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Editorial

H itch am  and Taplow  Socie ty
Form ed  in  19 59  to protect H itch am , Taplow  and th e  surround ing countrysid e  from  be ing spoilt by bad 
d evelopm ent and n eglect.

Pre s id e nt: Eva Lipm an
Vice  Pre s id e nts: Tony H ick m an, D e re k  W alk e r, Profe ssor Be rnard  Trevallion O BE
Ch airm an: Euan Fe lton
Vice  Ch airm an: Karl Law re nce
Tre asure r: Pe te r Mole
Se cre tary: Ne il Blund e ll
Com m itte e : Je re m y Vanstone , H e ath e r Fe nn, A ndy McKe nz ie , Barrie  Pe roni, Fre d  Russe ll, 

Louise  Sym ons, Esth e r W illm ore , Matth ew  Trave rs, Sarah  Brod ie , Jill H ard e n
W e bs ite  Advise r &  New sle tte r Production: A ndrew  Findlay

Contact Addre ss : H TS, 21 Byw ays, Burnh am , SL1 7EB

Cover Picture : Glen Island H ouse  - part of th e  paper m ill site  (Andrew  Findlay)

A  ve ry s h ort e d itorial as  th is  is sue  is  
bursting at th e  s e am s  alre ad y!

W e  b ring you th e  first publis h e d  m aste r-
plans  for th e  M ill Lane  re d e ve lopm e nt, 
article s  on W illiam  W ood  and  Sons , th e  
Row ing Club, and  an inte re sting b it of 
ge ology righ t on our d oor-ste ps. Fre d  
Rus s e ll as k s  afte r th e  fate  of sm all b ird s  
and  ch e stnut tre e s , Gill H ollow ay re m ind s  
us  to prote ct our righ t of acce s s  to th e  rive r 
at th e  M ill Lane  D raw d ock , and  Mary 
Tre vallion introd uce s  us  to som e  ne w  
footpath s. Esth e r W illm ore  re vie w s  a book , 
and  Ne il Blund e ll sugge sts  a ne w  village  
s h op.

Th e re  is  a lot to th ink  about, and  w e  
w ould  w e lcom e  your vie w s  in th e  Forum  
s e ction of our w e b s ite .

De re k  W alk e r
It is  w ith  gre at sorrow  th at I h ave  

to re port th e  sud d e n and  tragic d e ath  
of our Vice  Pre s id e nt D e re k  W alk e r on 

17th  Se pte m b e r in W e xh am  Park  
H ospital. D e re k  h as  b e e n an 

invaluable  m e m b e r of th is  Socie ty for 
m any ye ars  and  h as  b e e n 'our m an' 
d e aling w ith  all th ings  to d o w ith  

aircraft, includ ing fligh t-path s , nois e , 
and  H e ath row  e xpans ion. H e  h as  

b e e n an e norm ous  h e lp and  support 
both  to m e  w h e n I w as  Ch airm an and  
to th e  Socie ty ove r a ve ry long tim e . 

H e  w ill b e  gre atly m is s e d .

Eva Lipm an

W e bs ite
Re giste r on th e  Socie ty w e bs ite  and  h ave  your say in our Forum :

w w w .taplow s ocie ty.org.uk
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W illiam  W ood  and  Sons Ltd is fam iliar to m any 
in Taplow  as a w ell-re spected  local landscape  
d e s ign and  h oricultural busine ss. A  recent 
enq uiry to H TS by Joh n W ard en of Park s and  
Gardens UK (PGUK), a project cataloguing all 
notable  park s and  gard ens in th e  UK, 
stim ulated  th e  follow ing brie f account.

PGUK h as e stablish ed  th at W oods w as 
accorded a Royal W arrant in 19 55 for w ork  carried  
out at W indsor, paid for, it is th ough t, out of th e  
Privy Purse , w h ich  m eans th e  w ork  involved th e  
Que en's private  gardens. Th e  busine ss can be  
dated to at least th e  19 30s, based on copie s of th e  
firm 's 19 35 catalogues, currently offered for sale 
via a rare  book s supplier, w h e re  W oods is referred 
to as 'th is k ey landscape  supplie s firm '. W ood and 
Sons Ltd is still listed as a current W arrant H older 
on th e  Royal W arrant H olders' w ebsite , alth ough  
th e  com pany's w ebsite  and em ail contact details 
do not se em  to be  active.

My pe rsonal recollection of W oods date s 
from  th e  19 69 , w h e n it w as still a gente el firm  of 
landscape  gard ene rs, w ith  w h om  I h ad  m y first 
job. I joine d  D ick  (w h o cam e  com plete  w ith  
pork  pie  h at and  pipe ) and  h is  team , base d  in 
th e  potting sh e d  about w h e re  th e  off-licence  
now  is in th e  Bish ops Centre : D ick 's team  
consiste d  of D ick , H az el, little  Colin (w h o still 
live s locally) and  m yself.

Th e  firm  grew  its ow n stock  and  h ad  its 
re tail s ite  on th e  pre se nt Bis h ops Ce ntre  s ite . 
Much  of m y w ork  w as w ate ring s h rubs, e tc., 
inte rrupte d  by firm ly ad h e re d -to m e al bre ak s, 
th e  first of w h ich  w as about 10am , afte r a 7.30 –  
8am  start, and  involve d  Cornis h  pastie s  or 
s im ilar, h e ate d  ove r a paraffin stove . D ick  w as 
an old -fash ione d  type  of h e ad  gard e ne r, w h o 
rule d  h is  sm all e m pire  w ith  aplom b. Th e  
q ualifie d  nurse rym an w as Joh n, a plant 
spe cialist, w h o live d  in Le nt R ise . Th e re  w as 
still a sort of appre ntice sh ip syste m , and  
prom is ing youngste rs w e re  se nt off to 
h orticultural colle ge .

Th e  W oods landscape  gard ene r I k new  w as 
Mr Brett, a gentlem an in all sense s, and  a ve ry 
w ell-re spected  gard en d e signe r. Mr Brett lived  
next to us in w h at is now  H illm ead  (follow ing 
d em olition of th e  sch ool build ing), but w as th e n 
still th e  original Taplow  Gram m ar Sch ool, 
w h ich  h ad  close d  I th ink  in 19 47, and  w as th e n 
put to use  as flats. O ur h ouse , Th e  Lodge , is  th e  

only rem nant of th e  original build ings, and  w as 
th e  sch ool h ouse k e e pe r's dw elling (h ouse k e e pe r 
upstairs, h orse  and  trap dow nstairs) until m y 
parents bough t it in about 19 51.

Around th e  late  19 60s to 19 70, W oods w as 
tak en over by th e  original Bish op (J.S.), a very 
d ifferent k ettle of fish , w h o started to turn th e  
plant sales busine ss into a garden centre  in th e  
m odern sense , and developed th e  landscape  side  
vigorously. I w ent to w ork  in th e  draw ing office , 
and rem em ber visiting Sid Jam es' h ouse  to 
m easure  up for an outside  sw im m ing pool, and 
also Joh n Lennon's large  parcel of land, w h e re  
W oods installed a very substantial lak e. Bish ops 
w as probably a m ore  dynam ic operation th an 
W oods h ad be en, and I th ink  got a good slice  of 
th e  region's celebrity and sh ow biz  busine ss!

Gradually, th e  landscape  s id e  of th e  Bish ops 
ope ration re duced , and  plants sale s becam e  le ss 
im portant, until by th e  tim e  Focus D o-It-A ll 
close d  dow n and  w as replaced  early in 2008 by 
Laura A sh ley, plants w e re  no longe r sold. In m y 
m ind , accurately or not, I caugh t th e  e nd  of a 
w ell-re spected  trad itional firm  of landscape  
d e s igne rs in th e  post-w ar pe riod , just as th e  
m ark et and  society ch anged  during th e  s ixtie s, 
ush e ring a m uch  brash e r, push ie r and  m ore  
extrovert d e sign se nse , in h orticulture  as in 
oth e r k ind s of d e sign (e.g. Conran). Mak e s m e  
q uite  nostalgic to th ink  of it.

My th ank s are  due  to Joh n W arden of Park s 
and Gardens (PGUK) for h elp in th e  preparation 
of th is note. PGUK is now  w ell on its w ay to its 
2009  target of 7,500 records, and at pre sent 
already h as 4,700 site s in its arch ive , of w h ich  375 
are  in Buck ingh am sh ire , (including English  
H e ritage  listed, locally listed  and lost gardens). 
Th e  local list system  h as stim ulated aw arene ss of 
a num be r of previously unrecorded  park s and 
gardens, re sulting in th e ir becom ing k now n to 
PGUK. At pre sent, our council, South  Buck s, 
doe s not h old a local list, and doe s not intend to 
e stablish  one , pend ing th e  Environm ent and 
Protection Bill, anticipated  in 2010.

Th e  w e bsite s of PGUK and  th e  Buck s 
Gard ens Trust m ay be  of particular inte re st to 
Society m em be rs:

w w w .park sandgard ens.ac.uk
w w w .buck sgard enstrust.org.uk

Jon W illm ore

W oods  of Taplow
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Th e  origins of Maid e nh e ad  Row ing Club are  
not cle ar, but re cord s of H e nley Royal Re gatta 
ind icate  th at th e re  w as an e ntry from  Th e  Star 
Club, Maid e nh e ad , in 1840, and  as th e  club's 
sym bol is  a gre e n star, th e re  m ay be  som e  
d ire ct conne ction. Th e  ve ry first Row ing 
A lm anack  give s d e tails of a re gatta h e ld  in 
Maid e nh e ad  in 1860 and  it is  k now n th at th e  
pre se nt club w as in e xiste nce  around  th e  1870s.

Th e  club re cord e d  its first H e nley Royal 
Re gatta w in in 19 24 in th e  Th am e s Cup, and  a 
se cond  succe ss  follow e d  in 19 39 , w h e n th e y 
be at Tigre  Boat Club from  A rge ntina in th e  
final of th e  coxle ss fours.

Notable  past m e m be rs  include  Be rt 
Bush ne ll, w inne r of th e  double  sculls at th e  
19 48 O lym pics, and  W illiam  Gre nfe ll, late r 
Lord  D e sborough  of Taplow  w h o, am ong h is  
m any ach ieve m e nts, com pe te d  for O xford  in 
th e  d e ad -h e at boat race  of 1877, row e d  th e  
ch anne l in an e igh t, b e cam e  club captain, 
m ayor of Maid e nh e ad  and  w as a notable  
punting ch am pion (th e  Th am e s Punting 
Ch am pionsh ips are  still h e ld  to th is  day on th e  
Maid e nh e ad  stre tch ). Som e h ow  h e  eve n found  
tim e  to clim b th e  Matte rh orn th re e  tim e s  and  
th e  Niagara Falls tw ice , as w e ll as late r se rving 
as ch airm an of th e  Britis h  O lym pic 
A ssociation. Lord  D e sborough  is  also notable  
for h aving h is  ob ituary e rrone ously publish e d  
in Th e  Tim e s in 19 20 (in fact, h e  live d  until 
19 45). H is  portrait is  prom ine ntly positione d  in 
th e  club above  th e  stairs  le ad ing from  th e  
re ce ption are a.

In th e  m id -19 70s, th e  club adm itted its first 
fem ale m em ber, Laura Lion (ne e  Jenk inson), as a 
junior –  th e  club rules h ad to be  ch anged in order 

to adm it h e r. Laura w ent on to repre sent Great 
Britain in several junior com petitions and rem ains 
a m em ber and active  junior coach . Now , h alf th e  
m em bersh ip is fem ale and th e  club currently h as 
its first fem ale captain, Keri Joh nson.

Th e  club's H e nley Royal Re gatta succe ss  
continue d  in th e  19 80s w ith  th re e  w ins, w ith  
Eric Sim s (now  d ire ctor of se nior row ing at 
Maid e nh e ad  and  w inne r of five  H e nley 
m e dals) w inning one  of th e m  in partne rsh ip 
w ith  Steve  R e dgrave .

Until 19 9 8 th e  club w as locate d  in a tim be r 
and  corrugate d  iron structure  sandw ich e d  
be tw e e n th e  Th am e s R ivie ra H ote l and  th e  A 4 
road  bridge . Th is  w as last exte nd e d  in 19 26 and  
by th e  19 9 0s  w as in a poor cond ition. H ow eve r, 
in 19 9 8, w ith  th e  h e lp of lotte ry fund ing, th e  
club m ove d  to a large  m od e rn purpose -built 
clubh ouse  on th e  oth e r s id e  of th e  rive r in 
Taplow , be tw e e n th e  A 4 bridge  and  Brune l's 
railw ay bridge . Crew s row  on th e  stre tch  
be tw e e n Boulte r's  Lock  and  Bray Lock , a 
d istance  of approxim ate ly 3,000m .

Th e  m ove  to th e  new  large r pre m ise s  in 
Taplow  allow e d  th e  club to active ly re cruit new  
m e m be rs, e spe cially from  local sch ools. 
Me m be rsh ip h as ne arly q uadruple d  s ince  th e  
m ove  and  now  stand s at w e ll ove r 300.

Th e  club h as now  d eve lope d  one  of, if not 
th e , m ost succe ssful junior se ctions in th e  
country, re gularly appe aring at th e  top of 
National Ch am pionsh ips and  National Sch ools 
Ch am pionsh ips m e dal table s along w ith  
le ad ing row ing sch ools such  as Eton and  Lady 
Ele anor H olle s, d e spite  m uch  sm alle r 
re source s and  few e r ath le te s. In 2007, th e  club's 
w om e n's  junior e igh t w on th e  Sch ool's H e ad  
(h e ld  on th e  Tid ew ay ove r th e  Boat R ace  
course ), b e ating all th e  top row ing sch ools in a 
course  re cord  tim e  –  th e  first tim e  th at a club 
h as eve r w on th is  eve nt.

Trad itionally in th e  UK w e  h ave  be en 
stronge st at sw e ep-oar row ing (each  pe rson 
h andling one  large  oar, on alternating sid e s of th e  
boat. H ow ever, recent years h ave  se en a h uge  
grow th  in sculling (tw o sm aller oars pe r pe rson, 
one  in each  h and) and th e  m ajority of th e  row ing 
at Maidenh ead  is now  in sculling boats, partly 
reflecting th e  fact th at all juniors start w ith  
sculling. H ow ever, crew s in trad itional boats such  
as coxed  fours and e igh ts are  still se en regularly 
on th e  Maidenh ead  stretch .

Maide nh e ad Row ing Club
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D e spite  th e  succe ss of th e  club in recent 
years, th e  one  notable  absence  in its catalogue  of 
ach ievem ents h ad  be e n w ins at H e nley Royal 
Regatta and  H e nley W om en's R egatta. Th is w as 
rectifie d  in 2006 w h e n tw o H W R  m e dals w e re  
w on by A lly Brook s and  Louise  Entw istle  in th e  
junior double  sculls event, and  by Natalie  
Trind e r and  Vick y Sim s in th e  se nior double  
sculls. In 2007, Ph il Clapp, sculling in a 
com posite  q uad  w ith  H e nley RC, w on th e  
und e r-19 s Faw ley Cup, crush ing th e  be st 
Australian and  dom e stic com petition in th e  
proce ss and  becom ing th e  first Maid enh ead  
H RR  w inne r s ince  19 9 4. Ph il th en w ent on to 
repre se nt Great Britain in th e  final of th e  w orld 
junior row ing ch am pionsh ips in Be ijing –  th e  
first m ajor event h eld on th e  O lym pic course. 
Products of th e  club's junior row ing program m e  
are  now  appearing on th e  se nior inte rnational 
scene , w ith  form e r junior (and  now  Unive rsity 
of London student) Rob W illiam s w inning a 
bronz e  m e dal in th e  m en's ligh tw e igh t q uad  at 
th e  2007 w orld ch am pionsh ips and  travelling to 
th e  Be ijing O lym pics w ith  th e  GB sq uad.

Th e  club organise s tw o events eve ry year, th e  
Maid enh ead  Junior Regatta in May and  
Maid enh ead  Regatta in e arly August. Th e  Junior 
Regatta, brainch ild  of club m em be r Pie rs 
A lington about five  years ago, is specifically 
d e signe d  for le ss expe rie nce d  junior row e rs (for 
m any it is th e ir first expe rie nce  of racing) and  is 
h eld  in a special A m ateur Row ing A ssociation-
sanctioned  form at th at give s crew s plenty of 
opportunitie s to com pete  in appropriate  
categorie s using a repech age  system , so th at 
nobody's day finish e s by losing in th e  first 
round  (as is  th e  expe rie nce  of so m any juniors at 
oth e r regattas). Th is event is now  a firm ly 
e stablish e d  favourite  w ith  oth e r row ing clubs 
and  sch ools in th e  region and  ope rate s at full 
capacity (of around  85 crew s) eve ry year.

Maid e nh e ad  R e gatta is  a late  se ason 500m  
sprint re gatta th at, trad itionally, h as b e e n race d  
upstre am  on th e  Bray stre tch  of th e  rive r 
finis h ing just be fore  th e  railw ay bridge . 
H ow eve r, in 2007 rive r cond itions ne ce ss itate d  
a last-m inute  re location to D orney Lak e  and  
th e  e xpe rim e nt w as re pe ate d  th is  ye ar.

Th e  succe ss  of th e  re gular adult le arn-to-
row  course s  h as b e e n a m ajor d eve lopm e nt in 
re ce nt ye ars, fe e d ing both  th e  se nior and  
ve te ran com pe titive  sq uad s and  th e  
re cre ational sq uad. Le arn-to-row  h as now  be e n 
supple m e nte d  by a le arn-to-cox course , as 

coxe s are  alw ays in d e m and. So if you are  
sm all, loud  and  bossy, th e re 's  a role  for you at 
th e  club.

Th e  clubh ouse  boasts a sple nd id  clubroom  
th at is  available  for h ire  and  h as b e e n use d  for 
m any w e dd ing re ce ptions and  partie s, w ith  th e  
large  doors and  balcony provid ing a 
m agnifice nt view  of th e  Th am e s. Th e  
clubh ouse  is  k e pt in good  cond ition, th ank s  to 
club 'w ork  days' w h e re  all m e m be rs  are  
e xpe cte d  to le nd  a h e lping h and. It is  alw ays 
inte re sting to find  out w h at oth e r tale nts club 
m e m be rs  h ave  –  from  carpe ntry to laying 
concre te , som e one  w ill k now  h ow  to do it.

Th is  June , th e  club ce le brate d  te n ye ars in its 
new  clubh ouse , w ith  gue st Maid e nh e ad  MP 
Te re sa May atte nd ing th e  ce le brations and  
pre se nting a spe cial cak e  in th e  s h ape  of a 
w om e n's  coxe d  four (in Maid e nh e ad  colours) 
to th e  re location com m itte e . Th e  club's 
am b itions now  are  to revitalise  its m e n's  sq uad  
and  to capitalise  on th e  2012 O lym pic row ing 
re gatta w h ich  is  b e ing h e ld  at ne arby D orney 
Lak e . It is  h ope d  th at som e  curre nt and  form e r 
juniors w ill be  com pe ting in 2012 and  th e  club 
h ope s to h ost row e rs  or supporte rs from  at 
le ast one  com pe ting nation.

Th e  club's w e b  s ite  and  d e tails of le arn-to-
row  and  le arn-to-cox course s  can be  found  at: 
w w w .m aid e nh e adrc.org.uk

H uw  Jen k in s
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W h en St Regis first announced th e ir intention to sell 
off th e Taplow  Paper Mill site, w ith  its 48 acres of 
land, local residents reacted w ith  a m ixture of relief 
(at last, no m ore recycling lorries and som eth ing w ill 
be done about Sk indles) and foreboding (h ideous 
over-developm ent w ith  all th at th at m ay bring). As 
details of th e possible future of th e site are gradually 
revealed, one aspect th at is of particular interest to 
our society h as em erged. Th e latest plans released by 
W atch w ord, th e  new  ow ners, include ideas for 
creating new  inlets w ith  m oorings, to be fronted by 
exclusive riverside h om es; w h ich  m eans th at our 
righ t, as th e  public, to m oor boats and to access th e  
riverside could be curtailed, or even lost.

Th e slipw ay just north  of th e bridge is particularly 
vulnerable. Th is is a public draw dock , sited w h ere  
travellers on th e old London–Bath  road once crossed 
th e  river, before th e  first Maidenh ead bridge w as 
built. Th e slipw ay w as used as a w atering place for 
h orses and cattle, as w ell as a launch ing and landing 
place for com m ercial river traffic and pleasure boats. 
Now adays it provides a rare and valuable point of 
access to th e river for h eavy m ach inery, such  as 
cranes. Th e approach  road to th e slipw ay, w h ich  is 
clearly visible on th e m ap of th e Taplow  Enclosures 
of 1787, existed until just a few  years ago. Sadly, th e  
piece of land occupied by th is road –  w h ich  belonged 
to South  Buck s –  appears to h ave been subsum ed 
into private ow nersh ip (it is now  under th e  
W indrush  VW  garage's car park ) and th ere h ave 
been occasions w h en it seem ed th at th e sam e fate 
m igh t befall th e draw dock .

Avid readers of th is new sletter w ill recall 
previous articles h igh ligh ting th e vulnerability of th e 
slipw ay. In th e  spring of 2000, our front page sh ow ed 
Tissot's painting of a Victorian lady stepping up it, no 
doubt returning from  a boat trip. Th e article 
accom panying it ends w ith  th ese  w ords: 'Th e 
slipw ay is at som e risk  from  any proposed Sk indles 
developm ent and yet anoth er public access point can 
be lost unless w e are h igh ly vigilant.' (Th is w as long 
before St Regis sold out, rem em ber.) In th e  sam e 
issue, Fred Russell w rote a passionate article draw ing 
attention to 'th e  W indrush  affair' m entioned above.

Sub s e q ue nt e ve nts  prove d  th at th e s e  
conce rns  w e re  jus tifi e d . In 2002, th e  
Environm e nt A ge ncy w e re  force d  to prote st 
against th e  ch ainlink  fe ncing and  padlock e d  
gate s th at w e re  put up, obstructing th e  righ t of 
fre e  public acce ss  dow n th e  slipw ay. In th at 
sam e  ye ar, th e y h ad  to tak e  up th e  public's case  
against th e  poss ible  sale  of m oorings just south  

of Maid e nh e ad  Bridge . No w ond e r, th e n, th at 
w e  aw ait th e  publication of W atch w ord 's  
planning application w ith  such  tre pidation.

It's not all doom  and gloom , h ow ever. Th e  good 
new s is th at local groups are  m arsh alling th e ir 
forces to ensure  th at any redevelopm ent of th e  St 
Regis site  w ill h ave som eth ing to offer th e  w h ole 
com m unity, not just th e  developers. O ver th e  last 
year or so, a m utual intere st group h as be en 
m eeting to sh are  th e ir aspirations for th e  site. Bob 
Dulson, of th e  Maidenh ead Civic Society, sum m ed 
up th e ir aim s as 'trying to influence th e  planners 
and th e  new  ow ners on th is unique  opportunity to 
regenerate th e  area, and th rough  appropriate 
redevelopm ent, to realise  its true  potential to th e  
benefit of all'. In addition, representatives from  th e  
parish  council, th e  R iver Th am es Society, Mill Lane 
re sidents and our ow n society, as w ell as th e  Civic 
Society, h ave be en h olding m eetings w ith  a 
com m unity liaison group set up by H unter Page, 
th e  agents for th e  new  ow ners of th e  site.

Th e  local groups are  anxious th at th e  
d evelopm ent sh ould recognise  th e  s ite 's Gre en 
Belt status and  e nsure  th at it is in k e e ping w ith  
th e  im m e d iate  e nvironm ent and  th e  nearby 
conse rvation areas. Th ey h ave  draw n attention 
to th e  ne e d  to re tain pe riod  build ings of 
arch itectural m e rit and  to find  a solution to 
potentially dange rous and  unw elcom e  traffic in 
Mill Lane. Notably, th ey h ave  placed strong 
em ph asis on th e  particular re q uirem ents of th is 
as a rive rsid e  s ite. Earlie r th is year, Bob D ulson 
w rote  to Jam ie  Lew is of H unte r Page , listing 
th e ir prioritie s w h ich  included
• Enh ancing public acce s s  and  vie w s  to both  

Jub ile e  and  Maid e nh e ad  R ive rs
• Exe rcis ing caution ove r private  rive rbank  

ow ne rs h ip
• Em ph as is ing le isure  and  re cre ational use s  

of th e  are a
• Ins isting th at rive rs id e  bus ine s s  s h ould  b e  

rive r-re late d
• Pre se rving and  e nh ancing m ooring and  

boatyard  facilitie s.
H e said: 'I h ope your clients can see  th e  potential 

for reaping a return on th e ir investm ent not just in 
real estate but in a w ay w h ich  could realise  th e  
trem endous potential of th is site as a river-based 
destination.'

Am en to th at.

Gill H ollow ay

Mill Lane  Rive rs ide
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O n 16 Se pte m be r 2008 th e  d eve lope rs h e ld  an 
exh ib ition at th e  m ill. Th ey s h ow e d  plans 
cove ring th e  are a from  th e  A 4 at Sk indle s 
th rough  to th e  north e rn e nd  of th e  pape r-m ill 
site . It is  still ve ry e arly in th e  planning proce ss  
so th e re  w as not m uch  d e tail about exactly 
w h at th e  propose d  build ings w ould  look  lik e , 
but th e  ove rall id e a w as fairly cle ar. Th e  
curre nt plans are  re produce d  ove rle af; w e  are  
ve ry grate ful to H unte r Page  Planning for 
provid ing e le ctronic copie s  in tim e  for th is  
is sue  and  for allow ing us to publish  th e m .

Starting from  th e  south e rn e nd , th e  m ain 
points are :
• Build  a new  h ote l on th e  Sk indle s s ite
• Provid e  a new  public footpath  along th e  

rive r s id e  of th e  h ote l, link ing Mill Lane  to 
th e  Th am e s Path

• Move  th e  Mill Lane /A 4 junction to th e  
e aste rn s id e  of th e  VW  d e ale rsh ip

• Build a tennis club be h ind  th e  VW  d ealersh ip
• Ke e p th e  e xisting w ork ing boatyard  but add  

som e  new  build ings to th e  s ite
• Build  a group of Live /W ork  units w h e re  th e  

re cycling yard  now  is, along w ith  a ce ntral 
se rvice s build ing h old ing m e e ting room s e tc

• Enlarge  th e  inle ts from  th e  Th am e s to form  
sm all m arinas w ith  h ous ing around  th e m

• Build  a se t of link e d  apartm e nts along th e  
Jubile e  R ive r above  th e  intak e  w e ir

• Refurbish  Dunloe Lodge and Glen Island H ouse
• Provid e  new  public footpath s to th e  

north e rn e nd  of th e  s ite
• A lth ough  not sh ow n on th e  plans, th e re  is  

th e  possibility of a footbridge  to Boulters Lock
Th e  Live /W ork  units are  an inte re sting id e a: 
th e se  w ould  be  h ouse s  w h e re  e ach  h as an 
attach e d  office  w ith  its ow n e ntrance  and  
facilitie s. Th e re  w ould  be  a le gal structure  
re q uiring at le ast one  occupant of th e  h ouse  to 
w ork  in th e  attach e d  office , and  lim iting th e  
type  of w ork  to be  done  th e re . A ppare ntly th is  
is  alre ady w ork ing in a few  new  d eve lopm e nts. 
Th is  sort of th ing s h ould  re ally h e lp to 
prom ote  w ork ing from  h om e  and  z e ro-
com m ute  bus ine sse s.

Th e  e xh ib ition w as w e ll atte nd e d  and  th e re  
w as am ple  opportunity to ask  q ue stions and  
e xpre ss  opinions. It is  a a positive  start, th ough  
w e  m ust re m ain vigilant and  m ak e  sure  th at 
local opinions are  tak e n into account as th e  
plans evolve .

Th e  Socie ty w ill m ak e  form al re sponse s  to 
th e  plans as th e y progre ss  th rough  th e  syste m . 
Ple ase  h e lp by joining th e  d iscuss ion in th e  
Forum  se ction of our w e bs ite :

w w w .taplow socie ty.org.uk
Th e  Socie ty ne e d s  to k now  your vie w s!

Andrew  Findlay

Plans  for th e  Pape r Mill Site  and Sk indle s
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Ettie : Th e  Intim ate  Life  and D auntless Spirit of 
Lady D e sborough , by R ich ard  D ave nport-H ine s. 
W e id e nfe ld  and  Nicolson, London, 2008.
Th is  is  a good  and  inte re sting re ad  w ith  ple nty 
of local h istory and  inform ation. It s h ow s 
R ich ard  D ave nport H ine s' adm iration for h e r 
d e te rm ination and  courage , for th e  book  is  sub -
title d , 'th e  dauntle ss spirit' w ith  good  re ason.

O rph ane d  at th re e  years old, Ettie  lost h e r 
broth e r at seven years, h e r tw o olde st sons in 
th e  w ar in 19 15, and  h e r last son, th e  baby of h e r 
five  ch ildren, ten years late r in a car accid ent. 
Th e se  are  th e  m ore  obviously d evastating 
d eath s, and  Ettie  also lost th e  gene ration of 
young adm ire rs w h o repre se nte d  th e  life  blood 
at Taplow  Court before  th e  Great W ar, as w ell as 
suffe ring th e  e arly d eath s of m uch -loved  
grandparents, aunts and  guard ian uncle s w h o 
h ad  provid e d  th e  love  and  care  of h e r young life.

Ettie  m arrie d  W illie  Grenfell, later Lord 
D e sborough , in 1887, th e  year of Que en Victoria's 
fiftieth  jubile e. Both  fam ilie s w e re  w ealth y and 
influential. Both  Ettie 's grandparents cam e  from  
very rich  aristocratic fam ilie s ow ning vast e state s, 
d e scribed  as quinte ssentially great Edw ard ian 
W h igs. Th e  biograph e r pre sents m ixed  view s of 
th e ir live s, d e scribing on th e  one  h and rich  and 
beautiful people  living in sunsh ine , but on th e  
oth e r h and a story of a w om an battling all h e r life  
against th e  d epre ssion sh e  believed  w as 
congenital in th e  Cow per sid e  of h e r fam ily. Th is 
sh e  d ealt w ith  by th e  strong religious conviction 
th at th e  d ead  look  after th e  living. Sh e  h ad  se en 
h e r fath e r as w ell as aunts and uncles collapse  
w ith  grief and sh e  is d e scribed  by h e r son-in-law  
as d ete rm inedly overcom ing th e  sorrow  at th e  
loss of h e r sons w ith  s h e e r w ill-pow e r. Som e  
contem porarie s suspected  th at h e r insistent 
optim ism  in th e  face  of death  w as superficial, but 
m ost adm ired  w h at th ey saw  as m agnificently 
h e roic be h aviour.

W h e n Ettie  and  W illie , ne w ly m arri e d , 
re turne d  from  th e ir h one ym oon, th e  
b iograph e r d e scrib e s  th e m  be ing m e t at th e  old  
Taplow  Station (on th e  Bath  Road  opposite  th e  
H arve ste r public h ouse ) by te nants and  
e m ploye e s  w h o h aule d  th e ir carriage  from  th e  
station up Be rry H ill to Taplow  Court as a 
ge sture  of fe alty. Taplow  Court h ad  be e n le ft to 
W illie  by h is  grandfath e r, th e  th e n MP for 
W ind sor, toge th e r w ith  3,000 acre s  of 
Buck ingh am sh ire  and  Be rk s h ire .

Th e  spark ling group of influe ntial poe ts, 
polititians and  lite rary figure s  e nte rtaine d  at 
Taplow  Court, w h o be cam e  k now n as 'th e  
souls' in London socie ty, are  d e scrib e d  by 
D ave nport- H ine s  as  w itty, cle ve r and  
politically h igh ly influe ntial; both  Balfour and  
A sq uith  w e re  m e m be rs  and  re gular vis itors, as 
w as Ch urch ill. Ettie  w as a d e d icate d  le tte r-
w rite r and  re ad e r, and  h e r vast corre spond e nce  
w ith  such  m ajor pe rsonalitie s  of th e  tim e  
provid e s  one  of th e  source s for th is  book .

In 189 3 th e  A stors m ove d  to Clive d e n, and 
th ere  follow ed years of com petition betw e en Ettie  
D e sborough  and Nancy A stor over extravagant 
Saturd ay-to-Mond ay h ouse  partie s, alth ough  
eventually th e  tw o w om en becam e  friends. W illie  
becam e  Mayor of Maidenh ead in 189 5 w ith  
m am m oth  local celebrations, and Ettie  w as an 
active  and popular lady bountiful in th e  d istrict, 
enth usiastically collecting piles of goods from  
friends w ith  w h ich  to h old h uge  jum ble sales.

During th e  Second W orld W ar, Taplow  Court 
becam e a convalescent h om e for exh austed nurse s, 
and for evacuated babie s and th e ir m oth ers, at least 
partly under th e  influence of Ettie 's eldest daugh ter, 
w h o h ad be en a nurse  in th e  Great W ar. Now  in h er 
fiftie s, Ettie , de scribed as still beautiful and still 
ch arm ing, continued to enjoy th e  com pany of 
brigh t young w riters but w as also still posse ssive of 
th em . Sh e  becam e a courtier to Queen Mary, w h o 
h ad be en a girlh ood friend. Th is role continued for 
28 years, during w h ich  tim e  sh e  accom panied th e  
King and Queen on strenuous w ar w ork , and sh e  
w as present w ith  Queen Mary w h en George V died.

W illie  d ie d  in 19 44, age d  89 , and  w as burie d  
at Taplow  w ith  Ivo, h is  younge st son. Th e  
previous ye ar Ettie  h ad  falle n and  brok e n h e r 
h ip, w h ich  neve r re ally h e ale d  and  le ft h e r 
unable  to trave l, but sh e  continue d  to e nte rtain 
until h e r d e ath  in 19 52. Inte re stingly, Sk indle s 
w as le ft by W illie  to h is  granddaugh te r, but h e r 
fath e r th ough t it too d isre putable  to be  ow ne d  
by a 15-ye ar-old -girl, and  it w as sold.

Th e  book  provid e s  a fascinating ins igh t into 
an im pre ss ive  life  a ce ntury ago. It is  th e  only 
b iograph y of th is  local, glam orous Edw ard ian 
h oste ss, a be autiful, rich , ch arm ing and  cleve r 
w om an of h uge  pe rsonal stre ngth  and  w ill-
pow e r, w h o, d e spite  gre at trage dy, utte rly 
re fuse d  to be com e  b itte r.

Esth e r W illm ore

Ettie : Lady De s borough
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W ould life  in Taplow  be  bette r if th e re  w as a 
village  sh op?

In th e  19 th  and  e arly 20th  ce nturie s  Taplow  
H igh  Stre e t th rive d. Th e  s h ops, w h ich  include d  
a butch e r, bak e r, groce r and  live ry outfitte r, 
se rve d  th e  ne e d s  of th e  village  and  th e  
d e m and s of th e  large  h ouse s  of th e  are a such  
as Clive d e n and  Taplow  Court. Sadly such  
outle ts h ave  long gone .

Im agine  a sm all sh op in Taplow  today, 
ow ne d  and  run by th e  village rs for th e  
village rs. A  place  to buy e sse ntials, or th e  
occasional ice  cre am , or eve n a coffe e  and  a 
fre s h  pastry along w ith  th e  w e e k e nd  pape rs. A  
place  use d  re gularly by th ose  of us w h o live  
h e re  and  th ose  w h o com e  to vis it. Som e th ing 
in w h ich  w e  all h ave  a stak e  and  w h ich  brings 
to th e  village  an am e nity w h ich  m ost sm all 
com m unitie s  h ave  lost.

It w ould n’t w ork  of cours e . Th e re  w ould  
ne ve r b e  e nough  pe ople  w illing to h e lp out 
or sufficie nt m one y to m ak e  it h appe n. It 
w ould  ne ve r b e  able  to offe r th e  sam e  ch oice  
or value  as  th e  supe rm ark e ts  d ow n th e  road , 
or th e  e xte ns ive  ope ning h ours. O ve rall a 
d aft id e a, a fantasy.

A lth ough ...th e re  is  one  in Sulgrave  in 
O xford sh ire. I k now  th is, because  I w ent th e re. 
O n a Sunday afte rnoon. It is ve ry good  –  in fact 
th e  Countrysid e  A lliance  h as voted  it Be st Rural 
Retaile r in th e  south e rn region. Inte re stingly, 
and  m uch  to m y surprise , th e re  are  over 150 
village s w ith  s im ilar sh ops, w h ich  are  ow ne d  
and  run by th e  local com m unity. Th e re  are  s ix in 
Buck ingh am sh ire  and  Be rk sh ire , tw o of w h ich  
opene d  last year.

Village s w ith  a sh op are , apparently, m ore  
d e s irable  place s to live. Th e  village s th at h ave  
th em  claim  th at th ey offe r m ore  th an m e re  
convenie nce  or 'top-up' sh opping because  th ey 
provid e  a m e eting place  and  se nse  of 
com m unity, pe rh aps in som e  w ays lik e  th e  
French  tabac. Th ey provid e  a social benefit, 
th rough  be ing both  a place  w h e re  regular use rs 
get to k now  oth e rs in th e  village  and  a w ay of 
creating an inform al social support netw ork . 
W ith  m ore  people  w anting to sh op locally and  
not alw ays w anting th e  im pe rsonal se rvice  of 
th e  giant supe rm ark et ch ains, th e re  is  currently 
an active  m ovem ent nationally to re -e stablish  
th e  village  sh op as a k ey feature  of local life. In 
fact, th e re  is  so m uch  inte re st and  activity th at a 

ch aritable  organisation h as be e n set up to h elp. 
Th e  Village  Retail Se rvice s A ssociation (ViRSA ) 
w as founde d  in 19 9 2 in D orset by th e  Plunk ett 
Foundation follow ing th e  succe ssful start-up of 
a com m unity-ow ne d  sh op in th e  village  of 
H alstock . It provid e s assistance  for com m unitie s 
w anting to set up a village  sh op, covering all 
aspects of th e  venture  includ ing ow ne rsh ip, 
planning and  w h at to sell. Accord ing to ViRSA, 
a typical com m unity sh op engage s 25 
volunte e rs, e m ploys 1.3 e q uivalent full-tim e  
staff, is profitable  and  w as supported  by ViRSA  
during its start-up pe riod. Start-up costs are  
typically financed  from  a m ixture  of loans, 
grants and  m oney raise d  from  th e  village.

For com m e rcial sh opk e epe rs, a village  sh op 
often provid e s low  financial returns com pare d  
to w h at th ey w ould get elsew h e re. H ow eve r, a 
com m unity-ow ne d  sh op, w h ilst ne e d ing to be  
profitable  to survive , can sustain itself w ith  a 
d iffe rent financial m odel. In particular, costs can 
be  re duced  by volunte e r h elp (th ough  m ost 
sh ops still h ave  an em ployed  full-tim e  
m anage r), w ith  volunte e rs w ork ing 2-4 h ours a 
w e e k . In add ition, because  th e  village rs h ave  a 
pe rsonal and/or financial stak e  in th e  sh op, 
th e re  is  a natural incentive  to use  it and  m ak e  it 
a succe ss.

Th e re  m ay be  a great d eal of scepticism  
about w h eth e r Taplow  could support a sh op. 
Ce rtainly, th e re  w ould ne e d  to be  a s ignificant 
am ount of w ork  to te st its viability and  get th e  
project going. O n th e  oth e r h and , th e  be nefits 
w ould be  e q ually significant. If th e  d e s ire  and  
support is th e re  it w ould se em  em inently 
feasible. Given th at Taplow  already h as a strong 
com m unity spirit (look  at th e  village  gre en 
party) and  a w ell-e ducated  and  sk illed  
population, surely it m ust be  possible  for us to 
m ak e  it w ork  too –  if w e  w ant to.

Th e  Com m itte e  is  w onde ring w h eth e r to tak e  
th is furth e r. Th e  first step w ould probably be  to 
se nd  out a q ue stionnaire  in th e  near future  to 
gauge  w h eth e r it w ould be  a viable  id ea. In th e  
m eantim e  it w ould be  great to get your 
fe e dback  and  id eas. A ny th ough ts you h ave  
sh ould be  d irected  to ne il.blundell@sk y.com  
and  h e ad e d  'Village  Sh op'.

For m ore  inform ation, se e  th e  ViRSA  w e bsite  
at w w w .virsa.org

Neil Blundell

Village  Sh op
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A  new  footpath  h as b e e n laid  out both  
e xte nd ing and  re placing part of Footpath  21 in 
th e  north  of th e  Paris h . Th e  e xisting Footpath  
21 crosse s  A bbott’s  W ood  be tw e e n H e ath fie ld  
Road  and  W ooburn Com m on Road. It is  
th ough t to be  th e  last re m aining stre tch  in th e  
are a of a pilgrim s' route  from  Ke nt to W oburn 
A bbey. Th e  evid e nce  for th is  supposition 
com e s from  e arly m aps and  th e  class ic s h ape  
and  d im e ns ions of its cross -s e ction.

From  H e ath fie ld  Road  th e  first part of th e  
Footpath  is  a tarm ac d rive  w h ich  runs  along 
th e  s id e  of th e  A bbott’s  W ood  H ouse , its  
gard e ns  and  outbuild ings. O nce  th e  
re s id e ntial curtilage  is  pass e d  it b e com e s  an 
attractive  but s h ort, inform al 
Buck ingh am s h ire  w ood land  w alk  b e fore  
re ach ing W ooburn Com m on Road  w h ich , 
once  cross e d , joins  th e  Be e ch e s  W ay.

Th e  curre nt inte re st in Footpath  21 com e s  
from  tw o d ire ctions. Th e  ow ne rs  of A bbott’s  
W ood  h ave  pe rm is s ion to re place  th e  e xisting 
h ouse  w ith  a large  m ixe d  arch ite ctural h istory 
s h ow  pie ce , prospe ctive  purch ase rs  of w h ich  
w ould  b e  unlik e ly to b e  e ncourage d  by th e  
proxim ity of a public footpath . O ppos ition to 
any d ive rs ion of th e  footpath  com e s  from  th e  
d e s ire  to k e e p a public footpath  w ith  a long 
rom antic h istory. Th e  Paris h  Council also h as  
a policy of oppos ing any proposals to ch ange  
footpath  route s, a policy th at re sults from  
local land ow ne rs’ long h istory of te rm inating 
righ ts  of w ay. Th is  in turn h as  re sulte d  in a 
Paris h  w h ich  no longe r h as  an e ffe ctive  
footpath  ne tw ork  joining its  north e rn and  
south e rn are as. Link s  w ith  footpath s  in 
surround ing paris h e s  are  also m e agre  and  
lack ing in coh e s ion. Th e re  is , th e re fore , a 
re liance  on rural lane s  and  road s  and  th e ir 
ve rge s  as  conne ctions, a re liance  th at h as  
unfortunate ly not b e e n re cognis e d  by th e  
H igh w ay Auth ority w h o appe ar to d o all in 
th e ir pow e r to attract rat-running traffic and  
incre ase  its  spe e d . Th is  m ak e s  th e  ve rge s  both  
unattractive  and  in parts  pe rilous for w alk e rs.

To cut th e  Gord ian k not produce d  by 
d ive rge nt inte re sts, th e  ow ne rs  h ave  put 
forw ard  an alte rnative  routing for Footpath  21 
and  ge ne rously incre ase d  th e  le ngth  of th e  
footpath  to th e  w e st to allow  a link  b e tw e e n 
tw o se ctions of th e  Be e ch e s  W ay, one  com ing 

th rough  Coach  Farm  A lley to Sh e e pcote  Lane  
and  th e  oth e r starting to th e  e ast of H ale’s  
Cottage  on W ooburn Com m on Road. Th e  new  
footpath  route s h ave  be e n laid  out as 
pe rm iss ive  path s  and  can be  w alk e d  by all w h o 
w is h  to do so, allow ing a com parison to be  
m ad e  be tw e e n th e  e xisting and  th e  propose d.

Th e  new  pe rm iss ive  path s  form  a ve ry 
ple asant w oodland  w alk  m uch  longe r th an th e  
e xisting Footpath  21. It is  th ough t by som e  to 
th e  m ost attractive  footpath  in th e  locality. Th e  
m ost obvious im prove m e nt at th e  H e ath fie ld  
Road  e nd  is  th e  s e ction of footpath  going south  
from  th e  e xisting tarm ac d rive  th rough  
ple asant w oodland s. Th e  land scape  of th is  new  
se ction is  gre at visual im prove m e nt on w h at is  
now  just th e  acce ss  to a h ouse  and  its 
associate d  outbuild ings. Th e  new  link  on th e  
Be e ch e s  W ay w ould  be  a ve ry positive  asse t to 
th e  Public Footpath  syste m  as th e  curre nt 
conne ctions are  along busy road s w ith  no 
continuous ve rge s  for w alk e rs’ use . Furth e r 
im prove m e nts, sugge ste d  by th e  Paris h  
Council, include  ch anging part of th e  
alignm e nt of th e  new  route  to include  th e  
w ood e d  se ction of th e  e xisting Footpath  21 and  
m oving th e  se ction paralle ling Sh e e pcote  Lane  
furth e r from  th e  road  to re duce  traffic noise .

Footpath  21
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If Footpath  21 could  une q uivocally b e  
prove d  to b e  an ancie nt righ t of w ay, th e n it 
can b e  ne ith e r d ive rte d  nor lost but a m ore  
picture sq ue  alte rnative  could  re d uce  or 
voluntarily e nd  its  use . If Footpath  21 cannot 
b e  prove d  to b e  an ancie nt righ t of w ay, th e n it 
could  b e  th e  subje ct of a m od ification ord e r 
application w h ose  succe s s  w ould  b e  
d e pe nd e nt on th e  im prove m e nt offe re d  to th e  
e xisting route . Th e  footpath  w ould  still h ave  
to start and  e nd  at th e  e xisting place  and  th e  
m od ifie d  path s  w ould  h ave  to b e  statutorily 
re giste re d  public footpath s  and  not 
pe rm is s ive  or pe rm itte d  path s  w h ich  could  b e  
close d  by th e  land ow ne r.

Th e  next m ove  belongs to th e  ow ners w h o 
h ave  h eld w id e spread  consultation w ith  relevant 
bod ie s to garner reactions to th e  proposal. Th e  

possibility h as also be en raise d  th at som e  of th e  
w ood land  could  b e  d onate d  to th e  Paris h  
Council. H TS m em be rs are  encouraged  to visit 
th e  north  of th e  Parish  and w alk  th e  new  path s. If 
follow ed  on to th e  Be ech e s W ay eastw ard, 
w alk e rs are  faced  w ith  th e  d ilem m a of ch oosing 
betw e en th e  Jolly W oodm an and th e  Black w ood 
A rm s. Braver souls can d ice  w ith  th e  traffic and 
turn w e st on to W ooburn Com m on Road to th e  
Royal Standard!

Mary Trevallion

Th e  n ew  path s do not appear on printed  m aps yet, 
but th e y are  on th e  w eb at w w w .open stre etm ap.org 
and w e  h ave printed  th e  relevant section h e re . Th e  
n ew  path s are  sh ow n in  re d  and  th e  easie st place s to 
park  are  m ark e d  w ith  blue P sym bols. - Ed .

Is th e re  a conspiracy of silence  about th e  current 
unsigh tly pligh t of our h orse  ch e stnut tre e s? 
Re spond ing to a teleph one  enquiry, a South  
Buck s D istrict Council spok e sm an said  h e  k new  
noth ing about it but after consulting a colleague  
h e  returned  to say th e re  w as no ne ed  for concern 
since  th e  tre e s w ould undoubtedly recover.

It appears th at th e  grub of th e  h orse  ch e stnut 
leaf m ine r –  a tiny th ing –  is  one  of th e  culprits 
and  e nte re d  th e  country as an unw elcom e  
im m igrant som e  s ix years ago. Th e  h orse  
ch e stnuts are  also be ing attack e d  by anoth e r 
assailant in th e  form  of a d ise ase  called  ble e d ing 
cank e r, w h ich  appears on th e  trunk . Th is is  
cause d  by a bacte rium  th at flourish e s due  to th e  
recent spate  of m ild w inte rs and  w et springs.

Th e  Fore stry Com m iss ion say th at th e  
d ise ase  is  currently affecting som e  75% of all 
h orse  ch e stnuts in th e  South  East and  th e  re sult 
m ay be  th e  d eath  of th e  tre e s. Th ose  infected  by 
leaf m ine r alone  are  at se rious risk  because  th e  
w h ole  tre e  is  seve rely w eak e ne d  w h e n th e  leaf-
fall is accelerated  as if it w e re  an early autum n. 
So w h y is th e re  a total lack  of m e d ia inte re st 
w h e n D utch  Elm  d ise ase  w as m ajor h e adline  

new s? Th e re  h as be e n virtually no new spape r 
com m ent about th is current bligh t oth e r th an a 
trivial piece  in th e  Telegraph , lam enting th e  
d ism al future  for 'conk e ring' ch ildren.

Taplow  and  H itch am  h ave  m any m ajor 
h orse -ch e stnut tre e s  w h ich  are  now  suffe ring 
seve re ly and  look ing extre m e ly sorry for 
th e m se lve s. Many are  in are as w h e re  th e  
d eve lope rs w h o ow n th e  land  w ould  w e lcom e  
an e xcuse  to re m ove  th e m .

Pe rh aps th e  South  East of today, w ith  its 
vast urbanisation program m e , h as re place d  
tre e  h ugge rs w ith  tre e  s h rugge rs; w h o care s  
about m e ssy, inconve nie nt, le af- and  branch -
d ropping, soil-sapping, s h ad e -cre ating old  
tre e s  anyw ay?

I do, for one !

Fred  Russell

A local expert h as sugge sted  th at w e  could h elp our 
h orse  ch e stnuts by collecting up and burn ing all th e  
fallen leaves. Th is w ould re duce  th e  population of 
bugs trying to invad e  th e  tre e s n ext spring. W orth  a 
try pe rh aps - Ed .

Tre e s  in Pe ril
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W e re  you aw are  th at on your doorste ps s its a 
Site  of Spe cial Scie ntific Inte re st (SSSI)? D o you 
h ave  any id e a w h at lie s  b e h ind  th e  grey 
fe ncing on Mill Lane , close  to th e  Jubile e  R ive r? 
No? W e ll, you're  not alone . Th e  s ite  in q ue stion 
is  an old  abandone d  ch alk  q uarry calle d  South  
Lod ge  Pit. It i s  one  of only 11 SSSIs  in 
Buck ingh am sh ire  th at are  liste d  for th e ir 
ge ological im portance .

Th e  South  Lodge  Pit w as first noted  as an 
im portant site  in 19 51 and granted  SSSI status in 
19 75. Th e  site  is ow ned  and m anaged  by th e  
Taplow  Court e state , but th e  re sponsibility to 
protect th e  site  lie s w ith  Natural England. In 19 9 9  
a significant clean-up occurred  and th e  quarry 
face s w e re  cleaned  and unde rgrow th  rem oved. 
H ow ever over th e  last nine  years th e  vegetation 
h as grow n back  to th e  point w h e re  m any of th e  
feature s are  no longer acce ssible  or visible.

O n 31 May, th e  Buck s Earth  H e ritage  
Group, a sm all but e nth us iastic group w ith  an 
inte re st in conse rving and  prom oting ge ology 
w ith in Buck ingh am sh ire , organise d  a q uarry 
cle an-up. Toge th e r w ith  local volunte e rs  and  
staff from  Taplow  Court th e y spe nt th e  day 
re m oving sh rub and  buddle ia grow th  from  th e  
q uarry face s and  im proving acce ss.

South  Lodge  Pit first appe ars in th e  
scie ntific lite rature  in 189 1 w h e n Mr A  Strah an 
w as e xam ining som e  rock  sam ple s from  th e  
q uarry th at h ad  be e n se nt to th e  Muse um  of 
Practical Ge ology in London. H e  re cognise d  
th e  unusual ch aracte r of th e  ch alk  and  h e  
subse q ue ntly vis ite d  th e  pit.

In re cord s from  th e  tim e , South  Lodge  Pit 
w as alre ady re fe rre d  to as an 'old  q uarry', 
poss ibly be ing abandone d  for som e  tim e . Th e  
ch alk  w as m ost lik e ly extracte d  for th e  
m anufacture  of lim e  for build ing and  for 
agriculture . Quarrie s  lik e  South  Lodge  Pit, 
close  to th e  Th am e s, m ay w e ll h ave  be e n th e  
source  for lim e  use d  in th e  e arly construction 
of London. Th e re  is  docum e ntary evid e nce  of 
m ine ral extraction and  q uarrying s ince  th e  16th  
ce ntury. In th e  H am pton Court account book s  
for th e  1530s th e re  is  a re cord  of burnt lim e  and  
brick s  b e ing transporte d  dow n th e  Th am e s 
from  a Taplow  q uarry.

To und e rstand  th e  s ignificance  of th e  pit w e  
ne e d  to und e rstand  h ow  th e  ch alk  form e d. 
D uring th e  Late  Cre tace ous pe riod  (Th e  A ge  of 
th e  D inosaurs, 100-65 m illion ye ars ago), se a 
leve l w as up to 250m  h igh e r th an pre se nt day. 
Th e re  w e re  no ice  caps and  th e  plane t w as 
m uch  w arm e r. Th e  oce ans spilt ove r on to th e  
contine nts and  m ost of Britain includ ing, m ost 
im portantly for our story, Buck ingh am sh ire , 
w as subm e rge d  be low  th e  se a. Th e  Taplow  
ch alk  form e d  in th e se  s h allow  m arine  
cond itions th rough  th e  accum ulation of th e  
m icroscopic s k e le tal re m ains of m illions of 
m arine  plank ton calle d  cocolith osph ore s. Th e  
proce ss  w as ve ry slow  and  it is  e stim ate d  th at 
ch alk  form e d  at an ave rage  rate  of about 1 to 3 
cm  eve ry 1,000 ye ars. Th e  low  pe rce ntage  of 
oth e r m ine rals in th e  Taplow  ch alk  is  e xplaine d  
by th e  vastne ss  of th is  Cre tace ous O ce an and  
th e  d istance  th e  Taplow  are a w as from  any 
land  at th e  tim e .

Th e  occurre nce  of ph osph atic d e pos its  
w ith in ch alk s  of th is  age  is  w e ll re cognis e d  in 

South  Lodge  Pit
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north -e aste rn France , but South  Lod ge  Pit 
re m ains  th e  only s ite  in south e rn England  
w h e re  th e s e  d e pos its  are  w e ll d e ve lope d  and  
th e ir age  can b e  cle arly d e te rm ine d . Th e  
d e pos its  contain abund ant brow n granular 
ph osph ate , large ly cons isting of ph osph ate -
fille d  and  coate d  foram inife ral te sts  (th e  s h e lls 
of anoth e r m icroscopic m arine  anim al), 
ph osph atis e d  m acrofos s il fragm e nts , fae cal 
pe lle ts , p h os p h ati s e d  i ntraclas ts  and  
ve rte b rate  re m ains.

In 19 05 Mr H arold  W h ite  and  Mr Llew e llyn 
Tre ach e r publish e d  an e xte ns ive  pape r 
d e scrib ing th e  Taplow  pit, th e  ph osph atic 
d e posits and  th e  foss ils found  th e re . Th ey 
re cognise d  th e  b e d s  of ch alk  w e re  d ipping 
m ore  ste e ply and  in a d iffe re nt d ire ction to 
rock s from  th e  surround ing are a. A lth ough  
th e ir inte rpre tation of th e  pre se nce  of folde d  
rock  strata w as w rong, th e ir obse rvation of 
incre ase d  be d  d ips w as corre ct. It is  now  
th ough t th at th e y re pre se nt th e  s id e s  of a 
subm arine  ch anne l fe ature  calle d  a 'cuve tte '.

So w h e re  doe s th e  ph osph ate  com e  from ? 
Ph osph orus is  abundant in living organism s; for 
exam ple  a average  adult m ale  w ill h ave  
approxim ately 700 gram s of ph osph orus in th e ir 
body and  w ill intak e  and  excrete  approxim ately 
1 to 3 gram s pe r day. In th e  m arine  
e nvironm ent, ph osph ate  is supplie d  
pre dom inantly by th e  break dow n of m arine  
organic m atte r, plants and  anim als. Th e  
accum ulation of a ph osph ate  d eposit re q uire s 
th e  m aintenance  of specific cond itions for 

e xte nd e d  pe riod s  of tim e . Th e  cuve tte s , or 
ch anne ls, provid e d  th is  e nvironm e nt. Th e  
surround ing m arine  cond itions  e ncourage d  
m arine  life , in particular burrow ing creature s 
w h ich  brough t se d im ents into th e ir burrow s, 
re sulting in pre se rvation of m ate rial th at w ould 
oth e rw ise  be  q uick ly d e stroye d  on th e  se a floor. 
Th e  cuvette s becam e  im portant as a m eans of 
concentrating th e  ph osph atic m ate rials as th e  
fine r ch alk  particle s w e re  transported  aw ay by 
th e  ch annel currents.

W e re  th e  ph osph ate s eve r e xtracte d? A s far 
as re cord s ind icate , th e  Ph osph oric Be d s at 
Taplow  w e re  neve r e xploite d  com m e rcially, 
eve n th ough , during both  W orld  W ars th e  
gove rnm e nt analyse d  th e  d e posits in th e  
q uarry and  found  5-20% ph osph ate . Th e  
inte re st w as probably re late d  to th e  use  of 
ph osph orus in th e  m anufacture  of m unitions. 
H ow eve r, th e y d idn't m ine  it –  poss ibly 
be cause  it's  lim ite d  to an are a of about 300 by 
1500m  and  pre sum ably une conom ical.

More  w ork  on South  Lodge  Pit w ill be  
re q uire d  and  th e  group w ill be  planning 
anoth e r cle an-up activity in 2009  and  a 
ge ological vis it late r in 2008 subje ct, of course , 
to pe rm iss ion from  Natural England  and  th e  
landow ne r. If you are  inte re ste d  in le arning 
m ore  about th e  local ge ology, w h y not com e  
and  join us?

Grah am  H ick m an and Roisin  Lak ings

AGM
Th e  Annual Ge ne ral Me e ting of 
th e  H itch am  and Taplow  Socie ty 

w ill tak e  place  on
Friday 31 Octobe r

at th e  Village  Ce ntre , H igh  
Stre e t, Taplow , s tarting at 8 pm .
A de taile d age nda is  include d 

w ith  th is  e dition of th e  
Ne w s le tte r.

TVAP Raffle
Th e  raffle  at th e  2008 Village  Gre e n 
Party w as  in aid of Th am e s  Valle y 
Adve nture  Playground. It w as  ve ry 

s ucce s s ful, rais ing £628.50.
Nick y H utch ins on, th e  Donations  

Manage r, s aid, "Th is  is  a truly 
m agnifice nt s um  and w e  are , as  
you can im agine , jus t th rille d to 

h ave  be e n th e  be ne ficiarie s , and 
m os t grate ful to all th os e  w h o 
s upporte d us  s o ge ne rous ly."
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Many ye ars ago, a pe rce ptive  and  caring lady 
calle d  R ach e l Carson note d  th e  im pact th at th e  
spre ad ing use  of D D T w as h aving on th e  
e nvironm e nt and  w rote  a se m inal book  on h e r 
obse rvations calle d  Silent Spring.

Today, in parts 
of Taplow , w e  h ave  
w h at appe ars to a 
s ile nt sum m e r 
d e sce nd ing upon 
us  in th at our 
sm all songb ird s 
se e m  to be  rapidly 
d isappe aring from  
our gard e ns and  
fie ld s. Th e  re ason 
appe ars to be  th e  
grow ing local 
population of a 
s pe ci e s  of b ird s  
ge ne rally lab e lle d  
as raptors, notably 
pe re grine  falcon, 
re d  k ite  and  
sparrow h aw k .
Th e  Royal Socie ty 
for th e  Prote ction 
of Bird s (R SPB) 
negotiated protection 
for th e se  b ird s  of 
prey on th e  ground s th at th e y w e re  b e ing 
h unte d  to extinction. A s usual, w h e n m an 
d e cid e s  to tak e  a h and  in th e  natural balance  of 
nature , h e  lack s th e  d e e p k now le dge  ne ce ssary 
to m aintain a new  balance . For instance  in 
Scotland  th e  incre ase  of raptors h as re sulte d  in 
th e  virtual extinction of grouse  and  plove r.

Th e  R SPB ‘e xpe rts’ claim  th at th e  grow th  of 
th e  raptor population is  a vital e le m e nt in 
controlling th e  population of th e  '...w e ak e st 
m e m be rs  of th e  prey population w h ich  w e e d s  

out th e  s ick , infirm , starving and  ofte n 
ge ne tically unsuitable  m e m be rs  and  th e re  
h e lps to k e e p a viable , h e alth y prey 
population'. W e ll, te ll th at to th e  rob ins, 
black b ird s, sparrow s, starlings, finch e s  and  tits 

w h ich  th e  'e xpe rts' 
consid e r to be  
m e m be rs  of th e  
'prey population' 
and  w h ich  use d  to 
play out th e ir brie f 
e nough  live s in our 
gard e ns.

A n ave rage  
raptor ne ed s 70– 100 
gram s of food  a 
day, w h ich  is  e q ual 
to ab out tw o 
black b ird s. A  few  
bre e d ing pairs  of 
th e se  adm itte dly 
be autiful cre ature s  
can q u ick ly 
d e cim ate  th e  sm all 
b ird  population.

Th e  R SPB 'spins' 
its re porting of th e  
im pact on th e  sm all 
b i rd  population 
ari s i ng from  

prote cting th e  raptor by placing m ost of th e  
blam e  –  to th e  fury of farm e rs –  on ch ange s to 
agricultural practice s  and  th e  conse q ue nt 
d e struction of sm all b ird  h ab itats.

So, RSPB, h ow  do you plan re store  th e  true  
balance  of nature  betw e en th e  ne e d s of th e  
raptor and  th e  survival of th e ir prey population 
to secure  th e  return of our songbird s?

Fred  Russell

A Sile nt Sum m e r?

Ed ite d  by th e  H TS com m itte e
21 Byw ays, Burnh am  SL1 7EB

E-m ail: e d itor@taplow socie ty.org.uk
Unle ss oth e rw ise  state d , th e  vie w s e xpre sse d  in th is  new sle tte r are  not ne ce ssarily th ose  of th e  Socie ty or its Com m itte e .
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