd , volunte e rs  
from  m any se ctions of th e  com m unity w ork e d  
on th e  pre paration of th is  plan, w h ich  
re pre se nts our vis ion of w h at’s ne e d e d  to 

m aintain or im prove  our w ay of life . Th is  
Paris h  Plan h as now  be e n form ally adopte d  by 
th e  Paris h  Council and  se e m s to h ave  caugh t 
th e  D istrict Council on th e  back  foot, e spe cially 
s ince  w e  are  th e  only paris h  to produce  such  a 
care fully re se arch e d  and  com pre h e ns ive  input 
to th e  D istrict Council’s d e libe rations about th e  
future  of th e  D istrict. Th e  re sult of th is  
initiative  of ours is  th at oth e r paris h e s  are  
us ing our plan as a m od e l! Congratulations are  
due  to all th ose  w h o h ave  give n so fre e ly of 
th e ir tim e  for th e  com m on good.

W e  m ay only just be  in tim e  to ge t our 
voice s  h e ard , for th e  Krak e n h as aw ok e n! 
D .S.Sm ith , th e  ow ne r of som e  48 acre s  of prim e  
Taplow  rive rs id e , w h ich  include s St R e gis  
Pape r Mills, Sk indle s, W indrush  e tc., h as 
d e cid e d  finally to do som e th ing w ith  th is  
inve stm e nt. To th at e nd  th e y h ave  initiate d  
d iscuss ions w ith  th e  native s on w h at w e  th ink  
w ould  be  an acce ptable  future  use  of th at land. 
W e  trust th e y are  se rious. W ith  th e  k ind  of 
m oney th at m ust be  at stak e  h e re  w e  can 
expe ct som e  inte re sting tim e s  ah e ad.

W e  m ust h ope  th at h aving m e e tings w ith  
th e  locals w ill not be  just to sh ow  h ow  caring 
th e y are  about our fe e lings, but th at th e y w ill 
tak e  note  of th e se , and  it w ill le ad  to a positive  
outcom e  w h ich  w ill satisfy all partie s.

Fred  Russell
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Th e  D ropm ore  Estate , cre ate d  by Lord  
Gre nville  at th e  e nd  of th e  18th  ce ntury, at one  
tim e  e xte nd e d  from  D orney to Egypt and  
include d  Burnh am  Be e ch e s. Th e  ground s 
around  th e  h ouse  w e re  re now ne d  for an 
e xte ns ive  pine tum , containing m any rare  
spe cie s  and  consid e re d  to be  une q ualle d  in 
Europe , an Italian gard e n and  a num be r of 
oth e r inte re sting fe ature s, som e  of w h ich  are  
liste d. Th e  latte r include d  a grotto, an ornate  
dog’s tom b, an aviary, an ice  h ouse , a lak e , 
te rrace s, gate s and  a loggia associate d  w ith  th e  
Italian gard e n, as w e ll as e xte ns ive  d e corative  
tre llis w ork  adjoining th e  m ain h ouse .

O n Gre nville’s d e ath  th e  prope rty passe d  to 
h is  w ife  and  w as subse q ue ntly ow ne d  by th e  
Forte scue  fam ily, th e  new spape r proprie tor 
Lord  Ke m sley, th e  Unive rs ity of San D ie go and  
a d iplom at cum  prope rty spe culator. It is  now  
in th e  h and s of Corporate  Estate s.

It h as b e e n said  th at Gre nville  found  a 
w ild e rne ss  and  le ft a parad ise ; th e  ow ne r prior 
to Corporate  Estate s found  a parad ise , albe it 
som ew h at run dow n, and  afte r tw o fire s  (th e  
first of w h ich  re sulte d  in losse s  e stim ate d  at 
£60 m illion), le ft a w ild e rne ss. O n acq uiring 
th e  prope rty, h ow eve r, Corporate  Estate s b e gan 
cle arance  to ope n up th e  m ajor fe ature s  of th e  
e state  as a pre lim inary to th e  re storation of 
h ouse  and  ground s.

Plans w e re  d raw n up by Papa A rch ite cts for 
Corporate  Estate s in 2002. Th e  proposals w e re  
com pre h e ns ive  and  include d  th e  re storation of 
th e  h ouse  and  its subd ivis ion into apartm e nts, 
th e  d eve lopm e nt of th e  se m i-d e tach e d  
prope rty at Cabrook  as a s ingle  dw e lling, th e  
conve rs ion of th e  w ate r tow e r into a h ouse  and  
use  of th e  footprint com pris ing stable s, 
outbuild ings and  oth e r build ings to provid e  18 
te rrace d  h ouse s. In all, th is  m ak e s  up a grand  
total of 54 dw e llings. Follow ing an exte ns ive  
land scape  survey, outline  proposals w e re  
pre pare d  for th e  re storation of th e  form al 
gard e ns, law ns, w oodland s and  gard e n 
ornam e ntation as w e ll as provis ion for new  
gard e ns in th e  curtilage  of th e  h ouse . Th e  
planning application w as subm itte d  in 2003 
and  pe rm iss ion grante d  in 2004.

O n-s ite  pre paration for build ing w ork  
com m e nce d  in 2005. Curre ntly tw o re s id e nts’ 
car park s  are  und e r construction by MP 
Broth e rs  and  prote ction h as b e e n provid e d  for 

natural fe ature s  to be  re taine d. Th e  arch ite ct's 
re se arch  in th e  Britis h  Library reve ale d  th e  
original d e s ign for th e  liste d  O ak  Lodge  and  
d e taile d  plans to re store  th e  lodge  to its e arly 
state  are  b e ing pre pare d. Plans are  also be ing 
pre pare d  for Taplow  Lodge , w h ich  falls w ith in 
W ycom be  D istrict. In vie w  of th e  large  
num be rs  and  spe cie s  of bats found  in build ings 
to be  d e m olish e d , th e  arch ite cts, in association 
w ith  English  Nature , propose  to apply for 
planning pe rm iss ion to construct a large  bat 
roost. A n arch ite ctural h istorian is  b e ing 
appointe d  to ass ist in th e  re storation of th e  
aviary. D e taile d  land scape  proposals are  also 
be ing pre pare d.

A  fe ature  of th is  d eve lopm e nt h as b e e n th e  
provis ion by Ge orge  Kalope d is, th e  arch ite ct, 
and  th e  d eve lope rs for involve m e nt of th e  
com m unity and  also th e ir conce rn th at th e  
proposals s h all be  se ns itive  to both  natural and  
built e nvironm e nts. In ord e r to continue  to 
e ngage  th e  com m unity in th is  proje ct th e  
arch ite ct propose s  to h ave  anoth e r ope n day 
w h e n a conducte d  tour w ill be  arrange d  for 
inte re ste d  partie s. Th e  D ropm ore  Socie ty w ill 
provid e  inform ation on th is.

It is  d ifficult not to com pare  all of th e  above  
w ith  th e  arrogant approach  of th e  National 
Trust and  Countrys id e  Prope rtie s, re gard ing 
th e ir d eve lopm e nt of an urban h ousing e state  
in Clive d e n H istoric H ouse  and  Gard e n, w h ich  
w as e ntire ly conte m ptuous of local opinion.

Bernard  Trevallion 

Dropm ore  H ous e  - Pas t and Future
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Be w are ! Be  ve ry aw are ! 
R ad io Fre q ue ncy Id e ntity is  
about. A  ch ip is  e m b e d d e d  
in your w h e e lie  b in and  it 
id e ntifie s  your b in. It te lls  
th e  w aste  colle ctors  and  
th e ir m aste rs  th at th e  b in 
and  its  conte nts  are  
e xclus ive  to you and  your 
h ous e h old . Tod ay th e  
inform ation is  us e d  only to 
to as sure  th e  M aste rs  th at 

th e  b in h as  b e e n colle cte d , 
e m ptie d  and  re turne d  to th e  
righ t place . Tom orrow  th e  
inform ation w ill h ave  ad d e d  
value . Th e  M aste rs  w ill 
k now  th e  q uantity and  
m ak e -up of your h ous e h old  
w aste . Pe rh aps  to ch arge  by 
w e igh t for th e  w aste  
colle ction. Pe rh aps  to ch arge  
a pe nalty for placing 
‘re cycle  and  com post’ w aste  

in th e  w rong b in. Pe rh aps  to 
build  a picture  of th e  life  
style  th at cre ate s  such  type s  
of w aste . Eve n pe rh aps  to 
link  to your ID  card , to 
e xpand  your s e curity profile .
A n O rw e llian fantasy? O f 
cours e ! But th e  first 
build ing block  is  in place  -  
th e  ch ip- in-th e -b in.

K arl Law re n ce

Copie s of th e  Taplow  Parish  Plan are  now  w ith  
th e  parish , d istrict and  county councils, th e  
governm ent of th e  South  East, th e  constituency 
MP D om inic Grieve , and  seve ral environm ental 
and  com m unity organisations.

Th e  current status is  th at th e  Taplow  Parish  
Plan h as be e n adopted  by Taplow  Parish  
Council. It h as rece ived  favourable  reaction 
from  th e  D istrict and  County Councils and  h as 
be e n com m end e d  as a m odel for oth e r parish  
plans in th e  area. H ow eve r, th e  Parish  Council 
still aw aits a form al re sponse  from  South  Buck s 
D istrict Council.

A lth ough , unfortunately, parish  plans are  not 
part of th e  statutory proce ss, it is  clear th at it is  
th e  intention of governm ent th at th ey sh ould 
form  an integral elem ent in reach ing d ecis ions 
on d evelopm ent m atte rs and  se rvice  provision 
as th ey affect th e  parish  or tow n in q ue stion.

Taplow  Pari s h  Council h as  ove rall 
re s pons i b ility  for th e  pre paration, 
im ple m e ntation, m onitoring, upd ating and  
financing of its Parish  Plan. In ord e r to do th is it 
h as set up m ech anism s to ensure  e ffective  
im plem entation. It is in th e  proce ss of 
appointing a Stand ing Com m unity Forum , 
w h ich  w ill consist of repre se ntative s from  
inte re ste d  groups in Taplow  and  th e  Parish  
Council. H itch am  and  Taplow  Pre se rvation 
Society w as invite d  to se nd  tw o repre se ntative s, 
so A nne  H anford  and  Eva Lipm an w e re  
nom inated  by th e  society com m itte e.

A n Im plem entation and  Monitoring Group 
w ill be  se t up in due  course  to carry out 

exe cutive  actions. In th e  m e antim e , an Inte rim  
Im ple m e ntation and  Monitoring Group is  
alre ady active  in pursuing im m e d iate  is sue s. 
Th e se  h ave  include d  th e  th re e  m ajor 
consultations w ith  South  Buck s D istrict 
Council, i.e . State m e nt of Com m unity 
Involve m e nt, Core  Strate gy Issue s  and  O ptions, 
and  th e  R evie w  of th e  Taplow  Conse rvation 
A re a. Th e  subm itte d  state m e nt on th e  
State m e nt of Com m unity Involve m e nt 
d isagre e s  w ith  th e  m e th od  of consultation; th e  
re sponse  to th e  Core  Strate gy Issue s  and  
O ptions e xpre sse s  th e  Taplow  Paris h  Plan 
prioritie s, w h ich , it is  h ope d , w ill be  include d  
in th e  Local D eve lopm e nt Fram ew ork .

Th e  Inte rim  Im plem entation and  Monitoring 
Group h as also h ad  tw o constructive  m e etings, 
firstly w ith  South  Buck s D istrict Council 
Planning Policy repre se ntative s and  secondly 
w ith  repre se ntative s of Buck s County Council 
and  Ch ilte rn and  South  Buck s Transportation 
A rea. Th e se  m e etings provid e d  th e  opportunity 
to raise  k ey issue s containe d  in th e  Parish  Plan.

Th e  Inte rim  Im ple m e ntation Group is  
ch aire d  by Profe ssor Be rnard  Trevallion. H e  is  
anxious to e nsure  th at furth e r w ork  on th e  
Paris h  Plan is  re pre se ntative  of th e  w is h e s  of 
th e  Taplow  com m unity. H e  w ould  be  ple ase d  
to provid e  furth e r inform ation on th e  Paris h  
Plan and  its future  d eve lopm e nt. (Contact 
d e tails: trevallion@btope nw orld.com  Te l. 01628 
523887.)

Anne H anford

Taplow  Paris h  Plan update

Th e  Spy in th e  W h e e lie  Bin
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O n Novem ber 7, 2005 th e  Society w on a fam ous 
victory over th e  National Trust and Countryside  
Propertie s, w ith  th e  announcem ent by th e  O ffice  
of th e  D eputy Prim e  Minister th at h e  h ad rejected 
th e ir appeal for 19 1 re sidential units on th e  
Canadian Red Cross H ospital site  at Cliveden. 
Th e  Trust h as now  announced th at it w ill build 
only th e  135 age -re stricted units for w h ich  it h ad 
planning perm ission.

It is w orth  rem em bering th at th e  planning 
officers of th e  SBDC h ad recom m ended th at th e  
19 1 sch em e  be  accepted, and h ad even w arned of 
significant costs of a lost appeal be ing aw arded 
against th e  Council. If th e  councillors h ad 
accepted th e ir advice , w e  w ould be  facing th e  
environm ental and traffic problem s w h ich  
(everyone  now  agre e s) w ould h ave  ensued from  
th is h uge  developm ent.

O n h earing of th e  original application, th e  very 
effective  ‘Cliveden No’ cam paign w as launch ed 
under th e  inspired  d irection of Euan Felton, w ith  
posters de signed by Sh e ila H orton (and 
generously printed fre e  by one  of our m em bers) 
put up th rough out th e  village  (and even on th e  
Red Cross H ospital site  itself!). A n exh ibition w as 
h eld in th e  barn on th e  Village  Gre en, a w ebsite  
created, and MPs and councillors lobbied. W e  
pack ed th e  council m e eting room  on th e  day of 
th e  decision, and alth ough  som e  m em bers of th e  
planning com m itte e  (including th e  th en 
ch airm an) supported th e  application, Councillors 
Lidgate  and Sandy persuaded a m ajority of th e  
com m itte e  to reject it.

W e  th ough t th at th e  rejection by th e  SBDC, th e  
‘Cliveden No’ Cam paign and a survey of Taplow  
re sidents sh ow ing overw h elm ing opposition to 
th e  plans, w ould persuade  th e  NT - w h o alw ays 
claim ed to tak e  note  of local objections - to drop 
th e  plans. H ow ever, th ey d id  not, and in fact 
launch ed an appeal against th e  decisions. Karl 
Law rence  and Euan Felton, am ong oth ers, 
proposed a m otion at th e  AGM of th e  NT 
condem ning th e  NT for th is decision. Th e  vote  
w as w on on a count of m em bers’ votes by 32,000 
to 28,000. H ow ever, th e  ch airm an of th e  NT cast 
h is 19 ,000 proxy votes in favour of th e  NT so th e  
m otion w as officially lost! During th e  m e eting th e  
NT ch airm an claim ed th at th e  135 option w as not 
viable  and denied  th at it h ad rece ived a form al 
offer for th is from  a developer. Th e  NT later h ad 
to retract th is w h en th e  developer produced a 
letter from  th em  ack now ledging th e  offer!

At th is stage  w e  w ere  depre ssed. It w as alm ost 
tak en for granted th at th e  NT w ould w in on 
appeal, since  th e  SBDC officers h ad said  so. Th e  
first sugge stion th at th e  NT case  m igh t not be  as 
strong as h ad be en th ough t cam e  w h en th ey 
suddenly put in anoth er application for 170 
h ouse s, w ith out th e  affordable  h ouse s th at h ad 
be en in th e  original application. Th ey claim ed th is 
took  account of local opinion, and inde ed  w ere  
succe ssful in persuading a councillor and an ex-
councillor th at th is w as th e  be st option available. 
Th ey claim ed th at it w as not only better th an th e  
19 1 application, but w ould also save  th e  council a 
substantial am ount of m oney in legal costs for th e  
appeal. H ow ever, w e  w ere  succe ssful again in 
persuading th e  councillors at SBDC to reject th e  
application, alth ough  on th is occasion th e  officers 
also re com m e nd e d  th is  on a te ch nicality 
(ironically, th e  lack  of affordable  h ousing!).

Th ere  w ere  som e  w h o certainly felt w e  sh ould 
h ave  accepted th e  170 option. H ow ever, th e  next 
sign of w eak ne ss from  th e  NT cam e  w ith  an 
extraordinary letter from  Fiona Reynolds, th e  
NT’s ch ief executive, saying th at th ey h ad done  a 
survey and, lo and be h old, th e  135 option w as 
viable, and th at th ey w ould now  build it if th e  19 1 
w as rejected.

Th e  enquiry lasted e igh t days and took  place  in 
August 2005 at th e  SBDC’s office s in Capsw ood. 
For th e  NT w ere  a QC (rum oured to be  on a 
retainer of £30,000 a day!) and about five  oth er 
expert w itne sse s, w h o all rem ained for th e  e igh t 
days. Against th e  appeal w ere , for th e  SBDC, a 
barrister and planning and traffic experts, w h o, 
w ith  th e  exception of th e  barrister, w ere  only 
pre sent w h en giving evidence. Taplow  Parish  
Council w as repre sented for th e  w h ole  period by 
Euan Felton, and on a num ber of days by Mary 
Trevallion. Th e  Society w as repre sented by A nne  
and Joh n H anford for th e  e igh t days, and by 
num erous oth ers w h o cam e  and w ent during th e  
proce ed ings. Th e  people w h o gave  evidence  
included Karl Law rence , Prof. Bernard Trevallion, 
R ich ard Daw son and Eva Lipm an.

Th e  nub of th e  case  for th e  NT, pre sented by 
th e  QC, w as th at w h e reas th e  application for th e  
19 1 h ad be en righ tly rejected on sustainability 
grounds by th e  SBDC (so m uch  for th e  advice  of 
th e  planners!), new  evidence  h ad now  em erged, 
w h ich  w as th e  basis of th e  appeal. Th e  ‘new ’ 
evidence  w as th at th e  NT h ad declared th at if th e  
19 1 application w as turned dow n, th ey w ould 

Clive de n Victory
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now  build th e  existing application for 135 units - 
h ence  th e  Fiona Reynolds letter. Under th e  
Byz antine  rules of planning applications, th is 
m eant th at th e  19 1 h ad to be  com pared w ith  th e  
135 against current planning guideline s. O f course  
th e  135, w h ich  h ad be en allow ed m uch  earlier, d id  
not com ply w ith  m any of th e se , and th e  QC stated 
h e  w ould sh ow  th at th e refore  th e  19 1 appeal 
sh ould be  allow ed. Th e  re st of th e  enquiry 
th e refore  consisted of com paring th e  tw o sch em e s 
against current guideline s.

Before  th e  opening of th e  enquiry, h ow ever, th e  
tw o side s agre ed  th at som e  facts w ould not be  
d isputed and it w as in one  of th e se  th at th e  NT’s 
traffic expert m ade  a critical error. To support 
th e ir case , th e  NT h ad com m issioned traffic 
surveys on tw o com m unitie s, w h ich  th ey claim ed 
m ost nearly re sem bled th e  traffic liable  to be  
generated by th e  tw o sch em e s. Naturally th e se  
w ere  carefully ch osen to support th e  19 1 sch em e , 
and inde ed  th e  NT’s traffic expert’s evidence  
sh ow ed th at it w ould actually generate  20% less 
traffic th an th e  135. Th is w as surprising, but th e  
NT lik ed  th e  conclusion so m uch  th ey d idn’t 
ch eck  th e  figure s too w ell, and put th em  forw ard 
as evidence  supporting th e ir case. Unfortunately, 
as th e  SBDC’s expert w as able  to sh ow , in th e  
calculation th ey h ad com pared a 24-h our survey 
for th e  135 sch em e  w ith  a 12-h our one  for th e  19 1. 
W h en th e  correct figure s w ere  inse rted it w as 
found th at th e  19 1 sch em e  generated over tw ice  
th e  traffic of th e  135 sch em e ! Th e  NT h ad to accept 
th is conclusion, w h ich  w as critical to th e  appeal.

Th e  second  argum ent put forw ard  by th e  NT 
w as th at th e  19 1 sch em e  com plie d  w ith  th e  
re q uirem ent th at th e re  sh ould be  at least 30 
units pe r h ectare , but th e  135 d id  not. Clearly, 
th e  num be r of units pe r h ectare  d epend e d  not 
only on th e  num be r of units, but also on th e  
area of th e  s ite. Th e  NT h ad  included  th e  w h ole  
area up to th e  boundary w ith  th e  Clived en 
e state. H ow eve r, th e  SBD C’s expe rt argued  th at 
th is w as w rong and  th at unde r th e  regulations 
s ignificant buffe r z one s at th e  boundary sh ould 
be  excluded.

Esoteric argum ents th en took  place  as to w h at 
w as a significant buffer z one  and w h at w as a 
significant open space , w h ich  sh ould be  
included. Th e  NT h ad  done  a supe rb landscape  
job around th e  h ouse s (including th e  provision 
of low  scrub and h olly bush e s) and  as a re sult th e  
inspector agre e d  in h is report th at th e  SBD C 
w e re  righ t and th e  135 d id  m e et th e  30 units pe r 
h ectare  re quirem ent.

Justice  cannot be  done  in th e  space  available to 
th e  significant contributions m ade  by a num ber of 
th e  Society’s w itne sse s, but a couple of am using 
incidents are  w orth  recording. In th e  first of th e se , 
th e  conde scending QC cross-exam ining Euan 
Felton produced a docum ent referring to th e  area, 
w h ich  Euan h ad be en unable  to find. 
Unfortunately for th e  QC, as Euan pointed out to 
laugh ter in th e  public gallery, it referred  to th e  
area around Taplow  Court, not Cliveden and h ad 
be en signed by Lord D e sborough , not Lord A stor! 
In th e  second, th e  tim etables for th e  buse s, w h ich  
th e  NT claim ed w ould be  used  by all th e  
sch oolch ildren and com m uters to th e  station, 
w ere  ch allenged by R ich ard Daw son, w h o ask ed  
if th e  NT h ad actually tried  running buse s over 
th at route  at th at tim e  in th e  m orning. Th ere  w as a 
deadly silence  from  th e  NT. It w as clear th ey h ad 
not, and as a re sult R ich ard w as able  to pour scorn 
on th e  proposals.

Th e  Inspector in h is report felt th at th e  NT h ad 
greatly over-e stim ated th e  contribution th e  buse s 
w ould m ak e  to reducing car usage. H e  also said  
th at th e  attem pted re striction of car ow nersh ip, 
and th e refore  usage , by provid ing only 1.5 car 
space s per unit in th e  19 1 proposal (as opposed to 
2.2 in th e  135) w ould be  unlik ely to h ave  th e  effect 
th e  NT claim ed and quoted evidence  w e  put 
forw ard from  Cedar Ch ase  (w h ich  h as only 1.5 
space s per h ouse ) to sh ow  it doe s not.

H is report rejected th e  appeal, citing th e  
unsustainablity of th e  site  in term s of traffic 
generation as th e  m ain reason. H is conclusion w as 
in fact th at th e  19 1 sch em e  w as 'an inappropriate  
use  of th e  Gre en Belt'. To our surprise  th e  find ings 
w ere  not only accepted but endorsed  by th e  O ffice  
of th e  D eputy Minister. O ne  m ust ask  w h at on 
earth  th e  NT is doing, prom oting for its ow n 
intere sts som eth ing w h ich  even Joh n Pre scott 
th ink s is an inappropriate  use  of th e  Gre en Belt.

Th e  NT is now  clearing th e  site  and h as 
announced it w ill build th e  135 sch em e. Th e ir 
plan to call it Cliveden Village  h as aroused 
considerable  opposition. Th ere  is no ch urch , 
sch ool or pub, or inde ed  any oth er facilitie s in th e  
sch em e  th at one  w ould expect in a village. It is 
obviously an attem pt to m islead potential 
purch asers, and it is to be  h oped th at th e  Parish  
Council or SBDC (w h o w e  understand h ave  to 
approve  th e  nam e) w ill not do so. Th e  units, 
incidentally, are  said  to be  priced at betw e en 
£400,000 and £1,000,000, if you are  intere sted.

Joh n H anford
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Plan of th e  propos e d de ve lopm e nt at Clive de n

(Th e  ‘135 plan’)

Re produce d by k ind pe rm is s ion of th e  National Trus t



If you h ad  be en into St 
Nicolas Ch urch  on th e  last 
Friday of each  m onth  at 
th e  beginning of 2003, you 
w ould h ave  found it alive  
w ith  th e  m e m b e rs  of 
Beaconsfield and Gerrards 
Cross Ch urch  Recorde rs, 

w h o are  not players of sh rill w oodw ind, or even 
w e ird  young m en w ith  earph one s and  recond ite  
tech nology, but an enth usiastic group of folk  
arm ed  w ith  notebook s, binoculars and tape  
m easure s w h o w e re  m ak ing an exact record  of 
th e  inte rior of th e  ch urch , its roof, w alls, floor 
and furnish ings.

Th e  com ple te d  re cord  w as pre se nte d  to th e  
ch urch  on Sunday, D e ce m be r 4, 2005. 
H igh ligh ts are  th e  Rose ncrantz  staine d  glass 
w indow s, th e  floor brasse s  and  th e  d raw ing of 
th e  old  ch urch . Th e  re cord  m ay be  vie w e d  by 
arrange m e nt w ith  th e  R e ctor, th e  R eve re nd  
A lan D ibd e n.

Ch urch  re cord e rs  are  d evote d  am ate urs 
w h o w ork  in ch urch e s  of all d e nom inations in 
England , Scotland  and  W ale s, build ing a 
national re cord  of w h at Sim on Je nk ins h as 
d e scrib e d  as ‘a galle ry of ve rnacular art…  
w h e re  th e  bre e z e  of h istory m ak e s  its im print’ 
(England’s Th ousand Be st Ch urch e s, publish e d  by 
Pe nguin Book s).

Taplow  re s id e nts h ave  be e n involve d  in 
ch urch  re cord ing s ince  its ince ption in 19 71 
follow ing th e  gre at Victoria and  A lbe rt 
Exh ib ition of Ch urch  A rt. Th e  e xh ib ition 
reve ale d  th at m any paris h e s  w e re  unaw are  of 
th e  tre asure s  in th e ir ch urch e s; pe ris h able  
ite m s w e re  at ris k  and  robbe rie s  w e re  
incre as ing at a frigh te ning rate . Curators at th e  
Victoria and  A lbe rt Muse um  d iscusse d  th e se  
proble m s w ith  le ad ing m e m be rs  of th e  
National A ssociation of D e corative  and  Fine  
A rts Socie tie s  (NA D FA S) and  w ith  th e  support 
of th e  Bis h op of Buck ingh am , m e m be rs  of 
NA D FA S in South  Buck ingh am sh ire  s e t about 
e stablish ing a Ch urch  R e cord ing Sch e m e . Mrs 
Jane  W righ t, w h o live d  at Elibank  and  w h o is  
fondly re m e m be re d  by h e r m any Taplow  
frie nd s, w as one  of th ose  found e r re cord e rs  
and  took  part in th e  trial re cord s of ch urch e s  at 
Ch alfont, H am ble don and  Ne th e r W inch e ndon.

Early supporte rs of th e  infant m ove m e nt 
w e re  Sir Roy Strong and  Sir Joh n Pope -

H e nne sse y, and  Kodak  w e re  ge ne rous in th e ir 
h e lp w ith  ph otograph ic costs. By th e  e nd  of 
19 73, seve n groups of ch urch  re cord e rs, 
includ ing our ow n Th am e s Group, w e re  in 
action, le d  by a national exe cutive  in London. 
A h e ad  lay th e  task  of re cord ing as m any as 
poss ible  of th e  16-17,000 ch urch e s  of th e  Unite d  
K ingdom . Th ose  original seve n groups h ave  
m ultiplie d  to m ore  th an 200 and  new  groups 
form  eve ry ye ar.

Th e  e arly re cord s  w e re  s im ple  A 4 s h e e ts  
staple d  b e tw e e n uniform  gre e n pape r cove rs; 
tod ay’s  are  h and som e  bound  volum e s  w ith  
alm ost e ve ry re cord e d  ite m  illustrate d  by 
coloure d  ph otograph s  or line  d raw ings. Th e  
build ing and  its  conte nts  are  re cord e d  in 
e igh t cate gori e s : m e m orials , m e talw ork , 
stone w ork , w ood w ork , te xtile s , paintings , 
lib rary, w ind ow s  and  m i s ce llane ous . 
M e m b e rs  of a group us ually b uild  up 
cons id e rab le  e xpe rti s e  in th e i r ch os e n 
cate gory. Th e  ch urch  i s  tack le d  
syste m atically, starting from  th e  north - e ast 
corne r of th e  ch ance l and  w ork ing round  th e  
com pas s , not forge tting th e  b e ll-ch am b e r! 
Note s  are  m ad e  and  th e  fair copy w ritte n up 
to a com m on form at, starting w ith  a ge ne ral 
d e scription, w h ich  m ay w e ll b e  long and  
ve ry d e taile d , for e xam ple  in th e  cas e  of a 
fine ly carve d  pulpit or a large  staine d  glass  
w ind ow . Th e  m ate rials, m e asure m e nts , age  
and  prove nance  of e ach  ite m  are  liste d  and  
re fe re nce s  give n w h e re ve r pos s ible . 
Myste rie s  aris e  and , occas ionally, e xciting 
d iscove rie s  are  m ad e , e spe cially w h e n th e  
s ilve r is  tak e n out of th e  bank  or w h e n th e  
d e tritus  in th e  tow e r is  d uste d  and  s ifte d .

Most paris h  ch urch e s  can 
be  re cord e d  in und e r tw o 
ye ars but th e  re cord  of 
Manch e ste r Cath e d ral took  
nine  ye ars. W h e n th e  
ch e ck ing and  re ch e ck ing, 
collating, printing and , 
finally, th e  b ind ing are  

com ple te , five  h and som e  copie s  are  re ady. Th e  
principal copy is  pre se nte d  to th e  ch urch , 
usually during a re gular se rvice ; furth e r copie s  
go to th e  d ioce san arch ive s, th e  Council for th e  
Care  of Ch urch e s, th e  Victoria and  A lbe rt 
Muse um  A rt Library and  NA D FA S arch ive s. 
For obvious re asons, th e se  volum e s are  k e pt 

Ch urch  Re corde rs
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se cure  and  are  ope n only to sch olars and  
re ad e rs  w ith  a le gitim ate  inte re st.

Th e  w e ll-e q uippe d  re cord e r h as w arm  
sock s, th ick  trouse rs  and  finge rle ss  glove s for 
w inte r w ork  and  th e re  is  alw ays a flask  of 
coffe e  in th e ir large  re cord ing bag alongsid e  a 
note pad , pe ncils, tape -m e asure  and  a copy of 
th e  re cord e rs’ b ible , In sid e  Ch urch e s: A Guid e  to 
Ch urch  Furn ish ings. Th e  vocabulary of th e  
re cord e r is  rich  ind e e d; te rm s such  as 
‘parclose ’, ‘cre d e nce’, ‘e ntablature ’ and  ‘iron 
loop-d rop tw ist latch ’ slip from  h is  tongue  and  
are  ve ry use ful w h e n solving crossw ord s!

O ve r 1,000 ch urch e s  h ave  b e e n re cord e d  
in th e  33 ye ars  s ince  19 73. M rs  Sh e ila Pe roni 
le ad s  th e  re cord e rs  of Th am e s  A D FA S in th e  
South  M e rcia are a, w h ich  cove rs  Be rk s h ire , 
Buck ingh am s h ire  and  O xford s h ire , and  th e  
re cord e rs  from  Taplow  w ork  on m e talw ork  
and  w ood w ork . Th e y h ave  com ple te d  
re cord s  of ch urch e s  at Ch innor, H ugh e nd e n, 
Lane  End , Cad m ore  End  and  Ne th e r 
W inch e nd on and  in A pril w ill start at 
R ad nage .

H elen Grellier

H ands  Off Our Bridge !

Maid e nh e ad  Bridge , liste d  Grad e  1, is  th e  
sym bol of Maid e nh e ad. So th e  astonis h ing 
proposal from  a South  Buck s councillor to 
k nock  it dow n and  re place  it w ith  ‘som e th ing 
classy’ w as m e t firstly w ith  d isb e lie f and  th e n 
w ith  h orror. If th e re  is  a traffic proble m  along 
A 4 be tw e e n Maid e nh e ad  Police  Station and  
Lak e  End , it is  not cause d  by th e  s ingle  
carriagew ay road  and  bridge , but by th e  
junctions, traffic ligh ts and  roundabouts along 
th e  route . Eve n if th e  proble m  is  sufficie nt to 
justify anoth e r rive r cross ing, w h ich  is  
d e batable , th at is  not a re ason to d e m olish  th e  
m ost h and som e  of th e  m any 18th  ce ntury stone  
bridge s  across th e  Th am e s. If e ith e r th e  South  
Buck s or Royal Borough  s h ould  pursue  th is  
b iz arre  sugge stion, Maid e nh e ad  H e ritage  Trust 
w ill m ak e  its prote st h e ard , loud  and  cle ar. So 
w ill th e  re st of Maid e nh e ad : th e  Advertise r h as  
rare ly re ce ive d  so m any le tte rs of outrage .

Re placing a tim be r bridge  dating back  to th e  
m id -13th  ce ntury, our bridge  w as built 
be tw e e n 1772 and  1777 to d e s igns by Sir Robe rt 
Taylor, w h ose  oth e r w ork s  include  H arleyford  
Manor and  Lincolns Inn. It w as originally 
d e s igne d  w ith  15 arch e s  ‘in th e  m anne r of 
W e stm inste r (bridge )’, but w as actually built 
w ith  13 arch e s. Th e  voussoirs around  e ach  arch  
are  in Taylor’s s ignature  style , k now n as 
’ve rm iculate d  rustication’ –  ve ry d e e ply cut, 
and  th e y look  lik e  ch e e se  w h ich  h as b e e n 
nibble d  by a m ouse .

Until ve ry re ce ntly th e  Borough  boundary, 
w h ich  ge ne rally runs dow n th e  ce ntre  of th e  
rive r, w e nt ash ore  at Sk indle s and  round  th e  

Taplow  e nd  of th e  bridge , pre cise ly so th at 
both  e nd s of it s h ould  be  in Maid e nh e ad. Now  
th e  boundary goe s straigh t dow n th e  rive r, and  
h alf th e  bridge  is  in Buck s, th e  oth e r h alf in 
Be rk s h ire .
Reprinted  from  M aid en h ead  H e ritage  Centre  
New sletter No. 42, M arch  2006.
Ed . It appears w e  h ave gain e d  h alf of th e  bridge  as a 
re sult of th e  boundary ch ange  - so w h en  can w e  
start calling it th e  M aid en h ead  and Taplow  Bridge?
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Th e  A nnual Ge ne ral Me e ting 
of H itch am  and  Taplow  Pre -
s e rvation Socie ty w ill tak e  
place  at 8 pm  on Frid ay 
O ctobe r 13 at th e  Taplow  
Village  Ce ntre , H igh  Stre e t, 
Taplow .

A  d e taile d  age nd a w ill be  
includ e d  in th e  autum n 
e d ition of th e  Ne w sle tte r, 
w h ich  w ill be  d istribute d  
s h ortly b e fore  th e  AGM.

Nom inations  for th e  Pre s id -
e nt, Ch airm an, Tre asure r, Se c-
re tary and  com m itte e  
m e m be rs  s h ould  b e  s e nt to: 
Th e  Se cre tary, Je re m y  
Vans tone , 8 Stock w e lls , 

Taplow , SL6 0D B, no late r 
th an Se pte m be r 22.

Ple as e  e ns ure  th at 
nom ine e s  are  m e m be rs  of 
H TPS and  are  w illing to 
stand . Nom inations  s h ould  
b e  s igne d  by th e  propose r 
and  s e cond e r.

W arning!!

Th e  Ch ai rm an, A nne  
H anford , h as  s e rve d  for 4 
ye ars  and  d oe s  not w is h  to 
continue  in th at role . Th e  Se c-
re tary, Je re m y Vanstone , h as  
s e rve d  for m ore  th an 6 ye ars  
and  also d oe s  not w is h  to 

continue . Se ve ral of th e  
oth e r com m itte e  m e m b e rs  
h ave  also s e rve d  on th e  com -
m itte e  for som e  ye ars. Th e  
Socie ty is  in urge nt ne e d  of 
active  contributors  to s e rve  
in th e s e  role s. Unle s s  th e y 
are  forth com ing, th e re  is  
e ve ry d ange r th at th e  
Socie ty w ill ce as e  to ope rate . 
A s  can b e  s e e n from  ite m s  in 
th e  Ne w sle tte r, and  on th e  
w e b s ite , m uch  w ork  h as  
b e e n d one  th at is  valuable  to 
th e  Taplow  com m unity. It 
w ould  b e  a pity to lose  th is  
in future  th rough  lack  of 
local support.

A Good Ne igh bour

O ne  of a num be r of pe ople  living in South  
Buck s, w h ose  com m unity and  volunte e ring 
w ork  h as b e e n re cognise d  by th e  Ch airm an of 
South  Buck s D istrict Council (Councillor D r 
Barry W h ite ) is  Mrs Joy Marsh all 
of Ellington Gard e ns, Taplow , 
w h o w as re ce ntly pre se nte d  w ith  
a fram e d  ce rtificate  for h e r 
ind ivid ual long s e rvice  com -
m unity w ork  in Taplow .

Joy w as a council m e m be r of 
th e  Taplow  Paris h  Council for 13 
ye ars w h e re  h e r h e lpfulne ss  and  
d ilige nce  w e re  m uch  in 
e vid e nce , particularly in th e  
re se arch  /  planning fie ld. H e r 
w ork  is  still of ass istance  to local 
re s id e nts w h o, in re ce ipt of 
planning applications, are  som e tim e s  at a loss 
as to th e  im pact th e se  m igh t h ave  on th e ir 
h om e s. It m e ans noth ing to h e r to acce ss  
Council re cord s by trave lling to W ind sor or 
D e nh am , or eve n Ayle sbury, by public 
transport, w h ilst h e r continue d  long-stand ing 
w ork  in voluntarily ch e ck ing 25 local footpath s 
on foot (accom panie d  by h e r dog Sam m y), for 

m iss ing gate s, w alk  m ark e rs, ove rh anging tre e  
branch e s, e tc., for th e  Paris h  Council is  a 
furth e r e xam ple  of h e r public se rvice . Pe rh aps 
h e r m ost unusual w ay of prote cting our local 

h e ritage  is  by k e e ping an e ye  on 
th e  poss ib ility of unauth orise d  
dam age  or d e struction of liste d  
tre e s.

It w as no surprise  to anyone  
k now ing h e r th at w h e n a local 
d istributor for th e  Jubile e  R ive r 
Ch urch e s  Paris h  Magaz ine  w as 
ne e d e d  in a part of Taplow  th at 
sh e  s h ould  h ave  volunte e re d  for 
th e  job. At th e  e nd  of e ach  
m onth  th e  fam iliar s igh t of a 
figure  b e nt against a w inte r’s 
w ind  and  rain, w ith  scarf flying, 

one  h and  firm ly on h at and  th e  oth e r h old ing a 
bag of m agaz ine s  and  Sam m y’s le ad , te lls us 
th at Joy is  on h e r w ay.

Ble ss h e r for all th at.

Lee Gre y

Reprinted from  th e Jubilee River Ch urch es Parish  Magazine

Notice  of AGM
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Th e  Pape r Mill Site

St R e gis  Pape r Com pany Ltd  is  b e ginning a 
proce s s  of inve stigating options  for th e  future  
of its  Taplow  s ite . Th is  h as  b e e n prom pte d  by 
th e  e m e rging Local D e ve lopm e nt Fram e w ork  
for South  Buck s  th at w ill re place  th e  e xisting 
Local Plan to provid e  a ne w  planning policy 
conte xt for th e  D istrict.

Th is  pre s e nts  a uniq ue  opportunity to 
und e rtak e  a com pre h e ns ive  re vie w  of th e  
are a k now n by som e  as  th e  ‘Taplow  Triangle ’. 
Various  factors , such  as  th e  pote ntial for 
im prove m e nts  to th e  R ive r Th am e s  and  
land scape  s e tting w ith in th e  Gre e n Be lt, ope n 
space  provis ion, transportation and  acce s s , 
public acce s s ib ility and  th e  cons id e ration of 
sym path e tic re d e ve lopm e nt can all b e  
d iscus s e d .

Th e  com pany h as  appointe d  prope rty 
ad vis e rs  GVA  Grim le y LLP to as s ist St R e gis  
in as s e s s ing alte rnative s  and  in liais ing w ith  
South  Buck s  D istrict Council, th e  local 
com m unity and  oth e r inte re ste d  partie s. Part 
of th e  proce s s  w ill involve  e valuating local 
ne e d s  includ ing re s id e ntial, e m ploym e nt, 
le isure  and  com m unity re q uire m e nts.

D uring th is  proce s s , Taplow  M ill and  its  
as sociate d  activitie s  w ill continue  to ope rate  
as  usual and  provid e  custom e rs  w ith  a full 
s e rvice . It is  ine vitable  th at th e  planning 
proce s s  w ill cre ate  spe culation about th e  
future  of th e  M ill but St R e gis  is  tak ing th is  
action in ord e r to e stablis h  th e  options  ope n 
to it. Th e  tim e scale  for th e  consultation 
proce s s  is  lik e ly to b e  around  nine  m onth s , 
running in paralle l w ith  th e  pre paration of 
th e  Local D e ve lopm e nt Fram e w ork . O nce  it is  
com ple te d , St R e gis  w ill b e  s e e k ing a ne w  
policy conte xt for th e  s ite  and  m ay apply for 
planning pe rm is s ion to d e ve lop appropriate  
parts  of th e  s ite  w ith in a com pre h e ns ive  
e nvironm e ntal fram e w ork .

Th e  w h ole  fre e h old  s i te  cove rs  
approxim ate ly 48 acre s  and  com pris e s  th e  
M ill, th e  form e r Sk ind le s  H ote l, W ind rus h  
Garage  (on a le as e ) and  th e  Se ve rns id e  
R e cycling D e pot, as  w e ll as  large  are as  of 
ope n space  w ith  pote ntial am e nity value .

A  num b e r of bas e  line  stud ie s  of planning, 
transport, flood  ris k , e cology, land scape , 
arch ae ology and  contam ination are  b e ing 
und e rtak e n. Th e s e  w ill h e lp to d e ve lop a 

planning fram e w ork  for th e  s ite  and  e nsure  
th at d ue  re gard  is  give n to all im portant 
e nvironm e ntal cons id e rations.

St R e gis  w ill k e e p inte re ste d  partie s  
inform e d  at m ajor ste ps  th rough out th e  
proce s s. Initial d iscus s ions  w ith  Taplow  
Paris h  Council and  oth e r local am e nity and  
stak e h old e r groups  h ave  alre ad y com m e nce d .

Th e re  w ill b e  a public consultation 
e xe rcis e  to s e e k  opinions  on any ind icative  
proposals for th e  s ite . D e tails  of th is  e xe rcis e  
and  furth e r ne w s  announce m e nts , w ill b e  
re le as e d  w h e n appropriate  and  notice s  
place d  on th e  St R e gis  w e b s ite .

Statem e nt by th e  St R egis com pany

Th e  St Regis land is m ark e d  in  re d .
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Th is  is sue  of th e  New sle tte r be ars th e  unh appy 
burd e n of th e  new s th at for pe rsonal and  
fam ily re asons you w ill no longe r be  provid ing 
us  w ith  your re gular 
contrib utions , w h ich  
gave  us all such  inte re st-
ing ins igh ts into life  in 
Taplow . Your involvem ent 
w ith  th e  Socie ty’s new s -
le tte r goe s back  at le ast 
25 ye ars and  I count 47 
article s  ove r th at tim e . 
(I am  m iss ing copie s  of 
th e  ne w s le tte r pre d at-
ing i s s ue  num b e r 38 
and  a few  inte rm e d iate  
one s  so I h ave  no m e ans 
of k now ing of contribu-
tions e arlie r th an th at.)

I h ave  now  b e e n  
e d i tor s i nce  i s s u e  
num be r 70, in autum n 
19 9 8, and  h ave  prod -
uce d  16 is sue s  during 
th at tim e , and  it w as alw ays your copy arriving 
e arlie r th an anyone  e lse 's  th at finally got m e  off 
th e  pot and  s ignalle d  th e  b e ginning of th e  pro-
duction stage . (Usually, in fact, th e  arrival of 
your copy trigge re d  an alm igh ty panic s ince  I 

am  an inve te rate  last-m inute r.) Your storie s  
w e re  th e  anch or pie ce s  and  allow e d  m e  to start 
th e  proce ss  of d e cid ing h ow  it w as all going to 

look , since  m y am ateur 
e d itorial m e th od  use d  
to involve  m e  in us ing 
th e  form at of th e  
previous issue  as a pro-
form a of th e  curre nt 
is sue , and  I gaine d  
gre at satisfaction from  
putting your m ate rial 
into place . I h ad  
starte d. W ith out th is  
im pe tus , h ow  am  I 
going to cope  in future?

H ow ever, I h ave be en 
brow s ing th rough  th e  
old  copie s  of th e  New s -
le tte r and  I inte nd  to 
re surre ct a num be r of 
m y favourite  one s  to 
re print from  tim e  to 
tim e  and  I h ope  you 

w on’t m ind. I th ink  I spe ak  for all your faith ful 
fans, Lincoln: your w h im s ical contributions 
w ill be  gre atly m isse d  in th e se  page s. 

Fred  Russell

Accord ing to our m an at TRUG (Taplow  
R ail Use rs  Group), Jon W illm ore , th e  
W orld  Row ing Ch am pionsh ips are  to be  
h e ld  at th e  Eton Row ing Club th is  ye ar and  
Taplow  Station w ill be  use d  as one  of th e  
m ain 'fe e d e rs' for club m e m be rs  and  
vis itors. So around  August w e  can expe ct a 
m ajor influx of both  d rive rs and  rail 
passe nge rs. Th is  s h ould  put Taplow  on th e  

m ap. A nd  alth ough  it is  rath e r a long w ay 
ah e ad , at th e  2012 O lym pic Gam e s Taplow  
w ill be  one  of th e  m ain rail fe e d e rs  for th e  
row ing eve nts, again at Eton.

Incid e ntally TRUG h as an office  at th e  
station (usually ope n on a Th ursday), 
w h ich  is  colle cting and  d isplaying a varie ty 
of h istorical inform ation as part of th e  
Brune l b i-ce nte nnial ce le brations.

Le tte r to Lincoln

TRUG

Ed itor: Fre d  Russe ll
W h ite  H e ath , Ellington Road , Taplow , Buck s, SL6 0A X. Te l 01628 672457

E-m ail: e d itor@taplow socie ty.org.uk
Unle ss oth e rw ise  state d , th e  vie w s e xpre sse d  in th is  new sle tte r are  not ne ce ssarily th ose  of th e  Socie ty or its Com m itte e .
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